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have been reached hadbad a fullfall hearingbearing
been accorded

permit mome toto supply somegome omissions
in your statements concerning the
griffin and loomis cases griffin waswaa
pardoned while the canecame waswaa pending
on appeal in the supreme court and
before the judges had an opportunity
of pawingpassing upon it judge Hen dinou
it lais true recommended hishia pardon but
judge hendersonHende raon waswaa the counsel for
the accused there was a question
between the assistant attorney and the
defense in relation to the cleaning of0
the pistol which it seems was deter-
mined upon the statements and evi
denoe produced by the defendantyd

counsel you state that the jurors
who convicted origingriffin filed affidavits
before the governor that the impres-
sion that the hamer pistol bad not
been fired because of its clean appear-
ance was the hinging point upon
which the conviction was secured
the difficulty about this excuse is
that it assumes as true a controverted
fact further the judge who tried the
casecame and the judges of the supreme
court who could review all the testi-
mony were better able to determine
first whether the fact as alleged was
true andaad second itif ture whether it
was a material fact the extraordi-
nary proceedings of an application for
a pardon while the case was pending
on appeal would seem to indicate a
lack of confidence in the point relied
on the application assumed the guilt
off griffin becausebecame a pardon is not
granted to an innocent man the
truth is there is a decided difference
of opinion as to what was the turning
point in the casecam and it will serve no
useful purpose to discuss the evidence
hocehere your statement however seems
carefully to omit a very prominent
fact viz that griffin left hamer went
away and armed himself and re
turned to the saloon where the
homicide was subsequently committed

loomis was pardoned against the
emphatic protest of this office with-
out any official notification of the ap-
plicationestion the fact of the application
was accidentally brought to wethe atten-
tion of the district attorney your
statementbement of lauts I1inn this case might
well have included also the fur her
statements that loomis in his retreat
fired upon the pursuing officer anitin jl
cating his desperate character that
your local officers including your city
marshal took the pains to unearth the
past record of loomis and presented
the same to the judge to the effect that
he was an expert and professionalprofessions
burglarandan J criminal and hadbad served
a toriterm in the penitentiary of another
state that petitions for hisbis pardon
came from ogdenoden simply illustrates
the unreliability and worthlessness as
a general rule of such requestsreque ats what
did thtb people of oden know about
this criminal whose first introduction
into that community was in the capa-
city otof a detected burglar

0
my excuse for thus troublingliag you is

found in the fact that upon my office
devolves in partparr at least the respon-
sibilitylity of administering the criminal
law orof the terri ory it is a mistake to
assume that there tieis no crime here
there irin a great deal of it so long as
the pub ic10 sentiment permits the
administration ot justiceustice to be obstruct-
ed and neutral zed by thoithe well meant
but mistaken efforts of kindly disposed

persons in behalf of convicted felons
soao long will the good order aud safety
of society be iuin peril

sodo far as dillon is concerned it may
be remarked that the question of insan-
ity or responsibilitynon now soughtbought to
be tried upon the ex partsparte statements
of persons not under oath was fully
and carefully presented by distin-
guished counsel and professional wit-
nesses at the trial the verdict passelpasse 1
the challenge of the trialtriaijudge and the
supreme court the question of bis
pardon should not be made to depend
upon this matter which hs been liti-
gated and determined in the only way
provided for by our law itif there are
other reasons sufficient to move
executive clemency the case will
present a different aspect

respectfully
C 813 VARIAN

A COLORED MAN BURNED TO DEATH

PAPPARISis tex feb I1 henry smite
the negro ravisher of four year old
myrtle vance hasbaa expiated in part his
awful crime by death at the stake
ever since the perpetration of hishia
terrible crime the city and the entire
surrounding country has been in a
wild frenzy of excitement when the
news came last night that he had been
captured at hope Ararcandkand identified
the city was wild with joy over the ap-
prehension of the brute

hundreds of people poured into the
city from the adjoining country and
word was pawedpassed from lip to lip that
the punishment of the fiendbond should be
death by fire the whisky shops were
closed and unruly men were dispersed
schools were dismisseddjsmissed by a proolamaclama
tion from the mayor and everything
was done in a businesslikebusiness like manner
the law was laid aside and the citi-
zens took into their own handsbands the in-
human beast and burned him at the
stake never before since the days of
the spanish inquisition has there been
such terrible punishment metedmated out to
any man

THE HISTORY OF HIS ORINECRIME

is jigis follows
thursday last smith picked up little

myrtle vance aged three and a half
years near her fathersfatheriii residence and
carrying her to a pasture near the out-
skirts of the city first viciously as
faulted the innocent little babe and
then took one little limb in each hand
and literally tore her in twain then
covering the body with leaves and
brush liehe laid down and slept calmly
through the night by the side of hlhisa
victim

friday morning smith went to the
house of his wife and forced her to
cook breakfast after eating it he left
town the childs remains were found
friday afternoon and when the news
of the atrocious crime spread the whole
town turned out in chaos therho rail-
roads put up bulletins offering iree
transportation to all who would join in
the search A posse went out in
every direction and not a stostone was
left unturned smith was tracked to
detroit on foot where he jumped a
freight train and left for his old home
in arkansas yesterday he was cap-
tured neaznear hope ark and was fully
identified
this morning he was brought through

i texarkanaTex arkana where livefive thousand people

awaited to seefee the man who should
receive he fate of EJed coy at that
place speeches were made by promi-
nent partsparis asked that the
prisonerprisontr be not molested by texarkanaTex arkana
people but the guard be allowed to
deliver laimhim up to the outraged and
indignant citizens of paris along the
road the train gathered strength from
various towns people crowding upon
the platplatformsformis and the tops of the
coaches

ANXIOUS TO SEESEB THE LYNCHING
and the negro who was so soon to be
delivered up to the infuriated mob

arriving here at 12 tbthe
train was met by a surging massmaes of
humanity strong the negro
was placed upon a carnival floating
mockery of a king on a throne and
followed by an immense crowd was
escorted through the city so that all
might see the monster

when the procession had marched
through the principal streets it halted
I1ina an open prairie about yards from
the texas pacific depot here smith
was placed upon a scaffold sixalxlx
feet square and ten feet high and
securely boundbaund within view of all
beholders here he was tortured for
fifty minutes by iron brands
thrust against hisbis quivering bouy
commencing at his teetfeet iron brands
were placed against him inch by inch
until they were thrust against his face
then kerosene was poured upon him
cottom seed hullsbulls placed beneath him
and setmet on fire

in less time than it takes to relate it
the tortured man was burned to a
crisp and in a little while thereafter
nothing was left of the whole funeral
pyre but pieces of charcoal which be-
fore nightfall were carried away by
curiosity seekers

words to describe
THE AWFUL TORTURE

inflicted upon smith cannot be foundsfoundthe story appalsappala one with its fearfulfear lul
awful terror the negro for a long
time after starting on the lourneyjourney for
partsparis did not nafiz his plight at
last when told that he must die the
most awful death that human mind
could conceive he begged for protec-
tion he was willing to be shot and
wanted marshal franklin of partsparis to
do it but he was told that he was to
be burned to death his agony was
awful he writhed and pleaded in
mental and bodily pain in anticipa-
tion

scarcely had the train reached paris
when the torture commenced hlahisclothes were torn off piecemeal and
scattered in the crowd people catching
the shreds and putting them away a
mementoes the childschild father her
brother and two uncles gathered about
the negrodegro as he was fastened to the
torture platform and thrust hot irons
into his quivering flesh it was hor-
rible this man dying by slow torture
in the midst of the smoke from hisbis own
burning flesh every groan from the
wretch every contortion of hisbis body
was cheered by the thickly packed
crowd of people the mass of
beings was yards in diameter the
scaffold being in the center after
burning hisbis footfeet and legs hot irons
were rolled up and down smiths
stomach back and arms thenthan his
eyes were burned out and irousirons thrust
down bisbin throatthreat


