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God as it exists today. And what has
been the consequence of this? I desire
to bring the minds of the brethren to
those days. Just as quick as the Twelve
Apostles wereappointed and the Church
was set in order, the devil labored with
all the power that he possessed to turn
aside these men and inspire them to
leave the Church of God Because of
this it seemed to be very hard work
many times for men who had received
the Priesthood and even 1he Apostleship
tomagnifythat Priesthood and to stand in
their calling until they could finish their
work in the flesh. I have made are
mark once or twice in my leachings with
regard to the great apostasy in Kirtland.
1 passed through that scene, as did
some others who are now with us, and [
wish now to refer to it because it is
something we shouid lay to heart.
Even Apostles took occasion to rise up
and endeavored to dictate and direct the
Praophet of God. Here, brethren and
sislers, was a manifestation—and a very
strange one, too—of the power that the
devil had over the leading men whom
God raised up to assist 1n laying the
foundation of this Church and in bring
ing forth the Book of Murmon. Those
who testified to the Book of Mormon
were led away through not keeping the
commandments ol God and thinking
that they themselves were great men.
Some of them were learned men; some
of them considered themselves very
smart men, and they were so smart
that they wanted to dictale and direct the
Prophet of God. The consequence of
all this was that they turned aside from
the commandments of God. Some ol
them had been true and faithful in their
labors in the ministry. | bhave heard
‘Oliver Cowdery testify of the Book ol
Mormon by the power of God when it
seemed as if the very earth itrembled
under his feet. He was filled with the
Holy Ghost and the power of God
while he was faithfu!; and so were many
of these men. But Oiiver Cowderv
yielded 1o the temptation of the evil one,
and we may say he apostatized, So did
Martin Harris, and several others con-
nected with them. They l!eft tne
Church, they turned against Joseph, and
they said he was a failen prophet, and
they themselves wanted to direct the
Church. I have remaiked that there
wus a Ume when there were but two of
the quorum of ithe Twelve Apostles
then in the town of Kirtland who stood
by Joseph Smith and upheld himasa
prophet, seer and revelator. I wasnota
member ol that quorum at that time; |
was 4 Sevenly, Several of these men
called upon me in the time of this apus-
tasy and asked me to jumn them against
the Prophet; the Pruphet was falien,
they said Now, I had seen encuizh
myselt oi the Prophet of God, and | nad
read enough of the revelations ol God
through him, to know -thal he was a
Prophet of God and not a talien propher.
I saw that these men were yielding to
the devil, and | told them so. Said I:
“yyuu wilk all go to hell unless yon
repent. Joseph has been raised up by
the power o) God; he has orgamzed this
Church, he has becn true and fathiul to
God and to the Church and kingdum ot
God here on the earth, and you will fall
aod go to perdilion unless you repent
of your sins and turn from the pos.tion
you afe in today.” A goud many or
themm did fall. 1 will here name one
instance I saw one of these apostles in
the Kirtlana Temple, while 1he Sacra-
ment was bemng passed, stand in the

aisle and curse the Prophet of God to his
face while he was in the stand, and
when the bread was passed »rcund he
reachedout his hand for a piece of bread
and flung it into his mouth like a mad
dog. He turned as black in the face
almost as an African with rage and with
the power of the devil. What did be
do? He ate and drank damnation to
himseil.  He did not go and hang him-
sell, but he did go and drown himsell,
and the river went over his body while
his spirit was castjinto the pit, where he
ceased to have power to curse either
Goa or His Prophet in time or in etern-
ity. [ mav say that David Patten was
not in Kirtland at this tinie; he was in
Missouri, He never apostatized, but
died a martyr.

Brethren and sisters, I have passed
through these scenes, and it was a
serious time. And I will tell you the
devil is not dead today, but will war
against us and against this Church, as
far as he has power, while we dwell in
the flesh. I thank the Lord, however,
that I know for mysel! that this Church
will stand, and the Lord will bear it off
triumpbhant. We have passed those
days ol afifliction anu sorrow; but I want
to say to my breihren, one and all, we
still have got to watch unto prayer. If
there is any place where the devil can
lead us astray he will do it. We are not
safe until we get through with this pro-
bation. I thank God for one thing:
| am satisfied for myself that those days
are passed and gone. There Is no man
in heaven or on earth will ever live to
see such a day again. We are too near
the cnd; we are too near the coming ol
ithe Son of Man. The Lord Almighiy
has called a class of men upon whose
shoulders He has laid 1he responsibility
of this great work, He has cnosen the
weak things of the world, and we have
these responsibilities resting upun us,
| am satisfied for mysell that the ser-
vants ofl God whom He has chusen will,
as a rule, be true and faithful unto
death. How dark a man must be in his
mind to gel into sucl a condition as
these Apostles were. 1 heard some ot
them bear testimony before God, angels
and men that tney had received the
ministration of angels, and having thai
knowledge, what a condition they must
' ave been in when they apostatized!
We want to guard ourselves with
regard to these matiers. We have gol
1o look to the Lord to assist us in the
cause in which we are engaged. I hope
and pray that I may live to see 1he per
tect union of the Twelve Aposties
with the Presidency of this Church and
the union oi the whole Churcni. We
have 1his work upon our shoulders, and
the Lord is watching over us, | will say
1o all the nations uof the earth, you can-
not turn aside or overthrow the designs
of the Lord; they will come to pass in
the earth exactly as they have been
promised to the children ot men.

We are here upon a mission, and it is
a great mission. We are blessed in
living i1 this vay and generation We
ought to try and make the must of it we
can, We ought tu try and improve oug
lime, magnuy our calling and do our
duty., 1 will say to the Latter-aday
Saiwnts, the Lord has calied and chosen
us Lo siand as the leaders ot the people
—-the Presidency, the Twelve Apostles
and the various quorums and positions
which we are in, and we are respunsible
to God fur the cuvrse we pursue in

these matters. True, we need the faith
and f{ellowship of the Sainis; we need

their assistance; but inasmuch as we do
our duty the blessings of God will be
with us. I know for myself that the
Lord has set His hand to carry out Flis
great purposes and prepare the way for
the coming of the Son of Man. We have
passed through a long period ot time
as men count time, in our history, I wili
here refer to one incident: When Christ
and Peter, James and John, went into
the mount, Moses and Ehas were mani-
fest to them, and Jesus was transfigured
before them. ‘lhe lasttimethe Apostles
ever met with the Prophet ]oseph
Smiih, there were eleven of us p.esent
—nine Apostles, himself and his Erother
Hyrum. He likewise was transfigured
before us, as far as mortal man can be.
The room which he was in was filled as
with consuming fire by the power of
God. His tace was clear as amber, he
was clothed with the power of God.
We did not know he was going to leave
us any more than the Apostles kpew
the Savior was going to leave them in
that day. But he told us what gur
duties were. He laid before us what
Gud required at his hands and the or-
dinances unto which he had been
ordained by the power of God. He
said the Lord had sealed upon his head
every ordinance, every key and every
power belunging 1o this dispen-
sation of the fulness of times; and
he added, ‘' have sealed these lh"-‘g;
upon you neads; now you must go {orth
and bear oft this kingdom or you will
be damned.”” Thal was a very sirong
remark to us. | have never: forgotten
it frum that day to this. | realize that
God was with him. And He has been
with His people Heis with Zion to-
day. He will continue to be. Tnough
all the powers ol darkness may war
against us, the Lord is our Friend, and
He will sustain us and give us power to
puilld up Zion and to carry out this
work until the coming of the Suyp of
Man. Theretore, let your hearis be
comforted. These Apoustles, | am
satisfied, are of vne hear' and mipd
| know they are united with us; I know
we are umt d with them. This 5 a
great joy and consolation to me. We
all should be wunied in the cause in
which we are engaged. Inasmuch as we
do this we shall come ott numphant,
1 have no fear about Ziun; I never had,
It is written, as with a pen upon a rock,
and is the voice of Gou, that Zion shall
siand.-- Ail the prophecies that the Lord
nas given as coublained in the Blblé,
the Buuk of Murmun and the Docirine
and Covenants will be tulfilled to the
very letter, Not one jul or ome title
wiil faal untuifilled, Zion will arise and
flounsn, and 1ne g ory of Gud wui rest
upun ner. When | cast my mind over
the sigus of the times, when 1 logk at
toe lu.f ment ol prophecy aid observe
what is taking place 1n ihe earith | see
tne hand ol Lod manilest and the tuwikl-
ment of prophecy and reve.ation,
Tuese angels of Gud that have heen ”
standing m the temples of heaven
tioiding sharpsickles day a ter day plead-
g witi Gud to let tuem go forin 1o
reap duwu the earth bave been come
manded of the Lord to wait uatld wne
whvat was gathered into the garner, and
then they nughe go torh and reap down
the eart . 1 the worla wants to know
whal is coming 10 pass, let them read
tue Bible, the Buok ol Mormun and the
Doctrine and Covenamts; let them read
these revelations of SL jJuhn. As God
lives they will come to pass, Nut vne
of them will 1al} uniulfiiled. Aqd the



