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.11DISCOUESE nf t iftl t.i Mia Attn .niYnMmarriage then to Cause offense. The
cry against na then was. that we

many of whose members practicethese crimes, and yet they pass
along unnoticed and undisturbed.

In voting against yon as I did, I
told thoeeliroand me that I did the
'xaoet cowardly act of my public life."
Another said, "Mr. Cannon, I wrote
to my wife, and told her that. I had

our talk and cautions in everything
we do, feeling to submit to wrong
rather than to do wrong, trusting in
the Lord to overrule the Intentions
of our enemies for our good and the
final triumph of truth over error,

the same influences las the politi-
cians the pulpit and this popular
clamor cause men to be afraid. If
we could be known as we really are

not in Salt Lake alone, for this
city is not a fair sample of Utah; If
It wete possible fo the people gene-
rally, who reiterate these popular

neiievea that ttod was a Ood of rev
elation as He was: in ancient days;
Miat xi.e was me same uod in this,the 19th century, that He was in
the nrst century of the Christian
era, when Jesus and the Apostles
ministerea among men. This was
considered sufScieat cause for mobs
to organize themselves and drive our
people from their homes and lands,
and to kill some of them. '

?

If we were to practice plural mar-
riage in some other manner,! and
not sanctify it by the forms of I reli-
gion; if we were to! be guilty of any-
thing ot this character, separating it
entirely from all; religious ceremo4
niea and ordinances, thera would be
little, If any thins. Bald about us. To
judge from expreesiona I hear! I do
not suppose it would excite; any
particular animosity!

i We, as a people,' have to'pass
through these ordeals. It la a great
consolation to me, it has been whila

have been absent,! to know: that
we are ugh tine the battles of religious liberty .for the entire people; it
might be said, for the entire world.
And there la no people on this con-
tinent in so good! a position to do
this to-da- y as we are, for there Is no
peopie; so Well organized as we are.
sso man, single-hande- d, oouid do
what we are. doing; no half dozen
men could do it; they would be
crashed. .Let any man go out from
this place and attempt, single-han- d

ed and apart from any other organ-
ization, to fight the battle that we
are fighting, snd he would soon be
overwhelmed. But we are an or
ganized community; we can; live
here as we did in the early days
Without help from any other source
except God. We can raise our food;
we can make our clothing, if it be
necessary we can pinch ourselves,
dispense with luxuries, and can live
on those things which are barely es-
sential to life. We do not necessa
rily have to depend upon other, peo
ple for support. If grasshoppers
come and sweep our fields, as they
have done, there is no cry from U tan
to the general government for help.
We have borne these afflictions Un
assisted by onr fellow citizens; and
we have proven to; our own satisfac-
tion, If. not to the nation at large,
that we are capable of . sustaining
ourselves. Therefore, when wrath

excited against ns, we do not lose
employment, we do not lose food,
We are not turned out of oar houses
nor otherwise impoverished; because
we have the elements in oar - own
midst from, which we can draw a
living; and we know hew. to nee
them for our own sustenance and
for the preservation of those 'who
are dependent upon us. Hence we
are in an excellent position to ngnt
the battles of freedom; and it la the
moat glorious watfare that ;men Or

women were ever engaged In. I ex
pect we shall continue to contend
for liberty, not with physical; wea-
pons but with steadfast moral! cou
rage, despite the Edmonds law, dee-pit- ?

the Poland law. despite the law
of '62 or any other law that may be
made in violation: of the Constltu.
tlon, and of the Bill of Bights. ; We
shall have to contend unceasingly
for three principles, without waver-
ing or yielding one iota In our deter
mination. 1 claim this not for Juat-ter-d- ay

Saints alone, but , I claim it
for every man and woman in this
Republic; for I say that
the men and women in ? this
great nation have the right to
worauipuoa aocpraing to tne nictates
of their own consciences, as long as
they do not, in so doing, interfere
with the rights of their fellow citi- -

aens; and I claim that they have the
right to do tnisj despite tne (supreme
Court decisions, despite the action
of Congress, despite the expres
sions of pulpit and press; and am
willing to contend for that liberty
for every man and woman whether
they be of the Methodist, tne rrea--

byterian, tne .episcopalian or any
other persuasion, or whether they
be believers In the doctrine or views
of Col. Robert Ingersol. God has
given us this right, and lie has
given Unto us onr agency. ;If we
violate His wl 1, He will punish us;
He has threatened us with punisn
ment if we do Bo, and we are respon
sible) to Him. abd not to the Con
gress of the United States, not to the
President or tne u nitea tate,nor to
anv human being; we are renponsl
ble alone to our God, and there is
no power upon the earth, that can
Justly deprive me or deprive you of j
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alty of obeying God's law, even if it
be Imprisonment. It is part of the
contract. We know whtt others
had to endure for the religion of
Jesus, and if we expect to obtain the
same glory as they, we must be pre
pared to endure, the same conse-
quences.I do not make the ee remarks to
stir up feelings of defiance. It would
be a most unwiee and a most un-
fortunate position for us to occupy,
to plaoe ourselves in an attitude of
defiance against the laws of the
land: but while we do not defy, we
at the same time shall maintain, I
hope, the principles of liberty, and
claim them for every man and wo
man as well as for ourselves. We
shall never cease our efforts, I hope.
until rrom on ena ci uio tana to
the other men and women can wor
ship God whether they be Mormon
or infidel, or whether they believe
In Uudaha, or are believers in the
God Of Israel, the Lord of the whole
earth, or worship a wooden god,
without interference ' or interrup-
tion from others as long as they do
not trespass upon! or interfere with j

the rlehts of their fellow oitizeoe. All
onght to have this right, and no one
should seek to deprive them or it.

The most nousensical arguments
have been used against us in con
sequence of our claiming liberty of
this kind, nay some men: suppose
there weie Thugs in this country,
or Hindoos who believed in burning
widows as they did In India, shall
the government not have the light
to put down such murders and such
ceremonies ' of cremation? Sup
pose that human sacrifice was deem-
ed proper by some religious sect and
should be called a religious ordi
nance, do you mean to say that
Government .has not the right to
Interfere with and to stop the taking
of life in such a way?

Certainly, I have never Bald it
had not, neither have I claimed it
when I have said that we had a
right to practice this feature of our
religion. There is a very wide
distinction, but; many do not
seem to understand the difference.
There are certain acts that are
crimes In and of themselves; they
are not made so by statutory" law;
one of these Is murder. It alwaje
was a crime against nature and al
ways will be. He who takes the
life of a fellow being commits a
crime, even if it should be in a land
where there is no law; it Is in and of
Itself a crime malum in se. It
needs no statutory law to make it so.
Marriage occupies a very different
position from this. Before the law
of 1862 was passed by Congress a
man might have married in this
Territory two or more wives,' there
being no law human , nor divine-t- hat

we had any knowledge of, pro
hlbiting It. There was no law of
the United States against, it; there
was no law of the Territory against
It, and it was hot In and of itself a
crime. It was made a crime by the
law of July 1, 1862, which, we as-
sert, was in violation of the firet
amendment to the Constitution. It
was malum prohib itum; a crime
made so by statutory law. There is
a wide distinction between the two I

and every ordinary mind must, I
think, readily admit that there is no
comparison between marriage and
murder, robbery, theft and crimes
or a kindred cnaracc r. Htiu there
are a great many people who do not
seem to understated this.

They say, "Suppose you believed
In murder, In human sacrifice, do
you mean to say that we would not
have the right to interfere with you;
that we could not do anything to
check that practice?"

Certainly they could and should.
They could check any practice that
we might be guilty of that would
interfere with the rights of our fel
low, men. Government has the
right, and owes it to its citizens, to
protect them in tneir ngnti to pro-
tect their lives, to protect their pro
perty, to protect them in all their
civil rights and! in their religious
rights also, and to prevent others
from doing them violence. .Beyond
this it should not go. And then
they call our system of marriage,
bigamy. Such confusion of terms I

The essence of the crime of bigamy
la that a man, already married to
one wife, clandestinely marries an
other. Both women are wronged
and deceived; the first by his mar
rying a second time during her. life
Ume; the second by his conceal
mcnt of the fact that he already
to attach odium to our system of
marriage,our enemies can it bigamy,
ignoring tne racs tna according to
our rules, a man who has one wife
does not take another wife without
the consent of the first wife, no ad- -

vantsge is taken of her by keeping
her in ignorance; The new relation
ship has been entered into by com'
man consent. 1 here is no element
of crime a out this that is, of the
crime of bigamy. It ir, as I have
said the concealment that makes it
a crime; It is the fact that both wo
men are deceived and wronged by
the act of tne man. And such a
man ought to be punished. That
which has been done has been done
hi the faca of high heaven, in the
light of day, believing, as. we did,
that it would Da tne means of pie--
scrriDg mis community in purity,that if every means were ' used to
provide for unmarrlage there would
be'no margin of married women left
ror lost to prey upon. m ;

r Men have said to me: "Mr. Can
non, we cannot understand why! it
is that women will consent to such
arrangements." -

.

"My dear sirs," l have said, "do
you not think that the ladles who
occupy questionable relationships to
gentlemen In this city (Washing
ton) would be very giad to have
that relationship sanctified by mar
riage; do yon think they would ob. ,A 14. WAnLt, avtv CmA WnM
if she loved a man, put herself In
such a false position in society, and
yet not marry him If she could do so
honorably? Which relation would
be the better and more honorable?"

I do not wish: to convey the idea
that plural marriage can be univers
al, in the very nature of things, as
l nave oiten said, n is impossible;the equality of the sexes would
prevent this, were men ever eo de-
sirous to make It so. Take our own
Territory, the males outnumber
the females: it cannot therefore be

ao one neea oe arraia or tne ex
tensive spread of this system even If
tne tuionunas jaw were not In
operation. Besides all this, It should
be borne in mind, that Uod did not
give this relation and commandment
to us to urge upon the world for its
practice.

The greatest foe we have to con
tend with is ignorance. We are not
known. We are lied about most
tonfiively,and every avenue la block-
ed against us. i repnlar Journals are
axraia cr inionsz their circulation
cy sratiag the truth concerningus. The publishers araafiected

Br
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REPORTED BY Q. F. GIBB3.

I am exceedingly thankful to have
the opportunity, once more of being
with you and of partaking of that
peaceful and Bwcet influence which
prevails in the midst of this much
despised and terribly abuBed
people. The contrast, to me. la ex
ceedingly marked between the cir-
cumstances in which I have been

laced and the influences that IEaye had to meet, and tboee which
surround me to-da- y. There have
been some things which have trans-
pired which have not been very
pleanant; but on the whole, I can
truthfully say, that I have enjoyed
myself better than I expected, and
probably much better than many ot
you would suppoee that one nnder
the circumstances could do. At no
time, in my experience In my life,
have I ever seen a more imbittered
feeling manifested agatnet the Latter-

-day Balnta than prevailed datingthis pat winter. You have had op-
portunities of understanding this to
some extent, for you have felt that
influence here, aud you have seen
itseflectiin the results that have
been wrought out. And I suppose
if we were like other peocio we
should have been terribly alarmed
at the manifestations we have wit
nessed. There was a time when it
seemed as though all hell had brok-
en loote, and that nothing less than
the entire destruction of the organ-
ization of the Church of JeBus
Christ of Latter day Saints
would saliafy popular cla-
mor. A most extraordinary
manlfes'ation, especially when we
consider the absence of all provoca
tion for such an outburst of wrath. 1
If a person last winter had come
into Utah Territory and travelled
through our settlements, visitingthe houses of the people and exam-
ining the condition pf affairs here,
he would have found it difficult to
understand the cause of all the ex-
citement that was raging through-out the United States concerningthis people. If there are those who
do not believe in the existence of
spiritual powers and influences let
them examine into this Utah ques-
tion and the effect j of its agitation
upon the public mind, and it seems
to me they must be convinced that
there are unseen powers which op-
erate upon the minds of the peopleat large, to produce such extraoidln
ary outbursts of prejudice and pas-
sion as we have witnessed fifty
millions of people stirred up from
one end of the land to the other by
a tornado of passion, unreasoning,
blind, besotted, bloodthirsty, which
has carried men and women before.
It, and has dethroned reason, con-
cerning a people who were quietly
pursuing their avocations, molesting
none, doing nothing that could , ta
construed by any reasonable person
Ir to anything that would be oflen-siv- e.

.

it is generally supposed that we
are living in an enlightened age.
Popular preachers claim that this it
the crowning generation for light,and knowledge, and truth: that we
are living In fact, in the full blazs of
(Jofpel light and glory. Politicians
also claim that this republican gov-
ernment of the United (States is the
fruit of the ripened experience

all! the . ages. ' the pro
duct of the accumulated wis-
dom

-
of the centuries, that human

aspirations finds the fullest development under our lorm or govern
ment, in is is tne boast or tne press,
and these are the teachings of the
pulpit. And yet. through agencies
which boatt of their enlightenment
this whirlwind of passion to which
I have alluded this spasm of feel-
ing that has convulsed the nation,
na swept over tne land, ana every
thing nas Deen done that was possi
oie to maxe it destructiye in its ef--

. .A e a'recta upon tne ODjecis or its wratn.
ha?e haTO sometimesthough. - t,and. . . .I M t a t i 1

cxprctweu iuvgeu. mat u lies couia
destroy a people, we should have
been burled out of sight ions aso.
fhe basest and most malignant and
most cauel. the most unfounded and
causeless misrepresentations and
falsehoods have been circulated, and
men and women who knew nothing
aboat us, preachers who had no idea

C our real belter and editors who
had no conception of the true condi
tion of anait in this Territory, have
all lent themselves, sometimes un
dexttandingly and other times Igno- -

rantly to do everything in their
power to Jestroy an Innocent people.
And what has been the crime? We
have been accused of immorality
God knows It that were to be i
crime sufficient to evoke destruction
there would be other communities
visited with wrath besides ours,even
if we were all that we are painted
But the fact is, there is no other
Territory or State in the United
States and I say this knowingly
and understandingly where virtue
Is respected, zwered and protected
as it is in Utah. There is no other
community in the United States in
which more young men grow up to
manhood pure, hi proportion to the
population than in me Territory or
Utah.

As I have repeatedly said, we be
lieve In marriage, we have opened
the door In that direction, and we
say to the sexes marry: but we close
the door hi the other direction, and
say, you shall not commit adultery.
you shall not seduce, defile, prosti-tute or lead astray innocent beings;if yon do, and we bad the power, we
would parish you. It seems like a
paradox that those who do that
which is according to their relic-io- n

should be punlaheJ, while thfee who
trample upon their religion should
go free. And yet this is really true.
All that we can be accused of is. we
have embodied In our religion prac-
tices that belonged to the Patri-
archs, which we believe, and so de
clare, God has revealed to us, for the
parpcees of salvation and of produc
ing greater puniy ana or checkingthe nd of - vice that Is sweeping
through the land and sapping the
foundation of this nation and all the
nations of Christendom. ; We have
adopted the principle of plural mar-
riage as part of oar religion. We
have not led women astray, we nave
protected them We have not co-

erced them or used violence, but
have thrown around them a shield
of protection and at the same time
have left them to exercise the fullest
liberty and the most extensive right
of free choice m every respect. But
this la a sin; this shocks, we are told,
the moral eence of the nation.
While, on the other hand, there are
communities who say they do not
believe la adultery or in sodaction
that Is, their religion teaches them
that these things are wrcxi; bat

Bait Lake City Is 2,400 miles from
Washington a remote place; it
might be supposed the effect of our
examples, if they were bad. would
not rerch that distance;that if there
was any contagion; flowing from our
fraoiices is would nave expendedbefore traveling that far.But In Washington City, at the
head of the government, where
Congress has unquestioned jurisdic-
tion, there la no law against
adultery; no one can be punjshed in
the District for violating the mar-
riage vow; that escapes the atten-
tion of Congress. 8o with fornica-
tion; it goes unpunished,1 unless it
should be of so flagrant a character,done in: so open, and indecent a
manner as to excite public condem-
nation. Now if morality were to be
achieved U;migbt i be thoughtthat
Washington would be a fine field
for the exercise of the power that is
unquestionably invested in the l
Congress of the United States. I;
presented this view of the ques-
tion to Senator Edmunds when
this bill, which has since become a
law, was being dlacuaeed. I called
his attention to the fact that it was
not an nnfrcquent thing, In taking
up an evening papsr In Washington
city, to read accounts or the findingof two or three infants that had been
cutaway or deserted by their in-
human motheu, found in vacant
lots and in places,and that tx) In the most elegant
city to be found in the Unitsd
States. It appeared to me, as I said
to him, that Washington was a
splendid field for the exercise of the
power of Congress. If it was a
sincere wish to check immoralityand to put down vice that promptedthe Edmunds' bill, however mis-
taken its author; might be in his
Ideas respecting ithe existence of
these evils in Utah, the best placeto commence was at the head. Bat
it wai plain to be seen that nothingin that bin was designed to reach
real vlceto strike down Im-
morality; it iwas a blow
at our: religious practices.To be Bure, however, as to what the
intent of the bill really was, and to
know this from his own Hps, I ask-
ed him if adulterers could be pun-
ished In Utah Territory under the
provisions of the bill. His reply was is
that if a man who had one wife
were to live openly and continuous-
ly with another woman he could
be punished under it; but adulterers
would not be veryf likely to expose
themselves to the operations of the
law In that manner. He said that
"sporadic cases of adultery could not
be punished by this bill." I thoughtthe reply one of which a Senator of
the United States: should be asham-
ed. I have known Senator Ed-
munds for some time, and have had
some admiration for him, but I de-
clare I blushed for - him t when he
made the reply that "sporadic cases
of adultery" could not be punishedunder tha provisions of this bill, now
uerame Jaw. ? i

Now, you can see what the desim
is. It is not to Punish immorality.
If Immorality were the object to be
reached, that law would have been
maae broad enough for every case,
whether they be practices, what
they term under religious guise, or
practices j in .violation of religion.
What then Is the oblcct of the mea
sure? It is to strike down a promi
nent feature of our religion; that is
its object, and there Is no other ob
ject to be achieved, jit Is tha fact
that we make marriaee a part of our
religion that excites animosity, and
tney are determined to destroy ns.

"If you were to protect Immorali
ty and j not call it I religion,"
l have been told many and many a
time, "we should not obleek to it:
but yon are sanctionine by the forms
of religion that which we cannot
endure, and which is hateful to our
civilization." it; Is the .marriage
ceremony, that la the offensive part
of it; It is, in other words, the mar
rying tnat excites dislike and
hatred. i ' i .'Ml:

Now, is this to be wondered at? I
do not wonder at! it; I am not sur
orised at all at this feeHni: for the
Poft.nn that t h. -re always expected
tnat mis doctrine, like every doc
trine connected with this .Church,
would excite the: bitter hatred of
those jwhd oppose; the Work of God.
It was the fact that the Prophet
Joseph Smith and the Elders of
thb Church declared that revelation
had been received from God. that
excited animosity in the first place.rne . orders or ibis (jfeurch might
have preached, any doctrines they
pieaeed and not said . they had been
taught them by revelation, nor by
special divine assistance, nor by an
gers naving coma rrom heaven, but
preached them ns the Speculations
or men, as aoctiines discovered,
framed and arranged by men; by
some theologians of eminent ability,ana tney would nave had no parti
eular dimouity; in preaching pre
cisely the same doctrines we now
preach, that is, tne first principles of
theuoepei, a cnurcn might nave
been made one of the most popular
churches upon ; the face .of the
earth. '

But what was It that excited ani
mosity? It was the declaration that
God had spoken from the heavens and
bad restored the' primauve uospei
hi its original purity and power .and
that we bad the power and authori
ty to administer in the ordinances
of the Gospel ; through which had
been restored the gifts and blessings
and powers that j pertained to the
Gospel hi the days of Jesus. It was

moslty throughout the religious
world asramst the i AttArwiav Hainta
In f V.tt h.lnnnM I

felt that he was condemned by thisiunriAn t r . I

the same platform as they, saying I

that our organization was the result I
of man's wisdom, we should then I

have had some sympathy from I

them. But because Elders de--
dared that God had spoken, and I

that vi Trarhu1 that whinh hilbeen revealad tn na. nntmnoftw ma I
.a - - er a

excited, ana MODS rose anlnat ns. I
A. Lit. m

cuwiiauuui mo noBb Ditter ieei-In-gs,

and committine the most ter
riDteoairages. :

it as uteresUng reading now, In
uua year ox our iiord, issz. to go
back ts that which occurred fifty
years ago, in Missouri, soon after
this Uhorch was onranizad. The
charges against na then were thatwo oeuevea m iTopnets, that we
believed In revelation, that we be-
lieved in healing the sick, accordingto the Tttrn In that IWl.
ment, that we were so credulous as
tA si i. ea.aa.av - i m afULMrrr t

miiSr ZZT
unfit to live In the State of MJasou -
ri. I say, it la interesting in
thMa Have : to enrl
ZZZ TTj'LII . rr
the mob in 18328 ia Jackson Coun -

Kllaamirf. , Thm wee nn rtlnral

done the meanest thing I ever did
since I have been a member of Con-
gress,; in voting as. I did against" "Bat," said he "what couldfou 1 These are samples of ex
pressions made upon the sub est.
You can understand that my posi
tion was one not to be ashamed of.
The man that is wronged has no
occasion to feel the blush of shame
on his cheeks; it is those who com-
mit the wrong who (ought to have
that feeling; and they cannot help
feeling that they are Inferior to the
one they have injured. Bat not
withstanding the pressure or which

speak that was brought to bear
upon members, the conspirators
against the liberties of Utah dared
not trust my case to tne uonse tin
the Edmunds bill had passed. There
were some strong men who could
not see their nay dear to vote
against my taking my seat. It was
felt therefore that the only way my
case could be reached was by the
Senate and House passing a law and
having Jit signed by the President of
the United States, in this way, by
using all the powers of the govern-
ment, except the Judiciary, the esse
was reached; but then tney nad to
trample upon the Constitution to do
It; for the law, as applied to me,
was ex pott facto.

l had gone to Washington eignt
years previously; ' I had been at the
bar or the Mouse xour times to ue
sworn in, the same man in every
respect. It was not charged that 1

had violated any law since that
time, or rendered myself ineli
gible. After a determined- - contett

had been confirmed In the seat by
the 43d Conertsa a Republican
Congress also by the 44th Congress

a Democratic Congress; also by
the 45th and 46 th Congresses, jnow
by what law could a man in my po
sition, having the majority of the
votes, and tne ract Deing eonceueu
that the election naa Been iair anu
that there had been a full expres-
sion of the people's will, according
to the forma of i law I ask, upon
what principle of right could each a
man be excluded from a seat In the
47th Congress? Legally he could
not.1 There la only one way in
which that could be done, that Is
by trampling upon the principle of
representative government and the
Constitution of the United States.
This was done In my case, and this
action Will stand ' on the books as a
precedent that will cause men to
feel ashamed of it In days to come.

Now,, my brethren and sisters, 1

return here feeling, as I have said,
excellently, and cheerfully, full of
courage and hope, not at all weaken-
ed la my feelings. I feel exceedingly
hopeful and joyful and am satisned
that we are in the right path, that
we are on the winning side, because
we have right, we have Justice and
we nave train on oar siae. me
only fear I have is that we shall fall
to make nss or the opportunities uoa
has given unto fas or maintaining
our integrity aod Deing true ana
faithful, for God has said, "I have
decreed .in my heart that I will
prove you In all things, whether you
will abide in my covenant, even
unto death, that you may be found
worthy; for ir ye will not aoide in
my covenant, ye are not worthy of
me." He has also told us, "whoso
layeth down his life In my cause,
for my name's sake, shall find .lt
again, even life eternal: .Therefore,
oe not afraid of your enemies."

This exhortation Uod' has given
Unto us. And we may as well pre-
pare out selves, if we are not already
prepared, lor everytnng or this
kind. The time must come when
the principles of truth and righte-
ousness will prevail over the land;
and it is our destiny to maintain
them an make them universal. The
prophecies that were made by the
prophet Joseph Smith concerning
this nation ana ns win pe rainiiea.
He said that the time would come
when the Latter-da- y Saints would
be the only people that would main-
tain constitutional principles upon
thia land. I have been taught from
my youth that that was the destiny
of this people; that this nation
would drift away from the Con
stltutlon and Constitutional princi
ples: that mobocraoy would reign,
and the principles of right would be
sacrificed to the power of might;
And we can see this coming to pass,

In former times mobs came
against us with cannon and mus
kets, with powder and ball, and the'
torch,: ana lire ana property
alike f fell sacrifices to their vlo--
lenoe.That was the expression of the
popular will; it found vent m illegal
forms j the laws being trampled up
on to satiety its demands, uut mat-
ters have changed.' Monocracy to
day assumes the forms of legality.
and, therefore, in meeting this pow-
er you have to wrestle with it; un-
der the form of law. In the early
days when the mob came upon us
we could take our guns ana meet it,
but when a mob cornea backed up
by lawi clothed in. the garb of tfce

a it a a a

law. Claiming snciter unaer tne
Constitution, it is very different;
and that is our position to-da-y. We
have fought mobs from the begin-ulna- r

there have been times when
we have held our . own, determined
to stand our ground; at other times
we have been driven; until, at last.
we found refuge in these mountains.

Now we are subjected to another
sort of test, ana x look upon it
necessary to develop us and to prove
us. x accept tnia, in tne providence
of God,s a means to school this peo
ple, it win make .statesmen and
legislators of u; It already shows the
the necessity or education: it will
have the effect also to broaden our
views, to enlarge our intellects, and
to stir up our young men and our
young women to prepare themselves
for liseraines. t we nave to be
superior people; we have to educate
our childreo, ana make them the
peers, and I may say, the superiors
of all others, for we have the princi
ples which will make us a superior
people. And: in enter to become
such a people, I do not know any
better training that we could Lave
than that which we are now receiv
ing, unpleasant though it may be.
Kead the history or Isew jnsiand
and you will see that we are passing
through precisely the same training
that the colonists there did. It de
veloped them, and was the means
of making them the great people
that they have since become. '

X pray Uod to wesa you ana
on with ilia lloiv HDinw auu

haln vMi tn rnmaln faithful and true
tn 1 1 Ire, ami tn one annuier. u
vm nn narvatr Inm TOOT COUrage OT

v - - : tfalter for a stogie moment, -

maintain vour integrity to the last,

h.t wnn and voors may be
found among those who shall be re--

tlvTT at Ood upon the earth,
Tt nn be wke and rrodent in all

and good over evil. There need bo
no rashness, no defiance or manifes-
tation of feeling. Let ns show the'
world that Uod has given unto us
principles which, lift us up above
these clouds that now envelope u;
and that we have not been taught

;

in vain, that we have not passed
through the scenes of the past fifty
years without having learned manyvaluable and excellent lessons.
Amen. i
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cries against us, to travel throughour settlements north and south,
and see our people, there would be a
very different public feeling in

But we have been in
undated by falsehood, we are nearly
covered by its waves, and people
who knew nothing aooui us are so
startled at this idea of polygamy, as
it is called, that they are prepaied to
believe anything mat may ue said
about us. We have this to contend
againtt. i In the end, however, we
hail be abundantly successful, tor a I

people possessing the qualities tnat
tne people or utan do. can ana win
live a people who are united, a peo-
ple who are honest, a people who
are frugal, a people who are temper
ate, a peopie who ate orderly In
tneir uvea ana wno : are virtuous,
truly virtuous, can withstand
a tremendous amount . or
pressure. There Is only one way
in which this people Can be checked
and that Is by extirpation. Other
wise, the qualities they possess are
bound to live in the struggle. The
doctrine pf "the survival of the fit-

test," applies to us, and Insures us a
long, a prosperous, an uninterrupt
ed and a ! giorlouB career. We ca i

live in Bpite of adverse legislation,
in ; of commissioners, in spite
of governors, hi spite

' of acta of per-
secution; we can live land still flour
ish, and b till grow ana sun increase;
and we Shall do It. I am not at all
afraid as to the result. Of course
legislation of the Edmunds kind
can pinch us;lt can ble made exces-
sively

1

disagreeable tip us. It may
test us in ways that may be new to
us; but sincerely I say to you my
brethren and sisters! that I dread
other things thut exist in our midst
more than l do hostile legislation.

1 dread the Increase of luxury: 1
dread the increase of class distinc
tions which I see gro wing u p. The
disintegrating influences of wealth
are far more to be dreaded t ban any
outside pressure ef this character.
All that is being done In this
direction - is to hoop us up,

n the' cooper! hoois up
barrels. This has btien the case al
ready. Daring the last five or six
months I have had letters from all
parts of our Territory, and they uni-
formly bespeak a determination to
cling together. M

Hut watch the c fleet of i wealth:
look at its effects Communities
get wealthy and they begin to think
about their wealth. Where their
treasure is there is their heart also.
Especially la this the case if theyare divided into classes. Then the
rich are In a position to bo tempted
and triid far more than thev would
be if theynreffr tA A uditarplane
with their fellows. if we are near--
ly alike temporally we feel alike. In
tois nas consisted much or our
strength: in the past. Wet were not
divided into classes, with! Interests
diverse one from the other. The
sacrifices we had to make fell pretty
equally Upon all, and there was no
temptation offered one class because
of Its greater wealth, to compromise
wirn principle, or to question the
policy of standing up unflinchingly
for principle, or to feel different
from the bulk of the community.

The increase. of wealth, therefore.
and ' the consequent increase of
fashions are more to be dreaded than
hostile legislation. Let a wife fol
low all the fashions of the day, and

and a man must have a deep pocket
to sustain such a - family. Give
him two orj more wives
and - their children of this
kind, and how long can he keep up?
introduce iasnions among us, and
make women fashionable, and make
their daughters faahlonable,and what
la called "the problem" will not be
long In being solved. If a man then
had more ,than one wife he : would
need a large income to sustain them.
Some i; women might be shrewd
enough to understand this, and if
not wanting their husbands to have
another wife, might take pains to
consume all the income.

Well, ouri enemies never ' have
bad and never will have wisdom
enough to adopt any plan that will
hurt this work. Why. ; instead of
injuring thia reople in what they
have already done against us, theyare only advertising us. The effect
of this persecution L cannot call it
anything else has been to call forth
three able productions by men who
personally knew little or nothing
about us. j une man nad visited
here and the other two were prompt
ed in the interest of Justice to write
and speak as they did, feeling that a
great Injustice was being done to
us. and that Constitutional rights
were being trampled upon. One of
these, a gentleman m Jioston. de
livered an able lecture; and another
Bostonian wrote an able pamphlet:
another gentleman in New York
wrote one of the best pamphlets on
life in ? Utah that I' have seen for
many years; and besides these there
have been many correspondents
who have written upon the subject,
and the result ;Is that men and
women have been awakened to the
consideration and examination of
this question. But if they had been
silent concerning ir, many never
would i have thought . of it. We
must be advertised, and I do not
know any better way than that
which has been adopted.

As far as my own case In Congress
is concerned, i nave not allowed
myself to be annoyed. Remarks
have been made very freemen tlv
about my bearing the attacks upon
me se I pleasantly. I have replied,
"Why should I not feel so I am
the wronged man? I had a larger
majority in my favor than any
other man upon the floor of the
House. I am the representative of
the people of Utah, properly elected,
and fully qualified and eligible for
the posii Ion. This the committee
of the House, after the close of the
strictest examinatkm-an- d it might 1

do said, tne most prejudiced examl I

nation, have decided. Fourteen out
of fifteen of the committee on elec
tions, after making a fall examina
tion of the case,! have decided that
l was properly entitled to the certi
ficate, and as a consequence to the

If the consciousness ot being
right ought to make a man feel
pleasantly, then I am entitled to
the feeling. 1 feel as one who is
called to make sacrifices for a glori
ous cause." :

Great pressure was brought to
bear, upon republican members to
have them vote solidly on this ques
tion, One somewhat prominentman purposed to make a speech de-
nouncing the wronk which was be-
ing attempted against me. He told
me that tspe&ker Heifer heard
of his .latention and "bulLlczori?
him out cf maklna it. One mra.

bylber said to est: tfr. n-r- ..
a "

this rlorht. . THeV may. DV rorce OTIuas viB m ua.iety
power, by illegal measures and un-- 1

constitutional ilaws do this: men I

may be imprisoned or slain; but the.iti-- th.f r nnw Hau.1ara la . I

Lnrinmental. a constitutional nrln- -
ckntA. and it Will endure. And the

"

day will come! in this land : when
every man will have this. right, re
gardless of his profession. Are we
to be dictated to by popular preach--
ers? Such men say to the Congress
of the United States, "You must
enact certain laws; We demand It of
you, our congregations demand It;
you must put uown - mormon ism.'
We do net want that religion. We
are Methodlsti; we are Presbyteri
ans, or we are Bomerxsdy eise, and
we call upon you to maintain ortho
doxy and to put down beterodoxy.w
I would just as Boon ue tuoutveu to
hv the Pone of Rome, by Mr. Inger- -
soll or by a "Mormon" Bishop, as to
be dictated by popular preacnen as
tn what I must accept as religion.

la fodnd with us In this
TWHtmv because It is said the hier
archy dictates! (legislation: out you
Irnnw thia Is not tlUO. I Wish WO

rmii dintata it more than It is done.
w. mam onr Views lixe outer tuu--
sens, but who has ever known them
tn tm rorcea uuuu u , j -
tklo thai hMtd and 11001 Ot OUT WI

fending, namely, that In Utah there
tm m thMffrMv dictatios jegniauon.
Now who la It that nas cwmanueuw
Congress mis - - "

Utah? It has been the pnipit w our
nation, the orthodox poJPjfc

. f

their beheste thls Mn has
been enacted. They would destroy
n- - and tf thev could do inis tnen
thLv woald turn their attention to

fc . i 11 Catholic", thesomebody eupe ww. r a.

Infidels, the SpirttuaiiBw - uey
wnnldnot be satisfied until they
--wt.tw. whet thev call "uniform!UUtSUWW 7" - Aa- -
tv " . They do tne very wing
seives that tney cnarge ""JV v.X.
tntr. and which tney preu
Hir to movant In this Territory.

It is thE Pttaclpleofjr
Which I have been speaking that we

determinza vu ui"--- i -- -
ehall contend for it w,":... imifr aa life
Thia la the feellnft: I have. Doyeu

I not feel the same? I am eaejejeaata rin
need notj m Tavwanaav vmi mil uu. av

"u?, r,Z en 'of your feel--
T'' wi rinnot fight law; we

Wbmittakv. the law being
1 more powerful than we arerhut we
can do as John Wd' w?

I ATir.fit nbV. but I Can fUUcT.
r-- nnr rell-lo- n; we

1 cannot throw It aside; t
I tramrJa UDOQ ta

I

j


