562 THE DESERET WEWRS. Sept. 24
: ———— s — & . _— L . = —— o ! - —— : | e
should be willing to do this if it costs } the spirit with which this people and | put ourselves outside of the pale of Gody offending no one, committing
DISCOURSE us our homes, as it has done, if it costs | the proclamation of this truth would ﬁia protection. We could not ask of | no violation of law or of good order;
BY us our friends and our zood name, and | be met, and He forewarned His %euple Him (a8 we could do if we were to| when they .can be shot down cruelly
' even life itse:lf.lthnut'mumtnaufﬂmu that they should be found worthy, or|observe His commandments) that|and inhumasly, and their murderers
cost others; and if we would enter) rather that they should be true even | protection and that deliverauce that 1s | be justitied for the deed, it seems as
: ' y | into the glory that God has attained un- | unto death. BSays the revelation: necessary at times to extricate us from | though the time when constitutional
to, if we would sit down with Him' wor if ve will not abide in my covenant, | the immminent perils with which we are Eﬂﬂﬂiplﬂﬂ would fail, is near at hand
DELIVERED u?d ]lliis .-ipostlei Hiﬂ ;vlt.hii‘:ﬂe faéﬂthful ! ye are not worthy of me; *I;1:111:'»:n.}rt.«v:.{:faal*i mt:,lhiit is Ii)iy this nniui— ‘. buitl:hiﬁ lsthl:imt ail.‘ﬁ;hen 'Wt‘l'- wh udluu-e
- : A J, Ol all ages, we shou e wiling to en= . herefore renounce war and proclaim | ple, Iolowing § policy, adopting  bu up s coun and made 1t
In _":h*’ Tabernacle, Salt _L"“ Gy, dure that which the¢y have endured. pamg:.i:dmk;ﬂiﬂenﬂ to turn l:urt.s this peaceful, godlike course, that|that which it is the sacritices we
Sunday afternoon Aug. 51,1884. |God calls ug to pass through these | of their children to their fathers, and the | this peop.e bave been preserved and have made—living here in peace, men
things and to endure them for the sake j hearts of the fathers to the children; blessed up to the present time. Itisa|jand women industriously pursuing

REPORTED BY JOHN IRVINE.

Tue work of God in all ages has been
a peculiar work, coming in contact
with popular ideas and with men’s
preconceived notions, and meeting
with aopposition frequently of the most
deadiy character. In every age when
truth bas been revealed it has had hos-
tility to contend with. No great prin-
ciple has ever been established among
the chiidren of men without costly sac-
fices. The religion of our lLord and
Savior was established at the cost of
precious and it may be said inestim-
able blood and lives, and it has been
the characteristic of truth in every age
to be hated dnd to be opposed. f.
therefore, we as Latter-day Saints are
exposed to opposition and hostiiity,
—having our names cast out as evil,
and men thinking that they are doing
God’s service in killing us,—it is no
more than men have endured in past
generations for the truth, for that
which is now recogaized as the purest
and most heavenly truth. It is with
our generation as 1t was with the gen-
eration in which the Savior lived, and
as it nas been with all generations.
Truth that has been established has
been revered, or men have thought
that they revered it, and in looking
back to the acts of th

of other people, they have said to
themselves: “*1f we had lived in the
days of our fathers we would not have
killed the prophets and those that were
sent unto us.” They =aid this at the
time of the Son of God, and He re-
proached them for these expressions,
and charged them with being the sons
of murderers, and they themselves
willing to do the very acts that they
reprehended and condemned in their
fathers.

It would be ar incredible thing if we
had not seen it-and known it, that men
and women would be persecuted in
our day and in our time and in our na-
tion for religion’s sake. Tomake such
a statement a few years ago—half a
century ago or a little over—would
have been to have raised incredulity;
men could not have conceived of the
possibility of a church, however igno-
rant, however -misinformed, however
untrue its doctrines might be, being
persecuted and its votaries slain be-
cause it taught false doctrines. It has
not been the case in the history of our
race that true religion has sought to
destroy faise religions, and the advo-
cates of false religions, by the shed-
ding of bleod. That has never been
the practice of true religion, or of
those who believed in true religion.
How preposterous it would be for us
to imagine the Savior and the Apos-
tles killing those who differed with
them in their views about religion!
The mere thought is abhorrent to all
our ideas of the religion of Jesus. It
would be inconceivable for the Son of
God, or for His Apostles, or for any of
His disciples, to go forth with the
sword, or with any other weapon of
destruction, destroying those who did
not believe as they believed. In fact,
such has never been the case, Itis not
the method that true men take.

Ah! but it is said of us—we are such
a wicked people, we are so law-defy-
ing, we are so bigoted and fanatical,
that itis justifiable to kill us. It isa
terriblo confession to make—thatin a
lJand of law, a land of constitutional
principles, 2 land waere men can be
deal]t with who violate the law, that
there should be no resourse for the
checking of false religion except vio-
lence and the shedding of blood. It
is a terrible confession to make in our
time—that this is the only way in
which to meet false doctrines, and to
quiet or put an end to or overcome
tll:mse who propagate them.

Now, my brethren and sisters, in es-
ouslng the Gospel of Jesus Christ the
tter-day Saints were taught—and
those of us who were too young to un-
derstand it at the time we entered the
Church we were taught when we were
old enough to comprehend the princi-
ple—that its espousal might cost us
our lives, that it might cost us every-
thing we held dear upon the earth, and
"thus far in the progress of the Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints
we have not been disappointed. The
espousal and propagation of the truth
has cost precious blood, and it is not
being established in the earth now any
more than at any previous time, with-
out great sacrifices on the part of those
who are its devotees. God will test

us as a people. He will prove us, He
will give us the most ample opportun-
ity of showing our faith in Him, and

our confidence in the truth that He
has revealed. It should be worth
everything that we have. We cannot
make too great sacrifices for it. If we
look at the example which has been
given unto us by our Savior we will
see the path that He walked in and
that which He endured. When we
think of His origin, His ¢lorious ori-
gin, the Creator of heaven and earth
a Being that had reigned in glo and
power, coming down here and being
clothed with mortality, and sufferin

as He suffered, enduring that whic

He endured, and dying the igneaminious
death which he did-—when we think of
Him and His life we ghould be recon-
ciled to pass through and submit pg«
tiently ta every trial that the Lord our

God may see fit ta call us to meet. We

elr ancestors, or |

of the truth, There is this consolation,
however, connected with the work
with which we are identified—that God
has made promises unto us that it shall

other people. The Apostles looked
forward to the tiine when there would
be a great falling away, and the man of
sin would be revealed, and they warned
the church in their d
ing away.
the assurance that this Church, this
work that He has established, shall
never be given into the hands of an-
other people, but that it shall stand
forever, and it shall go forward acom-

the whole earth. This is a glorious

may be slain, as they
ple may be driven, as they have been;
may be made to extirpate this work
from the earth, but we
ise of our God
that it shall not be overthrown. And
this is very consolatory in the midst of
the afflictions and trials which we will
be called upon from time to time to
submit to. king at affairs natural -
ly, however, it would seem as though
it was presumptous in a people like us
to entertain such hopes. How often
have we been told that in a very littie
while the opposition to this work
would be of such a character that it
would completely overwhelm it, and

to stem the tide of opposition or oui-
live the storm of persecution that has
been raised against us.
But there is a wonderful power in
truth, wonderful power in the princi-
les of life and salvation, and when

matter how feeble they may be, they
are bound in the course of time, to
be victorious. Alreuddr great results
have been accomplished by the preach-
ing of the truth. It is notthe Latter-
day Saints alone who feel the effects of

may not espouse it openly. The pro-
clamation of the principles of life and
salvation by the Latter-day Saints has
caused thousands of persons to recog-
nize error, many errors that they for-
merly believed in, and to take different
and higher views, and this will contin-
ue to be the case.

But the duty that devolves u})on us
as apeui)le is to atieutl}' labor in dis-
seminating the Gospel of Jesus Christ
throuchont the nations of the earth.
It is our duty to carry these principles
to every nation, to every kindred, to

every tongue, to every people upon the
face of the whole eart ; not to the

alone, but to Asia, Africa, and the is-
lands of the sea, throughout our own

tions, and evervwhere, in fact, where
the children of men reside; and to lift
ap a warning voice and declare to the
inhabitants of the earth that the time
is near when the judgments and calam-
ities of which the Prophets and the
Apostles have spoken are about to be
ured opout upon the ungodly. This is
our duty; and this Gospel of the King-
dom, as we have been told, must be
preached as a witness unto all nations
before the end come, It is a labor
devolving wpon us a people; and
though it may cost many precious lives
to do this, the obligation rests upon
us nevertheless, and we cannot be
freed from it only by the discharge of
the duty.

Mﬂ mind, while Brother Teasdale
has been speaking, has rested upon a
revelation which God gave through
Joseph Smith in the early days of this
Church, in which He described to the
Church the spirit which they should
have concerning offences that snould
be extended to them, or wrongs that
should be perpetrated upon them asxa
people. /¢ arc called to occupy a
very different position from that of
any other people. We must be lovers
of peace. We must be men who shall
seek to establish the pure principles of
righteousness in the earth, and to con-
tinually cultivate and carry out prac-
tically the spirit that Jesus endeavored
to inculcate. You know how He felt
when He was upon the cross. He
said: “Father, forgive them; forthey
know not what they do.”” We also
must have that same spirit. We have
been accused, 1 know, and very freely
accused, of indulging in a different

venge and a disposition, if we had the
power, L0 wreak vengeance npon those
who are opposed to us.
80 we should falsify ourselves and the
doctrines that we, teach, We shouild
deprive ourselves of the Spirit and
blessings of God. Weshould occupy
a position antagonistic to that which
He has commanded us to occupy. The
Lord says in this revelation: :

* And whoso layeth down his life in my
cause, for my name's sake, shall find it
again, even life eternal:

“ Therefore be not afraid of your enemies,
for I have decreed in my heart, saith the
Lord, that I will prove you in all things,
whether you will abide in my covenant
even unto death, that you may be !uun(i
worlthy."”

It would seem strange that such lan_
uage 'should be usedin the Uniteq
tates in the vear 1883 conogrning th
Church, The Jord knew, howepve

nevelr be given into the hands of an- ;.

ay of that fali- |
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plishing His designs until it shall fill |

promise given unto us and to our|
children, and we can rely upon it. Men |
have been; peo- '

efforts of the most herculean character |

ave the prom- |

that it shali stand and |

that it was useless for us to attempt |

od is on the side of a people, no |

truth; other people feel its eflects who |

United States alone, not to ’Eh:u:'t::rpuaI

continent, through these Southern na- |

feeling, and having sentiments of re-
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. And again, the hearts of the Jews unto
the prophets, and the prophets unto the
Jews, lest T come and smite the whole earth
with a carse, and all flesh be consumed be-
fore me.

Now 1 speak unto
fawmnilies: if men wil
fammlies, once, and yve bear it patiently and
revile not against them, neither seek re-
venge, ye shall be rewarded ;

But if ye bear it not patiently, 1t shall be
accounted unto you as being meted out a
just measure unto you.

And again, if your enemy shall smite you
the second time, and vou revile not against

your enemy, and bear it f-.ﬂ-ieml}', your re-
ward shall be an hundred fold.

And again, if he sbal! smite you the third
time, and ye bear it patiently, your reward
=hall be doubléed unto you four fold;

And these three testimonies shall stand
| against vour enemy if he repent not, and
shall not be blotted out.

And now verily 1 say unto you, if that
enemy shall escape my vengeance, that he
- be not brought into judgment befure me,
then ve shall see to it that ye warn him n
. my name, that he come no more upon you,
neither upon your family, even your ehild-
ren's children unte the third and fourth
generation ;

And then if he shall come upon you, or
vour children, or vour children’s children
until the third and fourth generation; 1
have delivered thine enemy into thine
hands,

And then if thon wilt spare him, thou
shalt be rewarded for thy righteousness;
"and also thy children and thy children’s
children unto the third and fourth genera-
- ration ;

Nevertheless thine enemy is 1in thine
hands, and if thou reward him according to
' his works, thou art justitied,if he has sought
1,‘ thy life, and thy life is endangered by him,
| thine enemy is in thine hands and thou art
- Justified.

Behold, this is the law 1 gave unto my
servant Nephi, and thy fathers Joseph, and
Jacob, and lIsaac, and Abraham, and all
' mine ancient prophets and apostles.

And again, this 1s the law that I gave unto
mine ancieuts, that they should not go out
unto battle against any nation, Kkindred,
tongue, or people, save I, the Lord com-
' manded them. ~

And if any nation, tongue, or people,
should proclaim war against them, they
should first lift a standard of pecce unto
that people, nation, or tongue :

And if that people did not accept the of-
fering of peace neither the second nor the
third time, thev should bring these testi-
aonies before the Lord ;

Then I, the Lord, would ‘givﬂ unto them a
commandment, and justify them in going

ouot to battle against that nation, tongue, or
people, .

And I, the Lord, would fight their battles,
and their children’s battles, and their ¢hild-
ren’s children's, until they had avenged
' themselves on all their enemies, to the third
and fourth generation.

Behold, this is an ensample unto all peo-
ple, saith the Lord your God, for justifica-
tion before me.

This revelation continues in this
- strain, and it is well worthy of our at-
' tention, especially at the present time,
. It shows unto us most clearly, my
' brethren and sisters, that there is no
- Toom for revenge in the heart of a true
Latter-day Saint. God designs that
 'we shall be a peaceful people, a peo-
ple who shall love and cultivate peace,
4 people who shall seck by every
' means in their power to avert war and
| to avert bloodshed, to proclaim peace
- and to entreat people for peace; and
i $zod has said to us most emphatically
!tlmt He would fight our battles, that
! He would defend us against our ene-
mies. He does not intend that the
Latter-day Saints shall be a people
shedding blood. God did not permit
David, a man aiter His own heart, to
 build the temple at Jerusalem -
cause e was a2 man of war, but He
gave unto his peaceful son Sulumun,
who was a peaceful ruler and had no
occasion to ﬂ%ht—-Hﬂ gave unto him
| the privilege of building His holy tem-
le. We are a temple-building people.
yod has given unto us a mission of
this kind, to build temples, in which
we shall perform the ordinances of

f“u concerning your
smite you, or yom

o

'

f

life and salvation and it seems to be
meet in His providence that we should
refrain from everything that would
unfit us for the discharge of this high
and holy calling. Therefore, I repeat,
that of all people now living upon the
face of the earth we are mnsgurgentl:f
required by our God to be lovers and
 cultivators of peace, and to seek not

for that revenge which gratifies human
. passion, which is not of God, and
i which is opposed to the Gospel of
' Jesus and to the sentiments that Jesus

We

to entorce upon His Disciples.
have shown this repeatedly.

many times would we have been stirred
up to indignation, if we had allowed
human feelings to prevail,at the abom-

“inable falsehoods that have been cir- |}

i culated in our midst, abricated by
! men whose only object has been to
bring down vengeance upon this peo-
ple, to excite the ruling powers against
us; to stir up congressional action
against us, to create a public opinion
against us, to make it justiflable to
slay us, to deprive us of every right?
How often has this been the case?
How easy it would have for usif we
had followed the influences that seem
nataral to human beings under such
eircumstaaces, to have avenged our-
seves  upon them,
0 we should have forfelted the pro-
\.cting care of our Father and our

G.d, Whenwe attempt to do this we'

1

invariably inculeated and endeavored | P¢

How | Pea

But had we done | hody

 spirit which we should eultivate, cul-
tivate it in all our associations, in our
intercourse with one another, inour
intercourse with the world, and even
' with those who are most embittered
against us, Itis not for us to revile
against the reviler; it is not for us to
hnnfl]y vulgar epithets with those who
indu F‘ in this mode of warfare; but
it is for us to put our trust in God, to
leave our cause with Him. For we
cannot defend ourselves by earthly
weapons. We are too feeble, We are
not strong in numbers, We are not
 strong in wealth, We are not strong
in worldly things. We have not these
advahtages to aid and sustain us. If
we are sustained we must be sustained
by the overruling providenge and pow-
er of God our Eternal Father, and not
by any earthly power. Therefore our
path of safety is the path that God has
pointed out for us; notto be a re-
vengeful people, not to be a recrimi-
nating people, not to be an abusive
Bﬂlpll‘:, ut to be a meek people, a for-
earing people, bearing utienﬂr, but.
' of course not sitting down idly and
supinely and permitting contumely to
be heaped upon us without exerting
the powers God has given us to dis-
sipate falsehoods. But this can be
done in the spirit of meekness, not in
the spint of revenge, not in the spirit
of reviling, not in the spirit ef hostili-
ty and hatréd. This spirit is antago-
nistic to the spirit that Jesus possess-
es, and which we all ought to possess
to be like Him—to be tllled as IHe was
with those desirable attributes which
were so acceptable to the Father,

I wished to say this much to you;
for I feel that the present time is a it
occasion for us to bear these things in
mird. There are many ocurrences
that are of a character to goad usto
do and say thinﬁ_s that would be un-
worthy of us. The whole earth secems
to be full of falsehood; and as [ have
said, many people think they are doing
God service in killing us. Already a
great many public papers—editurs
speaking through the columus of their
papers—have justified assassination
and said that those who had committed
it were not particuiarly guilty. This

irit is al road, and it would, if it had
the power, destroy this whole people;
it would depopulate these valleys, it
would spill our blood .just as freely as
blood ever was shed under the most
cruel and inhuman circumstances. Yes,
it woule flow in streams toroughoat
thesevalleys, if some men had their
way. Men,women and children would
be visited by indiscriminate slaughter, |
because in their opinion we believe in
afalse religion. God in his mercy,how-
ever,is exercising power in our behalf.
If He does not, what then shall be our
fate? Could man befriend us? Couid
man deliver us? Can we ourselves by
any exertion, however great or super-
human —can we deliver ourselves? No,
we cannot. Let me repeat: Ouronly
hope is our God; our only strength is in
Him and in His providence,and He will
deliver us. Let me say to you, that he
has never yet failed to deliver us; and
His promises are as firm and immov-
able as His eternal throne. We can rely
upon Him with the utinost assurance
that we shall not be decelved; but that
in the direst extremity, in the darkest
hour, in the midst of the deepest trials
and afflictions, His arm will be exten-
ded in our behalf, and His providence
be exerted to save and to deliver us
or to protect us. We can rest assured
of this . Therefore, however dark the
rospects may be, however gloomy
et us remember that He who sits on
high knows our condition, and that
He can deliver u8. He will interpose
at the very moment when it is needed
and rescue us from every evil, and He
will defeat and bring to naught, ever
plan and device t is concocte
u.ga.lnst the peace and prosperity of
those who put their trust in Him and
in the great work that He has esta-
blished in the earth. This 1 can bear
testimony to. I know whereof I
speak. 1 know just as well as I know
that 1 stand here and that I am speak-
inf to you, that the Latter-day Saints,
this Churc'h. or what we call the Zion
of our God, will be delivered, and it
will roll forth in mighty power, and it
will accomplish all that has been pre-
dicted mncernin% it. For the
will come, and it is not far distant,
when in our own nation, there will be
civil strife, there will be domestic
broils, there will be a withdrawal of
ace, and men will yet have to come
to the La.tt.er-daty Saints for that

ce and that freedom from civil)
strife that cannot be found elsewhere,
God revealed this and predicted it
upwards of tifty years ago, and it will,
ust as sure as He predicted it, be ful-
filed to the letter., All we have to do
is to take the course that He has point-
ed out to us, to keep His command-
ments, leaving the results with Him,
and He will control all thinﬁi for the
glory of His name. We have been
taught to believe that the time will
come when constitutional government
will be overthrown upon this land,
and that it will be the province of the
Latter-day Saints to uphold those
rinciples which God inspired the
ounders of this government to em-
dy in the Constitution; and it seems
to be fast approaching. When assas-
sination can be justified, assassination

their various avocations, molesting
no one, observing every law that
promotes good order—when such 2
people as we, 1 say, are legislated
atra st anc considered unworthy of
the rights of citizenship, almost
every right being taken from us,
that free men value, and tor which
the fathersof many of this people have
suffered and died—when we see these
acts justified and the men who do
them think they are committing acts
that will be applauded by their con-
stituents, what are we to conclude?
Shall we not say, Surely the predic-
tions are coming to pass, and the time
is drawing near when constitutional
government will have to be maintain-
ed by some other hands than those
who now profess to be its upholders.

I pray God the Eternal Father, my
brethren and sisters, to fill you with
that peace that cometh from above, to
fill you with that courage which every
true servant and hand maiden of God
should possess. I pray that He will
preserve you and keep you so that in
the midst of every trial and amfliction
you ma.éobe unswerving in the cause
of our God, which I ask in the name
of Jesus Christ, Amen.

A AT e e
CHICAGO LETTER.

CURRENT POLITICAL AND MORAL
ISSUES,

CuicaGgo, Sept. 1, 1834,
Editor Deseret News:

If one could write with a forty-foo;
pole instead of a six-inch Faber, he
might eonvenientiy touch the current
political and moral issues that grace
press, pulpit and rostrum. The pre-
sent campai has developed such
noisome putridity that the average ci-
tizen must consider his franchise pri-
viliges rather a curse than a blessing.
If popular government and universal
franchise require such methods to
maintain them as are being exhibited
in the present crisis, it is difficult to
see wherein Russian despotism could
be oojectionable. If our public men
who are aspirants for the foremost
place in the ublic are what they re-

resent each other to bepit is diflicult

se¢ what inferiority there is in the
Sandwich Islanders or South Sea can-
nibal as compared to us as a race. A
few years more and no decent man will
Farmit his name to go before the pub-
ic as a candidate for even the Presi-
dency. It was bad enough when none
but saloon keepers and rum-venders
could be gotto officiate as Aldermen,
but when these worthies alone will
come forward as candidates for Sena-
tors, Congressmen and Presidents then
is the cup of our imism full,
indeed. And as matters stand at pre-
sent it is only a man whose constitu-
tion and cuticle are well steeped in
alcohol can stand the ordeal of an elec-
tion contest. Such men as Billy Mac-
Glory and Owney Geogehan are the
material from which our future Presi-
dents must come. They can stand the
abuse of the tisan editor, prurient
reporter and sensational prescher.
"Tis true some of the present candi-
dates came from the same mud as
Billy and Owney abd are bearing up
under the present ardeal?uit.e as nobly
as B or Owney would. However
these things inay appear to the candi-
dates themselves and their partisans,
it is legitimate to inquire what will be
the result ina National view. Will the
Emwth of indecent literature produce
y the present campaign benefit the in-
tellectual world of modern English-
speaking peuple? Will the political
strategy displayed redound t*o the
credit and fame of Republicanism in
the eyes of monarchiecal Europe? Will
the scarrility and characterless ex-
pression of our press benefit the cause
of free-speech and liberty all the
world over? Will the pruriency and
sensationalism of our Divines popular-
ize religion and morality and help the
priestly character among the Hindoo,
the Hottentot and esthetic Figian?
These are all pertinent questions, and
ones which every citizen who wunder-
stands the respongibilities of his pre-

day | rogative as a voter should consider. It

is not the Presidency of U. 8. is merely
at stake. The cause of liberty, civili-
zation and progress is on trial before a
judiciary of compartively eivilized mon-
archs; because our present contest is
viewed as such by European monarchs
and Asiatic despots.

While all sides among us admit the
foul development our polities are as-
suming, none can be found willing to
shoulder the

BLAME OF INITIATION.

To the partial observer matters will
appear plain enough. One thing is
certain the odium being attached to
the name of Mr. Blaine, and all the
suits and opprobriums heaped on his
person and on his family, must be
c d to his own political household.
In 1876 the Chicago Tribune called him
a legislative cut-purse, a congression-
al sand-bagger and a mercenary, aye
{omstitﬂtluual railroad robber. iu
880 Mr. Edmunds circulated a private
letter giving an estimate of Mr. Blaine

of men peaceably worshipplaz thelr

wherein it was stated that the said
My, Blaine was a mest potent orator.




