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With some Remarks by FPrestdent

© George Q. Cannon, delivered in
the Tabernacle, Salt Lake Cily,
Sunday Afternoon, October Tih,
Semi-Annual Conference, 1883,

REPURTED BY JOHN IRVINE.

The Presidont fecling 8 [ittle weax in body
asked the considerate attention of the con-
gregation—God Interestad 1o Lhe welfare of
ail the human family—The organlzation of
the Churcoh, and ths responsibllity resilng
upon the Priesthood — God has given to
every oue 8 portion of His Spirit— The
promptings of that Bplrit—The wickedness
of the inhabitants of the earth in the days’

‘of Noah—Why the fiood eame—The Ante-
gGeluvians would not repant—The Gospel
again presohed as a8 warnlng—Perseoution--
Qur relationship to this nation in & politizal
polot of view—A Commonweaith has haen
bullt up in these mountalng by the ** Mor-
mons ” under the biesslng of GoA—-Unfalrly
troatod as o peopie by the paroot goverp.
ment—The Latter-day Sainta have rights
which they will seek legally to malntain—
Conclusion.

PERyIT Ine to eay that In conse.
quence of the immense multitude
that has assembled on this occasion
it will be abwolately necessary that
the striotest order and quietude
shonld be maintained, in order that
allmeyhear; forit is a great la-
bor toaddress so msny thousands of
people. Aslfeel a liitle weak in
pody I hope, therefere, you will give
me;your quiet and considerate atten-
tion.

We have listened to a great many
interesting prinelples since the com-
mencement of this conference,

We occupy to-day a very peouliar
position and it 18 proper taat we, as
Latter-day Saints, thould ¢ompre:
hend that position and our yartous
responeibiiities In " relation to the
world in which we live, the nation
with which we are associated,
and the duties and responpibilities
which devolve upon us as meceen-

ra of salvation to prociaim the

I

oepel to mankind, Tt is far-
ther necessary that we should
comprehend the past, that we

should com prehend the present, and
that we should sisc—under thein-
fluence and by the direction of the
Bplrit of the living God—compre-
hend the things of the future; for
we, &8 Latter-day Baints, have to do
with the past, we bave to do with
the prezent, and we have to do with
the future.

In relatton to the inbhabitants of
the world generally, I sometimes
think that we entertain very
erronecus notions concerning them
—that our ideas are too narrew and
oo contracted, that we do not com-
prehend the relationship in which
they stand to God our Heavenly
Father—and we are apt tg fall into
an error which was indulged in by
the Jews in former ages, and to cry
out, “The temple of the Lord, the
temple of the Lord, the temple of the
Lord are we.” Becsuse God has
conferred gpon os light and intelli-
gence and revealed His will unto
us, we are too apt to Jook down up-
oh the rest of mankind as aliens and
undeserving of Divine regard; but
we are told that Qod hss made of
one blood all the families of the
earth, And that He has given nnto
them & portion of His Spirit to pro~
fiy withal. We are also informed,
that God is the God and Father of
the spirits of all flesh. We are gtven
to understand that He fesls interes-
ted in the welfare of all the hnman
family, forit I3 written that they are
ail His oflspring. Therefore, we as
Lautter-day faints, cught to feel to-
warda the world and the inhabitants
thereof as our Heavenly
Father feels towards them; for we
are told that God ro loved the worid
that He gave His only begotten
Son to atone for thelr eins, that
whosoever belleveth on Him might
not perish, but bave everlasting life;
and it this is the feeling of our
Heavenly Father towards the iIn-
habitanta of the earth we onght to
enteriain the same senilment,
When Jesus was on the earth,
when He eatablished the Goapel
upon it, as }{ has been established
in these last daye, He said: *God
sent not His Bon into the world to
condemn the world; but that the
world throngh him might be saved,”
And when He commissioned His

lielp, He offered unto them the
worde of life, and according to eler-
nal laws that exist in the heavens,
men must be governed by certain
principles it they desire to assooiate
with the Gods, and If when the Gos-
pel was preached they did not re-
ceive it, the condemnation rested
with them. And the condemnation
grows out of this: thet light hed
come into the world, but men loved
darkness rather than light, becaute
their deeds were evil.

The Lord Jesus has given us'a
commission of the same kind to
the world of mankind, and you have
heard during this Conference of the
msenner that these things were in-
troduced so that it 18 unnecessary
for me to repeat them. Buffice it
to say that they were intro-
duced by the opening of the hea-
vena, by the appeatance of God our
Heaven)y Father and His Bon Jeaus
Ohrist, by the administering of holy
angele, by the restoration of the
Priesthood, and by the revelation
of His wi‘i to man. You compre.
hend very well the nature of the
orﬁsnlza tion, and the duties de-
volvicg upon ceriain individoals
and gnorams in this Charch., The
Twelve are set apart as special wit.
nesseg to the nations of the earth,
and are empowered and authorizea
to open np the Gospe), to lutroducs
it,and to turn the keys thereof to
all people, and the word to the
Apostles—and to others sssociated
with them—to the Elders of Israel
generally—is, o ye into all the
world aod preach the Qospel to
every ocreature. He that believeth
and is baptized sball be saved; and
he that believeth not shall bs
damuped.”” This is just as it was fn
former ages. ‘To Besigi the Twelve
In the labors in which they are en-
gaged, ate thc Beventiee, who are
oslled as special witheases to the na-
tlons of the earth. Whsat for?
Who organized these Eeventier, and
these Twelve, and who dictated
thefr duties and responsibilties? The
Lord. 'Why did He do it? Bscause,
as In former ages, He felt interested
in the welfare of tha human fami-
ly, and 1f is not and never was the
witl of God that mankind should
gsrish, but that they all mlght be

rought o a knowledge of the truty
and to an obedience thereof, if they
BAW proper, and if not, when the
Twelve, the Beventies, the Blders,
and the various officers who have
been ordained and set apart to
preach the Gospel have fulfilled
their miesions to the nations of the
earth, they have done just what the
Lord hss required ai their hands
and no mare. L farther wish to state
tothe Twelve and to the Beventles
asad to the Elders that they are not
reaponsible for the receptien or the
reection by thre world of that word
which God has given to them to
communicate. It is proper for them
to nse all necessary diligence and fi-
delity, and to pialnly and intelli-
gently, and with prayer and faith
go forth as mespengers to the ns-
tions, as the legates ol the skies,
olothed npon with suthority from
the God of Heaven, even the au-
thority of the Holy Priesthood,
which iz after the order of the Son
of God, which is after the ovder of
Melchicedek, which is after the po-
wer of an endless life. e has en-
dowed them, as you have heard,
with suthority to callupon men to
repent of their aine, and to be bap-
tized In thename of Jesus for the
remission of gins, and then He has
told them to lay hande on the peo-
ple thus believing and thus being
baptized, and to confer upon them
the gift of the Holy Ghocst, and
when they have performed their
labors and fulfilled their duties
their garments are free from the
blood of this generation, and the’
people nte then left in the hands of
God their Heavenly Father. For
the people, 83 befoze stated, will be
held responsible to God fer their
rejection of the ospel, and not to
us.

I wiil talk a little farther sbont
the peopletof the earth, who have in
their midst Chrlstianity and other
religlons professions. I have quoted
what is stated in the Scriptures—
that Glod has given 1o every man a
portion of His Spirit to profit with-
al. But that has nothing to do
with the Gospel particalarly. [tis
& prineiple which is implanted ip the
beart of every human being outside
of the QGospel; and nnder its infiaencs
there ars and have been ‘mauy
great and pgood principles in exis-

Apostles His command was: “Go ye
intw all the world, and preach the
Goapel to every creature. He that
belleveth and iz baptized shall be
vaved; but he that belleveth not
shall be damned,”” The damnation

teuce on the earth and amobg the
peoples thereof. All men almcst
everywhere poasessing amy degree
of intelligence feel that it is right to
be honest; and all eivilized nations
influenced by that feellng pass lawa

other people’s property in sny un)ast
manber, and these feelings and
prinolples are generally sustalned
by the honorable of &} omuntries,
and operate more  or. less
smong all nations, Chicanery,
deception snd fraud are looked apon
as evils in the moral world; and
men influenced by that principle—
which, as I stated, is planted in the
botom of every individusl—feel to
abhor nota of deception end fraud of
any kind, although some pesple
practice them to a very preat ex-
tent, Men under the influence
of this split fn the mercan-
tila world, for Instance, consider
1t & disgrace not tokeep thelr en-
gagements, not to pay their honest
deb's, and laws are made to reach
offenders In those cases. o strong
is the feeling of honor among many,
—ln this nation, in Eogland, I
Franesdn Germany,and in othet Ea!
ropean nations—that very many of
those people that would be esteemed
honorable in their feelings and in.
stincts, If calamity® gvertake them
6nd they are nnable to meet their
llabllities they very frequently com-
mit swicide, wrong thongh it be;
they would ralher die than be dis-
honored. Now, these sentiments of
honor are good so far sa they g5 bat
thls iz outside of the Gospe), There
are, of course, many dichoneat mer-
chants and men of large meane,
who nse their talent and wealth for
the purpose of taking advantage of
the unwary and oppressing the
poor; and in this and in other coun-
tries annually filch theusands of
millions of wealth from the unsuvs-
pecting and poor by their question-
able nots and insatiable greed; car-
ryiog poverty, BOITOW, misery and
distress to millions of the honest
laboring claszes, As God has plant-
ed a portiog of His Bpirit within
them He wi!l hold them and not us
reeponsible for their asts; and in-
stead of possessing riches and honor
their names will become Infamous
on earth and hereafter. And in-
stead of wallowing in their ill-got-
ten gains they will flad themaelves
with Dives calling npon their vie-
tims for a drop of water to cool
their parched tongues. Gospel or
no Uospsl, honorable men pannot
condescend to chicaaery and decep:
tlon; aud while following thelead of
that inward monitor they could not
¥ield themselves to those heartless
and cold-blooded practices, Again,
there i3 & horror in the minds of
el generslly about shedding inno-
cent blood, 2nd Jaws are passed $o
prevent orimes of that kind and to
punizh the oflender. Where do aif
these things come from? From
thatepirit which God has planted
in the bosom of all men. You may
take tbe lowest and most degraded
of men, sorce of the greatest orimi-
nals perhaps, and they will say, if
they eee an honerable man, a virtu~
ous man,s kind-hearted and generous
man, & man that scts wprightly—
‘“We respect that man, we honor
him, we respeot him for his virtues;
we cannotimitate him, we are sorry
to say,” and in thia wa¥ they wilk
acknowledge that which is good and
fesl that they theroselves are doing
wrong. These are some of the prin.
ciples that exlst in human nature.
They ate so far good. At the came
time there j8 another sentiment
ptevalle—that 1s, to protect virtue
and ohastity, Itis not practiced ss
extensively as it cught to be; a
great amount of bypocrisy exists on
this subfect. But nevertheless it is
implanted ia the hearts of milliona
of the human fumily; and they lnok
epon the sedpcer of woman and the
defiler of himeelt, and npon those
who practice crimes associsted with
these matters, with disgust. The
nations to-day, however, are wasl.
fo«ing in rottenness and corruption
1o regard to these matters, yet Lhere
are thousands and miilions of men
and women who abhor im urity
and vice, and cannot sanotion licen-
tiousness In sny of its disgusiing
forms. Allthese thinga nare goad
In thelr place; but this alons is not
the Gozpel, :

Now, in former times, in the days
of the flood, for instance, the people
became very corrept, eo much so
we are told,that the imsginations of
the hearts of men were only evil
and that continually, and the Berip-
tures say it repented the Lord that
He Lad made msan becanse of hia
cirruptions and wickedness; but
soms tell ns that it repented Noah
that man had been mads because
of the abominations and evils that
he witneesed in his day, God des-
troyed the wicked of that genera.
tion with s flood. Why did He
destroy them? He destroyed them
for their benefit, if you can coma-

told, a3 I heve already said, that
God Is the God and Father of the
spirlts of all lesh, We are forther
told that Jesus the Bon of God exia-
ted before the worlds were. It
is alao stated that He is our elder
brother, and that we pre-existed al-
so—that is, out spirita did. When
Batan had galned an ascendency
over the inhabitants of the earth so
far that they had departed from
God und violated His lawe, what
would be the feelings of those epirits
in the eternal worlda? L=t me ask
all intellixent people, wonld they
pot be apt to turn to their Heavenly
Father and say: ¢Father, look down
upon those corrupt inhabitants. Do
you s¢e them?” "“Yee, I see them
and I Enow them.” Ta it jomet that
we, thy children, should be doomed
to inhabit those filthy, corrupt bod-
lea, and thus be subjected tothy
wrath aud Indignation, and it may
be thousands of ye:rs before we
can eome back agaln into thy pre: -
ence?’? “No, It ie not fust,” and on
this principle the Father deatroyed
them with a flood and recommenced
peopling the earth with the ceed of
a righteons man.

But, let me nsk, what did the
Lord do before He sent the floou?
He eent Noah amopg them Asa
preacher of righteousness; He sant
Euooch; He eent wmsny Elders
among the people, and they prophe.
sled to them that nnless ihey re-

they will love you,it they receive
me they will receive you; it they re-
Jeot me they will reject yun; if the

perzecute me they will percecute;
yon.”” And He farther saig—ard it
i singular that He ehonld have td
eay it to His dizciples, men who wers
good, virtuous, pore, upright, and
dealrous td promote the welfare of
humanity—it is singular that He
should have toeay; “*Bleseed are ye.
when men ehalirevile you, aud pezl
secute you, and shall say ail manner
of evil againet yon falsely, for my
sake. Rejoice and be exceeding
glad: for great js your reward in hea-
ven; for 50 persecuted they the
Prophets which were before you.’?
Woere these men the enemies of
mankind because they ilold them
the.truth? All intelligent men
would eay No, Are those Eiders
who go forth to prociaim the Goapel
to-day the enemies of mankind? All
intelligent men will say No. Wellj
would you try to coerce men? No,
Why? Bacause God does not do il
and He dces not want us to doit. 1
would mot uee any influence but
that of truth to lead any man to g
knowledge of the truth. Any other
influence, any other power, an

other epirit is not of God. There i

5 specles of falee Chrlstiacity that
thinkg it is right to presecute peopig
beczuse of their re/igion, but thosg
poseeseed of that eplrit, whoeve
they are, are of their father th

pented jodement wolad asveriake
them; that God wounld overwhelm
the earth with a flood and destroy
the inhabitante therepf—that is,
thoee who would not listen to the
Gospel of the Bon of God; for
tbe Bon of God was in exis.
‘tence then, not personally onm
earth, but existed In the epirii, and
the promise to them was that He
should cume and atone for the sins
of the world. They were taught
theee things, but they rejected
them, that is the great majorlty of
them did so. We are also 10id that
Enoch walked with Qod, snd that
he had a city which they calied
Zion, and people gathered to Zion
then, as we gather the Eeople to
Zion In this day. Enoch walked
with Gnd and wes Instructed by
Him, and he tnstrucied the people
of Zion, Thereis a very short ac-
count of it Jn the Bible. There we
are simply told that “Enoch walked
with God and was not; tor God took

devil, becsuse his works they do|
God celieves in the freedom of mar
kind, snd Batan was cast oar of he:
ven beoause he sought to take awa
the free agency of man. ln vnrloug
eges of the world, onder wvariou
gulses, the same thing has been at-
tempted. Bometimes political, som
rtimes religious, and eometimes
other pretexts ars introdaced to op:
press mankind and to deprive theni
o that liberty; which it is theit
birth-right, anu which ali men have
& right, under God’s iaw, to exjoy.
NowI come to talk of our re]&j
tionship to this nation In a politioal
point of view. We sle here in this
Territory of Utah. We were tolg
to gather here by the Lord, and we
have obeyed His cowmand, just 2
thay did, as I before stated, in th
Zion of Enooh in his day.  Whe
we 0isme here we bronght our bodied'
with us. It ¥ not s spiritaal thing],
for we are all of us very literal and’
very temporal. We have arms an

bim,’* It wss not thought neces.
sary to say more upon this sutject;
but the facts were that Epoch and
the people of his oity, having been
tanght for upwarda of 300 years in
the prineiples of the Gospel before
the judgment overtock the worid,
were translated. Thus the people
in that day hsd hed fair warniog,
bat only & very few paid any atten.
tlon to it, We are told concerning
the Book of Enoch that it isto te
testified of In due time, snd then
we shall know mote about these
things than we do now. Bat what
of those who were disobedient?
They wete thrown into prieon.
How long did they continue
ther¢? Until Jesus eame. \What
then did He do? He went and
reached to the spirits in prison,
Ela wad *‘put to death in the flesh,”
we ore toid In the RBible, “but
gunickened by the ampirit: by which
alzo He went and preached unto the
gpirits in prison, which eometime
were disobedient, when once the
long enffering of God waited in the
days of Noah.” s that in the Bible?
inguire the Christians. Yes, that is
in your Bible.

Thus we ses the dealings of God
with those pesple. Nosh had
nothing to do but te preach the Gos.
pe) and obey the word of the Lord.
We have nothing to do but aliend
to thesame things. We then leave
the inhablianta of the earth in the
hands of God. It is not for aos to
Judge them; for the Lord ssys,
“jodgment 18 mine and I will re-
pay.” When men have offered un-
lo them the words of life and they
reject these woids, they then be-
comno amensable to their God, and
the condemmnation 18, as I stated be-
fore, that light came into the world,;
buat men love darkness rather than
light becanse thelr deeds are evil.
Men persecute the Eiders when
they go forth to presch, They per-
secuted Jesus. They persecuted
His disciples, Men in many in-
stances even in this nation—a na-
tion thal is emphaticaily called the
land of the free,the home of the
brave, and the asylum for theop-
pressed—hzave put to death some of
onr Elders becanze of the testimmony
they have borne to them  This,
however, ia all in zecordance with
the predictions of Jesus. He told
His gioiples that, i the world hate

or condemnpation of the people who

to punlsh the this?, the rogue, and

rehend it, but I very moch ques-
ton whether all of you can ot not.

Youy e kpnow that it hated me be-
fore it hated you.” In other worde

lege, eyes and ears, llke other peoplei
—we are the echildren of o4
Heavenly Father as others are. Hi
has introduced the Gospel, as I havt
before said, and one of the principle;
thereof is that of gathering, and wi
haveguthered together, I need no
quote o you the Scriptures in the,
Bible on this subject, for you know,
them, and 1 need notoccupy timg
in quoting them to-day. We arel
here. Who came in the firat place
A numbser of people frem the
eastern, western and souther:'
Btates who believed the Gorpel ard)
obeyed it. It iz not necessary io g
inte our history snd dwel on even
a3 they transplred in Okio, In Mj
aouri, or in IMinols. Let all tho
thinga pase. Youn can read them i
our history. Buat as I bave said we
are here. Under what snspice:?
Aceotding to the Iaws and usages
the United Btates we cottled cities
towns and villages; we settled oxi
farme, ete., which we had a right to
do. 'We putehased and paid for the
property that we possess as other
citizens do. k
As this point, President Taylor,
feeling weak, requested President
Geo. Q. Cannon to taik a little on
the subject. !
T, CANNON eald: Presideng,
Taf]
wiil

or e suffering from fatigue auy
[ Wsa hav
gathered here, a3 he has said, ang

take 3 little resct,
have built op 8 commonweslth i
these mountains—a common wealtl
which, if it wete not for the pr:
Judice that we have to contend witl)
wonld be the edmiration
mankind, The despised Mor
mons” stripped of their proper
tiey, drivea eut into the wildernesg |

a8 outcasts,-as wniit for the soclety)
of their fellow citizene; having bee

treated in thia manner because of
alleged crimes—that at  lessh
wag the justfication that was offereg
for the treatment of the Latter-isy
Baints~—because they were such &
wicked people that they deserved to
be treated by mob violence, and the
whole world, it may be said, acqui;
esced In the verdiot that had been
pronoanccd Dpon us, oOr at Jemst
there was rot sufficlent manhood”
and courage in the nation toraisc
the veice against it, thongh theu

eands of people felt that it was an
outrage, Driven into the mountaing
in this manner, stripped of our pos’
sessions; some of us coming into

these valleys bare-footed, with,



