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LETTER FROM SYRIA

by courtesy of apostle PF D
richards we are enabled to pub-
lish the following

the present has no particular ob-
ject except to let you know about
my safe trip and arrival here at
paris bro went with two
others to berne where he stayed
about three weeks by permission
I1 visited numerous friends and rel-
atives in france north and south
thence I1 went to genoa and naples
the latter place a former residence of
our family

for pleasure I1 visited the south of
greece and egypteg rather conversing
about than testifyingtj ing of mormon-
ismam occasionally only at cairo

1I1 visited the pyramids the one
called choops or shofu with es-
pecial thoroughness where re-
cently a portion of the immense
layers of rock immediately above
the arch of the passage facing the
primeval pole star have been re-
moved is now to be seen a beauti-
fully engraved cartocartouche 11 col
ams of hieroglyphics which soon
may solve the entangled opinions
concerning the vast purpose of this
wonder

promfrom alexandria I1 took steamer
to jaffa owing to a fierce storm
we had to go to beyrodtBey rout there
too it stormed hard which enabled
the aralarab boatmen to collect ten
francs per head where otherwise
they get less than ten cents from
alexandria to beyrodtBey rout cost thirteen
francs on deck a two days and
two nights ride by steamship for
a twenty minutes row through the
harbor it cost ten francs brothers
hintze and went down south
to jerusalem and jaffa to meet me
and I1 came here from the north
bey rout I1 have telegraphed to

them and written two letters mail
service is very bad in this country

I1 it seems probable to me as you
may have anticipated that I1 shall
go to armenia with brother hintze

i and perhaps stay there while here
1I conversed with two german
ministers they have forbidden
their flock to attend our gatherings
I1 have had tw 0 sunday morning
two evening and two weekdayweek day
meetingssince I1 came here

it is early spring at present here
the first flowers are out and early
greensandgreens and salad the haifa colony
bears some resemblance to brbrighamitcity but Is much smaller it is at
the foot of mount carmel the
original haifa is more like san
Franciscos chinatown though not
as systematic clean dr pleasant

traveling alone by land I1 lost
several articles in a desert district
at a small village the only police
officer or magistrate robbed me of
my shoes fortunately I1 took no
valise or clothes with me from bey
route where they are yet to come
from

the arabic is a beautiful and

both rational and systematica c lan-
guage although somewhat difficult
it very pleasantly resembles he-
brew turkish is easier and more
adaptable to quick and immediate
use like english it has borrowed
very copiously from all nations it has
come into contact with the alpha-
bet is more intricate and fickle how-
ever than the english

the saints here do quite well
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SAN ISLANDS
CZI1 have often desired to write to you

but my time has been so occupied
since my arrival here and soBO little
of interest has occurred on these dots
in the pacific ocean beyond what
has already been sent to you
either in conference reports or in
the correspondence of homespun 11

that I1 have not until now availed
myself of the pleasure realizing
however that my mission here is
drawldrawingi ng to a close I1 have now
determined to let you know that I1
am still in the land of the living

I1 will first relate a little of my ex-
perienceperi ence during an absence of nearly
three years and a half porfor the first
two months after arriving here I1
assisted in building a house to shel-
ter our families from tile heat
storms and winds of this laudland of per-
ennial summer and in other labor
at the plantation then for fifteen
months I1 labored in the minis-
try on the islands of kawalkawai
and maui endeavoring at the
same time to obtain a knowledge
of the hawaiianHawailan language during
this time I1 had many interesting
experiences and made a number orof
baptisms it was however no easy
task for me to learn the language
on account of my age and english
pronunciation I1 did not expect to
be bothered with the language as I1
had learned to guard myself when
speaking in my mother longue but
the many vowels in the hawaiian
language showed me that I1 still hadbad
some of th country brogue
clinging to me and it made such
words as ha a ha alla humble
hanabana analana doing working etc

very difficult for me to utter cor-
rectly by diligent study though
when opportunity afforded and by
frequent fasting and earnest prayer
I1 had obtained a sufficientlelent knowl-
edge of the language before the
fifteen months had passed to take an
active part in the work of preaching
to and toteachingaching the natives at
times I1 hahaveve so felt the good spirit
glowing within me when preaching
to the natives in their own tongue
that with difficulty I1 have kept back
my tears and my heart hasbag burned
with love for the benighted people
and for the work of god at such
times one feels that to give his life
for the cause of truth wouldwoula indeed
be but a small sacrifice

about two years ago I1 was called
to fill the position which I1 now occu-
py I1 was at that period tra velling
on the island of maui when presi-
dent joseph PF smith and brother
davis came over there to dedicate a
new meeting house while they
were there I1 was questioned in re


