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has been s0 easy for men to apmdl our lap, and we ean not-help being | everything that our hearts desire.| yet. we are suflfered to. go behind,
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REPORTED 1Y DAVID W. EVANS.
THE subjects that have been dwelt
upon this morulng are such as must
interest every one who has a desire
to comprehend the frincl les of
salvation, as believed in and prac-
ticed by the Lutter-day Saints. To
my mind there has n an evi-
dence of their truth acmmpﬂ.nilng
every word that has been spoken.
The Spirit of God bears testimony
to the things of God, and there
would be no difficulty in convine-
ing the inhabltants of the earth ot
the wruth of the prinmplﬁ believed
in by the Latter-day Saints were it
not tor tradition and the prejudi
which exist in men’s minds in rela-
tion to the truth. Let a man start
out with the Bible in his hand.
determined to receive the truth
wherever it may be found, and com
menee examining the various insti-
tutions and churches that exist
among men, and he would, if he
believed the Bible, and were not
prejudiced by tradition and eduea-
tion, expeet to find, when he found
the bhuruh of Christ, a echurch or-
ganized in every respect like that
of which the New Testament gives
us an account. He would expect to
find apostles and prophets, and the
ordinances of baptism, and the lay-
ing on of hands for the reception of
the Holy Ghost in that church; he
would expect to find the gifts of
prophecy, revelation, tongues, the
interpretation of tongues, healing,
wisdom, the discernment of spirits,
and all the gifts that existed in the
church of Christ in ancient days.
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Hé would look for just such a chureh.

as this, and if he did not find it he
would conclude that that chureh
had been withdrawn from the earth.
- The evidences that abound in the
Beripture all go to prove that this
was the character of the church of
Christ in ancient days, and that
there should be no change, for the
Beriptures tell us that God is the
sunhie to-day, yesterday and for ever,
and that 1t men, in this day do the
sanie Lhings—exercising the same
faith as they did in ancient days—
the ~ame Llessings will follow their
obedience. 1If we examine the
Bibie there is nothing to sustain the
idea that there should be any
change in any of these things; and
when men hear it proclaimed that
God has restored the everlasting
gospel, and they have a desire in
their hearts 10 comprehend the
truth, there is a spirit accompanies
the testimony of the servants of God
which bears witness to their spirit
that these things are true. Bul
immediately another spirit steps in.
and the reflection arises in the
minds of many—What will m\
parents, relatives or friends say?
what wlll the world say if I believe
this doctrine? ‘There is ignominy as-
socinted with Dbelief in these doe
trines. There is shame to be en-
countered If 1 go forward and join
a peuple s0 despised as these, What
will mensay of me? In what light
ghall I be viewed? These reflect-
jous arise, and the testimony of the
truth is extinguished in the hearts
of many. It requires, therefore, on
the purt of people now, as in ancient
days, great strength of mind, great
maoral courage, and great love of the
truth, an overpowering desire to
obtain salvation, and the Spirit of
God :o ;id th?m. EE order to enable
ple to receive the gospel of the
i?rd Jesus Christ, gﬁggﬁa it is
that so few, com ak-
ing, in every age
truth. It requires courage te sus-
tain men when opposed by every
ind of treachery and of violence.

ratively s

t required courage to enable men | to lust?

to go forth to the

was John the Revelator. It
ed, in ancient days, and it
it in our days, this kind of su
ocourage to enable men and women
to receive the truth; aud in view of
all -this, we can see and compre-
hend the truth of the words of the
Savior when he s2id—*‘Strait is the
fa.la and narrow is the way which
eadeth unto life, and few there be
that find it,” and ‘“‘wide is the
gate, and broad is the way that lead-
eth to destruction, and many there
bDe which go in thereat.” ‘It has
been so for men to reject the
truth an with tio carreul it

ve received the | be

stake, to be cast|and the thin
into dens of wild beasts, or fiery fur- | than gs

naces, to be crucifled, beheaded, | Here
sawn asunder, or to be exiled as|asa

requir- | the lust of theeye,the lust of wealth
uires | the fondness for worldly ease an
We are being assailed by | i

re
is|

lime | comfort.

t the Weils

and glide before it; and it has been
men- to stem the tide
of opposition. , which they have:
had to...contend . with
when they have embraced the truth,
that it requires on -our part, breth-
ren and gisters, devotion to the work:
which Geod has restored. Evesy|
man and woman who has entered.
this church, however ignorant and
illiterate, and has been humbleand
and truly repented, has received a
testimony from God that this is the
truth, bestows his holy Spirit|
upon those whe obey his gospel as
he bestows light upon: the earth.
There have not been a privileged.
few, there bas been no hierarchy,
there has been no monopoly of
knowledge, for some exclusive set:

{ «There are more da

course that hasbeen indicated to us:
We are as sure to be a wealthy peo-
le asthat the sun shines. 1tis the
nevitable consequence of our posi-
tion, habits, uniong &e. o |
rs in wealth
than in mobectacy. . Phere is more
danger in haviu%- 'abundance of.
money, houses, ‘dands, comforts,
carrviages, horses .and fine raiment
than in all the mobs that ever.ars
rayed themselves,against us as &
people from the beginning until'we:
came here. ‘Weshould realize this,
and there is only one way that we

can -eséape the-evil consequences
thereof, ' Wiealth has rained and!

corrupted every. peopleaimost thaty -

ever lived-and attained unto power.

to receive while the rest would be;

It hus sapped the foundation and |

vitality of the most powerful peo--

destitute; but it has been diffused | plés and nations that ever existed
like the blessing of air—it has beenjon the face of: the earth. ~We are

le,
that has been good for us; and pro-
per that we  should ‘have, “that ‘he
has withheld from us: “On the eon~-
trary, he bhas multiplied- blessings
upon us, and he will make us
wealthy if we will only be deveted
to him. ~There is"mo danger that
we shall ‘not betome wealthy, the:
danger is .that. we shall become
wealthy and not be willing touse
our means to his }glﬂry and for ‘the
advancement +of : hig - kingdsm.
That is the danger with which we
are threatened.: 14 Yo 3 09
#God bless you, my brethren -and

sisters, in the name of Jesus, Amen.
t‘ '.fi-"‘l-l_ .-:ﬂ- . f

DISCOURSE
2SCOURSE

-

to all who have believed it, and ev- | human as they avere; 'we are expos-
ery man and woman has received a | ed to the same ftrials and-tempta~
testimony for himself and herself{tions as they were,and we are liable
reaPectin the gospel of Jesus Christ | to-be -overcome@as they were; and
as it has been revealed and taught{ the only safeguard forus is to hold
in these last days. Henece you tra- | everything that we:have subject to
vel from one end of this Territory |the counsel and will jof God  our}
to the other and you find all the{heavenly Father,until a different
people bearing testimony, when/|orderof things shall be institute
called upon, that they know: this is | a&mong us as a peoplel . o
the gu:jvel:uf the Loord Jesus Christ,| I see young :men ‘growing up,
restored in its ;ancient purify aud {and in their growth is . the love of
simplicity. - . You. go to foreign|wealth,the love of ease and worldly
lands, and they. bear the same tes- | comfort, and the desire and greed |
timﬂnlv everywhere, Illiterate, | for money... I will tell you that the
humble, uneducated, weak men|{man who has the greed or-hunger
have gone forth, and, proclaimed| for money within him, and does
this tmt.h,‘augmriz.ed by God, and | not repress it can not be a Latter-
(God has condescended to confirm | day Saint, ' A woman who has the
the truth of their testimony and |love of finery and of earthly ease
administrations among the people, { and comfort within her, aid that is
and we are now brought together
ibn this lﬁnd. iWe are surrounded
_peculiar circumstances, we are
it¥ a.p;fm to be tried and tmte&?fuga
we never have been before. There
are many tests, temptations and
trials now assailmﬁ the La;ten-ﬂa}
r had

i

can not be a Latter-day Saint... No
]mn-n..m't;l.be a Latter-day Saint.in
truth and in deed who does 1ot
hunger after righteousness and the
things of God :more than he does/
after everythiing else -upon the face|
Saints, with which they neve of the earth; and whenever you'see:
to contend before. We have had |or feel this money hunger, this.
mobs, expulsion from our-lands; dress hunger, this hunger for world-}{
from the temple of God that we |ly ease and comfortin yourselves or

the paramount feeling in her heart, {

L]

| while the main _tower will be

reared,and from the pleasanf homes | others you may know that the love
wheih we had created, from the

of God is being withdrawn:' from

. ’ % B ':
President GEORGE A. SMITH,
Bty nm#qnxn':i;r'm__' yirl
Semi-Anrvual Conference, in the
“ New" Tabernacle, Saut Lakeé
... City, Getoler 8iR, 1878,
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REPORTED BY DAVID W. EVANS.

BEFORE the brethiren and sisters
disperse we wish to say a few words
to them in relation to building the
temples that are, in progress. 1
think it was in 1852 that we broke
the ground for this temple. We
have met with a great many ‘obsti-
cles in the way of its progress. Af-
ter the foundation was leVel with
the ground, we commenced to use
granite, which bad  to .be hauled
somo eighteen miles, and we hauled
It with oxen and mules.  When-
ever oppression from our enemies.
or other causes did not.preveut we
progressed with this great. work.
The building is nearly 200 feet long
and about 120 feet wide. The foun-
dation of the side walls is sixteen
feet wide, wfﬁle that_of.the towers
at each end 'has a proportienately |
broad fooling, Wheu cowpleted
the, pinnacles will be 112 feet hiﬁ_;

feet high, The building will be a

—

| or

1 ther to say, that

| to do so, be

ilities. It is the duty of our breth-
ren -and. sisters, ‘hishops, teachers
and all, to wake up to this subject,
aud remembering what is required
of them by the law of the Lord; to
cun_trsbubeuf-, their mites and of their
abundance, that, when. this great
Dbuilding; shall -be, dedicated, they
can eome forward. knowing it is
their offering  to the Most High:
that their tenths. have '‘been ex-
pended upou it,.and that they have
the right to the privilege of enter-
ing its basement and receiving the
dinances of baptism for theindead,
to pass through the wvarious or
nances of the priesthood, -and have

| the necessary sealings duly reeord-
|ed, for themselves and :

their anges-

tors, and bequeath to their posterity
the blessings which are there sealed
upon them for ever. - I exhort the
brethren to consider these things.
- It is maid that in judging the: con-

dugt of others we should be merci-
ful..- This is a kind ef proverb or
select sentence, But it goeson fur-
D criticising our-
selves  we should be exaet .and

' isevere. Now when we come to

judge our tithing, and the interests
we invest in the temples of the
Laord, let us_do it conscientipusly,
each one for hinself.or herself, .
I spoke here, .the other day, a
little in relation to the Word of Wis-
dom, and . I again appeal to my
brethren and my sisters to observe
it,.for I know that. if they. negleet
do re they pass behind
the wail they will mourn, wail and
weep 1n their hearts, for it will have
a t ndency to shorten their days,
decrease their strength and lessen
their glory. To those brethren who
indulge in intoxicating drinks I
say, Cease this folly. Brethren, I
appeal 1o you in the name of human-
ity, in mercy to _yq% wives and .
chillren, in the name of my Father
in heaven and in -the name  of his.
Son, and say, Waste 'net. your
strength and your life with folly of
this Kind. Let intoxicating drinks
alone, entirely alone, . =+
- We_ are looking forward to. the
day when we shall return to Jaek-

L

graves of our friends and kindred | you or them, and sooner'or later it
whom we buried after they. had |will  be. extinguished, and  the
fallen vietims to the land which we{ love . of - the world will grow|
had redeemed from the condition|until it beeomes  predominant.|

majestic one, and will creditably,

| 381 JEARG. son County. The ti |
compare with any Jarge , building | unty. - The time will come

compare with arge | when the Latter-day Saints will
in the world, We hayv ,pw.g_umadi.bu];}lt_i, in Independenee, Mo,, a holy
an advantage that we neverha i be- ¢ity.. That will ene day .be .the
fore— that 1s, Tallway communica- | centre . stake of Zion, the centre

in whichhwe fgung it.  'We have
passed throu these scenes a
there hn!'bee%t but ‘l!ttlé"l’a"lteﬁgg'
ronsidering the eircumstances we!
have had to contend with, Men’
have bravely stood all these things, |
wnd feeble women have been filled
with courage and strength to pass|
through these privations without
their faith failing them. LA
I hope that we shall not have
such scenes to endure again. I pray
that we may be delivered from the
violence of our enemies, that they
may not have power over us again |
18 they have had in the past. But
we must make ealculations on hav-

1

ing trials and difficulties
with, and having tesmw

to be endured and passed through.
We can not expect to aceomplish
the work that has laid upon us
without being tested ‘and proved.
Men and women need not ex
that they will atfain unte the glory
which has in store for the,
faithful without being tested in all

things. If we have a weakness, or.
anything about wus that is _not
thoroughly gonnd, we may expect
that sooner or later, that weak spot
in our nat&re will be found, and we
will be tested to the very uttermost.

[f we expect to sit down with Jesu

i

and the Apostles and those who|

have fought the fight of faith,
and who have laid down their lives
for the truth in past ages, or in our
age, we must expect, like them, to
be proved and tried in all things, |
until every thingain our nature that
is drossy shall be purified, and we
cleansed and made fit to sit
down with them, pure and holy—.
their peers.

Can I then, or can you, £ive w

t{ controlled by the love of the truth.

¢| the mission  that is entrusted to

I donot know anything more cor-
rapting than this greed, hungerand

lust. for the things of “this life, ory

anything more degrading andide-

basing in its eflfects, exeept it be the |

love or lust for women. As a peo-

le we believe that lust for women
3, next to murder, shedding inno-
tent blood, the most deadly of all
sins, - "Committing whoredom or/|
adultery. destroys the man ‘who in- |

dulges'in it, and,next to thaty;in |

my estimation, isthe Jove of wealth
—thelusting after the things of this
life; and there ought to be, and is|
in every rightly: constituted na-|
ture a -constant warfare against
this. evile - We have this to con-

tend with.  YWe should wateh itin |

our children;and in ourselves, and
we should endeavor teo govern and
bring all-our feelings and desiresin-
to such a position that they - ean be

 God-has most wisely designed, in |
my humble view and ﬂpil\{uu; that, |
as a people we should be called upon

from time to time to make sacrifices,

in order that -we may be weaned
from the love of the  things of this
life, that ourxlove may be oconcen-
trated upon him and upen the sal-
vation of  our. fellow :men, for

us—is to save the inhabitants of
the earth. And what  a glorious,
fleld spreads out before us.in this
direction, when we see the tliou-
sands of poor perishing souls whe-
are dying for the want of Lhe bless-
ings that we enjoy. We build tem:.
ples, we organize emigration socie~
ties, and expend our means thatwe
may be the instruments in.the
hands of God of saving and bring-
ing salvation to the inhabitantsof

a
Can you love the wnrl(i,
of the world more
ou do the things of God?
the danger that is before us
plo—itis the lust of the flesh,

these trials. As a
inml'Eiaallng in wealt
multiplying upon us on every hand.
I know -ol’givpo people, to-ch'??, ho
are ering as the Latter-day
Sainis through these valleys. at-e]
God bhas blessed our land, rendered
it fertile, and made it most produe-1
tive. He has placed us, in the cen- |
tre of the continent. We occupy
the key position,and may be termed
the kefyatona Territory or State of
Wealth is pouring into

Ecaple we a
. Wealth

{ him, and he will dilserequire  atoux

the earth—our brethren awud. eur
gisters: [luow 11 4 eLdnt 17

Ged reguired Abraham to.saedi-
fice that which was -most deav lo

hands that whichiis ;most «aar to
us. 7 If, you , hayve-avealth, aud are.
easing in- wealtly, one  of; the
best things, under such circunastai-
ces, is; to be always particulariu do-
iﬂnseihﬁ which God reguires of us,
e re B

that we have, Let us be liberalin
this. .. He requives that weshall]

for ;the - cmigration: of;

peor the dist umﬁsﬁm

earth. %et us bo Blfhamk thigal-
g0, Then,if hgrequires our tline
and talents andrall that wehaye,q
let-us be willing todevote viuselyes,
to.his worls, for he blesses nspwit

Lo get a quantity of stone quarried |

I

| We, gain gxmti%ﬂﬂuqmml fan
of  us one tenthof.alljour relatives, who have e before
e Tyt o L v

b | to carry on the worlk op (g temple;

tion directly with the granite quar-
ty. Itistruethat we have to change
from narrow to broad guage, caus-
ing a little trouble; we bring from
two to four car loads a day of this
graunite on to the Temple Block.
There are some eighty men cuttihg
these stones, and there is a party of
meh now eu@ugsd -in ]a.j;'lug them,,
[ invite all the brethren from a dis~
tance to goon to the ground when
the men . are at work, and see how.
beautifally they hardle these large
stones, and how accurately they
place them in their position, for,
hope Lhat ; ery‘,:LulL_El:,- 1y Saint
feels.enough interest.in ‘the build-
ing of the temple to lift:his heart ip
prayer to . the Most High thai he
will enable us to build the temples
which we have commeuced, thal}
we may continue the work of salva-
tion for ourselves and our dead. I
We are employing a considerable
force of men in, the stoue guarry,
and have been increasing the num- |
ber ot late. Our hope in doing so is

. ¥ o

before the Winter sets in, that we
may continue the work;ef stoue
cutting through the winter., Asitis
now, when only two car 1

the block will be idle, forit requires
nearly three car ioads a day to sup-
ply them, ‘Wearevery g that
we are able to move the temple fors,
warri,qbut you must Le aware that.|
all this takes means.. . The mining

companies in the mountains pay, | mies. Ci: M o1
| people oufr publications. ILet the

or .promise to. pay, high wages;
and we have to ‘fa}! a pretty. lib-
eral price in. order.io satisfy the
brethren, who, work on the, itlil-
ple. . A portion of this is: paid in
the staple products eof tLhe,coun:
try.and the residue in money, or

merchandise, which js the same | Bibles and 1

thing as money to us, for we have
to pay money, for it. We aecord-
ingly appeal to. the brethren, both

remember their duties and thelr of-
ferings for the temple. Remem-
ber.that the, ordinances by which,
| ' yes and

house, wh
n

h.ﬁ, _,Qd‘ lh"n‘, W-! _I,g,_
commandma tae ha . :
t would seem thai in Salt Lake|
City and vicinity there should be

an

abundance..of tithes sand offerings

. saday |
arrive, some of the stone eutters on |

| represented, whae were 'regu

spot of the New Jerusalem which

| God is to build on ,this land. . We

can only be prepared for that work
by being united, . Can we not anite
a little in building. a temple, in
contributing a tenth of all . our sub-
stance to that work? Can we not
nite a little in erecting a. factory,
n establishing a store? Can we not.
leann, step by step, the principles of
anity, which will enable us to be
the people of God, like the Zion of
Enoch, and prepare us ifor a dwell-
ing with the blest? Let usconsider
hese things, and sustain. with _all
our powers all the. efforts that are
made 10 bring about a unity among
the Saints. Every step we take of
this.k{iud is in the right direction.
Sustain our Co-operative stores, and
cease to sustain thoese..who do nof
build up Zion. The elders of Isruel

| have traversed the earth and gath-

ered you from . distant nations, and
you have come here to serve Lhe
Lord; butif you expend your ener-
gies and means in nmtaiuiu_g those-
who would destroy the Baints, you
are only laying the foundation of
our own «egradation, for as the
igrd God lives, the man’' who will
not sustain Zion will be eut off. .
Remember these things, brethren
and sisters, and sustain the servants
of, .'{}ud,;lnd the iustitutions of
heaven. Pray for those who are in
authority, sustain the organiza-
tions that are established for the
welfare of Zion, and cease to sustain
her enemies. Circulate among the

serthons of the Presidency and of
tha Apostles, that are published in:
he DESERET NEWS, be readinevery
habitation. Circulate the publica-
tions of the church wherever you
can, amd supply your families with
ments.  Sustain
and maintain Sabbathschools, aud
encourage ali the ¢hildren, and as
many grown people as may be nec-

here and throughout;the world, to | essary, to attend, that these sehiovls

may prosper, and be useful. -

I thought, invthe start, of a great
mavy suljects that 1. wished : to
talk-about.: In the Stinday School
Union, which metlast “evening,
eighteen thousandbehildren 'were
far ate
tendants at the Sabbath scheslzvin:
this Territory. I'his 49 not what it
should Le. It is wvery extensive |
will admit, but at the {amé-time
there is a school population-in’ this
Territory ol abuus thn'‘ty-five thou-
gaad.’” The Stade! ot Nevmdn has



