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result was that I became a candidate and
was elected. [ was re-elected, then
made speaker of the house, and after
that sent to Congress. Later on | was
elected governor for six years, and then
sent to the United States Senate, There
you have it all in a nutshell.”

‘**How about Lincoln, Senator? Was
he really such a great story teller as is
claimed?"’

**¥Yes,” was the reply. ¢'But he did
not tell stories for tbe sake of telling
stories. His stories came out in the
shape of illustrations of his thought, or
to enforce his arguments. He likea to
talk, and during his life at Springheld
there was a drug store,which siill stands
there, to which Lincoln used tocome
nearly every night to talk. There was a
crowd who came there to listen to him,
and many an argument was sprung
merely lor the sake of getting Lincoln
to talking. He would brighten up as he
began to talk, and I used lo sometimes
think that he told stories to get away
from his thoughts and himself. When
he was alone he would often dropinto
habits of deep meditation, would seem
4o be gloomy and it was almost im-
possible at such times to arouse him."’

] have heard that he was moody and
blue, and that he hgvered at times on
the verge of insanity. Is that so?'’

*‘He may have been moody at times,"’
replied Senator Cullom, “"hut his head
was exiraordinarily clear. I used 10
think, when [ saw him sitting and appar-
ently brooding over something, that he
was possibly turning over the great
questions concerning the matters which
he had to settle in afier lile, and that the
responsibilittes which he was to have
were alreadv before him. He was, you
know, a philosopher, and his great mind
and soul were different from those of
common men.”’

“Was Abraham Lincoln a religious
man?"’ [ asked.

“In one sense he was, and in another,
not,” replied Senator Cullom. *‘Astoa
beliti in a future siate and a God, I
think he was. He had a religious side
to his mature, and | have seen evidences
that he had made a deep study of the
Bible. As to being a doctrinal Christian
—a belicver in certain crecds and
<churches—he was not. As to his study
of such.matters,I remember an incident,
‘The Universalist and Campbellite prea-
chers of Springfield were holding a joint
debate upon certain doctrines. Well,
one night, when they were discussing
whether there was a hell, Abraham Lin-
coln attended He and I sat logether,
and when the two preachers had finished
their discussion, we walked out. | re-
member Lincoln was disgusted with the
-discussion. He swung himsell out of
his seat as they stated the debate was
closed and said 1o me: ‘They bave
scarcely touched the question.” He had
evidently been thinking upon the sub-
ject, and had it all figured out in his
mind "

**I have a book, Senalor, entitled,
‘‘Was Abraham Lincoln a Spiritualist,
and trying 10 prove that he was so0.*’

] do not think that he was,” replied
Senator Cullom.

“What were
strength?™

“*Abraham Lincoln,” replied Senator
Cullom, **had a great sympathy with the
cople, He was a man of the people.
e could feel lor them and wilth them
‘He had great common sense and great

executive ability.

the elements of his

'“Was he a shrewd politician?”

“Yes; he was a good judge of men
and knew how to move them.”

**Was he ambitious?"’

“Yes; very much so,’® was the reply.
“But he was so wrapped up in the great
questions with which he had to deal that
it is hard to tell where his ambiiions
ended and his convictions began. He
was far-seeing. | remember the cam-
paign with Douglas. 1 was in it with
Lincoln, and when the returns came in,
though Lincoin had the popular vote, a
legisiature had been chosen which would
clect Douglas. 1 met Lincoln coming
home just atier the news had been re-
ceived [ said:

t*Well, Mr. Lincoln, we are beaten.'

‘**Yes, he repiied, 'we are beaten ’

‘I am very sorry,’ said 1, and at this
old Abe put his hand on my shoulder.
and, looking down at me with a smile,
replied;

‘“‘Oh, my boy, don't worry; it will all
come right in the end.”

"I remember his confident tone after-
ward, and 1 believe he saw even then
that his defeat wouid make him Presi-
dent of the United States.

“l got my first desireto go to Wash-
ington to Congress through Lincoln,"
Mr. Cullom went on.  “Ir was the might
before he left Springheld to go to his
inauguration. I was at this time speaker
of jhe Ilinois house, and as I entered
his parlor I said:

f*Mr. President, I want to come to
Washington if possible before you leave.

“Lincoln’s eyes Jaughed as 1 used 1he
words ‘Mr. President,’ and he replied,
emphasizing his forin of address: ‘Mr.
Speaker, 1 hope you will,’

‘] then began to scheme to get lo
Washington and was soon elecled a
member of Congress.”

At this point the conversation turned
to politics, and during it I asked Sena-
tor Cullom to give me a short siatement
as lo the issues of the next campaign.

Senator Cullom replied: *‘Tne issues
ate no! many, but they are very impor-
tant. ‘The Republican party will es-
nouse prolection, sound money and true
Americanism, advocaling a stropg
foreign policy on the basis ot America
4s against the world.”’

*Can the Republican party succeed
on such a plattorme”’

“¥Yes,” replied Senator Cullom; I
think there is no doubt of it.”’

“Senator Culiom,” said I, **how would
you like to be President of the United
States?™

Tne Senator thought a moment, and
replied:

‘1 would like it very much. I don’t
belleve it would be a very hard office to
fill. The President should choose good
men to help him. If he setecis his cabi-
net and subordinates properly these will
bring the authorities, the situation and
the intormation thalt he needs properly
before him, and good common sense is
enough to determine the rest.”

“What qualities should a President
haver”

““He should be a man of the people.
He should be a patriotic American,
should be possessed of comnion sense,
and be a man who knows how to select
and handle men.”

*I hear your name mentioned in many
quarters tor the position,” said I, “*asa
candidate for the Republican party.?’

“Yes,” replied Senator Cullom. *I

have been talked of in times past, and I
believe there is some 1alk about me now.

T'o Lell the truth, I am tired of the talk,
and I have illustrated my situation by
comparing it with that of a boy who
wenl to school with me at Mount Morris.
This boy I will call Sam. He is a pro-
minent man now,and I dare not mention
his name. Well, Bam could not for the
life of him learn Latin, and he was kept
in the same Latin book from one term
to another. At last his teacher, in des-
pair, said to him.

S 'Sammy, why don’l you study and
get out of this? Aren't you ashamed to
remain right here in the same place week
after weekr’

“*Sam talked through his nose. His
conversalion was a continuous whine,
and in reply he whined out. 'Yes, I am,

‘and I would study if I had a new bogk,

but I am tired of this. It’s the same old
thing over and over again, and if it's not
to go any larther, I want to stop it.?

**And thal,” concluded the Senator,
with a laugh, ‘Yis my posilion as to the
talk about me tor the presidency "
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ENGLAND'S POLICY.

WAsHINGTON, Nov, 8. — Henater
Morgan, vi Alsbama, cheirman of Lbe
toreipn relativos commiliee aod no su-
thority vn 'nternntional Jaw, called at-
tention to Liord Baltisbury’s ctelm that
(Areat Britnip bad actquired righta in
the disputed terrltory usdjult log Vene-
zuela by Lreaty with the uative Indian
ribes.

He sat¢: *“For the last three-quar-

ters of a cgebiury Great Britale has
iwen formiuy, wheuever zhe could,
fittle bye-:iriappements with lndlan
pibes thst had wniefiains thul were
cupstituted futy the tribes. It wue in
thul way Lhat she recognized tbho Mos-
quito Kipg Clsrence. Buoh Lreaties
with such pecple rre made right in the
teetn of the wetl.underatovd aDd wetl.
accepled dootriue of Great Britalw,
Geimsny, France, Bpatuy and ali the
American niates, which fs that when
u conniry has acquired by conquert or
jecovery any Gerritory, the Iodisn
tribes found thepsin are consldered as
vccupante sl lhe willof the sovereign,
s0u are ot regarded as nations baving
sovereignly, such soverelgnuy louring
to the nationa that discovered or con-
Guered the territory. A recognition
of Ihe soverelgmly of euch [udian
tribesa bas bwen regarded ue a breach
o! the Internatiousl righte of otuoer
natione,*?

Four tuis renson any claime of Great
Britain with Vesnezuela based upon
privale treaties with ludian onlets are
uf gno avati aud ehould nut be recog-
nized »s being in conlormity with jc-
ternaifonai law, I thiok Grest Britain
is prupured now tv aojust the Vene-
zuelan bgundary question on the lines
ihut were surveysd by Schombery.
When thal lluw was eastablished, the
British colon!sis ¢t mmepced moving
out to 1t snd makiog setllements, and
ourticularly takiug up gold elaims snd
Veut z ela, ju ber weskners, hias been
cutnpelied 10 wtsDJ by Aud Bes that
course pureued noill Great Britain
wets Up 8 c¢laim similar to thag of A
«uon who bas ovoupied lor a number of
yenra tepritory belooging toromebody
elee,

] would suppcse that

unless Great
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