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Weare living, as Brother Cannon
has remarked, in a most important
day snd sge of the worid. The
times are pregnant with greater
evenis than any we have any know-
ledge of in the history of God’s deal-
ings with His people among the na-
tions of the earih in the different
ages, Thevery fact of our gather-
Ing together as we do is & very
peculiar thing. 1t diflers from the
way of any ofher ‘people, It is a
part of the Gospel, and inspired by
the spirit of reveliation, even the
gift of the Holy Ghost which comes
through obedience to the Gospel.
There is and always has been a spirit
abroad in the worla which is really

a portion of the Spirit of God, which l'

Jeads mankind, in many instances,
to discrimnate belween good and
evil, and belween right and wrong.

They have a conseience that accuses |

or excuses them for their acts; and
although the world of mankind is
very wicked and very corrupt, yet
it will be found tHat almost all men,
though they may not do gocd them-
gselves appreciate good aciions in
others,

The scriptures say that God ““hath
made of one blood all nations of
men for 10 dwell on all the face
of the earih, and bhath determined
the times  belore  appointed,

tionship to God, their heavenly Fa;
ther, and makes them heirsa of
all the promices that God has
made unto His people. Hence we
occupy this position—God ls really
and truly our Father and we are
His children. He is “the God of
the spirits of all flesh,” and He has
told us to draw near unto Him. He
has taught us how to pray and in
what manner to approach iiim and
{o agk for such things &= we ueed.
This is the p-sition we cccupy if we
can comprehend if, and we & e
called upon by the Almigzity 1o do
a great work. He has taken ver
great pains in introducing the prin-
ciples of the Gospel. In the first
place He has Himeelf spoken to us
from the heavene, 8s also has His
Son Jesus Christ. He has restored
the everlasting Prieathood, Al
those men who had it in their pos-
session heretofore—that is those who
held the keys of it upon the earth—
bave appeared and restor«d the au-
thority of the HolyPrlesthcoi which
they held, Thus John ths Baptiat
appeared, and laying his hands upon
Joseph Smith and Oliver Cowdery,
ordained them to the Aaronie
Priesthood, using the following
words: **Upon you, my fellow ser-
vants, in the name cof Messiah, 1
confer the FPriesthood of Asaron,
which holds ihe keys of the minis-
tering of angels, and of the Go:zpel
of repentance, and of baptism by
immersion for the remission of sins;
and this shall never be taken again
from the earth, until the sons of
Levi do offer again an ofler-
ing unto the Lord in righteous.
ress,” Peler, James and John
afterwards conferred upon Joseph
SBmith the Melchesidee Priesthood,
which holds the key of the myste-

and the bounds of their habitation;

that they should sesk the Lord, ir | the Enowledge of God.
haply they might feel after Him, | Priesthood the mind and will of
and fiud Him, though He be not | God is made known unto man; by it
far from every one of us.” The|man can walk according to the light
Beripture further saye,He has given | and intelligence which God im
unto them a portion of His gpirit to| Men have been ordained to this
proflit withal. But thers is quitea Holy Priesthood, and they have

distinetion between the position
that these people oocupy and the
one which we occupy. VWe have
gomething more than thaf portion:|
of the Spirit of God which is given
to every
gitt of the Holy Ghoszt, which is re-
ceived through obedience to the
firs¢ principles of the Gospel of
Christ, by tue laying on of hands of
the servants of God. Hence, when
the Gospel was preached i former
times ammong the people they were
told to repent of their gins; to be
baptized in the nameof Jesus for
the remission of their sins,and then
to have hands laid upon ihem for

the recepiion of the Holy Ghost. |

They were told, moreover, what
this Holy Ghost would doj that it

would take of the things of God and |

shew them unto them;that it would
cause theirold men to dream dreams
and their young men 10 gee visions;
and that it would rest upon the
gervanis and bandmesaids of God and
they should prophesy. These are
the operations of that Spirit which
dwells with God, the Father, and
God, the Ben, namely the Holy
Ghost. It is this Spiritthat brings
us into relationship with God, and
it differs very materially from
the portion of spirit that
is given to all men {fo profit
withal, The special giff of
the Holy Ghost is obtained, as I
have said, through obedience to the
first prineciples of the Gospel. Its
province is to lead usinto all truth,
and to bring {o our remembrance
things past, present and to come, It
contem plates the future and unfolds
things we had not thought of here-
tofore, and these things are very dis-
tinctly described in the Bible, in the
Book of Mormon, and in the Book of
Doctrine and Covenants. Herein
lies gthe difference belween us
and others, and it was 80 In former
times. One of the ancient A postles
in speaking of our relationship to
God gays: “Now are we the fons of
God, and it doth nof yef sppear
wha: we shall be:bub-we Enow that,
when he shall appear, we ghall be
like him; for we shall see him as
he is.” Agsain il is sald: “And if
children, then heirs, heirs of God,”
that is, rightful inheritors of the
things of God, *“‘and joint heirs of
Jesus Christ; if g0 be that wo suffer
with Him, that we may be also
glorified together.” It is theGospel
of the kinguom that has brought us
into this relationship with God. We
enjoy the same spirié that the
Saints enjoyed anciently in the
days of Jesus, in the days of Moses,
in the days of Enoch, in the days of
Seth, back to the days of Adam,
The Gospel which we have received

man, and 1% 18 c¢alled the |

| obtained this knowledge of God, we

{ all that love truth and are de:irous

ries of the kingdom, even the key of
By this

parts,

gone forth to preach the Gospel to
the nations of the earth. In this
labor they have been sustained,
blessed and upheld by the Lord, tor
although the world nas generally
been opposed to them in their min-
istrations, yet He hkas given unto
them power, wisdom and intelli-
gence, whereby they have been able
to sustain and mainfain the prinei-

ples which God has revealed. And
then the sheep of God—that is, the

¥ | ticu for us to occupy. We are called

|
with Jesus Christ. Now, it is the
rule of God which is deeired to be|
introdaced upon the earth, and this

is the reason why the Father and
the Son appeared to Joseph Bmith,
why Johp the Baplist conferred the
Asronic Priesthood, why Peter,
James and Jechn eonferred the Me'- |
chesedec Priesthood, why Moses ap-
peared to bestow the dispensation
of the gathering, and why other
manifestatione have been given un-
tous 88 a peeple, His elect, whom
He has chosen from among the na-
tions. This is an honorable posi-

to fill varicus duties that God re-
q ires at our hands. And our posi-
tica e not a nomical thing; itisa
reality. Itis true that Ged appeared
to Jozephh Bmith, and that His Son
Jerus did; it Is true that John the
Baplist sppeared; it is true that
Peter, James and John appeared,
and conferred upen him the Holy
Priesthood; it is true that Moses
and Ellss appea:ed unto him and
that thess all conferred upon him
the keys of their various digpensa-
tions; 1t is true that this Priesthood
has been conferred upon ue; it is
true that the Gospel has been
preached by the Elders of Israel to
the nations, so far as they have yet
gons; it is true that those who have
obeyed this Gospel have received
tbe Holy Ghost and have been
placed in communication with God
our Heavenly Father. These things
are all trus. 1t is also true that Eli-
Jah h: g appeared that the hearts of
the fathers might be turned to their
ciildren and the hearts of the chil-
dren to their fathers—that is Adam,
Beth, Msthuselah, Noah, Abraham,
and the men of God in different
sges—tihal u general interest might
be manifested towarde the works of
God and the people of God as they
bhave existed upon the earth, that
we msay stand as saviors wupon
Mount Z'on, and build up temples
to the Lord, and then go and ad-
minister in those temples for tie
living and for the dead, that there
may be, as the Prophet Joseph has
said, & wielding link that will
cement and bind other peoples with
us: and we with them, and that
there may be a bond of union, also,
between the people o earth and
those in heaven, that we may oper-
ate together, they in the heavens
and we on the earth, for the ac-
complithment of the purposes of
God pertaining to the peoples that
bhave lived, that n)w live and that

thousands that have bren <gzsthered
together from among the nations—
have been led to see and believe in
and obey the Gospel as it has been
presented to themr. Jesus sald that
His sheep would know His wvoice
and a stranger they would not fol-
Jow. Through the medium of the
Gospel we have been gathered to-
gether in these vallays of the moun-
tains to-day. Why did the Lord

call upon us? That He might have |

a people who would obey Hislaw,
for the world generally will not lis-
ten to the voice of God; the nations
of the earth, the kings ot the
earth, the princes of ehe earth,
the presidents of the earth,
the legislators of ths earth, and the
powers of the earth, wiil not listen
to the voice of God, and He has
called us togetber, us He sald He
would do, ““one of a city and twoof
a family.” He has gathered us to-
gether that we may be taught of
Him, I¢is written in the Prophets
that the people ““shall be ail taught
of God;” and we want to progress in
this intelligence and in the princi-
ples which God has revealed, until
men shall not say one to another,
“Know ye the Lord, for all shall
know Him, from the least to the
greatest.” This is the position that
we are expecied tooccupy. Having

are to teach i)} to others, 8o that the
elernal principlee He bas revealed
may be disseminated among tha na-
tions of the earth, until the honest
in heart shall be gathered out, until

to know the will of God and do it
will be under the direction and
guidance of the Loord. And then,
when the will of God is done among
the saints of God upon ihe earth as
it is done in heaven, & part of that
which Jesus prayed for will be ae-
complished. Jesus taught His dis-
ciples to pray that the wiil of God
maight be done upon the earth as it
is done in heaven. At the present
time it is not done in all the earth,
but it may be done among us if we
will subject ourseives to the law of
God, the word of God, the will
of God, and the principles of eter-
nal truth, and follow tho teaching

of the Spirit of God; for as many a-

is the everlasting Gozpel, which,
through the atonement of Jesus

Christ, brings men into clogze rela.

are led by the Spirit of God are the

will live,

Thess are sume of the objects of
our existence, and this is the reason
we are gathered together in these
valleys of the mountains. It is a|
curious thing when you reflect that
when you were baplized into this
Church nobody eould keep you from
gathering here. To do so, many
wives have had to leave their hus-
bands, many husbands have had to
leave their wives, children have
had to leave their parents, and
parent{s have had to leave their
children. Bat we are gathered to-
gether that we might learn the laws
of life and the word of God, and that
we might comprehend the duties
and responsibilities that devolve
upon us—that we might learn how

save our wives and children,
our fathers and mothers. our uncles
and aunts, our g
great grandfathers, who did not
have the privileges which we enjoy.
This is the position we occupy, that
18, if we are living our religion,keep-
ing the commandments of God and
obeying those eternsal principles
which He hasrevealed to us, There
are no pecple living upon the face of
the earth to-day who enjoy the pri-
vi'eges that th's ple enjoy, nor
that have the light. the truth, or
the intelligence which we have.
The world does not undersiand vsnor
the principles we have received, and
conseguently we are persecuted, op-
posed, and abused on all bands. [t
makes no difference, however, We
are here to do the will of God, to
build up the kingdom of God, and to
establish the Zion of God. And we
have been, many of us, to the ends
of the earth, I was going to say, but
we have not been quite to the ends,
In fact Idonot know where the
ened are; but we have been up and
down the earth a great deal, and
then there are a great many placss |
we havenot yet visited. It is true
the world has not treated us very |
well, and I pometimes think that
we entertain too much of the same
spirit that the world exhibits
towards us, Weare inclined to
return evil (or evil, Wennght p-t
o do thet., Wershiuld reiurn good
{or evil. “Bleas thewm tbhat curse
you, and

sons of God, and if sons then are
they heirs of God, and joint helrs!

tefully use you,” sald ths Bavior.

to save oursalves and how to|ledge

ﬂ'ﬂ have had the Gospel committed " pertains to ue.

i
to us. For what? mhat we might
be the messengers of life and salva-
tion to others, not of death, damns-
tion and desiruction, but the mes-
sengers of life and salvation. How
was it with Jesus when he was up-
on the earth? ““God sent not his
Son into the worid to ecndemn the
world; but that the world through
Him might be saved.” He came to
bas a Bavior to the world, He bhsas
not eet us apart to condemn the
world but to preach the Gospel of
life and ealvation to the world. It
is uot for us to feel in our hearts a
pringiple of destruction, but a prio-
ciple of salvation, and fo seek to
benefil, to bless, and to exall the
human family, a8 many as will
come under the influence of the
Son of God, and those that won’t,
why we will leave them in the
bands of God; It iz for Him
in His own way sand in
His own time, to do with them
as He may see fit. Itis for usto
carry out His designs; it is for the
Twelve, the SBeventies and others to
preach the Gospel to the world and
gather out the honest In heart; it is
for us to give the inhabitants of the
earth fair warning, that they may
comprehend the true state of things
and have the prineiples of life pre-
sented to them. “Bui,” says one,
¢‘they act very mesn towards ue.”
Well, 8o they do. Baut, then, they

quorums seek the gpirit and power of
thePriestbood that belonga to them,
whether High Councilors, Presi-
dentsof,Stakes, High Prie:te, Bishops,
or whatever they may be, that
all may magnify their calling and
be full of the Holy Ghost and the
power of God, laying aside our fol-
li-s, our covetousness and our evils,
and wherein we have done any
wrong make restitution for that
wrong., Now, this is the word of
the Lord to you if you e¢an receive
it. Letus try and ocbey the word
and will of God and keep His com-
mandments, and then call upon the
Lord and He will hear our prayers.

His eyes are over His and
Hia ears are o to theirmﬂm
wlil etand by Israel and he will

deliver His people if they will only
serve Him. No man, no power, no
nation can harm you if you are fol-
lowers of that which is good, for
God will sustain His pe Zion
ia onward, onward snd onward.
The kingdom of God wil! be estab-
lished. No power upon the earth
can stay the haod of the Almighty.
Let us, then, be bumble and faith-
ful, and fear God and keep His com-
mandments, that the Hpoly Ghost
may dwell in us, that the peace of
God may sbide 1n our habitations,
Let us dedicate ourselves and our
families and all that pertains to us
to the Lord, and we will feel that

don’t know any better, Don’t know | we are blessed of Him. The work

any better? No, they don’t. They
don’t comprehend things as we
comprehend them. We profess
to be sacquainted with the
Spirit of God, as I before
eaid, and with the light of revela-
tion; they don’t. Aud, furthermore,
“The things of God knoweth no
man, but the Spirit of God.” Well,
but don’t God say
in judgmens ageinst the wicked?
Yes; but that is His business and
not ours upless He ealls on us to
help Him, and we must continue

to bless them that and pray
for them that despi use us,
It is our business to h the Gos-|

pel and gatuer together God’s elect
from the four quarters of the earth.
It is for us to act righi—that is the
First Presidency, myself aud Coun-
selors. We are poor, frail,; weak
creatures just as you are, and youn
are just as much a8 we are; there is
nothing 1o boast about in any of us.
Any blessings we have received are
the freegifts of God to us. And
He expects us to magnify our Priest-
hood and caliing and to honor Him. |
What else shall we do?7 We will

preach the Gospel; we will try and
gather the people when we have
preached; we will build Temples as
we are doing, and we will adminis-
ter in them when they are finished

in sovordance with the patiern Go«i
has shown us, and we could not do
80 unless He had shown us. Those
men that prate 20 muech about our
affairs and our igncrance, we might
build Temples for them, but would
they know how to administer in
them? No; they would not, and
there is not a man living in the
world outeide of this Chureh who
could perform the first ceremony ina
Temple of the Lord of Hosts, and
we would not oursgelves have
been in po:session of that know-
had God not reveal-
ed it to us. But bhaviag this
knowledge we can enter into these

randfathers and | Temples and administer for the liv-

ing and for the dead. But we must
humble ourselves before the Lord,
we must put ourselves right, we
must feach our families the
principles of life, we must do
right by our neighbors and by
everybody, we must magnify the
Lord and observe His law, purge
ourselves from everything that is
wrong, and say, “O God, try me and

ve me., Give unto me Thy Holy

He will come cut | per

|

!

we are engazed in is not a phantom,
We are going to build up the Zion of
(God; and the kingdom of God will
continue {0 grow and increase until
“‘the kingdoms of this world are
become the kingdoms of our Lord,

| and of His Christ; and He shall

reign for ever.” If we will be
faithful, God will bless us and pros-
us, and all things spoken in the
Prophets will be fulfllled.

God bless you and lead you in the

paths of life in the name of Jesus,
Amen,

THE STATE OF UTAE.

IN the Benate of the United States,
December 20, 1882, Mr, Baunders
(by request) asked and, by unani
mous consent, obtained leave to
bring in the following bill: B, 2272,
which was read twice and referred
to the Committee on Territories.

A BILL.

For the admission of the S:‘.nten_f
Utah into the Union on an equal
Joaoting with the original States,

Whereas the people of the Terri-
tory of Utah, by their r ta-
iives in convention assembled, at
Salt Lake City, in said Territory,
on the 27th day of April, 1882, did
form for themselves a constitution,
republican in form, which was rati-
fied and adopted by the people at
an election held for that on
the 22nd day of May, 1582, and the
said convention has, in their name
and behalf, asked the Congress of
the United States to admit the said
Territory into the Union as a State,
on an €qusl footing with the other
States; Therefore

Be it enacted by the Senate and
House of Representalives of the
United States of America in Con-
gress assembled, That the State of
Utah shall be, and is hereby, declar-
ed to be one of the United States of
America, and admitted into the
Union on an equal footing with the
original States in all respects what-
ever, And the said State shall con-
sist of all the territory incladed
within the following boundaries, to
wit: Commencing ata point formed
by the intersection of the thirty.
second degree of longitude west from

pirit that shall light-up the candle | Washington with the thirty-seventh

of intelligence in my soul, that I
may be enabled to see mysell as
Thou see:t me, and if there is any-
thing wrong in meshow it unto me
anu give me power to put it away,
that I msay have the trath and be
full of the Holy Ghost, the light of
revelation, and the power of God.”
We want to put ourselves and our
families in order. And then let us
learn to acknowledge the hand of
God in all thingsand obey His law
and keep His commandwenis in
everything; not in one thing only,
but in everything, that the Spirit |
and bles:ing of God and the power
of God may be with us, that we
may be the sons of God without re-
buke in the midst of a crooked and
perverse generation; that we may be
full of joy, peace and thanksgiving
to God cur Heavenly Father; tha
We Ly be true loour dey Liols al
the famlly sltar, and every morning

ray for them that des- | and every evening bow bvefore the
) Lord with our family and all tha,

And then let th |

degree of north latitude; thence due
west along said 37th degree of
north Iatitude to the intersection of
the eame with the thirty-seventh
 degres of longitude west from Wash-
ington; thence due north along said
thirty seventh degree of west longi-
tude to the intersection of the same
with the forty-second degree of
north latitude; thencedue east along
said forty-second degree of north
latitude to the intersection of
the, same with the thirty-fourth
degree of longitude west frome
Washinglon; thence due

along eaid thirty-fourth pRree
of west longitude to the inter-
section of the same with the forty-
first degree of north latitude; thence
due eat alone said forty-first
de: ee of neorth Jatitude to the
Inter-ection of the same with the
ihirty-reccnd degree of lougitude -
weat from Washington; thenie vue
south alone said thirty.-second de.
gree of west longitude to the place
ofbegin.nlng-




