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D BY GEO. F.
I am pleased to have the opportunity
of meeting with the brethren and
sisters  of this place, and of looking
ut your faces; and 1 would like to
near more of the brethren speak to
you, -but ‘I know youn want me to
talk awhile; and as 1 _have to leave
this afternoon I will occupy the time
now, and we will’leave some of the
brethren'te preach to you then, 1
desire your . faith and prayers, for
we are all dependent upon the Lord;
we none of us can do or say any-
thing that is good or useful or bene-
ficial to society unless we are under
the aid, guidance and control of the
Lord, A man gcannot speak arizht
unless he speaks under the inspira-
tion of*the Almighty; and then the
gecple cannot, hear aright, nor un-
erstand aright unless they have a
rtion . of theé same spirit. And
ence there was snmethiu% peculiar
in the expression made by Jesus
upon this subject. IHe understood
this principle yvery well, and in
speaking on it, says, “My sheep hear
my voice, and know me, and follow
me; ‘but a'stranger they will not fol-
low for they know not the wvoice of
a stranger.,” And hence when the
elders were sent out to preach the
spel at first, they were told to go
orth and God would go with them,
and his spirit would accompany
them and his angels should go be-
fore them. The Lord had his sheep
scattered all over the face of the
earth; and those sheep when they
heard the sound of the gospel under-
stood it; there was something that
bore testimony to their hearts,
which they could not well des-
cribe, and that' something directed
you,my brethren and sisterz,to those
who brought the everlasting gospel;
and when you heard it _you said,
““‘that is.trae.” And le might
say what they pleased, still you be-
lieved and; felt. that it was true.
You experienced this feeling, but
you could: hardly aecount for it.
T'his*was the spirit that Jesus allud-
ed to when he said, “if [ be lifted
up from the earth, I will draw all
men unto me.” He has his own
way of aceomplishing that 'object,
and it takes time, a great deal of
time todo that. But he was not
going to drive them or force them
nor in any way to coerce them; but
he would present to their minds
such beautiful pringiples, such love-
ly sentiments and  develope . such

glorious things .among.. them
that they could not but see and ap-
precia

them anywhere else. And -“then
when those prineiples were confirm-
ed by tne influence of the Holy
Priesthood through the revelations
of God to the people, it produced the
effect upon them that we have seen.
And hence you have gathered here,
left your homes in the old world—
the major part of you from
Scandinavia. 1 was one of
those brethren that started out in
an early day with this message of
glad tidings; and Brother KErastus

now faunci his way to you folks,
while I went to others in a different
part of the world, and still others of
the brethrén hunted up other sheep
in other places. What was the re-
sult of our preaching? Wae. see it
here to-day; the result is that you
have been brought to a knowledge of
the truth, and through obedience to
the ordinances of the Lord, you
have received the Holy Bpirit of

God, which. has led you into ihe|

truth, so that you,as did the ancient
saints before you, sit in heavenly

laces in Christ Jesus. You no
onger experience the kind of uncer-
tainty you used to be afflicted with,
but you have a certainty, an abiding
reality., You do nof care to die; that
is a matter of very little importance.
Jesus said to a woman on a certain
occasion, whom he had asked to
give him w to drink, “If. thou
knewest the gift of God, and who it
is that sayeth tothee, Give me to
drink; thou wouldst have asked ot
him, and he would have given thee
living water.” We have drank of
that stream which makes glad the
city of our God. And we want to
realize and appreciate the position
e occupy before God and the great
lessings and privil that are
thin our reach. ﬁ have just
omme as it were, in the great

| braced and that which other pepﬁiﬂ

¥
in many instances see them th rough
a glass darkly, at least very many of

em; and sometimes we can scarce-
ly ‘perceive the ditference between
ourselves and the rest of mankind,
or between the religion we have em-

have. If we could only reflect u

it, there is as much difference as
there is between light and darkness,
But we do not always comprehend
these things, and hence we labor un-
der difficulties pertaining to this
matter, because we do not see, we
do not comprehend the position
and relationship that subsists be-
tween us and our God., God is our
Father; we are his children, He
has brought us into his covenant,

to intelligence, from understand-
ing of one principle to that of anoth-
er, to go forward and progress in the

development of truth until we can |and the a

comprehend God. Ifor we are his
children, we are his sons and daugh-
ters, and he is our father. He has
organized this Church in order that
we may be educated in the princi-
ples of life, that we may compre-
hend those prineiples that exist in

| deal during his life, and was with

nal worlds, to introduce the prin-

ciples of life among the people,.of
which the Gospel isthe grand power

salvation can extend to all peoples,
all nations, all kindreds, all tongues
and all worlds, It is the principle

light, and places us in communica-
tion with God. God selected him
for that purpose; and he fulfilled his
mission .and lived honorably and
died honorably. I know of what I
speak for 1 was very well acquainted
with him and was with him a great

him when he died.

The principles
which he had,

placed him in com-

ancient apostles and prophets; such
men, for instance, as Abraham,
Isaae, Jacob, Noah, Adam, Seth,
['noch, and Jesus and the Father
postles that lived on this
continent as well as those who lived |
on the Asiatic eontinent. He seem-
ed to be as familiar with these -
ple as we are with one another.
Why? Because he had to introduce
a dispensation which was called the
dispensation of the fulness of times,

the bosom of God, that we may be
able to teach owur, children ecorrect

and us, and between angels and u-,
that we may feel that weare of the
family of God and of the household of
faith, and that we can operate with
them; and that while part of his
family who have lived upon the

| they have the Aaronic Priesthood in

and it was known as such by the
ancient servants of God.

t is a dispensa-

dispensations that have existed upon
the earth whereinGod communicated
himself to the human family. Did
former times? Yes. So have we.
Did they have the Melchisedec

earth and who live again in another
state of existence behind the wvail,
are operating with him and with
the angels .of God and with the
whole of the Holy Priesthood in
developing his purposes in the heav-
ens, that we may be prepared to
operate with him on the earth in
earrying out his purposes here; that
his people may be preserved from
the powers of darkness, that. the
light, intelligence and revelations of
God may be upon us, that we may
comprehend our true position to him,
to each other, to his Church and
kingdom, and to the living and the
dead; that we may realize the posi-
tion we oceupy in relation to all the

various duties and responsibilities of § gathering of Israel from the four

life.

| magnify our callings, unite ourselves

together as the heart of one man un-
der the influences of the spirit of
eternal truth as the family of God
upon the earth, and purgeout every-

thing from us that is evil, corrupt, | God has, among other dispensations,
ading, and elevate | restored the “dispensation® of the

low and d
our minds and feelings to a:higher
standard of intelligence, morality
and obedience to his laws, and thu=
prepare ourselves to carry out the

them, nor could they Tind{things of God in relation to the

earth whereon we dwell, and each
of us take a part in bringing to pass
his purposes here upon the ‘earth,
not by any intelligence we may
have; but by the wisdom and intel-
ligence that God shall impart from
time to time, until we shall progress
in every principle that is calculated
to elevate and ennoble manknd, un-
til finallywe shall see as we are
seen and know as we are known.

We are now gathered together to
Zion. For what? To build up Zion,
and to accomplish the purposes of
the Lord pertaining to the human
family upon the earth. And being
cathered together we are crganized
with apostles and prophets: with
presidents. and their counselors,
with bishops and their counselors,
with elders, priests, teachers and
deacons. Wae are organized accord-
ing to the order of Gody, and the:e
very principies that logk small to
us emanate from God. We have
seventies and high priests, and all
these men hold certain positions
which it is expected of them that
they will fulfil and magnify, here
in the flesh, in the interests of truth
and righteousness; in the interests
of ‘the kingdom of God and in the
establishment of correct principles
among the Saints of the most High.
We are here to co-operate with God
in the salvation of the living, in the
redemption of the dead, in the bless-
ings of our ancestors, in the pouring
out blessings upon our children; we
are here for the p of redeem- |
ing and regenerating the earth on
which we live, and God has placed
his authority and his counsels here
upon the earth for that purpose,
that men may learn to do the will
of God on the earth as it is done in
heaven. This ia the ohject of our
existence, Anditis forus to compre-

v We have received a great
pracions prined 4 have |

hﬁ“ﬁﬂfhgﬁm Toseph Bt | Gk of bty

Priesthood in former  times?
Yes. So have we, Did they|
have a . gathering dispensation
in former times, when Moses led
the children of Israel out of Egypt?
Yes. So have we, just as it was
predicted by the prophet Jeremiah:
I will take you one of a city and
two of a family, and 1 will bring you
to Zion.”
with them when you get them
there? ““And [ will give you tors
according to mine heart, which shall
feed you with knowledge and under-
standing.” We have that dispensa-
tion. Moses, when he appeared to
Joseph Smith, committed to him
“the kevs of tl,le dispensation of the

and influence, and through which {and he told me that he would sus ﬁ’"
’ tain me in it; he has been true to his turned towards our

 trust, and if I have not been true to
that brings life and immortality to |

munication with the Lord, and nnti
and itis our privilege to go on_from { only withh the Lord, but with the
wisdom to wisdom, from intelligence |

What is|
principles, in order that we may be | meant by the dispensation of the
placed in a position whereby we ecan | fulness of times?
be assimilated into the likeness of | tion in which all other dispensations
our heavenly Father, and have a|are merged or concentrated. It em-
communication opened between God | braces and embodies all the other

And what will you do|

| earth will do mght. And while the priesthood

I always was provided for, for which
[ feel to praise God my Heavenl
Father. I was engaged in his wor

mine 1 hope he will forgive me and
help me to do better. But the Iﬁtl‘JI
has been true and faithful, and I
have never needed anything to eat
or drink or wear, and was never pre-
vented for want of means of travel-
ing where I pleased. -

Welly to returms After you received the
gospel and the spirit of the same, the great
desire of your hearts was to go to Zion. And
in order to accomplish this you put away your
little savings and you began to contrive
to dispose of your little properties, and many
of you were almost to sell rselves
wmzm You could not tell why you |

such feelings, but you did have them,and
,Eoupnuld not get rid of them until you were
rought here. You would not bave come
here it not been for that, would you? I
have no idea that
were told to bulld Temples, what made you
build them? you received the
gospel in your hearts, associated with which
was the mission of Elijah which was to turn
the hearts of the children to the fathers, and
the hearts of the fathers to the childven.I wish

——

T

I could tell it to you as I understani some of |

these things, and I wish you could understand
those principles. Suffice it to say that Satan
has tried from the beginoing of the world to
overturn the works of God, and in some in-
stances he has ap ' succeeded admira-
blyv. He was the cause 6t one time of all the
ﬁmple of the earth being destroyved except a

ttle seed which was saved to pro te the
human species. Probably the would

ho
" grsnttheaarth,ﬂnd also the te ntribes be-

you would. When you |

nobling, and the kingdom will be the Lord's.
And we will operate together, we will
try to frustrate works of darkness and
the powers of the adversary, to save the liv-

fathers who have lived
before w8 who have been ignorant of the
gtitmi ples of life and salvation w God has
'n pleased to confer upon ns, while the
brethren behind the vall are feeling after us
who are their children. The Lord will turn
gh&m of the futhers to the children, and
Learts of to the fathers
through Flins was to come, which if not
accom plished, it is written, ‘‘the earth would
be smitten with a curse.” i

o medgadh sy Phswroghone e

viare a pro and men

e L LR W T LT
mer we et} r a

things in one according to the word of God,

ther his Israel in one from the four quar-

fore we
the woi

through; and Judah will listen to
of life, and the

truth will forth and spread and grow,

“‘until the kingdoms of this world become

kingdoms of our God and his Ch

him every knee will bow and ev

confess that Christ is God to

us ignorantly,

the courts, legislators
inimical to us. They
do, hence we ghould feel

Jesus, when he was being , suf-
the pain of a cruel death, said,*Father,

laugh pretty heartily over that, thinking that
he Ead accomplished his purposes. However
that was not the end. Jt i8 true that the
judgments of God overtook them, it is true
they were destroyed by & floodin the flesh,and
were shut up in in the spirit; but it is
also true that the same Savior who i8 our

Savior, when he was put to death in the flesh, |

e D b
* 8 ) u 3
of salvation to them tha y migEl: be re-
deemed and come forth and accomplish ocer-
tain purposes which God had designed. And
hence we find the Savior operating among all
that body of peoglg that the Devil thought
were destroyed, but through this wvisitation
were placed within the reach of deliverance.
but has Satian prevailed to a great extent?jHe
has. HAas darkness spread itself over the
earth? Yes Have people wandered a
from God and en bim and h
laws? They have. But then the Lord
will be merciful towards them,
they not ha received the light that we
have, hence he feels towards them as a father
feels towards his children, being desirous to
ﬂtﬂthEirhﬂE]:: as far as it lays in

; and if not save them while

in the flesh, he wunderstands certain eternal
laws and principles whéreby they may here-
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evil
beneath.
8 mAn say =o mes, ““T hate such
Why 1 do not w of a person
tiwu:;tldﬁmll command is to
ther. e8us was abeut to leav
ciples, the burden of his prayer was
I pray for these whom
th':netherwnrﬂ and thou
;rnyt}rthﬂm,f‘ather

even a8 I and thou art
one in us.” What,

-

:
2n

Saints, ope who has received

after be redeemed. The Judge of all the

behind the vail are ope and in
to the spirits that are ltt;awm-hm ummhm*

there from the different ages, ha calls u
us to build tem that we 'n:m.y udmlnisptii:-

for the bodies of these

And then after realizing them, | quarters of the earth and the restitu- | acco
Read it in | 30d int

tion of the ten tribes.,”
the Doctrine and Covenants; it is

here to-day, from Seandinavia and
other parts of the world? Because

gathering. =

In relation to other matters. Was
there a time to come that Elias
should come to ““turn the hearts of
the fathers to the c¢hildren, and the

hearts of the children to their fa-
thers?” That Elias has come, and

has introduced that dispensation;| Why? That

and in that are associatéd the very
things you are engaged in and
which we have come. to attend to,
namely the laying of the foundation
stone of the Temple. Now, I will
ask, whoever thought of building
Temples until God revealed it? Did
vou? If you did, I wish you would
tell us of it. And did you know
how to build them? No. And did
you know how to administer in
them after they were built? No,
you did not. We are indebted to
the Lord for these things. And
when Eljjah the prophet appeared
to Joseph Smith he committed to
him the keys of this dispensation;
and hence we are at work building
femples; but some of us hardly
know why. We. go at it the

same as we  follow  plewing,
sowinZ, planting, reaping and
such kinds of pursuits. There are

other things behind that. There
are ordinances associated behind
these things that go back into eter-
nity and forward into eternity; that
are the offspring of God, that are in-|
tended for the welfare, the happi-
ness and exaltation of mankind;
for those who are living and those
that are dead and for those that will
live hereafter,pertaining both to our
progenitors and our posterity. And
that iz one of those keys that have
been turned. Do you think that
the elders who brought the gospel
to you in far off lands. could have
gathered you here if they were not
the bearers of the gospel of the Lord
Jesus Christ, and  if this had not
been a gatherin§ dispensation? -
think not. AsI have said, the el.
ders went to different parts of the
earth, for we have preached a

" gt

B!

that
without thé Gospel, thatmtﬁr ] be j
to men in the flesh live

“afiex

the dispen=ations he sends out his Flders
erally toall the world to s
not
only does this; but as we live in a gathering
dispen=ation, he also gathers in the people,
and when they learn a little of his law, there
are many ordained to tho priesthood and sent
muammngs,mﬂkeepaend them
out to preach (ospel and to gather in - the
elect; and we send them to their own peo
tell them
And they keep coming and g

what God
do we send? If we se
lishmen or men who speak
their

Eng
lish langu s it to Scandipnav
el Iaee; L4 m},‘?
men of experience,

peo accompanied

after (30apel has been introdaeed to
they may go and teach their

people

then?

the way of life and sal
i agaln i
Temples. And what then?

i~

have died | @pd you need not be

ZeN-
] ) preach the Gospel to | kindly to
there plainly written. Why are you | every creature. In this dis e

the ordinances of theHouse of (;
pects to associate with theSaints
with his brother about peanuts
and then talk about your honor
fringed upon! 1 tell you if you
yourselves, your honor will take

;
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Treat one another aright. Have
one against mmharl;lfhen gnudma.kam

and make it right. Have you spoken

brother or eister? then
acknow E:Jr mmktugmr-
ven, promising to do better in the future.
then he or she might say, on the other
damr ;**qu,audl said so and so
y 'WOn't you forgive
mmhbetterandm ore
of
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Tney come back
'Ihg¥ﬂ.ni
Pla from the various nations of the earth
ato these Temples and administer for thaﬁ
fathers and grandfathers, their uncles and
aunts, their £ |

= | reach back, back into distant tiines to redeem

and save others. And who are these men?
Just such as the ancient pro talked
about. They are saviors upon Mount Zion,
are they not, saving and redeeming their
people — and t ‘men who are
quarrying and hauling the rock, and- those
who are engaged in laying up these terrace
ﬁge wlsﬁ;?ﬁd thuaethewh& are other-

| ng Decessary pre--
paration for the building of the Temple are
all laboring in this same diroction. Lord

of

than th
that you give your attention E.aw.&nd ;?:E,

children, obey your parents; res ‘our

requires th's work at our hands in order to |
test us, to see whether we will carry out his
laws or not. And when we build our Temples
and he accepts of them, we will thenentarln»L
to them administer in them in the name
of God; and admi in them we become
gaviors upon Mouunt Zion, as it is written,
“And saviors shall come np on Mount Zion to
ju the Mount of Fsau, and the kingdom

fathers and mothers. Your mothers have
watched over you, and your fathers are de-
sirous for your welfarey and their hearts and
meﬂuﬁnnd affections are drawn out towards
not give them pain by departing

m correct principles; hut walk in the paths

of life. And parents, aud children, husbands
and wives and all people, fear God and put
yourtrust in him and carryout the princi-

8 be the Lord’s.” Don't your Bible read
£0? The one I bhave does. Who shall they
save? These men become saviors of their own
nations; they administer and operate in their
interestsand in the interests of their fathers
?aml th?li::li- friends and mlaltes* ng[?-me this
one thing we are engaged in, a rt of
the dispensation of the fulness nrﬂmea.'m
Then what does one of the Prophets say?
“Behold, [ willsend you Elijah the Prophet
before the coming of the great and dreadful
day of the Lord.” And what shall he do?
““And he shall turn the heart of the fathers
to the children, and the heart of the children
to the fathers, lest I come and smite the earth
with a curse.” And what shall be done? Sav.
jors shall come up on Mount Zion; and the
thes abal ol bo tnogbe of God: s By
v a '
dom shall be the Im
not waut to lean upon man nor put our trust
in man. While we are obedient to
nance of man that is pro
which doss not confliet

not wnlnt mwmléﬂmn&mm tn 1i:| b i
ungodly. e careé mue t thel

ways or their theories or ideas. “The I.md..*l:
sa)s one,**shall be our aludge, rd shall be
our I:i!iF. the Lord sha
he shall rule over va” And

apération of m-j A#{E?Llﬂmi&;ﬁ{
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ples of your holy religion which God bas re-

vedled to us. :

I would s a few words of of
gﬂnr of grur t-m"l;I {u think itdwnulﬂl a

many of you here. ve no dis
find fault, but I bave a pﬂm
kiudly of many of my brethren and sisters in
many of their operations. In the tithing opera-
tions, for instance,l think that du the last
year there has been paid some dollars
more than the year This speaks well for
the Latter-day Saints; not but what the Lord
could get along very well without these
things, but he wants to test his people. This,
however, proves that there is an increase in
the right direction, anda pmgr ﬂaelinlg that
ought to exist among the Saints. enoce,
sa)s the Lord, “Bring ve all the tithes into
the storehoise,that there may be meat in m
house, and prove me now herewith, if I wi

this tithing theve has been nded

Temple apd the Temple ih ?ﬁlttl;:

m;ghhorm of 250,000 dollars; this 18 very

ereditable, besides a very fair tith on the

back of I think I can Iﬁik the
¢ .
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and redeem the dead, have our hearts



