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REMARKS

various eystems of relizion and philosophy
| Y TAYLCR.  abernacle, Sunday Just as the ancien's praclised only vary-
Gy Elder Jﬂmﬂuiug. April 6, 1862, ing in form, They have now heir

L —

REPORTED BY J. V. LONG.

gods that they worship the same as religious
entbus asts bad in former dispensations. |
Many of the religionists of the preseit day.
llave just as much confidence in their foolish
theories as tlie ancienls had in their deities,
thing that 1 may advince now, I pray =y |made w:th tbeir own hands This is true also
Fleaven'y Father that I may be inspired by | of modern philosophers.. Oar politicians are
the same spirit that Imay lay before you such 'aleo ag much confused as men were foru erly
things a8 will conduce to your bapp ness and | notwithstanding our professed superior en-
well-being.  We enjoy privileges here that |lightenmeut. 1f you go to the St tes,to the
are not enjoyed by any ottfér pcople ander the | North for irstonce, dow’t you think tiat the
face of the heavens. [ do 1ot care what North believe that they will make he
country they inhanit, what their advantages | South sul mit to their will? The Noith think
have been in point of education, or what \ they will, and in fact that is nvow very neaily
facilities they may have possessged in Husitinn accomplishied and that ithe war will scon be
and wealth; or in political, scientifle, me- | wound up. And dow’t you think the South
chanical or literary acquirements.  There |are sireng in the belief that hey are in the
are no people under the heavensthat are situ- | right and will succeed in carrying out their
ated as we are. There has been one great designs., But what will either of them ac-

I have felt very much interested in the re-
marks we have heard this morning. Inany-

difficulty always in the world; with very few | complish moere than has been done in former

exceptions, and that is that men have been 'day:? Nolhing. What does this arise from?
left to pursue their own course, to follow the | For want of correct teaching from the ser-
dictates of their own individual feelings, to vants of tie Moat High God, If any or all of
surgne a course which is_dictated alone by a these men in their day and age of the world
alse |hilosophy, a false reli ion and l'alae}r:ou!d bave obtained the blessings, the light of
politics. These persons Lave rot understood, (revelation communicated unto them they would
nor have they been able to understand, neither | readily have received the gospel provided.
have they had the means within thieir reach to | they eould bave understood as we do. v has
comprehend correct principles. A great many | bern customary among men.to seek only to
very sincere wmen in the world have prayed | the wisdom of men, and to the k- owledge of
earncstly to be guided by the Lord, but they | meu to be enabled to govern their course of

have Lad 10 priesthood, no organization, no lifeand conduct. This has been the g neral pur- |

intelligencecommunicated to them from on high 'suit of the human family. A!l mankins have
further than that which would simply govern

their moral actions. ‘and i
and kings have set {o work to beuefit the peo- | beiiev:d that be was inaccessible. Do you

ple by estab ishing governments, ou their own | think that those old rrofessors felt about God
respons bility, wi.hiout the dic ation of the |asthe religious professo.s do in these days?
L.ord, without priesthood or authority from | Most assuredly 'hey did.
heaven. They have not professed to bave any | Daniel when tue King Belsh zzar gaid to the
legitimate right to the priesthood, but with a |astrolgsers and sooth sa:ers that he wanted

blind fatality to the example that bas been and desanded of them to find out the drram,

tet by others,they have followed in the wake DI'J.[

which had gone from bim and then to give the
{yrants and oppressors or adoptod the notions | interpretation?

The astrelogers said, “why

acknowledged a Supreme Being that governs
Natious Lave risen up and controls tLe world, but they have always

How was it with PY
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'gistance to usher in a new era of life, of

peace, of happiness, glory and exaltation to
the inhabitants of a fallen werld, and like-
wise of renovation to the world itse'f.

This, to us, I was going to say, is almost
new s itis strange at least. We bave been
awakened by the voice of inspiration, and

‘glory has filled our hearts when we have been

saluted with the message which the the great
Elohim has revealed tor the redemption of
the sons of mer. A d we have felt blest and
inspired, yielding obedience to the laws of
God, and our souls have rejoiced in the Ho'y
One of Israel; and yet, like the Israelites whe
left their homes in the land of eppression, we
are all the wkile lookir g back to Egypt. We
have drawn in our tradiiions, as it were, like
our mothier’s milk. Our education, our train-
ing and teaching in general, not merely in re-
ga:d to religion, but upon every subject, have
been in opposition to or a perversion of the
‘pure principles of the kingdom of God. There
18 not a co rect priunciple in relalion to that
which is calculated to conduce to the happi-
ness of ourselves and the world at large that
has been understood and properly applied, or
that man wirbout the Spi, it of God bas known

anything about. And bow could we under-|

stand anight, if all the world were i-norant?

REMAEKS,

By Prest, BRIGHAM YOUNG Tabernacle, & m.,
of April 7, 1862,

REPORTED BY G, D, WATT.

Without revelation direct from heaven, it
is impossible for any person to fully under-
stand the plan of salvation. We oftin hear
it said that the living oracles must be in the
cbureb, in order that the kingdem of God
may be established and proeper on the earth,
I will give another version of tiis sentizuent.
I say t!at the living oracles of God, or ihe
spirit of revelation muet be in each &nd every
individual, to know the plan of ealhation
and keep in the yath that leads them to the
presence of God.

How true is the text that Br. George A.
Smith has quited. There are thousands cf
our Elders who orght now to be teachers,
and to kncw enough to commence the king-
dom of G d on the earth, and e-tablisb it, and
¢ol tinue to lead, guide, and direct it, leading
the people directly through the gate inlo ibe
celestial kingdom of our Father and Gud, aid
yet they need to be taught like children.

From what has been remsrked it eappears
that, in eome instarccs, the president and
the bishop of a Branch infringe upen ihe

Our statesmen and philosorhers who h“‘“‘rfghtn of each other, perhaps bonesily; aud

pro’ essed and stil)l profess to know go much,
are shrouded in darkness, and there was no
one capable of teaching us elevated princi-
“ples, simply because no one had recently re-
vealed nor knew any better than ourselves,
I ask 18 it surprising tbat we should waver
and act ignorantly? And seeing that the
whole world have becn in sych a siate of groes
darkness, is it surprising ‘hat we ghould, jn
many iusta ces forget our Ligh calling’s glo-
rious bope, aud f.rget the si uation we cecu-
. the blessings, ordinances, powers and
giits that have been bestowed upon us? Is it
surprising that we should look back like th-
children of Israel did when they made a gold-
en calf and other idols and said ‘““These be
thy gods, O I:rael?”? I leave you to answer

of vain philusopbers without any teachings | no man can tell this thing which the king de- | for yourselves.

from on high. Governed by the lust of cou- ’m._am!cth but that beip
quest, the «cquisition of territory, the fascina- with flesh.”” Bul Daniel prayed to Him that
tions of scepties and dominion, and dietated |r«vealeth secrets and his prayer was answer- |
alone by the wild chimeras cf their own _
biala: were revealed lo him so that when be went in|
~ Men havealso risen up asreligious teachera ' before the king be unfolded that which tte
and reformers, many who have couceived  kioghbaddreamec and then forgotten. How was
ibat something Las been wrong in tlie world ! it with the old Gricians? Among other thngs,
socially, morally an. religivusly, but what that | they bad an unknown God, and when Paul
wrong has becn they have not been able defi- | visited them he saw an inscription to this un-
nirely to t=l. They couid tell sometbing |known deity of theirs, hence when addressing
about a erucified and risenredeemer, as glean- ithem he gaid, “That God whom ve ignorantiy |
ed from the seriptures, but they kuew noth ng, | worship, him declare I unto you.”? They be-
or cowmparatively noihing in regard to 1he lieved in the Supreme Ru'er of the Universe,
relationship that exista or that ought to exist | and so do the world now, but still they wor-
bthEEu mdan ﬂ-lld hiﬂ Fathﬂt in ht'ﬂ.‘?tﬂ. JEM" ﬂhtu n Gﬂd yvithnut‘ bo -}rl p:i:”-ﬂ- or pﬂbfﬂiﬂnﬂi"
knew nothing in relation to the pre-existence | We can say tie saweof kings, princes, rulers |
of man; or his future ces iny, the organiza- and philosophe s, for lhe-zee\m
tion of thie world, the object of its creation,|in a Supreme lelﬂ of the Universe; but for
or ity destiny. The desigus of God in relation | the present, guflice it to say that there has
to the redemption of wan,and the world’s | been little or no improvement in these things.
and man’s eternal exaltations, and progres- You go in'o the United States, to England,
gions they were profoundly ignorant, like the
kings without pricsthood and au'horty, ‘they |
were blind leaders of the blind, unsent, unin-
structed of the Loid. Tbey coud not com-|dred or athousand years ago. There is no,
prehend anything of this kind and conse- [increase there in the knowledge of God. Then
cuently they were divided in their feelings, ' how is it possible for them to get any xnow-
.'l:nd hence all the wildness of sectarianisin. | ledge of the futurc? How is it poseible that
And yet a great mapy of these men have been | they can understand anything pertaining to |
just as sincere as we La\e been, A great|their temporal or spiritnal existence either!
wany philosophers have risen up in the world | past or future without the spirit of revelation
unaided by the Ailmighty, and they bhave | from on high? 'There isno poweror influence
introduced their systems of moralily and |that can reveal these things in their proper
different Jaws of life, morality and politics for ) Jight, but that Cod “whose dwellng is not
the well-being a d happiness of the human | with flesh.”
family and with a desire to promo'e their|icians,pbilosopheis, and all classes and grades
welfare, but they have af:t:_umpli‘ﬁhed very little. | of men bhave been ignorant of these teach-
All these powers combined have done very
little to ameliorate the condition of maukind.
Tlhey have signally failed to regenerate the|of which 1 bave been speaking. Ikt was to do
world. It is true they Lhave taught the exist- | away with this ignorance that has existed for
ence of a God and of our responsibilities to | ages, to reveal the purposes of God and es-
Him., They bave taught m.ny good moral | tablish correet religion and morality, and the
prect pts, and sought to imbue them with [only true form of government that God re-
good principles and influences, DBut not pos- . vealed his will to the human family through
sessing a knowledge of the laws of life them- | Joseph Swnith; it was for this t_i:at be opened
gelves, they bave been unable to teach them | the heavens &nd communed wiih man upon
to others. There bas always beer wanting |[the earth, and it was for this tha' he drew
some principle and leading irfuence; they|away the veil that had obscured th: world
have all of themn lacked a reliance upon God |for ages. Bv and throuh Jo<eph Smith he
and proper teaching and instruct on from him, |revealed the law of life, the relationship of
And this bas been the cause of great diiliculty | God to man, ard how to secure indivi ual
that has exweted in every day and age of the | happiness «f friends, relations and as ocia-
world., There has be nn very little change | tiops, and also that which would be for the
comparatively in the world in regard to the | well-being and renovation of a world This
eondition and practices of the human fomily, | is what we are after, and it is this, as I un-
Ju former times they used to worship idols of i derstand it, that God is after. It isto intic-
various forms and possesing cer ain supposed | duce correet principles amorg the hum.n
powers, some thousands of Geds of various|family; itis to do away with these abuses

pations and see if yeu can find anytiing in

relation to God, mere than there was a huu- |

ing any corieclt knowledge of Lhose priuciples

whose dwelling 1s not

¢d, and the king’s dream ande in erpretation

But all men of the world, polit- |

inge, and they have had no means of obtain- |

" must recolls et that cur notions are not correet

Wilen we become ingpired by the Spirit cf
God, ard the truths which flow from his ser-
vants,we are enabled to compreliend our posi-
tion and re ationeh p to the Most IHigh. It
is no small affair that we are engaged in; we
are striving to sweep away the 1ubbigh and
error of ages, CQur peace wilh Geod is what
we are trying to feel afler, if, peradventure,
we may find the correct way of life, of reli-
gion, of government, of every tbing that is
calculated to ennoble, to bless and exalt us in
time and in elernity. Having believed that
we bave got this, we are trying to feel after
our Heavenly Father and he is trying to bave
us feel after him, and he is pouring cut his
gpirit upon us from time to iime, and causing
us to cry *““Abba, Father,” and to fee! thai we

VE T bevsesed  Are his children, and therefore we {+e] to bow

WD reverewes betore him as our Father
‘our Ged and deliverer, mf:ﬂn Iau't CUY Urust 1
him. We are constautly trying fo feel after

ithis kind of spirit apd to be able to say the

arid if ynuf!eaae g0 thodghoug the Bofopean .If Lord is cur God “lhe Lord is our King, the

Lord is ouy Lawgiver, and be eball rule over
us,”aud we do 8 met me= get a little glimmer-
iug of this spirit and it does produce a certain
cffect upon our minds, but we slide back
again. Sometimesthough we are like the boy
that went to echool who said that he slipped
two steps backward for one forward, but 1 ro
not believe this as a general rule, for'l belive
with Piesident Young that we h.ve made and
taken many steps in ‘he right direction., 1

frel algo that thiere are thou - ands who bave

' not bowed the knee to baal, but who feel that
- God is their Lord, protec'or and deliverer,
' Wha is it that we Lave got to do? Iltisto
‘let this spirit ircrease within ourselves and
/ before God; part wi'h our faulls and vanit es,
and if things don’t go according te our judg-

ment and feelings and notions of things, we

-and that our wisdem has been proven to be
folly, therefere, there is mere that is correct

‘but that which flows from the great Elob m, !

' and that will deliver us fiom our folly and bring
~us ont the labyrinth of mystery into the light ‘
‘of truth. And the Almighty has commenced to |

gather his people from every nation, Kindred |
‘anrd tongue, and to impart wisdom and know- |
ledge for his Saints. And, if weare governed
by the Alwighty and walk in his foot:teps,
‘we may know not only how to eave ourselves |

| but the churebh and kingdom of God upon the

eaith, and introduce a reign of rizhteousness,
and do that which philosophers, kinge, gov-

‘ernors and statesmen in their day and age|

‘the high priesthicod, when they try

they think that they poesess this piwer and
that authority, and thereby contention arises
in the midst of tbis people, creating aliey~
ation of feeling and apostacy. What a pity
it is that euech circumstances thou.d exist;
they create sincere regret in the scui of
levery pereon who desires to sce the kingdem
of God prosper on the earih,

The spiritval and the temporal cannot be
separated, and,in the econemy «f the Framer
of the uniserse, are not designed to be. For
example, were we a con.regation who bad
not hrard the plan of salyatien ard knew
notling of the kingdom of God upon earth
and were listening patiently fo a s ranger
opening the plar of salvation to us, our hearts
would be touched by the fire in tle ‘epeaker,
the eyes of our understandings would be
cpened, and we would begin to comprebend,
admire, ard rejcice in the truth., This is a
spiritnal work,an internal woik,a wor k upon
the heart and aflectiine, This is what we
call gpiritual impressions. The speaker bas
portrayed before our minds the Leauties of

rand in a manner so congenial to tLe feelings
f all bonest peisons, that they are all infiu-
enced to believe the gospel.
next step? Ycu next atk the preacher to
baptize you, ard uere you ccmmence a temn-
poral labor with both body and spirit. The
preacler has bren laboring with hie Lody,
¢nercising his lui ge, and his whole spiritual
land temporal sys ewn, and this labor produces
| a spiritual and temporal benefit on these who
believe and practice his tecch ngs. It is ro

extramely nice a point to draw the line of de-
marcation belwien THETEMPOTaT and wpinitng |

(acts of man, that it is impo sible te separale
'the two. There is a class of men who do not
believe anything in religion to be tempoial;
they are baptized in their heaite, partake of
the sacrament in their hearts, preach in their
hearts, and worship the Lord in their Learts,
while their bodies are constantly seramblivg
after the dimes. To be baptized, chauge
your wet clothes for ry ones, go to weeting
to worship the Lord, and to brinrg the bouy
into subjection to the will of Ch ist, in all a
temporal labor aided bty 'he divine spirit.

1 will pay a few woids with regard to a
bishop. LExcept we find a literal descendant
|of Aaron, a man has to be ordained to the
'h gh priestbood to administerss did Aaron
(and hissons. Suppose we thenplacethes. inie
‘man also as a president in a Branch, how are

we going to divide his duties and lators? I
[raid a few woids on this sulject last year,
and can say mere about it. Can the buhop
baptize the pecple, according to Lie Ligh.p-
ric? Hecan., When the people Le has bap.
tized assemble for corfirmation, can he coti-
firm them? He cannot, under the jovey of
hig bishopricy; but as he has bern ordeined to
the office of a Ligh priest, arter the order of
Melchisedek, to prepare him to ret in the
ciice of a Lishop in the priesthood of
Aaron, wlen he Las baptized the eople
under the authorily of hia Lishopric, he hrs

aright as a high puiest to corfirm them inte
e

the «hurch by the laying en of hands. Nish-
ops begin a contention in their bra: ch, vwhere
they operate in their callirg,when they ams|-
pamate with their biehop’s office the cffice of
to bLri E

have failed to accompieh, Tle Lord will“hE a athority of the bigh priestl.ood in the

‘(o this by havirg a people that will be obe-
dient to his law, sy
Erethren, may God belp you, and I blecs

suiins w.s set torih for mankind to worship,
and men have just the same foolish notions
nw on y varying in form. There has been all
kinds of theories introduced by philesophers,
engl religicnials. ~Instead of gods of wood,
iron, brass, stone an | gold, they bave theories,
pot.ong and :ideas. They have cermmerced

that have so lorg existed and prevailed in the
world, and that mankind may be taught the
wavys of !ife and salvation, to qualify them to
teach correet principles to their progeny, and

in due time gtand forth upon Mount Zion as
Saviors in these last days, and that the ser-

Iuat: ¢f God may be able by Lis aid and as-

‘you in ths name of Jesus: Amen,
- ® =
Wanm Wearuer.—If it cannot be eaid
truthfully that the weather during the past

‘week hag_been hot, it has certainly been

l’ exceedingly warm bolh day and nighe. j

kingdom of God down to the capacity of tle
priesthood tizat belongs to the coffice of s
acting bishop; here they make 2 grave mie-
take, and fall into perp'exing errorva,

What ave the duties of & precidont ard a

' bishop? We will first noticr 2 duty ‘the: be.

longato a president, Porire‘ance, he v ist og
2 cem’erteble place precared for' the projle
to meel in, and he :ﬂln.ag thre bishop tg

the kingdem of God on eaith so rationally,

What ie tho,
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