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THE AFGHAN QUESTIUOY.

AFGHANISTAN i8 a very small pation of
sontbern Asfa. It {82 bounded on the
north by Turkestan, on the east by
China and India, on the south by Be-
lnochistan, and on the west by Persia,
being thus completely inland; the
neirest seabowrd 15 on the Arabian Sca,
the northern or gulf-Hke portlon of
the Indian (Jccan. ‘The little pohitical
division is scarce 500 miles 1n width
anywhere; it bristles with mountains
and has o few good-sized streams bat
no Jukes, unless a little body of water
somewhat longer than but not so wide
a8 Utah Lake, forming o part of the
dividlog line with Chipa, can bg so
called. 1t was ownce controlled by
Persia, but has bheen independent

for many years-—-that ls, if being con-
trolled by 8 monarch who exercises
absolute Sway and whose civil liat
embraces the entire revenue of the
nation, can be calied independence.
Itis on the overlund highway from
Kurope to india, is the tepographlcul
key tothe latter from the direction
fndicuted, apd that is about all there
18 of interest in it to the outside world,
a3 It produces none of the precious
metals, yegetnlion i3 more or less ca-
pricious, the physical eondition of the
earth’s surface is broken and irregular,
and the inhsbitunts are totally non-
ussimilative. Yet 9,000,000 Afghuns
live or rather exist in that narrew
coufine, myjnly without cariyg for to-
day or providing for to-merrow, and
almoat  ignorant of the fact that
there is anything desirable or better
clsewherel or in most juslances Lthat
there is any other place under the sou.
1t is so completely fortified by nature
on ul!l sides that but little military
skill with a good soppiy of munitions
of war and plenty of troops mauke it
almost intpregeuable. Candahar i8one
of the lonr cities of Afghanijtun most
earnestly sougbt by interested nae
tions; it is only 2 few miles irom the
Arabian Sea Coast, aod therefore more
accessible to the outside world, but 1t
like the uthers, coustitutes a nitural
tortress, and 1t 18 easler- for diplo-
mats tu tigure out how ii can
be done on paper tban it 18
for soldicrs to effect o capture
by direct assauit. LHerat 18 o
the extreme west,near the Persian bor-
der, und 18 so completely hemmed in
and hedged asout by huge and impass-
able mountains that to iake it by any
violeot means would require skillful
and expensive eugineering, great per-
tinucity and the expense ot 4 longand
wearing  slege. et either Fngiand
or Russia would sacritice considerable
for a casus belll agalust the Afghans
tirst and a safe pussage through the
irootier gorges uext. For either to
possess this piece of territory would
be to open a1 commercial floodgate
through which the encrmous and
wealthier tradic .of India would pour
nnceasingly, eariching the coffers of
tue power controlling the highway to
an extent that would make It a8 power-
1ul flnanciatly us it now is numerically
and mecaanically. Both of those natious
now have troops on Afghau soil, aud
perhaps both were wuitlng hopefully
10 heuarof the triumph of the Gnilzais
rebels and the cousequent gverthrow
of toe Ameer, by which a pretext
would have been atforded for an occu-
pation where terms could bhave been
arranged with the rest of the world
from within as well a3 without; but,
if this was the design, it seems likely
to come to naught, as the latest tele-
graphic advices from the far eaust an-
vounce the immineut collapse of the
revolt and the return of the Ghilzais
to their former ullegisnce, and this,
after a tew heads have been stricken
off, would have the effect of mukiog
that absolnte despot more powerful
thun before. The triumph of the re-
bellion would seemn to mean effete
anarchy, that of the Ameer sumething
akiu to order and the nnitication of
all the tribes against mepace from
whatever source it mlght come.

Still,) enlightenment and numbers,
with weaith behind them, are stnbborn
forces to contend Agalnst. The obsta-
cles inlerposed by noture ouoly cause
the venturesome and able to figure
on how long it will take to make the
slements succumb, thut of the forces
cutrenched behind not belng couanted
as an obstacle at all when the contest
beenmes w0 cpen gne in a fair tleld.
such a thought 13 failure does not oc-
cur to tacm at all, the question 1n chief
befng whather & c[lrect movewcnt does
not 1mvolve a light ou both
sldes, and whether therc is money
enongh in the treasnry or at command
to sustain the nodertaklngwuantil, to
nse the lappduge of a gredat many pros-
pectuses for big ventures to be
launched in Utah, 1t can be **bropght
t0 a peying basis.’” And 80 the agitu-
tion zoes on.

A TRICIKK OF THE CONSPIRA-
TORES.

Woexy the DEskRruT NEws speaks of
the adventnrers and conspirators who
have continually hatched mischiet and
sdvocated the destrnction of every
right dear to freemen, {0g-the snbjuga-
tion of the majority of Utah’s citizens
und their own aggrandizement, it -

We believe the respectabie and fnir-
minded non-**Mormons’’ of this Ter-
ritory upderatand this. We have made

uo war upon them. We have Rot
interfered with thelr private af-
fairs. We have not denonnced them
in uny wiy. We bave no quurrel
with tnem becanse they are opposed to
our views on religion or politics. We
have alwuys conceded their right to
think and act as they consider right, so
long as they do pot infringe on the
rights of others, We buve freely ac-
knowledged their perfect liberty to at-
tack onr fuith and contend against our
principles so leng us they nse lawtul
weapons. The very genina ot our
creed is favorable to  perfect liberty.
We wiil be founs! just as ready to de-
tand ibe freedom ot a *'Gentile” as of
a “Mormon.»

“Liberty to every nation,
Every tongne und every creed.”

That i3 4 couplet in one of our most
popular bymns. It breathestpe troc
spirit of our religion and onr politics.
Qur conrs¢ toward the non-‘‘*plor-
mens' of this Territory bears out this
statemnent. Stories to the cootrary
are the fiimsiest of fictions.

Buot 1tis one of the perennial tricks
of the ciiyue of ouprincipled plotiers
who stir up the agitatiou and poison
the puolic mind with ialschoud, to
attach ull we may say of toeir viliainy
1o respectuble people for whom sucy
remarks are 0ot ju the least jntended.
‘They know 83 well a8 any vne that
their implication is wotterly false.
They urderstaud their own gusmou.
and they pretend thut they bave the
allegiatice nnd sopport of lien of sense
and standing who despise them and
their methods., Anod when they take
the medicine compounded tor tueir
own cuze, And try to force 1t upon
reputsole people who are not under
treatmeut, they exhibit audacity that
i3 only excetled by wheir sickeniug by-
pocrisy. j

When we express gratification at the
oppositiok of such creatures to awy
movement in wbicno we 1eel interesteq,
we mean them alone. We would be
pleased lo See Llie voting populiation
of Utah of all partizs uniite on svmne
measnre that would secure those liber-
ties to tals Verritory which 4re essen-
tinl to perfect citizensbip. Lf some of
them do not choose tu join in such
weasared we Jo not wisn tocensure
tnem. They huvetheir rizght of choiwce.
Wemuay think them unwise and muay
express our opinjon 1o that effeet,
Bul we do not wish to denounce
them, nor class them witn tbe
gang of schemers who are withont
houur as they ure withont consclence.

For the katier cluss we have the most
supreme contempt., We expect their
bhatred 2znd misrepresentations and
abuse. This gives us no concern. Ou
the contrary we are always move gi-
sured of the righttulness and proprie-
ty of uny course proposed when they
assall it. ‘Toelr alssent stamps it us
renuive. 1ts correctuess ana import-
ance may be gaaged by their wrath and
denunciation.

There 15 one thing conbected with
the nou-**Mormon® situstion tbhat sur-
prisus us. We cannot undersiand
why respectable and influentlal mien
submit »0 tameiy to the dictatioa ol
the miserable scoundrels who man-

ufueture falsehood and  persist
in libelling the just. We
know of geotlemen 1in this com=

munity who favor the latest move-
ment for statehood, snd who look
apon the rant against it as so much
rubbisn, but who hesitatc to express
their trne convictions. They seem to
be afrald of the vituperativn of the
gaoy of libellers, and to be unable to
suup the chuins that bind them to their
nnsavory associgtes. Talk of the ‘*dic-
tation of Llie Priesthood,’t about which
30 much nonsense aod nuatruth are ut-
tered! Allthat hus been-alleged on
that head does not come uear to the
facts of ring dictation and the dread
of the Jash of its literary whippers in,
We are ashamed of such moral cow-
ardice, and we have that objectioun
agninst many otherwise estimable
non-*Mormons."’

But wheu we express onr pleasnre
at the non-aitiliation of certain noxious
elements with the prime movers inths
operations for statehocod, we have no
refcrence to the bedy of business men
of variuus vccnpatlons engaged in the
developement of the coullry, nor any
fatr und decent person who oppcses
what we advocate. We mean only
the disreputable and conscicnceless
wretches who live by lying, and base
their lopes for futore pluce and
plunder on the rein which they expect
o work of the people who buily the
Territory und form the great miajority
of its citizens.
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SHARFP CONVICTED.

AFTER a long ind weerisome trial,
pnoctnated with polotless delays and
emphasized witha lavish expenditure
of cash and talent to thwart the de-
mands of the law, the closing 3cene in
the trlal of { Jacob Sharp was reached
yesterday, the jury finding a verdict of
gollty on the flrst ballot. This is one
of those rare instinces in which the

populur and the legal verdiet accom-

a0y esch other not only as a whole
gut. as 10 each and every portion of the
charge to which it relates. The max-
immn punishment is ten years' im-

tends no reference to any deceot mon- | prisoninent 2t Bard labor and flve

‘‘Mormou’ who 18 engaged inlegiti-
‘mate business aud not in the work of
defaming and destraying his fellows.

| thouss nd dollars’ fine, but as the Jory
recommended mercy It i3 quite likel
the lubor will be omitted together wit
a part of the years. The suggestlon

of mercy was made by the jurs not
50 Much becduse ol exteoyating cir-
cumbiunces g anything of like nature,
but solely on scconut of the defend-
ant’s zdvanced age and severe illuess,
with the understanding that a long
term of laborious imprisenment would
e fatal, and the nature of the offanse
committed does not justify por does
the luw call for capital pusishment as
an expiation thereof. Ferhaps if the
minlmum imprisonment were imposed
and it made nesrly nominal, with the
fnll extent of the financial part of the
penalty enforced, it wonld be as mear
to a compiete satisfaction of all de-
munds ak human jostice and judgment
could suggest umlder the circumstan-
ces.

® Sharp's crime was pot one of the
kind taat makes soclety totter mpon
its base. that brings woe, desolation
ol despair to any househoid. that in-
volves life or even private property;
not at all. He had any amount of
money, and money was his god, the
burden of his thoughts by day and the
subject of his drcams by plght. Bnt
he wanted more, moie than he needed,
more thun hée counld use, more than
anybodg else had. The jiogle of coin
wis te bim as the tuneful unison ofthe
psaltery and the lyre, and the sight of
4 bil] of exchunge payable to himselt
Wi§ mole preguabt with joy to. hls
heart then wonld have been thc an-
noyncement that, unoworthy and aged
18 he was, a child had diwued
upon his  household of which
be was the father. He knew
uo motive bot gain, acknowledged no
criterion but cash. 1n other respects
ho was perlaps aa good as the average
of his neizhbors, many of whom wll
attune their voices to notes of sympa-
thy becanse the possessor of 80 many
millions is brought to such hardships
and disgrace at his time of life—the
same people who, if Sharp were de-
peudent u%)ou his daily hibor for the
support of his family, and, environed
by harsh and nanyleldine circumstances
adn surreuuded by scotting sud tapta-
lizing neighbors well-to-do in the

things oif the world, had been
half forced to accept =a bribe
in the interest ©f un nnscrup-

glous schemer—the game people
who would be horritied st the eutrage
upon justice and the villainy so treach-,
erously and deeply entrencherl in so-
clety. ‘This belny the case, it should
 be comforting to Mr. Sharp to know
tbat the sympathy felt for him is
rraded in proportion to bis opulence
or that makes if very profound indee
—flve milhon dollars! worth at least.
Just think of it! Sorrow and com-
miseration gronped up to the awelling
proporiouns of 4 thousand tlines five
thousand,aud all this as a solace ip
the hour of hia dire sflliction! .

This sugzestiou will bg found titmely,
and |3 werthy the consideratiou of the
court. The five thousand dollars® flne
will be the keeuer of the two modes
of punishment—not but what it would
be willingly paid if that could be the
means of securing exemption from
corporal infiictions; but there would
he just that mpch more added to the
fiftv thousand already expended in the
useless defense of his cuse, and how
this conid bave been used to bringln
more, 0o oué kuows befter than the
noted hoodler himself.
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SUNDAY SERVICES.

The Congregation Addressed by
Elders Milson R. Pratt and
John Nichwlson.

Rellgious services were held in the

Tabernacle, Sunday, Juoe 26, 1887,
commencing at 2 p., m., President
Angus M. npon presiding.

he choir and congregation sang:
O Jesus! the Giver
07 all we enjoy.
The openiog prayer was offered by
Elder Elias Morris.
The choir sang:
Behold the great Redeemer died
A Lroken law to satisfy,
The Sucrameat was admihistered
by the Priesthood of the Seventeenth
Weard.

ELDER MILSON R. PRATT

way called to address the consregation.
He statcd that for the past five years
be had until lately been absent from
home the greater part of the time,
traveling umong the npatlons and
Ereacbing the Gospel of Christ. He
ad been grestly blessed in his labors
and found many warm friends. He felt
that the people termed heathen were
beginning to realize that there were
other people in the world who bad
more light than they. The Elders
could not Ereach the fallzess of the
Gospel to them at firat, but had to ex-
plain carefnlly the princlples of ‘truth,
advancing step by step. Most of the
nstions to whom be referred lived in
the favored portions of ibe earth, as,
for ipstapnce, the Mexicuns, among
whom the speaker had traveled.

The Latter-day Saints bad received
light and knowledge from heavep, but
there was 4 great deal more in store
for them if they wounld continwe to
pressonward lu the effort to learn the
truth. They bad been taught how to
properly approach the Almighty in
pruyer, and their petitions had heen
answered. Yet men were prooe to do
evil, and If they wounld beszfe they
shonld rely on the spirit snd revela-
tions of God. Those who followed
this course would be lonnd on the
right side; and in obeyiug the dictates
of the Holy Spirit they were entltied
to the gifts of revelation, of health, of

wisdom, and of everythiug that would
lbe fog toeir good. The speaker had
been reared In  Salt Lake City

Isruel bear testimony of the truth.
He had prayed that it might be his
privilege to declare those truths to
the natlions of the earth, aopd his
prayers had beer apswered, H® had
4 testimony of the divinity of the
Gospel, and knew that to receive ths
blessing of the Almighty it was neces-
sury to obey His commandments and
conform to His laws. Because the
Saints endeavored to do the will of
God, somse people accused them of de-
shiing to destroy the national govern-
ment. This zccesation was false. The
true Latter-day Saint based all his ac-
tions on the {fenndation of truth, and
ipught to be homest with all man-
110d.

%n the conntries where the speaker
had traveled, ins lubors had been
chiefly among the poor, who scemed to
be the only ones who were preparing
to listen to the message. The
time would come, however, when
the Gospel would be preached to the
wealthy, aud this class wounld huve an
opportunity of accepting or rejecting
it. ."The sgeuker was thankful lorthe
privilege he had hud of bearing testi-
mooy to the truth of the Gospel of
Christ. .

KLDER JOHN NICOOLION

was the next spesker. He said he had
listened sirii interest to the remarks of
Brother Pratt, who, thongh young n
yenrs, was considerably advanced in
experience in proclaiming the Gospel
to various npations, among them the
people of the repuBlic of Mexico, of
the East Indies, and of Australia,
This labor of spreading the divine
messayge was 0 supreme duty of the
Elders of Israel.
they were fulfllling the words of the
Lord Jesus, who, when He was ex-
oleining to His disciples the cvemts
which would occor prigr to His second
advent—when He would come to earth
i power and reign nniversally-
declared that the Gospel of the king-
dom should be preached in all the
world for a witoess, and then shoold
the end come. Owing to the magni-
tnde of tite event of His second com-
ipz, His disciples were anxious to
kuow concernipg its time and the cir-
ckmstsnces associated with «it. He
enlightened them on this subjeat, stat-
ing that there would be commotions,
wurs and rumors of wars, kingdom
rising agalost Kingdom, and ration
agaipstnation. One of the most con-
sl?icno us of the precnrsory cvents de-
picted by the Redeemer was the
precching of the Gospel of the king-
dem. Brother Pratt and others were
among , those 1who were fulfilling
the  predictlion in that regard
preparalory to the coming of
the Sen of God. The principles
they tanght were the sume as those
advapced by the Savior, and his duly
authorized servants who acced in His
nama znciently. He |gave them power,
enzabling them to preach as men having
authority.They had power,however,not
only to preach the word, but to eflici-
ate ip the sacrumental ordinances,
Those thus commissjoned to deliver
the henvenly message are author-
jzed to convey it 1o its folness.
They bave the power, by the laying on
of bands, to bestow the Holy Ghost,
that will glve a testimony that what s
being taught 18 of divine orlgin. As

Chbrist sald, whoever would do
the will of the Father should
know of the doctrine. It was

therefore easy to discover who was a
genuine servant of God, for the mes-
sage of such a one would |be in accord
with, and {13 results similar to that
giveu by the Lord and His servaots
when He was in mortality among men.
A8 it was then so it is now; the heav-
ens, which bad beeun closed for centur-
ics, were again opened, and the
and meek have the Gospel preached
uoto them. The Almignty is taking
the seem!ingly weak things of the eirtn
to confonnd the mighty. The procla-
mstion to-day 1s the same simple,plain,
messape A8 wis delivered anciently;
faith 1o the atoning blood of the Lord
Jesus Christ, whereby men could uot
only regain that which bhad been lost
and become immoral, but be preparcd
for a greater and more exceeding
welight of glory, for man wus wmade
that he mlggt bave joy, and his chief
end was to glorify God and enjoy Him
forever. Munkind should learn to ap-

repent of tcelr sins by putting them
aside and taking op the truth in place
of error. If they did this they wonld
be free indeed, for truth would burst
burst asander every shackle. Haviug
done this, men wers Yrepared to
take another step—baptism by Im-
mersion for the remission of sins,
which, when accepted of, left thcm
|l>re ared for the reception. of the
ioly Ghost, thrbugh the laying on of
tands by those having anthority.

TLis was the nature of ;the messape

catried of the Elders of the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, in
the deliverance of which nthey conaid-
ered no sacrillce too great. Commend-
ing their families to God and the con-
sideration of their co-rehgioniats, they
go forth with their lives Iln their
pands, snd not =« few of them
have followed Christ to the death,their
blood having been shed by ruthless men
who kpew not wihat they wera doing.
ThoseElders had laid down their llves
on the principle enurciatcd by Christ
that whoever should do so for His sake
should take them upagain. They had
| sealed their testimony with their blood,
add were among those whose spirits
called on God to clegnse the carth,

It was a great thing for men to take
upon them the name of Christ, Those
woo did it under the Gospel

In performing it|l

Qor | (3

preciate the infinite love of the'Father, | exaltation.
who sent’ His only-begotten Son to die | deprived of it he was robbed of the op-
for the sin of the world, and shonld | portunities and possibilities depen-

i .
and bad listered to the Elders o Ibmmer were born again, and felt the

full.force of what Jesus satd to Nico-
demus, thatexcep) & man be born again
be could not see the Kingdom or heaven
Nicodemus could not comprehen
what was said, beause he was not in

ossession of the Holy Spirit, and
Ehrisn further sxplained to bim that
men must be horn of water and of the
spirit else he could not enter into the

ingdom ot God. It was in a certain
gense a new blirth—a spiritual birth.
The burial in the water, the coming
forth aguln, ‘and receiving the Hely
Ghost, constituted the biarth ot the
water and the spirit. A-change come
over them. This chapge was probably
not visible to the carmal eye, but
a new spiritual life was opeuved
up to him who had undergone
tals process, and if he did not violata
its conditions hecould ¢climb step by
step the ladder of progress ootil be
reached the presence of the King ol
Heaven.

To properly perform this work the
whole powers of min must be em-
ployed. His heart, or affectional
natore must be stirred, his Intellect
quickened and his devotlenal and
moral facnlties aronsed: In all thiongs
he must conform to the conditions pre-
scribed, and manifest in bis llfe the
1ove of Him who so loved the world
that He gave His Son to save humanity
While Ieving the truth he must adore.
the sonrce from whence it came.

'his was the comprehensive view of
the copditions aud character of the
plan of galvatlon. 1t is written that
God could notlook on sin with any dé-
gree of allowance, 8in was the trang-,
gressfon of 4 kuown low, and when o
Taw was given there was comparative-
¥ 00 transgression. As Jesus
sald, light baving come into the
world, men were condemnped by
it. ome say thc world is be-
coming more righteons. This statement
wuas unreasonable, for a fust God
would not hold those who lived in the
dark ages a3 responsible as this per-
verse gcneration to whom the [ight
had come. To-day, notwithatanding
the incrense of intelligence, men were
steceped in sin, and would becon-
demned in their wickedness., Ged
could not leok upon sln with allow~
aunce, becanse He was governed by
eternal laws, When men infrinze His

laws, when they invade for in-
stapce the domain of justice
by a breach of it, punish=
ment  must follow. A way
Was he

rovided for the mitif,a.tion of t

results oy the principle of repentunce.
Butif men sinned with their eyes open,
relying, &t the time of commission np-
on future escape by repentance, their

condition was a dangerous one, and

God would be] slow to forgive. When
Latter-day Saints sinned, the con-
dempation oa them was greater than
in the case of other people, becanse
they possessed increased Gospel light,
As 4n example, there was a lawy of the
Gospelagainst unchastity, The Saints

covenanted to keep themselves
pure, 4and, es ua whole, did
80, notwithstanding charges to

thel congrary. There were sote ex-
ceptions'to this rule, as the speaker
had wittnessed. In some jnstances
thiose who had taken upon them the
name of Salnts had deflled themselves,
and although their crime may not for
the time have been known to their as-
sociates, & withering blight bad been
visible upon them, and they have been
shornt of their power. The Holy Ghost
was one of the three persoms in the
Godhead. When that Spirit is gbtained
by a man his body becomes a temple
of God. When taat bemlple is deflled
that Spirit will no longer dwel
ther¢in, and  the :condition of
that man was &  thousand-
fold worse than before he received the
ospel, This crime of unchastity in
its most azgravated form, was next in
heinousness to that of shedding bicod
because it tndermined a !nndamenta[
princliple of salvation. ‘The powerof
cternal fncrease was to be given those
who were faithful and pure in all
thinga, and God had set a seal of con-
dempation on those who sinned agalust
this principle. When it was grossiy
violated it proyed that the trapsgres-
sor could not be entrosted with the
power of eterpal increase. 8o it
was with the crime of murder.
Meortal Hfe was ziven to man to enable
bim tocooform to the image of God in
When he was nolawfolly

dentupon the mortal state. Mortsal
life was the glit of God next in Ilm-
Formnce to eternmal life, the former be-

o 4 necegsary condition leading up to
the latter. From this standpoint the
murderer stood in the light of ap -
tentional thwurter of the purposes of
Jehovah.

These were seme of the principles
revealed from heaven, as the SpeaKer
onderstood them. What was neces-
sacy for the Latter-day Saints was for
them to 8o live as to Increasc the power

of pgodliness against  which the
powers of the adversary wero
verile. Thelr preservation large-

y depended on thelr spiritual vi-
tality. They should be charitable and
exemplify in their lives the truths
ennnciasted practically snd otherwise
by the Lord Jfesns.

The choir sang an anpthem and bene-
diction was pronounced by Bishop F.

Kesler.
e} i ———————

A disease simllir to the horse dis-
cemper has made its eppearance among
the cattle in the vicinities ¢! Bloom-
fleld and Tomales, near Santa Rosa,
Cal., and has resulted fatz]ly whera
not properly treated. John Hunter, of
Bloowfleld, lost three cows {rom the
disease within a tew days. The suc-
cessful remedies are bleeding and
poulticing,



