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HISTORY OF JOSEPH SMITH
1844

mayimaylMayxay ar1 wednesday 1 heavy rainrainandand
windwindlasslast night

at homihome counselingun the brethren and rode
out a shortashert simeintime in the afternoon with a gen-
tleman from quiricaQui ricy 0

elderErder lyman wight and bishop george mil-
ler arrived from thelinethe pine country

mr thomas A lyne a tragedian from new
york assisted by G J adams and others got
up a theatrical exhibition in the lower rooproom of
the masonicAlasonle hall which waswaa fittefitteddupup iviivlwithalth
very tasteful scenery they performed piz-
arro thethi orphan of genevagenieva douglas the
idiot witness damon and pythias and other
plays with marked success the hall was well
attended each sveningeveningti and the audience ex-
pressed their entire ssatisfactiona faction and
tion

thursdayday 2 very windy all night break-
ing down large trees a thunderstormthunder storm also

at home antlami counseling the brethren
sent william clayton to wilson law to find

out why he refused paying hishia note when he
brought in some claims as a setbet off which
clayton knew were paid leaving me no reme-
dy but the glorious uncertainty ay the law

at 10 a m the maidalaid of iowalowall steamer
started for rock river for a load of0 wheat and
corn to feed the laborers on the temple

william clayton and col stephen Alarkmarkhamhambam
started to attend court at dixon on the case of
joseph smith v harmon T wilson and jo-

seph
jo-

seh HJ reynoldreynoldss 17

inn the afternoon I1 rode to the prairie to sellbell
somebome landi and during my absence lucien
woodworth returned from texas

aaron johnsonJohnaon made the following
affidavit

nauvoo mayad 1844
estatstatee of illinois hancock co

city of nauvoo
personally appeared before me john taylor

judge advocate of the nauvoo legion aaron
johnson and being dulysworn deposes and says
that on or about the day of april 1844
at the didwellingilling house of wilson law in nau-
voo taaforesaid colonel R D foster surgeon
in chief andbild brevet brigadier general of said
nauvoo legion while talking about general
josejosephp smithasmith said that general smith kept a
gaangoffeeof robbers and plunderers about his house
for the purpose of robbing and plundering and
he smith received half the spoils also that
said general joseph smith tried tott get him

foster tokotogoto go and kill boggs with many other
ungentlemanly and like observations
concerning said general smith and others

1 AARON JOHNSON
ad comp regiment

1 ad cohort nauvoo legion
personally appeared aaron johnson the

signer of the above complaint and made oath
tthehe sameme was true according to the best of his
knowledge and belief the day and year above
written before me JOHN TAYLOR

judge advocate of the nauvoo legion
friday 3 at home giving advice to breth-

ren who were constantly calling to ask for
counsel several thunder showers during the
day

in general council from 2 to 6 and from 8 to
10 pm lucien gave an account
of his mission

wrote a letter to uncle john smith and re
quashed attend general council next
biondaAlondamondaywi 5

the iolrollowingfollowing letter was written
nauvoo may ad 1844

elder reuben bedlockHed lock
dear brother your long communication by

elder kayray was received two weeks last satur-
day aisoalso thionetheonethe one by elder clark last saturday
and we feel to thank youyon for the care you have
taken to write us so particularly Wearewe are gladgiad
to receive such communications and wish you
to continue the same course as opportunities
present the brethren havehaye all hadbad good pas-
sages four ships elder clark was only five
weeks and three days to new orleans all
things safe

Aallali things are going on gloriously at nauvoo
we shallshail make a great alake in the nation
joseph for president your family isa well
and friends generally we have already re
received several hundred volunteers to go out
electionselectionelone enineringand preaching and more offerofferingng
we go for stormistormingnr the nation but we mustroust
proceed to realityrealitiesr

the whisperings of thehe spirit to us are that
ioufouhovi willwili do well to content yourself awhile

4nger in old england andana let your wife re-
main where she is we hopcha temple maymay
be completed say one year frombrorn this spring
when in marlymany respects changes will take place
until then who can do better in enenglandland than
yourself but we will not leave yoyou comfort-
lessless we will send elders to your assistanceassistance
for three or four months we want all thebophophelpheip
we can get in the united states after which
you mayn ay expect help

in the meantime you are at liberty to print
I1 as many stars 51 pamphlets hymn books
tracts cards ac as you can sell and make
all the money you can in righteousness dont
reprint everything you get from nauvoo many
things are printed here not best to circulate in
england select and write doctrineI1 and mat-
ter newneonewvew such aswill be useful to the saints
in england and new to us so that when we ex-
change papers all will be edified god shall
give youtouy0u wisdom it you will seek to him and
youyott shall prosper in your printing

weave also wish you to unfurl your flag oilon your
shipping office and send all the saints you can
to new york or bostonborton or philadelphia or
any other port in the united states but not at
our expense any longerlongiongderger behavewe have need of some
thin to sustain us in our labors and we want
you ioto go ahead with printing and shipping
and make enough to supsupportort yourself and help
us a bit you will doubtless find it necessary
to employ br ward keep your books ststraightrairal ht
so that we in the end can know every particu-
lar

ship everybody to america you can get the
money for saint and sinner a general shipping
office and we would like to have our shipping
agent in liverliverpoolatleagle sleep on as good a bed eat
at as respectablerespectablerespect a house keep as genteel an i

office and have his boots shine as bright and
blacked as often as any other office keeperlleeper
yes sir make you money enough to wear a
good broadcloth and show the world that you
represent gentlemen of worthworthy character and
respectability

we will by and bye have offices from the
rivers to the ends of the earth and we will be-
gin at liverpool from this time and increase
and ININCREASECREASi and INCREASE the business
of the office as fast as it can be done in safety
and circumstances will permit employ aruna run
ner if necessary and show the world you can
do a better and more honorable business than
anybody else and more of it dontdoht be afraid
to blowbiow your trumpet

we need not say deal with everybody so that
they will want to deal with you again and make
all the money you honestly can send no more
emigrantsev rants on emigration boolsbooks or star moneyvioneytgtempletempiePI e orders for emigrants may be filled on
templetempieTein PI e funds keep account of all moneys inin
theirthie separate departments and favor us with
a report occasionally ill i

sell the books of mormon the first
unityeunity if it be at a reduced price and forward
thehe money by the first safe conveyance to
brigham Yyoungoung

we will pay your wife as you requested inin
yourroun letter as soon as possible we vishrishvish you
to0 o take care of yourself fandand amily and with-
al help uaus beside and we bahavevo ilolionovtnova put yoyouu
illin possession of means to do it

let nobody know your business but the under-
writers our wives know not all our business
neither does anyelny wise mans wife know all
thingthins s for the secret of the lord is with those
that jearfearear hinrhint and do his business a hint to
the wise is sufficient but we willadawil ladd if you
want us to do anything for your wife write us
amianiadladi we will do it but keep our business from
your wife and from everybody else

we are glad to hearbear a door is open in france
and have no objections to your going
over and preaching ac but weave think perhaps
you will now find as much to do in Eilellenglandedglandglandgiand as
you can find time to do it in if not go by all
means we are in hopes of sending a special
messenger to france in a few days itif so30 very
likely he may call on you and youou pass over
and gigiveve him an introduction this would be
pleasantp I1 ea nt for you all

brdr bedlockHedlock a word with you privately
joseph said last conference that zion included
all north and south america and after the
temple was done and the elders endowed
they would spread abroad and build up cities
all over the united states but at present we
are not to teach this doctrine nnay hold your
tongue but by this you can see wwhyy it is wis-
dom for the saints 0too get into the united states
anywhere rather than stay in england to
starve

the prophet has a charter for a iamlamdam from
the lower line of the city to the island appo
site montrose and from thence to the sand
bar above in the mississippi could fihivefiveve six
or seven thousand dollars be raised to com-
mence the dam at the lower extremity and
erect a building any machinery might be pro-
pelled by water the value of a steam engine
would nearly build the dam sufficient for a cot-
ton factory which we much need start some
capitalists if you can itis the greatest specu-
lation in the world a world of cotton and
woollen goods are wanted here

we have proposed to lrbr clarkdark to return to
your assistance in the shipping business soon

i also to enter into exchanges of goods and pro-
duce which behe will do hebe has not decided
what will hinderbinder your doindolndoinaa good business

in shipping this seiseasonisonlson GOODgow yes in com-
peting wllwilwith thetile first offlieofficespes in thetho city and by
next season takingg the lead if not this when
the saints getgeb to new york boston uckletac letiet
them go to work spread abroad inainthe land or
cometo nauvoo as they findnd conconvenientenfelt and
have means and when the season arrivesarrives start
aagainin cornew griProrleansieansleanseanseang write silonboonsoon afteraffer the
recelreceiptt of this and ietjet uaus know the prospecttetitellteli the saints when they arrive in america
to make themselves as comfortable as they callcan
and be diligent in business and notdt be over
anxious if they cannot come to nauvoo they

i will find elders in all the states who will be
ready to give them instruction and if they can
gather something by the way by their industry
to assist themselves with whenhen they arrive
here it will be well for them

I1we have dropped the nauvoo house until
theoe temple can be comcompletedcomplexpielpleW and therthee templetempie
is going on finely we have had an open win-
ter and forward springnm tilethe twelve are hold-
ing general conferences all over the united
states they will go east soon and br young
will write you as soon asas hefie gets the informa
tion to tell what house you can remit the book
money to I1in nonew york

we shallshail have a stat Convenconventiconventiontl
1

0 at nauvoo
onoh the dinst an election A grgatgriat many
are belibellbelievingvin the doctrine if any of the
brethren wish to go to texas wewr hayehake no parr
nicular objection you may send a hundred
thousand there if you can in eighteen momonthsanthi
though weie expect before that igouyou will return
to receive your endowment aandna thenthep we wwillill I1

consult your interest with others who may be
going abroad about taking their familiesfamilieg with
them

the kingdom is organized and althoaithoalthough as
yetet no bigger than a grainrain of mustard suseed thelittletittlelittle plant iais in a flourishing condition and
our prospectsacts brighter than ever cousin
lemuel is ieryveryvery friendly and cultivatingin the
spirit of peace and union in his fafamilyfvery
extensively I1

william and wilson law R D foster
C L and FP iiiliihigbeebee father cowles ac hahaveve
organized a neneww churchchurch laws and fosters
were first cut off I1williamvilliam law is prophet
james blakesley and cowles counselors hig-
bee and foster of the twelve cannot learn
all particulars charles ivins bishop old drgreen and old john scott his counselors
they are talking of sending a mission to eng-
land but it will probably be after this when
they come among you the same old storistorkstory
over again the doctrine is right but josepjoseph
iaIs a fallen prophet your brethren in the
new covenant

BRIGHAM YOUNG
WILLARD RICHARDS

elder parley r pratt wrote from richmond
massblass as follows
i

dear brdr joseph and brdr orson spencer or
whom it may concconcernerm
thisthia iais to forewarn you that you havehavea a

snake in the grgrassiss a base traitor bindand hypo
crite in your of whom perhapsperh ars

i you I1 may
not be fully awareaware you maymaya 1thinkink these
harsh terms buthut I1 speak from good evidence
andgeawgeak9speak the truth

mr augustiniAugus tiri spencer brother to eldereldir or-
son spencerer hakhai written a letterietter from nauvoo
which is now going the rounds in this neigh-
borhoodbo and is fraughtg with the most infam-
ous slander and lieslles concerning joseph smith
and others and which1 ch isai calculated to embit-
ter thethem minds of wethe people who read aror hear of
it it affirms that joseph smith is in the
habit of drinking swearingswea W carousingcarpusing danc-
ing all night acc ac andn thatthat he keeleekeepsPs six
or seven young females as wives c and
many other sachsuch likeilke insinuations

at the same timeilme hebe cautions the people to
whom he writes to keep the letter in such a
way that a knowledge of its contents may not
reach nauvoo as33 hee says behe islef on intimate

I1
terms and confidential frIendsfriendshiphipbip with the
prophet jojol and the mormonscormonsMormons and that behe

I1

hopes to ggetget into office by their means thithis
I1 isis

his own acknowledgment of his own basenbasenessess
imposition and hypocrisy I1 have not seen the
letter myself but have carefully examined the
testimony of those who have andalid I1 hae also
11seenbeene n and witnessed its baneful effects upon the
people here

now I1 say to the saints let such a manmail
alone severely shunshurl him as they would tilethe
pestilence be not deceived by a smooth tonguetopple0nor flattering words neitherI1 accept of aanyansny
excuse nor apology uuntil he boldly contcontradicts
and counteracts his lying wordswordawolwor da abroad but
rather expose andanti unmask him in your midst
that he may be known and consequently be-
come powerless ieif he is not already so I1 anam
well and expect to be in boston tomorrowto morrow

I1 remainremain as ever Iyourour friend and brother in
the love of the truth P P PRATT

richmond mabsmass mayblay 3rdard 1844

saturday 4 rode out on the prairiervrr ie to sell
some land theile stone work for four circular
windows finished cuttincutting for the middle story
of the Teutempietemple elder W woodruff moveditlelileinto hisbis new rickbrick house

A court martial was detailed asas follows
headread quarters nauvoo legion

may ath 1844
to alanson ripley servantsergeant major 2ndand cohort

nauvoo legion i
you are hereby forthwith commanded to no-

tify the following named officers of the nauvoo
A

legion to assemble at the office of lielle t gen
joseph smithalthaith orron bridakfriday the loth dinst at nine

amamr as nimembersernein ersera of a court martial
detailed for thethe trial of R D fosterposter surgeon
in chief and brevet brigadier general of the
nauvoo legion on the complaint of
aaron Johjohnsonnion for like and unbe-
coming conduct and hereof fail not and make
rereturnstirasliras of your proceeding to the president of
the courtcoart on the first day of its sitting viz

brig gen george miller as president
brevet bribrig gen hugh mcfall

daniel H wells
john S fulmer r

colonel jonathan dunham
stephen markham

i hosea stout
t john scott

col john D parker si
fcc jonathan II11 hale

theodore turleytinleytin ley
as members and colonel john taylor aaas judgeid
advocate also to summons willard richardsrichara
and aaron johnson to appear at the same onetime
and place as witnesses 11

given under my hand the day and year above
written CHARLES C RICH

major gengenralgeneralralrai N L commanding
dr richards wrote a letter at prest JR

youngs request to reuben IlHededlocklock
sunday 5 at home rainy day elder

jedediah al grant preached at the mansion
at 2 pm A large company of friends at my
house afternoon and evening whom I1 address-
ed 6on the true policy of this people in our W
tercoursecoarse with the national government

A conference was held at marsh hill for-
merlyme riI1 frooma hill england comariscomprisingin 68 V

members 22 elders 43 priests 15 deacteachersghers

7 deacons
monday 6 attended general council all

day elder J BI grant was added to the coun-
cil voted to send aimonalmon IV babbitt on a
mission to france and lucien woodworth to
texas sidney rigdon was nominanominatedtedasas a
candidate for the vice presidency of the unit-
ed states

I1 had a warrant served on me by johndjohn D
parker issued by the clerk of the circuit courteburt
ataf carthage on the complaint of francis baM
higbee whoao had laid his damages at
but for what the writ does not state I1 petiti-
oned the municipal court for a writ of habeas
corpus which I1 obtained

at Grpmpm I1 was in conversation with jere-
miah smith and a number of gentlemen in my
office on the subject of emmas correspondence
with governor carlin

beautiful day west wind
tuesbuestuesdayda 7 rode out on the prairie ataatoat 9

am wwithi ta somee gentlemen to sell them some
land A tremendous thunder shower in the
afternoon with strong wind and rain which
abated about sunset and I1 staid at my farmfarin
all night

esquire daniel H wells issued a writ of
ejectment against all persons who had bought
land of drir R D fosterposter on the block eastokeast of
the temple foster having given them warranty
deeds but not having0 paid for the land him
self I1 i 1

an opposition printing press arrarrivedva aldri dr
fosters

the following notice was issuedissuedbybyA11llhereeree re
corder
statestateslate of illinois V iw
city of nauvoo 5 t

to the marshal of said city greegreetingtingtinz
you are hereby required to notify Phinephinehashasbas

richards edward hunter and levi Richardrichards4
that they have been elected members of the
city council of said city and elias smith that
liehe has been elected alderman of said city by
said city council and the said councilorscouncillorscounci lors and
alderman and gustavus hills are required to
appear receive their oath of offofficeice and take
seaseatsbeatstsinin said council on saturday the ath june
af 14 at 10 am at the council cham-
ber by order of the council

I1 witness mv hand and corporation
r 0 seal this ath may 1844la18ia W RICHARDS

recrecorderolder
powen OFor THE HUMAN EYEeve georgeceorge pitt

afterwards lord rivers declared that he coald
tame the most furious animal bby looking at it
steadily lord spencer said 1 wellvell there isis
a mastiff inin the courtyardcourt yard here which iais tilethe
terror of the neighborhood will you try your
power on himahim pitt agreed to do so and the
company descended to the courtyardcourt yard A ser-
vant held the mastiff by a chain pitt kneltbhelt
down a short distance from the animal and star-
ed himbirn sternly in the face they all shudder-
ed at a signal given the mastiffwas let loose
and rushed furiously towards pitt then sud
denlyenlychly chcheckeddecked his pace and seemed confound-
eded and leaping over pittspit ts headbead ranhanra awa

1

y and
was not seen for many hours after buringduringDuriburi ngoneone
of my visits to italy while I1 was walking a
little before my carriage on the road near
vienna I1 perceived two huge dogs bounding
towards me I1 recollecteded what pitt had done
and trtremblingemblin from head to foot I1 yet hadhadresres
alution enoughenough to stand quite still and eye them
with a fixed look they gradually relaxed
their speed from a gallop to a trot came tiplip to
me stopped for a moment and went back a-
gain rogers table talk

I1

clout weary the lord with longiong prayers


