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MIDNIGHT MUSINGS ON BOOKS

vidid fta lover of books I1 read the lists
AsA they come to my table day by day

I1 note the titles I1 mark the price
and dream of the contents tarfar away

in cloth morocco or sheep itis said
covered to please each fancy foufoundgildredGildgilt edgedged and colored uncut at times

this literature the world around

A taking title oft catches the eye
or illustrations may win the thought

some deft review from the issuing house
compels desire till the book isin bought

oh oft misled by a trick of tradetradan authors whim or a poor ppretenseense
but spite of all I1 am curious yet

and ads ad are defense

etwas a year aago my vision ffellea I1
on a vovolumelumetissuednod by father time

wedwe waited torfor it a few brief days
1if asme at last with the midnight chime

hope thought it bound in the brightest style
naymay fancy claimed it a gilt edged tome

its nownom dode plume was the glad new yeartear
which welcome found in a love kissed home

pitpage after page has been cut and turnedrelatedconned preface and headings of chapters
there

today hath closed the volume now read
flats is written perchance for elereer

in me morys columns the contents stand
Ohchangesanges experience what a whole

written by providence strangee
and countersignedcounter signed by a human soul I1

errors and lapses and letters turned
and blurred no doubt by the ink supplied

Pspaperr was poor or the proof unreadchothe press in issues not once belied
titsthe year from the earth hath passed

near predecessors there yet was room
recordedBecorded I1lifeife of the yearsyear gone past

for judgment shelved tiutill the day of doom

the clock strikes twelve asan the volume goes
I1 see in its stead theres a snownew one ptpi aced

labelledLabelled and bound with its leaves uncut
the date alone on itsita cover traced

father thine aid I1 would ask in faith
A better record to write this year

unmarrednnmarred its baites by blot of sin
or stained by needed repentant tear I1

edition dode let this one be
oueone worthy the masters praise at the I1lastant

printed and bound and gilded by love
and comprehension of lifeworklife work vast

thou father shall have the praise while 14I1
thy humble worker will ever tell

thattha books which can bear thy imprint will
the bestbeat of mans handiwork excel I1

W naisbitt

IN

waikatoWaikato new zealand
november irth 1896

in perusing your ever welcome paper
which regularly comes to handband and
which contains many reports of the
rapid strides that mormonism is making
throughout the world I1 thought a brief
report of the progress feeling and con-
dition of this part would be read with
interest by the many readers otof your
much esteemed paper among whom are
many elders and saints who formerly
labored and lived upon these isles of the
sea

Attheat the present time new zealand is
clothed and adorned with the beautiful
mantle and the decorations of spring
everything connected with this season
of the year seems to smile and bid us
welcome inviting auall to freely partake of
the joy happiness and life which it de-
sires to instill into all hearts at present
no signs of that dreadful epidemic
know as aprinsprinspring fever have been seen on
the contrary ILLthe majority of the inhabi-
tants here are as the busy bee hard at
work from early wornmorn till night throws
her mantle over the toilersboilerstoi lers and then
they realize the time has come to rest

from famous waikato to equally fam-
ous Lar anaki is perhaps the most im

journey undertaken upon this
the north island of new zealand as the
former place is where the king
mahuta resides with his chiefs and fol-
lowers the latter place being the home
of the two famous maori prophets te
white and bohu elders georgegeoge
bowles and parley A waters havhavinging
recently traveled the above route the
following is submitted

A short time ago the writer visited the
kings village to gain audience with him
and to ask permission to hold meeting
with him and hisbis people I1 was greeted
by two ancient lullyfully tattooed natives
who politely informed me that the king
would be in attendance shortly after a
brief chat with the two above mentioned
mahula was announced I1 arose to
meet him and was greeted in maori
fashion with the exception of the bongi
nose rub king mahuta is a good

looking man apparently well versed and
acquainted with both european and
maori etiquette is intelligent but a little
reserved unlike his father the former
king he is not tattooedtato oed is of fairly light
complexion for a maori I1 should judge
by his appearance that his weight is
pounds and he is five feet ten inches in
height A friendly chat followed in
which I1 made known my desire the
answer was partially a disappointment
it being that there was no suitable house
at present but the one now being built
would no doubt be available for holding
religious meetings when completed
there was no alternative but to accept
the however a few
questions on the gospel asked bv the
ki g were answered to his entire satis
faction one especial question was con-
cerning the blessing asked upon food
I1 informed him as to the plan adopted
by the saints he was delighted saying
he had never heard from other ministers
of the different churches such a good
and in his opinion correct one

up to the present the king has not
united himself with any particular de-
nomination he is of a fairly critical
nature from reports the church of
england are very desi reous of convert-
ingin g him and his followers to their faith
butbut from past actions of said church
against this people maori they will
find it extremely uphillup hill work there
arere whispers afloat that the king has
issued instructions to his people to take
good care of the mormon elders when
they visit among them the elders of
this district have already enjoyed the
hospitality of his people which we be-
lieve is the outcome of the kings in

on the sard of september last the be
elders left waikato for

Pare haka in the Lar anaki district As
we travel southward we diverged from
the main road to visit a number of

villages and lay before our dusky
skinned friends the revealed principles
of life and salvation we were warmly
welcomed by the majority and were in-
vited to preach quickly availing our
selves of such golden opportunity

our road led through portions of
country which pen and paper fail to
describe on account of the choice gifts
which nature has bestowed upon those
secluded spots we gazed enraptured
upon the beauty of the scene beauties
which is alone found in ancient forests
where as yet the woodmanswoodmasswood mans axe has
not been weil ded and man has not
penetrated its thick undergrowth and
stately trees although surrounded

with these beauties of nature let not the
reader imagine that the track we travel
is as beautiful not so as seemingly
we climb constantly up and up into the
very clouds in places we led our
horses as it required all fours to reach
the topto one would imagine that our
horses were of circus fame from the
agility they exhibited in ascending and
descending

having met a maori named chatal
traveling our way his extra horses he
was willing to let my companion ride at
intervals and so give him an opportunity
of resting my horse was twofold in the
field to take notice of any difficulty aris-
ing from an extra long days travel
such journeys are second nature to birnishim
as he has carried the mormon elders on
their journeyjourneys from year to year
when nearing our destination on a cer-
tain day elder waters horse diverged
from the track the next moment it
was almost hidbid from sight in the soft
black mud of the swamp the order
extricating himself made for terryterra
firma after some delay and labor we
pulled the horse out the picture that
stood before us horse and rider well
covered with a good thick coat of mud
only lacked the snapshotsnap shot

on and on we traveled each day un-
til on the iyih of october when we ar-
rived at our desired destination
Parehaka Pare haka is situated about
two miles inland from the west coast of
the northmorth island lying miles north
of wellington capital of these isles
and about south of auckland form-
er capital when nearing the town-
ship the road divides leading to lewhite and bobu dively no
seated in a large room used for gather-
ings on the i of each month which
by the way is the irth with them As
is usual in we were soon in
cited to partake of refreshment I1 enell
aired as to their customs rites ac andaadeuropeans are seen in that town al-
though a number of fine europeanEurope ani
residences are here and there among
the many of maori design numbering

in all lustjust back of the low riridgee
which surrounds the path stands
majestically mount egmont
in shape its snow capped peak toweringtowering

feet above sea level the fuhfull
view can only be obtained when the
weather is very clear and cloudless

te white is the most prominent ot
the two so called prophets his farnefame
having spread far and near if reports
be true the various sectarian ministers
cannot hold their own against him it be-
ing his custom to talk in parables which
they are unable to interpret we were
welcomed by te whites soninson in law
waitaraWaitara and were soon comfortably
was informed that they never ask a
blessing upon the food we were
granted permission to please ourselves
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and therefore asked the lords blessing
upon the bounties of life set before us

it was not long before we were in-
formed that te white was approaching
the house arriving at the door we
arose to meet him greeting each other
and bongi A shott chat followed then
all were called to supper blessing was
asked at the close of the same te
white addressed the company and ex-
pressed his opinion concerning the
blessing asked once again it is in favor
of the mormonnElderelder when supper
was over all returned to the room

the time arrived for us to state our
desire in visiting him lain doing so we


