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I1 have longiong looked forward with joy-
ful anticipations to the time when I1
should again meet with the people of
god in these mountains and have the
privilege of standing before them I1
feelleel very thankful to my father in hea-
ven

bea-
venvad for this great privilege I1 have
been absent from this eitciteitycityi and place
over three years and have performed
one of the longest missions of my life
I1 feel thankful to god that you gave me
this privilege and that I1 have hadbad the
opportunity of adding one more lengthy
mission to the long catalogue of mis-
sions which I1 have taken abroad
among the nations it is a great satis-
faction to me to have the privilege of
being numbered with this people and
to have my name enrolled among those
who profess to be latter day saints
with them is safety with them
peace and satisfaction and I1 feel to
say as one said in old times that with
this people I1 desire to livefandand if it is
necessary to die I1 desire to have the
privilege of dyinglying with them but I1 do
not kuknowow whether it will be necessary
for all of us to die perhaps there may
be some who will escape this curse in
sorpecorpesomebome measure and who may meet with
a change equivalent to that of death

I1 have been abroad for the purpose of
doing good that was the only object I1
had in view inin leaving this territory
three years ago last spring whether
I1 have done much good or not remains
for the day of judgment to reveal it is
not altogether for me to judge in rela-
tion to this matter we are well aas-
sured that our father who reigns in
yonder heavens keeps a journal or in
otherether words a record a great record in
which he records the doings of the
children of men we know from a
certain declaration of jesus in the book
of mormon concerning the records of
heaven that the acts and doings of all
men are recorded by the father in that
book and the time is fast hastening
when 1I as an individual and all others
must be brought before the judge of all
the earthcarth and our acts and doings here
in this shortshort space of time appoint-
ed to us as a probation will be read
before us or if not read they will
be perfectly remembered by us and
by those who sit ioiDjudgment so
that a righteous judgmentwill be
rendered on our heads and we will
receive the reward of our doings
whether they be good or evil I1 have en-
joyed myself remarkably well on this
inissionslon I1 hope that some good has
been done and that thetile lord will re-
member the good that I1 have intended
to do even though it may not havehaye been
fully accomplished he knows the de-
sire of my heart has been to fulfillfulfil the
numerous missions which I1 have taken
during the last thirty seven years of my
life

since I1 came home I1 have contrast-
ed the present condition of myself and
this people with what existed when I1
firafirst became acquainted with this gos-
pel then we were a little handful of
people there were perhaps not a hun-
dred persons in all the states who had
received the truth I1 received it about
five months after the organization of
this church and although but a boy
was immediately called to the ministry
in my inexperience I1 went forth with
gladness of heart to bear my humble
testimony to what I1 knew to be true
you may ask me if I1 had a knowledge
before I1 commenced preaching this gos-
pel I1 answer yes I1 went forth from
a farming occupation in the eastern part
of the state of new york and traveled
alone between two hundred and three
hundred miles for the purpose of be-
holding the prophet joseph smith I1
found him in fayette seneca county
new york at the house of father whit-
mer where this church was organized
with only six members in that house
I1 not only found joseph the prophet
but david whitmer john whitmer
christian whitmer and many of thosethose
witnesses whose names are recorded inin
the book of mormon those were hap-
py days to me to see a prophet of the
living god to look on a man whom the
lord had raised up to bring forth one of
theohe mostmosi glorious records that ever sa-
luted the ears of mortal man was to me
almost equal to beholding the face of an
holy angell yet when flookI1 took thatjour-
ney and first beheldbeheld his countenance

I1 did not certainly know that hebe was arprophet 3 believed him to be such be-
causef of the puritypuwhity of the doctrine that
I1 had heard preached which liehe hadblid
brought forthdorthi I1 knew

1
it iwas

tural doctrine agreeingg in every respect
with the ancient gospel for although
but a boy I1 had already become ac-
quaintedquain ted in some measure with the
doctrines of the various religious sects
of the day but none efof them satisfied
me none of them seemed to coincide
with the word of god I1 stood aloof
from all until I1 heard this when mmy
mind became fully satisfied that god
hadbad raised up a people to proclaim the
gospel in all its ancient beauty anandaudd sim-
plicitycity with power to administer in its
ordinances that was a great satisfac-
tion so far as faith was concerned but
still I1 sought for a knowledge I1 felt
as though I1 was not qualified to stand
before the people and tell them that
the book of mormon was a divine reve-
lation and that joseph smith was a
prophet of god unless I1 had a stronger
testimony than that afforded by ancient
prophets however great my assurance
might be it seemed tome that to know
for myself it required a witness inde-
pendent of the testimony of others I1
sought for this witness I1 did not re-
ceive it immediately but when the lord
saw the integrity of my heart and the
anxiety of nrymy mind when he saw that
I1 was willing to travel hundreds of
miles for the sake of learning thetile prin-
ciples of the truth he gave me a testi-
mony for myself which conferred upon
me the most perfect knowledge that
joseph smith was a true prophetprop list and
that this book called the bookbeok ofor mor-
mon was in reality a divine revelation
and thatthat god had once more in reality
spoken to the human family what
joy this knowledge gave me no lan-
guage

an
aag that I1 am acquainted with couldascribedescribe the sensations I1 experienced

when I1 received a knowledge from hea-
ven of the truth of this work

in that early day the prophet josjosephh
said to me that the lord had reveredrevealed
that twelve men were to be chosen as
apostles A manuscript revelation to
this effect given in 1829 before the
rise of this church was laid before me
and I1 read it joseph said to me al-
though I1 was young weak inexperi-
enced especially in public speaking
and ignorant of many important
things which we now all understand
that I1 should be one of this Titwelvevelve it
seemed to me a very great saying I1
looked upon the twelve apostles who
lived in ancient days with a great deal
of reverence as being almost superhu-
man they were indeed great men
not by virtue of the flesh nor their own
natural capacities but they were great
because god called them when jo-
seph told me that I1 would be one of the
twelve I1 know all things were possible
with god but it seemed to me that I1
would have to be altogether changed to
occupy such a great position in the
church and kingdom of our god

but I1 will pass over the first years of
the organization of the church and
come down to the time when the
twelve were chosen it wwas in the
year 1835 in the preceding year a few
of usius by commandmentandland revelation
from god went up to the state of mis-
souri in company with the prophet jo-
seph smith by the direction of jo-
seph I1 was requested to stay in clay
county for a few months to visit the
saints scattered through those regions
to preach to andalid comfort them and to
lay before them the manuscript revela-
tions for they were not then fully ac-
quaintedquain ted with all the revelations which
had been given after having accom-
plished this work and proclaimed the
gospel to many branches of the church
in the western part of missouri I1 re-
turned again a thousand miles tgtp the
state of ohio preaching by the way
suffering muckmuchmuch from the chills and the
fever and ague while passing through
those low sickly countries wading
swamps and sloughs lying down on the
prairies inin the hot sun fifteen or twen-
ty miles from any habitation and hav-
ing a hearty shake of the ague then a
violent fever thus wandering along for
months before getting back to kirtland
ohio where the prophet lived in the
meantime however I1 built up somei few
branches of the church and then start-
ed for the capital of the state of ohio
the city of columbus I1 entered the
city a stranger on foot and alone not
knowing that there was a latter day
saint within many miles but while
passingpasing along the crowded streets I1
caught a glimpse of the countenance of
a man who passed and whirling around

instantly I1 went after him and en
buried ofof him if he new whether theretherel
wereware any people called mormonscormonsMormons inini
the said he iamlam one 1

people and the only one
sides inthe city I1 looked upon this
as a great marvel how is it said I1
that here in this great and populous
city where hundreds are passing to and
fro that I1 should be influenced to turn
and accost the only latter day saint
residingresi dinc here I1 looked upon it as a
revelation as a manifestation of the
power of god iuin mynay behalf heire took
me to his house and when there pre-
sented me with a paper published by
our people in kirtland in that paper
I1 saw an advertisement in which br
pratt was requested to be at kirtland on
such a day and at such an hour to at-
tend meeting in the temple that he
might be ready to take his departure
with the twelve who had been chosen
the day and hour designated were right
achandat hand the twelve were chosen and
were soon to start on their first mission
as a council I1 had been traveling
among strangers for months and had
not serenseen the paper

I1 saw that I1 hadbad not time to reach
kirtland on foot as I1 had been accus-
tomed to travel and consequently could
not thus comply with the request but
with a little assistance I1 got into the
very first stage that went out and
started posthastepost haste for kirtland and
landed 0 what was then
called chadim three miles from kirtl-
and to which I1 traveled on foot reach-
ing there on sunday morning at the
very hour appointed for the meeting
which I1 entered valise in hand not
having had time to deposit it by the
way there I1 met with joseph oliver
cowdry david whitmer martin har-
ris and others of thothe witnesses to the
book of mormon besides several of the
twelve who had been chosen and or-
dained a short time previous they
were meeting on that day in order to
be fully organized and qualified for their
first mission as a council and strange
to relate it hadbad been prophesied in that
meeting and in prior meetings I1 would
be there on that day they had pre-
dicted this although they had not
heard of me for some time and did not
know where I1 was they knew I1 had
been in missouri and that I1 had started
from tbthereere several months benorebefore but
the lordllord poured out the spirit of pro-
phecy upon them and they predicted I1
would be there at that meeting when
they saw me walk into the meeting
many of the saints could scarcely be-
lieve their own eyes the prediction was
fulfilled before them so perfectly I1
look at these things as miraculous man-
ifestationsife of the spirit of god

I1 was ordained and went forth with
the council of the twelve we per-
formed ariatiai extended mission through
the eastern states built up churcheschurches
and returned again to kirtland

it is not my intention to give many
items of our history I1 merely touch
upon these points as theythey present them-
selves to my mind I1 have continued
from that day until the present to bear
testimony to that which I1 know to be
true I1 do not speak enthusiastically
when I1 say I1 KNOW it is not a spirit
of excitement which prompts me to de-
clare these things but I1 testify now to
that which I1 know by revelation to meipe
from heaven as I1 have testified to huhhub
deeds and thousands of people both in
america in england and on the con-
tinent in europe I1 know this great
work which you latter day saints
have received to be the work of al-
mighty god I1 have the same certainty
that I1 have that you are now sitting on
these seats this religion is not a
whim it is not a wild enthusiastic
creed invented by human wisdom but
the origin ot this church is divine
this book called the book of mormon
god gave by the inspiration of his holy
spirit to joseph smith whom you and
I1 believe and not only believe but
know to be a prophet this book I1
consider the choicest book communi-
cated to the children of men for many
centuries the choicest why do I1
say the choicest are there not many
useful and interesting books of great
value containing much information and
many things of importance that have
been sought out by the judgment skill
and learning of men yessaes but among
all those which have appeared since the
first century of the christian era there
isonebisone common characteristicviz they
were written by the wisdom of man
no doubt in many respects though
unknown to their authors they were
measurably dictated by the inspiration

of the spirit of the living god butgod himselfn osithe author of
of mormonnormon hohe highiiinspiredplied theythelideas it
contains andaind gavetgavel them by weth e arim
and thuthumminimmim he sentcent forth his
angel from hehlhebLheavenven clothed in bright-
ness and glory to chosen witnesses
commanding them to declare to all na
eions kindreds tongues and peopleeo I1le
that this precious book waswaa a divineivinlvin e
revelation how great then is thetho im-
portance of this workforkl

it was a very interesting period of my
life when but nineteen years of age to
visit the place where this church was
organized thel room of old father
whitmer where the lord spoke to his
servant joseph and others as printed
in the book of doctrine andana covenants
in that same a revelation through
the prophet joseph was given to mevae
november ath 1830 which is also
printed that houselousehouse will nolie doubt be
celebrated for ages to come as the one
chosen by the lord in which to make
known the first elementseleeiementsmenta of the organi-
zation of his kingdom in the latter
days

but there are many wonderful things
connected with this dispensation not
only in the manifestations of the spirit
of ioddodjod to his servants in the manmany
revelations that were given to
viduals in healing the sick in casting
out devils in restoring the blind to
their sight in making the deaf to hear
and in causing thetiie lame man to leap as
a hart but what is still more wonderful
the gathering of the people from dis-
tant nations it is a wonder to me to
look upon the great sea of faces now be-
fore me in this bowery twenty years
ago on the twenty first day of july I1
stood solitary and alone on this greatacity plot near the place where now
stands bishop hunters house being
the first man of the latte rd saints
that ever stood on this ground this was
in the afternoon of the twenty first day
of july 1847 brother erastus snow
entered the valley with mome in the after-
noon we traveled down to the south-
east of the city br erastus lost his
coat off his horse and went back to
huntbunt it up and told me if I1 wanted tcto
look over the country he would wait
for nmeeatvatat the mouth of what we now
call emigration catloncation I1 started from
where we parted and camecamo up and
stood on the banhbank of city creek I1
gazed on the surrounding scenery with
peculiar feelings in my heart I1 felt as
though it was the place for which we
had so long sought brother brigham
had requested me to proceed on and
search out the road several of the
brethren had been taken sick at yellow
creek and they appointed me and a
small company to go on and to see if we
could find anythingany thing of salt lake valley
or a country suitable for a location
what did I1 seeseo when I1 came into this
valley I1 saw some few greenreen bushes
on yonder bench but sawbaw but little life
throughout the valley except a certain
insect that was afterwards called a
cricket I1 saw them cropping the few
isolated bushes and gnawing every-
thing green around them the land on
yonder bench was all parched up and
the soil as we went down still further
also dry and baked but as we neared
the waters we could see there was a lit-
tle moisture round the banks it was
really a solitary place and is well de-
scribed by the prophet david in the

psalm he exclaims in this beau-
tiful language gio0 give thanks unto
the lord for he is good for his mercy
en dureth for ever let the redeemed
of the lord say BOso I1 whom he hath re-
deemed from the hand of the enemy
and gathered them out of the lands
from the east and from the west from
the north and from the south but
david describes the country to which
this people were to be gathered he
calls it a dreary desolate land they
wandered in the wilderness in a solitary
way they found no city to dwell inare there not many sitting on these
seats who can reflect back to the time
when they wandered over the solitary
plains the arldarid deserts and rugged
mountains are there not here some
of the pioneers who were numbered
among the one hundred and forty three
who traveled fifteen hundred miles from
nauvoo and a thousand from our win-
ter quarters on the missouri river who
can bear testimony that we did wan-
der in the wilderness in a solitary way
oh how solitary t was except for the
red men buffalo a few antelopeantelopesomebomecome
elk deer and bowling it was
indeed solitary no road broken for us
no bridges across the streams we were
unable to tell what latitude or longi


