.The roports were then given of the
Bixteeu gifferent branches hy the

Presidonts, fourteen of whom were
Datives They all reported thedistricts
8 being in a prosperous and flourish-
;,“g condition, and the Sainis as
¢eling well and desirous of living
SelL\h religiopu and proving them-
L’°r_d has in store forthe faithful.
Eljer John 3. Magleby, being a
[L“oﬁt Mfluent and able speaker in the
S;‘;Dn lnuguage, greatly edificd the
nts upon the restoration of the
Gospel. * He quoted Seripture to
?mve that it has been restored in its
Ulness, and showed that the gifts
ind Wesaings are enjoyed by the
1 ints today, as they were ancient-
Y- This concluded the tirst day’s
s‘fr\']ues.
wBt‘fﬂru Bunday mornlug services
® had the privilege of auding threc
Wore souls to the Church.
m‘\t 10:30 a.m. conference again
exVened. After the usual opening
Xéreises we attended to the con-
MOation of the baptized members,

= the administration of the Sacr:-
ent,

l:fl'eﬁi(lent; Willinm Paxman then

‘é;h"ereda spirited discourse upon
i rioug principles of the Gospel, giv-
Sn‘i txcellent exhortation to the
u 0% in general, and impressing
0 their minds the necwasity of
”“g_f-heir religion; he also proved
& Soriptural evidence that the com-
ﬂn’i‘l of the Savior is mear at hand
to bethut the judgments of God are
ti .‘p(mred out upon this genern-
O if they do uot repent.
roﬁ\dd.m were also made by the
W"]“'“g Eiders: Geo. W. Davis,
aug o7 5. Reid, Heber J. Waystalf
lpo]-o' D. Romney, the foriner two
he 1o, Ju the native tougue, while
i lagtor two spoke through an in-
th‘g;mt-er, Elder Magleby acting in
exhy Capocity. All gnve excellent
Ortations to the Saints and bore
g testimonies to the work of God.
]0L‘ule Dames of the neral and
ung Authorities of the Church were
Baj Dimously sustained by the
theu > The following Kiders were
1
trigt.

“P&Jinbed to lnbor In the dis-
Feg: wrge  Romney, Jr., as
fval]d”"t, and George W. Davis,

r 8. Reid, Heber J. Waoygstadl,

u |
uﬂ,‘i_o- D. Romney as traveling K-
au'ﬁhe stutisticnl report was read,

8howed t pleasi [
t A most pleasing result,
]Lﬁm ha ving been deed during the
IH X months 227 souls; making a
trige O 0 baptized since the dib-
The g“ﬂ organized iu October, 1887,
o ditm number of members in
823 striet at the present time s

u}_‘::}ere Were geven meetings held

twp 1.ﬁri':?ﬁ'illl'eren(:e, five general and
wel| attf“thoml meetings. Al were
Uop e DMed and excellent instrue-
Whilg i, S1Ven by all the Illders,
fng 40 bust of order was observesd,
> € Bpirit of God prevailed.
thag t),e o080 made the remark
€ 8inging surpassed any that

tiy r’el’ore heard among the nu-
Wigh; ', 8 sland.  Much more
Confar, Bald with regard to the
e “;‘ﬁ‘e aud the districts, but

Avey not permit, as the mail

Uteg -8 Place In about three min-

€8 worthy of the blessings the |

THE DESERET WEEK_IY{

479

I remain us ever, your sineere|both mtional and systematic lan-

brother in the Gospel of Christ,
0. D. RoMNEY.

TAUMAREKRE, Bay
New Zealand, February 19th,

LETTER FROM SYRIA.

By courtesy of Apostle F. D.
Richards, we are enabled to pub-
lish the following:

The present has no partienlnr ob-
jeet except to let you know about
my safe trip and arrival here. At
varis Bro. Sjodnhl went with two
others to Berne, where he stayed
about three weeks. By permission
1 visited numerous friends aud rel-
atives in France, north and south;
thence 1 went to Genoa aud Naples,
the latter placea former residence of
our family.

For pleasure [ visited the south of
Greece,and Egypt, rather conversing
about than testitying of “Mormon-
ism,”’ (occaglonally only). At Calro
T visited the fyramids, the one
called Cheops (or Shufu) with es-
pecial thoroughness.  Where re-
cently n portiou of the immense
layers of rock immediately above
the arch of the passage facing the
primeval Pole star, have been re-
moved, is now to be seen a beauti-
fully engraved cartouehe, (11 col-
ums) of hieroglypics, whivh soon
may solve the eutungled opinions
concerning the vast purpose of this
wonder.

From Alexandria I took steamer
to Jalla. Owing to n tierce storm
we had to go to Beyrout. There,
too, it stormed hard, which enabled
the Arab boatmen to colleet ten
franes per head, where otherwise
they get less than ten cents. From
Alexandria to Beyrout, cost thirteen
fratics (on deck)—a two dngvs’ and
two nights’ ride by steamship; for
a twenty minutes’ row through the
harbor it cost ten franes. Brothuers
Hintze and Bjodahl went dow nsouth
to Jerusalem and Jafla, to meet nue,
and T came here from the north
{Beyrout). I have telegraphed to
themm and writien two letters.  Mail
service is very bad in this conutry.

It secems probable to e, a8 you
may have anticipated, that I shall
go to Armenia with Brother Hintze
and perhaps stny there. 'While here
I. conversed with two German
ministers. They have forbidden
their floek to atiend our gatherings.
1 have had two Bunday morning,
two evening and two week-day
meetingaginee I canie here.

1t is early spring at present hery,
the first flowers are out and varly
greens and salad.  The Haifa colouy
bears some resemblance to Brigham
City, but is much smaller. It is at
the foot of Mount Carmel. The
original Haifa is more like Ban
Franeisco’s Chinatown, though not
as gystematic, clean or pleasant.

Traveling alone by land, T lost
severnl articles In a desert district;
at a small village, the only police
officer or magistrate robbed me of

guige, although somewhat difticult;
it very pleasantly resembles He-

of Islands, |brew. Turkish is easier and more
1889, | adaptable to quick and immediate
| use. Like Fngiish, it has borrowed

very copiously from all nations it has

| come into contact with. Iite alpha-

bet 18 more intreate and fickle, how-
ever, than the English.
The Baints here do gquite well.
C. U. L.oCANDER.
Harra, 8yrin, Feb. 28, 1889,

- —— .

SANDWICH ISLANDS.

[ have bften desired to write to you,
but my time has been so occupled
since my arrival here, and so little
of interest has oceurred ou thesc dots
in the racific Ocenn beyond what
has already been seut to you,
either in conference reports or in
the correspondence of *Homespun,??
that | have not until now availed
myself of the pleasure, Renlizing,
however, that my mission herv is
drawing to a close, 1 have pow
determined to let you know that 1
am still in the land of the Jiving.

I will fisst relate a little of my ex-
perience during an absence of nearly
three years and o half. For the first
two months nafter arriving here 1
assisted in building a house to shel-
ter our families from the heat,
storms, and winds of this land of per-
ennial summer, and in other iabor
at {he plantation. Thew for fiftecu
months | labored in the minis-
try on the fislands of Kawai
and Muaui, endenvoring at the
same time to obtain a konowledge
of the Hawalian lnnguage. During
thizs time I had many tuteresting
experiences. and made a number of
baptisms. 1t was, however, no ensy
task for me o learn the language,
on nceount of my age and knglish

nuneciztiou. I did not expect to

e bothered with the language, as I
had learned to guard myself when
speaking in my mother wngue; but
the many vowels in the Hawadian
language showed me that | still bad
some of ““th’ ould country?’ brogue
clinging to me, and it made such
words a8 “ha-a-ha-u”? {humble)
“hann, ana’’ (doing, working), vte..
very difficult for me to utter cor-
rectly. By diligent study tbough,
when opportunity afforded, and by
frequent fasting and earnest prayer,
L had obtained a sufticient knowl-
edge of the langunge before the
fiftven monthis-had passed to tnlie an
active part in the work of preaching
to and teaching the natives. At
tines 1 have so felt the good spirit
giowing within me when preaching
to the natives in their own tongue
that with difficulty 1 have kept baek

my tears, and my heart has burned
with love for the benighted people,
and for the work of God. At such

times oue feels that to give his ife
for the cause of truth would, indeed,

be but a small sacrifice.
About two years ago 1 was called
to fill the position which I now eccu-
1 was at that peried teavelling

PY.
my shocs. Fortunately 1 took no|on the lsland of Maui, when Presi-

valise or elothes with me from Bey-
route, where they are yet to come
from.

dent Joseph F. Smith and Brother
Dnvis camge over there to dedicate a
new mecting houge. While they

The Arabic is a beautiful aud|were there I was questioned in re-



