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every member rose and cheers rent
the air the montana delegation en-
dorsed the sentiment of cannon soBO did
oregon the chairman of the resolu-
tion committee then withdrew the
resolution

IN THE AFTERNOON
it was when the chair-

man called the afternoon session to
order but it was 8 pm before business
begun the motion was earnedcarried that
the resolutions committee should re-
port such parts of the platform as were
ready this wagwaa apparently the first
move on the part of the weaver men
to hasten a ballot

A suspicion had gained currency
that the committee on resolutions was
not anxious to make progress for the
reason that it as a whole preferred
judge gresham for thlethe candidate and
wanted time to get an agreement from
him that he would let the convenconventiontiou
nominate him the motion was car-
ried but the committee reported that
it wait not prepared just yet to make
even a partial report

mr ward of missouri moved to sus-
pend

us
the rules and proceed to ballot for

the nomination of candidates but
there was no intention on the part olof
the ardent gressam men to give up
hoplandhope and an illinois delegate raised the
point of order thatthai the motion was con-
trary to rules the chairman overruled
the point of order on the ground that
the convention coul do as it pleased
wardswarda motion was then tabled on mo-
tion of ellingtonof georgia

mr lamb of texas a weaver man
and also working for terrill for vice
president moved to adopt the entire
st louis platform as the party plat-
form

mr brown of massachusetts de-
clared that the st louislouie platform was
one upon which the organizations oroi
united labor stood

the soon filed
on the stage with the platform hastily
brought to completion it isia as fol
lowe

THE PLATFORM
we meet tola the midst of a nation

brought to the verge of moral political
and material ruin corruption domi-
nates the ballot box legislature con
greusgretis and even touches the ermine of
the bench the are demoral-
ized most of the states have been
compelled to isolate the voters at the
polling places to prevent universalsW
intimidation or bribery the news-
papers are subsidized or buzzed
public opinion isin silencedoed busi-
ness is prostrated our homes
are covered with mortgages labor im
polishedshed land concentrating in thetovhandsads of capitalists urban workmen
denied the right of organization for
self protection imported pauperized
labor beats down their wages a hirel-
ing standing army recognized by law
is established to shoot them down and
they areace rapidly degenerating lotointo a
european condition the fruits of the
toil of millions are boldly stolen to
build up colossal fortunes unprece-
dented in the history of mankind and
the possessors in turn despise
the republic and endanger liberty
from thehe same prolific womb of gov-
ernmenternment injustice we breed two great
classes tramps atar d millionaires the
Nitnationalional power to create money is ap-
propriated to enrich bond holders
the vast public debt payable in legal

tender has been funded into gold boarbear
ing bonds thereby addingfadding millions to
the burdens of the people

the silver which has been accepted
as coin since the dawn of history has
been de to add to the pur-
chasing power of gold by decreasing
the value of all forms of property as
belleaswell as humanhuiban labor and supply of
currency is purposely abridged to fatten
the usurer bankrupt enterprise and
enslave industry the vast conspira-
cy against mankind has been organ-
ized on two continents and itjinatlis rapidly
taking possession of the world if not
memet and overthrown at once it fior
bodes terrible social convulsions the
destruction of civilization or the estab-
lishmentlishment of an absolute despotism

we have witnessed for more than a
quarter of a century the struggles of
the two great political parties for power
and plunder while the grievous wrongs
have beekil flicked upon the suffering
people we charge that the controll-
ing influences dominating both these
parties lave permitted the existing
dreadful conditions to develop without
serious efforts to prevent or restrain
them neither do they now promise
us any substantial reform they agre-
ed together to ignore in the coming
campaign every issue but one they
propose to drown the outcries of the
plundered people with the uproar of
sham battle oyer the tariff so that
capitalists corporations national banks
rings trusts watered stock

of silver and oppressionsoppress ions of all
usurers may be lostloat sight of they
propose to sacrifice our homes lives
and children on the altar of mammon
to destroy a multitude in order to
secure corruption funds from million-
aires

assembled on the anniversary of the
birth of the nation and filled withwilh the
spirit of the grand generation who
established our independence we seek
to restore the good of the republic to
the hands of the plain people which
classclam originated it we assert our
purpose to be identical with tue purpose
of the national construction to form a
more perfect union establish justice
insure domestic tranquility provide
for the common defense promote the
general welfare and secure blessings of
liberty for ourselves and our posterity 21

we declare this republic can only
endure as a free government upon
the love of the whole people
for each other and for the nation
that it cannot be pinned together byaby a
bayonet the civil war is over and
every passion and resentment which
grew out of it must die with it and
WOwe mustmast be in fact as we are in name
one united brotherhood of free men
our country finds itself confronted
by conditions for there is no
precedent in the history olof the world
our annual agricultural productions
amount to billions of dollars in the
value of which must within a few
weeks or months be exchanged for1 or
billions of commodities consumed in
their production the existing cur-
rent cupply is wholly inadequate to
make this exchange the results are
falling prices formation of combines
and rings and in the impoverishment
of the producing class we pledge
ourselves that itif given power we will
labor to correct these evils by wise
and reasonable legislation

I1
we believe that the powers of gov

eminent should be expanded as in
the case of the postal service rapidly
and so far as the good sense of the in
tell igent people and the teachings of
experience shall justify to the end that
oppression injustice and poverty shall
eventually cease in the land while
our sympathies as a party of reform
are naturally upon the side of every
proposition which will tend to
make men intelligent virtuous and
temperate we nevertheless regard
these questions important as they are

I1 as subordinate to the great issues now
pressing for solution and upon which
not only individual prosperity but the
very existence of free institutions de-
pend and we ask all men to first help
us determine whether we are to have
a republic to administer before we
differ as to the conditions upon which
it isic to be administered

believing that the forces of reform
this day set in motion will never cease
to move forward until every wrong
shall be remedied and equal privileges
securely established for all men and
women we declare therefore

first that the union of labor forces
of the united states this day con-
summatedsum mated shall be permanent and
perpetual ngaymay its spirit enter into all
hearers for theibe salvation of the re-
public and the uplifting of mankimank idd

second wealth belongs to him who
created it and every dollar taken iromfrom
indindustry without an equivalent is
robbery if any man will not work
neither shall hebe eat ap the interest of
rural and civil labor are the same they
are identical

third we believe the time has
come when railroad corporations will
either own the people or the people
must own the railroads and should
the government enter upon the work
of holding and managing any or all of
the railroads we should favor an
amendment to the constitution by
which all perso as engaged in the
government service shall be placed
under civil service regulation of thetb
most rigid character so as to prevent
the increase of power of the national
administration by the use of such
government employee

THE PLATFORM PROPER
is as fofollowslowe W

we demand a national currency safe
sound and bytheby the general
government only full legal tender
for all debts public and private and
that without the use of banking cor-
porationspo rations a jjustapt tequitablequitable and efficient

distribution to the people a
tax not aeed two per cent per
annum to be provided as set forth in
the sub treasury plan of the farmers
alliance or a better system also pay-
mentsmen tsInin the discharge of the obliga-
tions for public improvements

A we demand the free and un-
limited coinage of silver and goldcold at
tilethe present legal ratio of sixteen to
one

B we demand that the circulat-
ing medium be speedily increased to
not lees than fifty dollars per capita

0 we demand a in
come tax

D we believe the money of the
country should be kept as much as
possible in the hands of the
peopleople and hence demand that allcatestate and national revenues shall be
limited to the necessary expenses of


