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three years, three days and part of another
day old, at the time of his crucifixion, ace
ecording to the account given in the Book
of Mormon, Baut this does not decide his
age exactly, unless we can learn what kind
of years the Nephites reckoned. Did they
reckon their years as the English and
Americans do? No, I presume not, How
can we learn the length of their years? I do
not know of any better method than going
back to the early Spanish historians who
lived cotemporary with Columbus, the
discoverer of America. When they pene-
trated into Mexico and conquered that
country, they found that the Mexicans
were partially civillzed, so that they bad
many records, although their mode of
keeping them was very different from
those of other nations. The Mexican cal-
endar gave their views and ideas with re-
gard to the length of the year, and their
mode of reckoning them. This wss about
the close of the fifteenth ecentury, for Co-
lumbus discovered America in 1492, Soon
afterwards theseSpanish historians became
extensively acquainted with Mexican
literatare, their form of writing, and the
half civilization that existed among them.,
I have in my possession nine large vol-

umes, got up scon after the Book of Mor- |

mon was itranslated, by Lord Kingsbo-
rough, on Mexican antiquities, The nine
volumes will
hundred pouwsds, Five of them contain
nothing but plates of antiquities; the other
four contain translations, in Englisb,Span-
ish and French, of the declarations of
historians concerning Mexican literature

probably weigh over twnl

and their knowledge concerning the length
of the year. They reckoned 365 days to the
year, but did not add what is termed the
intercalary day every four years, to make
what we call leap year. They did thisonly
once in fifty-two years, and then they added
thirteen days, which made one day for
every four years. This shows that they had
a very good idea of the length of the year.
When Jesus was crucified, at the age of
about thirty-three years, if the Nephites
reckoned according to the Mexican portion
ot the Israelites, they had not added the
eight days that we would add for leap year,
consequently this would shorten their
years, aud instead of being thirty-three
ears, three daysand partof the fourth day,
1t would bring it, acecrding to our reckon-
ing, eighl days less than the Book of Mor~
mon date, or thirty-two years, three-hun-
dred and sixty days and fifteen hours.
This then, it is highly probable, must have
been the real period that existed between
the birth and the eruacifixion of our Savior,
Now, we have a clae in the New 'Testa-
ment to the time of his erucifixion, but not
of his birth; that is, we know that he was
crucified on Friday, for all of the Evangel-
ists testify that Saturday was the Jewish
Sabbath, and that on Friday Jesus was
hung on the creoss, and according to the
testimony of the learned that was on the
6th of April, consequently by going back.
- from the erucifixion 32 years, 360 days and
15 hours, making allowance for the longi~
tude, it gives Tharsday for his birthday.
Agaio, ma .ing sllowanee for the errors of
Dionysius the monk, adding four years or
neaily so to the vuigar or incorrect era, it
would make the orgauization of this chureh
take place precisely, to the very day, 1800
years from the day that he was lifted up on
the cross,

This is semething very marvelous in my
mind. Josepnh Smith did not choose the
6th of April npon which to organize this
church: he received a commandment from
God, which is contained in the Book of
Doctrine and Covenants, setting apart that
day a&s the one upon which the ecnurch
should be organized, Why did he set up
bis kingdom precisely 1800 years from the
day on which bhe was lified up on the cross?
1 do not know why. The rd has bis
own set time to bring to pass his great
pur . If Joseph Smith had been
learaed im chronology and in the writings
of the world; if he had been a middle-aged
or an old man of experience, or a man who
had access to libraries,instead of a farmer’s
boy, then we might have supposed (hat
perhaps he had studied ebhronology,sought
out the true era, found out how to distin-
guish between the trve and the vulgar, and
then found out the true date of the birth of
Christ and his crucifixion, and got it all
arranged together nicely and harmonious-
ly, and then have pretended that he had
had a revelation to orga ize toe church
precisely 1800 years from that great event,
This is what we should have to concede if we
wanted to make out the work an imposi-
tion; butthe very fact that God commanded
that boy to organiza the church on that
day, ought to be regarded as strong oollat
eral avidence of the divine autheaticity of
the Book of Mormon.

Perhaps I have said all that is needful on
this matter., If I were to celebrate Christ-
mas, or the birthday of Christ, I should go
back a little less than thirty~three years
from his eracifiaion, and it would bring it
to Thursday, the 11th day of April, as the
- first day of the first year of the true Chris-
tian era; and reckoning om thirty-two

ears, 360 days and fifteen hotirs from that
t would bring it to the cruecifixion, and
bring it on Friday also.

In saying that “‘it was the thirty-fourth
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Wednesday, the third Thursday, and Fri-
day would have been the fourth day of the
month, just as the Book of Mormon says,
bringing it correct according to the reckon-
In'% of the days of the week,
here is snotber thing that, perbaps, a
great many of the Latier-day &lntx and
many of the world have not reflected nupon;
that is, that the beginning of our present
New Year is incorrect, reckoning the years
irom the birth of Christ, for the first day of
January was not the day of his birth, We
call it the first day of the year, but it has
po reference to the day of Ohrist’s birth,
The first day of the year of the true Chris-
t an era should be the day of the Savior’s
birth—the 1lth day cf April. About 122
}m ago we did not have the first day of
anuary for New Year. At thattime, or
thereabouts, avuaorhybody in America and
England reckonediNew Year’s Day on the

| 20th of March. That had been the first day

of the year for many generations, How
came it to be changed to the first day of
January? In 1751 tf e Parliament of Great
Britain passed a law that the year
should be moved back wards from the 25th
day of March to the lst day of January,
making the year 1751 some eighty-four
days shorter than all other years had been.
Why did they do this? In order to place
New Year in connection. with a certain
event in astronomy. These who are ac-
uainted with the earth going round the
an, know that the path in which it moves
is not a circle but an ellipse, or elongated
circle. You make a wire into the form of
a circle and thea pull it out, and that is the
form of an ellipse., The sun is situated in
one of the foci of this ellipse, and is nearer
to the earth on the 1st day of January or
tobe 3lst day of December, by about three
milhous of miles, than it is on the 1st day
of July. The olLject of placing the year
back was to have the year begin when the
earth was in its perihelion in going around
the sun. This was not the only alteration
that has been made, but this accounts for
tbe phrases “new style’ and ‘‘old style,”
with which you occasionally meet in his-
toriesl documents, the*former having re-
ference to the new mode of reckoning; the
latter to the old modae. |
I have said that this was not the only
change made in time, Inthe year 1752—
when the second day of September had ar-
rived, in order to bring the year to corress
pond with the seasons, it was found neces-
sary to set the time forward so that the 3rd
day of September should be oalled the 14th,
eleven days being dropped out of the cal-
endar. This was also established by par-
liamentary law; and in this way the seas
sons have been brought to correspond, in
some meaasure, with the ength of the year,
All these things should be taken into cons
sideration im our dates; and when we read
the saying in the Book of Covenants that
the Lord organized his church in the year
of our Lord 1830, in the fourth month, and
on the esixth day of the month, the Lord
made his language to correspond with our
present mode of reckoming, that is, he
adopted the reckoning of the English, es-
tablished by parliamentary law, Instead
of reckoning the year to begin on the 25th
of March, he says, *“It being in the year

of our Lord 1830, the fourth month,
and the sixth day of the month
thbat the church was organized.”

We are not on this account to take
this as the real date, but it is adapted to
our present mode of reckoning. I have
made these remarks, that no persons, if
they should feel dis to search into
chronology, might be misled in relation to
this matter, Begin so near Chrisimas and
New Year, I bave deemed it appropriate
to dwell on this subject, for the purpose of
enlightening the minds of all who may be
present, so far as 1 have information ia re-
gard to it.

Now, if I have not already occupied too
mueh time, I desire to dwella little upon
the subject of the chrono of our world,
We bave no dates on which we can depend
as to the period or history of our globe
from the creation down to the present time,
Chronologists differ in regard to the histo-
ry and age of the world. Some make the
age of the world, from the creation to the
coming of Ghrfat., to be four thousand
years, Archbishop Usher has introduced
this chronology into King James’ Bible;
and in that you will find all the dates adap-
ted to that ticular reckoning; and
according to his reckoning you will find

that Cbrist came in the year of the world
4004. 1Is this to be depended upon? Not at
all. Many ebrenologists equally as learned,
and who have made deeper researches than
he has on thissubject, differ with bim ma-«
terially., There are many who place the
birth of Christ at 5500 years from the crea-
tion; others place it at 5490, others at 5508 or
9 years. There are about two hundred
chronologists who all differ in regard to this
matter, Many Jewish chronologists make
| it over 8ix thousand years frowm the crea-
tion till the birth of Christ, so that you see
when we attempt to take up the subject on
the learning of the world, we are in the
midst of confasion—no person knows any=
thing about it, It is not really necessary
that we should know, but we have som

little light on this subject.

We know that it was not six thousand

year, first month and fourth day of the | years from the creation to the birth of

month’” on which the
earthquakes took pl there is another
thing to be noted—that it must have taken
place on Friday, acecording to the Nephite
reckoning in order to bring his crucifixion

great storm and

on Friday. If Tuesday was the first day | he will cause seven angels to sound their |do not know, unless we

Christ. How do we know this?

| thousand

the Millennium, for the meaning of the
word millennium is a thousand years. Six
ears must pass away from the
creation down till the time that Jesus
corr és in the clouds of heaven, and he will
not come exactly at the expiration of six
thousand years. When the Prophet Joseph
asked the Lord what was meant by the
sounding of the seven trumpets,
he was told, *“That sas God made the
world in g8ix days, and on the
seventh day he finished his work
and sanctified it, and also formed man out
of the dust of the earth; even so in the bes
ginning of the seventh thousand years
will the Lord God sanctify the ea: th, and
complete the salvation of man, and judge
all things and shall redeem all things, ex-
cept that which he hath not put into his
power when he shall have sealed all things
unto the end of al)l things, and the sound.
ing of the trnmpets of the seven angels is
the preparing and finishing of his work,
in the beginning of the seventh thousand
years; to prepare the way before the time
of his coming.” This quotation will be
found in the Pearl of Great Price, p. 34,

Neither of these trumps have sounded yet,
but they shortly will; and this gives us a lit-
tle clue to the period and age of our world,
We know thatsix thousand years have
not yet elapsed since the creation, but we
Enow that they have very nearly expired,
We know that God set up and established
this kingdom 1800 years from the date of
his erucifixion, preparatory to his coming
in the clouds of heaven to receive the king~
dom that he sets up here on the earth, and
to rule arnd reign over all people, nations
and toogues that are spared alive. Perhaps
this issuflicient on the history and chrono-
logy of the world; but for the benefit of vhe
Saints, and it will not burt the strangers,
although they do not believe in our revels
ations, I will refer to somie further evidence
and testimony on this subject.

In the new translation which Joseph
Smith was commanded to make of the Old
and New Testament, we find that sowne of
the dates given in King James's transla.
tion of events before the flood are incor-
rect, but they are oorrected in the new
translation, .~ For instance, the age of
Enoch, as given in KXing James’s
Bible, is incorrect. The new translation
gives a lengthy prophecy which was delivw
ered to him before the flood, and this pro-
phecy relates to generations in the future
as well as to things that were past, Enoch,
in his vision, saw the great work that he
was destined to perform on the earth, in
preaching the gospel among the nations,
and gathering out a people and building
up a city ealled Zion. 6 saw that in pro-
cess of time the people of Zion would be«
come sanctified betore the Lord, that the
Lord would come and dwell in their midst
and that by and by, atter the city had
existed 365 years,it with all its people, would
be taken up to heaven. And all the days
of Zion in the days of Enoech, says the new
translation, was 365 years, making Enoch
420 years old when he and his people were
translated, which is older than the age
given him in the wuninspired translation,

In this new translation we have also a
much greater history of the creation ofthe
world than is given in the uninspired
translation made by the forty-seven men
employed by King James. In that book
we have a very short history of that great
event; but the inspired translation shows
that the periods of time called days, in
which the several portions of the work of
creation were performed, were no: by any
means of sueh limited durauon as the
days we speak of, but from what is re-
vealed in the Book of Abrabam, they were
probably periods of one thonsand years
each, God might bave been for the space
of a thousand years in organizing a cer-
tain portion of tbis c¢reation, aod that was
called the évening and the morning of the
first day, according to the Lord’s reckon-
ing, one day being with him as a thou-
sand years and a thousand
uay. By and ry another day’s work was
performed, which I do not suppose was a
day of twenty-four hours, but an indefi-
nite period or time, called the second day
--the evening and the morning of the
sec.nd day. By and by the third day’s
work was done, and then there was the
evening and the morning of the. third
day. Threethousand years probably, passed
away in the performance of these three
days’ work. In the fourth day the Lord
permitted the sun and moon to shine to
give light to the earth. What regulated
the evening and the morning the first|
three days we do not know, for neither
sun nor moon were permitted to shine
until the fourth day. I have no doubt the
lord has a variety of methods of producing
light? Thenew translation gives us some
information on this subject, for there we
read that, “I the Lord crealed darkness on
the face ofthe “*great deep,’”” In King James’
transiation it says darkpess was on the
face of the great deep, and I, the Lord, said
Let there be light,and there was light. Now
bow did the Lord ereate thisdarkness? He
has a power, the same as he had in causing
darkness three days and bights over this
American land, But before that darkness
was created what produced light? 1t must
have been - light here on this earth,
and probably was so thousands of years

God bhas | before the Lord created darkness; and then

told us in new revelation that this earth is | he had the means of producing darkness,

destined to continue its temporal existence | and afterwards of clearing
for seven thousand years, and that at the | and then called it morning,

commencement of the seventh thousand,

of the 34th year, the second day would be | trumpets, In other words, we may call it

it ' away,
But how
that morning bad existed we

long
appeal to

ears as one |

-
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Smith from Egyptian papyrus, That tells us in

Ell.lnnm that the way tbe Lord and the celestial
Oft reckoned time, was by the revolutionsof a
certain great central body called Kolob, which
had one revolution on itsaxis in a thousand of
Our years, and that was one day with the Lora,
and when the Lord #said to Adam, *“In the day
thou eatest thereof thou sbalt surely die,” the
Book of Abraham says it was not yet glven unto
man thetrue reckoning of time, and that it was
reckoned after the Lord’s time- that is one thou-
sand years with us was a day with bim, and that
Adam, if he partook of the forbidden fruit, was
to die before that day of a thousand yearsshould
expire. Hence when we go back to the history
of the creation, we find thatthe Lord was not in
such a great hurry as mnn{, suppose. but that he
took Indefinite periods of long duration to con-
struct this world, and to gather together the ele-
meuts by the laws of gravitation to Jay the
foundation and form the nucleus theree y AN A
when he saw that all things were ready and pro-
perly prepared, he then placed the man in the
Garden of Eden to rule over all animals, fish
and fowls, and to have dominion over the whole

face of the earth.
There is another very curious thing revealed in
transiation, and one that ex-

Joseph Bwith's
plains some mysterious passages in the first and
second chapter of Genesis. in the first chapter
of Genesis in King James's translation we read
that oo the fifth day the Lord made the whales,
the fish and the fowis of theair. On the sixth
day be made the animals, beasts and creeping
things, and last of all he made man, male and
female. Now read along in King James’s trans-
lation to the sevenih day, and we are told that
there was nota man to til. the ground. ye he
had made them male and female on the sixth
day. Now, where were they made ? They were
made ln beaven first. All the children of men,
male and female, all the spirits of beasts, fowls,
fish and creeping Lhings were made spiritually
in heaven belore they were placed temporally
here on the earth, and the spiritual creation dif-
fers from the temporal creation. The new
translation says that wan was thevery first flesh
made here on the earth, whbereas, according to
the account in King James's translation, the
pe hof beasts, fowls and fish was mude on the
fifth day, before man was made. But in the
great temporal work of placing man on the
earih, he was the firet flesh formed and p'aced
bere among all the works of God. Hebad made
the spiriis of fish. fowls and bea t, but nowe of
them were permitted 1o come to the earih in
their flesh.y 1abernacles until man, the £ eat
masterpiece, was piacea be e then they were
brought before him, for him to give names to

them.

in the work of creation the first 1s last and the
Iast first. God made the &piritual part of this
creation during these six gay- work that we
read of; theu he commenced the temporal work
on the seventh day. He planted the garden on
the seventh day; he placed man in that garden
on the seventh day; formed the beasts and
brought them before the man on the seventh
day, all 1his being the temporal work, the first
being spiritual. Not 80 iu the last of his work—
the great work that s 10 come. When the
seveuth millennium shall arrive the Lord will
redeem man and bring him forth from the
grave, and he will begin 1o redeem this creation,
not makiong It entirely immortal and epiricua’,
like a sea of glass. It will exist for a thousand
years in a temporal condition, as it was before
the Fall. This will be the first of his tem poral
work in the last aays. By and by when the mil-
lennium bas passed, and the earth passes away
and die andis elementsare melted with fer. eut
heat, and there 8 no place found for it as an
organized body, he willagain speak and there
will be another creation—a creation of this
earth out of the old materia 8; in other words a
resurrectiou of the earth, a literal : esurrection.
Lhat wil: be the last or his work. In the morn-
ing of creation spiritual first, and lastly tem-
poral. But in the ending temporal first in the
redemption, and lastly spiritual, which will be
tLe perfection or ending of his worlk.

There area great n.auy t.ings that God has
revealed to us as Latier-day =aints, and it would
be well for us, ior our eders and for all, to
search these revelations, to prepare their minds
to understand what God inteuds to do with oar
creation, aud those who are prepared to inherit
it, when it i8 made new. We, if jafihful, shall
inherit 1t im its temporal condition before t o
miliennium passes away. Though our bedes
may go down to the grave God will bring us
forth. He will redeemn us and bring together
bone to its bone, organize the flesh, sinews,
muecles and every part of the body iu its proper
place, cover it with skin, cause 1he breath to en-
ter Into us, and the Spirit from on high to quicken
us, and the human spirit, that will dweill in a
celestial paradise, to return and take possession
of the body. Then we shall inhabic the earth,
not at lirst in its gl.orifled s ate—that state wuich
eventuaily awaits it, but in the beginning of 1ts
redemption iu its temporal coudition during the
thousaud years, of which the work before the
Fall was typical.

God bless you. Amen,
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In _this City, Jan. 2, of typhold pneumonia
PETER son of the late Bishop Abranam Liosg.
l<nd of the 14th Ward of this city.

Deceased was born Jan. 9, 1831; jolned the
Church with his parents when a boy; emigrated
tothese valeys in 1847 and shared iu the priva-
tions and bardships attendant upon the first set-

tlement of this Territory. In October 1849, he
went with a compaoy to try his fortune in the
region of Calforni ; returned to thi. eity in
June, 1871, still feeling warm toward-« the reli-
on of bis youth, and was re-baptized by his
at er. Within a year after h 8 return he wi -
nessed the death of his: arents. HMis actions, es~-
pecially towards his parents, were marked by
the stroogest affection, coupled with the most
unassuming manner One of kis las' requests
Wa# to be buried by the side of his mother H#o
died unmarried. but leaves a large circle of
friends and acquaintances who will feel his loss,
and many 0f whom will receive the news of his
death with surprise, as his illness lasted but
nine days.

In the 19th Ward, Jan. 1st. at 6 p. m., of small-
EI, ELIZA ANN MERR!'LL, daughter of Wm

and Mary Ann Perkins, aged 20 years, 9 monihs
and 17 days.

She leavesa husband and two ohildren and a
numerous circle ol 1riends.

il

Worse AND Worse.—Notwithstanding
the frequent reports of recent violent
storms in and near the British Islands,
the report comes of another unprecedented

the Bouk of Abraham, translated by Joseph

one in the night of January 2. Verily the
prince of the power of the air is at work,



