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and a numbersnumber of seals dugongsdugonis and
whales which inhabiting the ocean are

not rerestrictedtricked to australia the marsu
dial animals which are now extinct in

almost every other part of the world
are considered by zoologists to be the
oldest mammals of the world known
fossil remains prove that their prede-
cessors in ages past grew to enormous
size rivaling that almost of the rhinoc-
eros it has been estimated that there

ateare upwards of different species of
birds inin australia the largest being the

australian ostrich and the small-
est
emu or

the wren peculiar to the country
aream the black swan the honey sucker
the lyre bird the bush turkey and
others snakes are very numerous and
though not of large size are very veno-
mous in character there are upwards of
sixtysixt different species about diffe-
rent species of lizards have already been
enumerated in the rivers of northern
queensland and otnerother parts of north
australia crocodiles locally called allali

have been foundgators miles of rail-
ways

there are about 15
in operation in australia and

about zoo P
miles of electric telegraph

there is an unbroken railway system
penetrating the coast country of queens

aard NeW south wales victoria and

southI1 australia and branch lines lead
meing oft inill all directions some of them
penetrating far into the interior

there are in the australian colonies
about a thousand newspapers including

and small class publicationsmamagazinesabines
in melbourne and suburbs alone about
one hundred and fifty periodicals are
published

there is no state church in australiaaustralia
though as in engenglandland the episcopaliansEpiscopalians
are tthehe dominant body as regards num-
bers next in point of influence and
number come the roman catholics fo-
llowed by balbaptists congregationalists

lutheransLutherans salvation army and jews
saints in the coloniesthe lewfew latter day in

classed in tthehe colonial year booksaream I1 smaller sectarian bodiesotherpaloaaroneng
numberher ofincludingincludin a large anuw

confucians and pagans A
good schoolchool system exists in all the
iocolonieslonies

on december 1893 the popula-
tion ot australia according to official

census was of these new
south wales had victoria

queensland south1IX
australia western australia
65 and northernNori territory belong
wjfaK to south australia

the aboriginal inhabitants of austra-
lia belong to what is termed the

which is the lowest family of
the human race they are ranked by
ethnologists in the papuan or austral
nevnegroro swescale but forming a special type
and areaire believed by some to be the
remnant of an ancient and peculiar race
no satisfactory estimate has been formed
otheir number but there are at least
60 ow of them left at the time of the
fiadfirst settlement by whites in australia
they numbered about according
to the best conjectures these people
in their native state have no fixed hab-
itation in the summer time they live
almost entirely in the open airair and in
the more inclement weather in bark huts
oiof the simplest construction their im-
plementsclementsatsts are otof wood stone or the
bosses of animals or fish their relig-
ious and intellectual condition isis appar-
ently of the lowest kind and it is be
liever that they resort to cannibalism

under exceptional circumstances they
are occasionally employed by the set-
tlers in light kinds of work and as horse
breakers but they dislike continuous
occupation and soonadon gave it up they
are also engaged by the police occasion-
ally in tracking criminals in the bush
for which they have great aptitude the
physical characteristics olof the natives
have been generally described by a
prominent writer as follows the men
are tall and well formed having broad
foreheads wide mouths small piercing
eyes flattened noses thick black hair
deep chests their lower limbs being thin
and ill developed as compared with
those otof average europeans they are
remarkable for the beauty and strength
of their teeth the boldness of their car-
riage and for the comparative smallness
otof their hands and feet although per-
fectly black they are different in appear-
ance from the natives of africa wanting
the wooly hair and the great thickness
of lips for which the latter is noted the
women are smaller than the men in ap-
pearancepearance worse looking and with frames
not so well developed they are very
much abused and ill treated by their
male peers the na-
tives weapons consist chiefly of spears
shields boomerangs wooden axes and
caddies or clubs the botany bay na-
tives had bows and arrows in some
parts of the country the spears are
pointed with flint or stone heads and
barbs and the natives in some places
use flint knives and stone hatchets or
tomahawks on the sea
shore canoes made otof bark are com-
monly used for fishing the
natives of north queensland are fierce
and bloodthirsty and in the neighbor-
hood otof the palmer river and hodgekin-
son diggings and further north have
sacrificed many lives particularly of the
chinese in physique they far surpass
the aborigines otof the south though in
intelligence there is little to choose be-
tween them the australian blacks occu-
pying probably the lowest position of the
human family the original inhabitants
of new zealand are a difdifferentlerent class of
beings altogether they are intelligent
apt to learn and imitate and have great
natural powers of perception

since my arrival in australia I1 have
seen only one native and he was sitting
with crossed legs on the at sydney
busily engaged at some handiwork pe-
culiar to nishis race most of the natives
live far in the interior of the country
and only a few reside near the thickly
populated cities or towns

the precise period of the discovery of
australia is doubtful old french man-
uscript charts bearing dates 1531 and
1542 have marked on them an extensive
country to the southward of the

undunderer the name of jave la grande
great java which agrees nearer with

the position and extent of terra aus-
tralia than with any other land but the
dutch are credited with making known
what had been kept secret bbv the span-
ish and probably for commer-
cial purposes the dutch visited the
north coast of australia in 1616 other
explorations followed and in 1622 the
southwestern extremity of the continent
was discovered by the captain of a
dutch ship and by him named cape
leeuwen lioness after his vessel the
south coast was soon afterwards ex-
plored in 1664 the continent was
named new holland by the dutch gov-
ernment in 1770 captain james cook

the renowned english navigator ex-
plored the eastern coast of australia
and took formal possession by hoisting
the british flag in 1788 the first settle
ment iniii australia was formed at botany
bay in what is now new south wales
in 1825 queensland under the name of
moreton saybay was settled as a9 portion
of new south wales being raised into
a separate colony in 1859 the swan
river settlement the first real settle-
ment in western australia was formed
in 1829 in 1851 it became a penal settle-
ment and so continued until 1868 when
transportation of criminals ceased vic-
toria originally known as port phillip
and forming a part of new south wales
was first permanently colonized in 1834
and in 1851 the colony was separated
irom its parent new south wales
south australia was colonized by emi-
grants iromfrom great britain in 1836 wwass
made a crown colony soon afterwards
and continued thus until quite recently
when it was given responsible govern-
ment ANDREW JENSON

MELBOURNE victoria australia may
ath 1896

AN IC ELANDERS LETTER

BANNACK montana august xyth
1896 it is really enioenjoyingying for me to
read the account of the missionary work
that is being done here in this stake I1
believe that somewhat about seven
yearsvears ago lots of people from idaho and
utah went into big hole basin in beav-
erhead county between twenty and
thirty miles northwest from bannack
and I1 think that some young mormon
deoppeoplele among them up here it ap-
pears to me that a good many of those
who are mormonscormons and come here to
work have to a cecertainertain extent made and
done a good mission in many cases
and in most cases in fact mormonscormons are
sought for in one instance a man had a
mormon who is somewhat lame on one
leg to herd shesheepep for him for some five
years altogether but he had left and gone
home tota spanish fork utah whitewhile he
was gone the man had some mishap
with his sheep and new herdersgerders very
nearly every month speaking about
this matter he once made this remark in
the presencesence of a good many in ban
nacnackgrI1 I would not swap johnsjohnis lame
leg for all the herdersgerders in montana

last year a big cattleman in this
neighborhood who had several men
working for him had to leave his ranch
lorfor some time before starting he one
day began by asking one of his men
whether he was a mormon and then
one after another all made some ex
cuse they had been mormonscormonsMor mons wewerere not
themselves but their parents had been
etc finally he reached one are you
not a mormon yes said the man

what is that to you I1 am a mormon
and hope I1 shall be

then ill1111 let you know what it is to
me said the boss 1 I have to go off
on some business for some time and I1
want you to take charge of everything
while I1 am gone and you get sixty cents
more a daydav till I1 come back again I1
could relate several more instances like
these but this is enough

I1 see by the NEWS that brother an-
drew jenson will probably soon be in
europe on his trip he will probably
go to iceland which is my native land
I1 have several good friends in that land
whom I1 want to point out to him on the
east coast I1 do not know who they


