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MR. PENROSE LIBERATED.

THE readers of the NEws would
be pleased to learn that, on the or-
der of Judge Anderson, C. W, Pen-
rose, Iisq., editor-in-chief of this
journal, was releaded from the peni-
tentiary, November 21st.

The cause of his imprisonment
wag that, when on the witness
stand, November 19, in the investi-
gation resulting from the applica-
tiom of John Moore for naturaliza-
tion, he declined to answer a ques-
tion addressed to him by the *‘Lib-
eral®’ political attorneys for the pro-
gecution. The inferrogatory was:
“How many wives have you 7>’ On
the refusal of the witness to reply,
the Court was appealed fo by the
political prosecutors and his honor
ruled that the question was proper.

Now, just where the propriety of
the interrogatory appears is not
quite clear. The incident reminds
one of the story of a schoolmaster
wlio had puzzled a noviee with arith-
metical problemswhich he could not
answer. The puzzled person said
be could formulate one that the
donimfie couldn’t solve, and forth-
with presented this: “If a cheese
costs four shillings, what would be
the price of a cart load of turnips.”’
The utter absence of relevaney in
the problem was too much for the
skill of the schoolmaster. 8o just
what conpection there is between
the domestic affairs of Mr. Penrose
and the application of John Moore
for eitizenship has not yet been ex-
hibited. If any exists it is scarcely
discernible to the noked eye. The
hypothesis of the interrogatory on
the part of the political prosecutors
must be, as a logical iuference, that
the particular dimensions of Mr.
Penruse’s Munily would establish
the fitness or otherwise of John
Moore to be clothed with the dignity
of citizenship of the Republic.

We suspect, however, that the
“Liberal’”’ anti-¢*Mormon’® prosecu-
tion simply seized a favorable op-
portunity to place one whom they
esteemed to be an oppouent at a
disadvantage. They therefore in-

sisted that he be imprisoned fcr con-
tempt. Their malignancy was
gratified, and for a fechnical of-
fense the victim of their spite, a
gentleman of standing and ability
in the community was consigued to
a prison in which felons convicted
of every conceivable crime are con-
fined. We do not attach any special
blame to Judge Anderson for what
is esteemed, even by many of the
political opponents of Mr. Penrose, to

etror of the Court was in allowing
the question as proper. For the
splenetic trio who were the cnuse of
it, how ever, there is no excuse.
Had their demand been earried out
the object of their venom would still
have been languishing in prison,
but the ceurt could not be induced
to perpetrate such an unmitigated
infernalism.

The unmerciful Dickson insisted
that the wifness be imprizoned till
such time as he should answer; the
woltish Basgkin, with his character-
istlc combination of snarl, snap
and whine, contended that, if
nccessary, the case could be ad-
journed “for a yearor so,” until
he shoeuld answer as to his domestic
relations. This was followed by the
“me teo* of the anti-“Mormon» cy-
clone, P, L. Williams, whose bitter-
ness to a people who never harmed
him appreaches elose to the border
of lunacy, with perhaps an ocea-
sioual step over the boundary.

We arc pleased to know that many
fair-minded *Liberals” have been
disgusted with the recent dpings in
court of some of the *‘bosses” of
their party. They ure against the
attenipts to override the rights of
the “Mormons® to belicf,free speech
aud freedom of the press. Attempts
to curtail the latter by efforts to in-
duce the courts to imprison editors
of public journals among convicted
criminals, in a penitentiary, cannot
be regarded with favor by any class
of citizens who have the slizhtest re-
gard for honor and the commonest
kind of common decency.

In case it might be imagined that
the chiefl editor is defending him-
gelf in these columus, we take oc-
caglon to state that this article is
penned by another hand than his,
and in his absence from tbis oflice.

—a

FABRICATORS AND DISTORTERS.

THE strong anti-““Mormon?’ tone
of o large number of the public
journals tbroughout the country,
| shows that a degree of suceces has
attended the efforts of the enemies
of liberty in this Territory who are
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be an outrageoue indignity. The!

peeking to bring themajority of the
citizens of Utah down into the
slough of political slevery. In order
to operate the conspiraey it has been
necessary, as usual, for the plotters
to screen themseclves behind ‘‘the
refuge of lies.”> Hence the inves-
tigation begun and conducted by
the “Liberai”” party in the Third
District Court. The wires have

ibeen used asaa auxilinry to spread

i throughout the country stupend-

ous fabrications, interwoven
with distorted fncts  about
“Mormon’’ disloyalty. A good
many hewspapers are recelving

these tremendous statements as be-
ing true as gospel, and are com-
menting accordingly. Public pre-
judice is thus created and Con-
gress prepared for the usual clamor
for moré special legisiation against
the majority ef the people of this
tair Territory. The plot is, indeed,
raost iufamous, and the labop of
stemming the torrent of falsehtod
under which it is carried is a task of
mammoth proportions,

It will be seen by the dispatches
that President Woodruff has ex-
pressed himselt ou the situation,and
in the opening paragraph strikes the
key note of the whole conspiracy-
‘The entire agitation is political, &
part of the proccedings being de-
gigned for home consumption and
toe remainder for Congress.

Tiie most beneficent phases of the
Church are twisted into the appear-
ance of obstructions of the law of the
land. The sytem established among
the Baints for the settlement of diffi-
eulties amonyg themselves has fre-
quently been comumented upon by
non-*Mormons” with admiration,
as by its operations disputes without
auniber have been amicably settied .
without expense to the principals.
It is a simple process of arbitration,
in which the arbltrators receive no
remuperation, performing their du-
ties as a labor of love. Among the
ehief functions of Bishops’ Courts
and High Councils is the pres-
ervation of peace among the peo-
ple, as well as to enable them
to avoid litigation, which is fre-
quently ruiuous, and always per”
plexing to one or other, if not all, of
the principals. The only penalty
imposed by these courts is disfellow-
shiip or exeomniunication. Althoug_h
the right of the people to gettle theil
own difTerences cannot be constitu-
tionally questioned, an effort ha®
becn made, during the investigation
ingtiluted by the “Liberal?’ boeges
in the Third District Court, to show
that the Church, by ineulcﬂtil_lg
#his excellent feature,are engaged 12



