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THE DEMERET WEEEKLY.

THE REW VOLUME.

MIDNIGHT MUEING3 ON BOOESA,

I*mh a lover of books, I read the hsts,
As they come to my table day by day,
1 nole the titles, I mark the price,
And droam of the contents, far nway}
In cloth, morotco or sheep, "tis as1d,
Thay're covered to please ¢ach fancy found,
Gli-cdged and colored, uncat at timea,
Thia literature—the world aroand.

A taking title oft catches the eye,
Or illostrations may win Lhe lhooght;
Bome deft review, from the issuing houre,
Qompels desirae, till the book is bought.
Oh, oft misled by u trick of trade,

AD Author’'s whim or 4 poor pretanse,
But splte of all 1 am cotiotis yot

And "ads" ad Uhltum are defense.

“Twas A yoar Ago, my viston foll
On n volume 1gsned by Father Time,
We'd waited for it n few briof daya,
13 eama atb last with the mldnighs chime ;
Hope thonght it bound in the brightest siyle,
ay. faney claimed it a gllt- edgad tomes,
Ita n0m de plume was The tilad New Yenr,
Which wélcome foundin a love-kizgsed home.

Page after page has been cnt and toroed.

Con&ed profoce, and headings of chaplera
ere,

Today hath closed the volume now Fead,
'*Ffnig,"” i8 writlen perchance for e'er.

In memnory’s columns the contents atand,
CQhanges. experioncé--whot a whole?

Written by Providence, checquered, strange,
And conntersigned by 8 human soul!

Errors and lapses, and latters turned,
And blurred no doubt, by the Ink sapplied;
Paper was poor, ot the proof anread,
he press, in leonos_ not once belied.
The volumed year from the sarth hath pasaed,
Neoar predacessnrs there yet was room;
Tiecorded l1fe of the yonre gone

pARL,
For judgment shelved till the day "ot daom

Tha olock strikes twelve; as the volome goas
1 sce In ite stend there’s “'anew one” placed,
Labelled and bonnd, swith Ws lenves uacut,
The date alone on its cover (raced,
Father, Tbine aid, I would ask in falth,
A better Tecord to write thls year,
Upmarted ite pnges by blot of sin,
Or stalnad by needed repentant tear!

Edition de luxe, let thia on® ba,
Ona worthy the Master’s praise nt the last,
Printed and bound and gilded by lova,
And comprehension of Nife-work vast;
Thou, Father, sball have the praise, while L
Thy hnmble worker, will ever tatl
That books whigh can bear Thy lmprint will
The best 0of man's handiwork excel?

BENRY W, NAISBITT.

IN MAORIDOM.

NGARUAWANLA, Waikato, New Zealand,
November, 13th, 1896,

In perusing your ever welcome paper
which regularly fcomes to hand, and
which contains many reports of the
vapid strides that Mormonism is making
throughout the world; 1 thought a brief
report of the progress, feeling and con-
dition of this part would be read with
interest by the many readers of your
much esteemed paper, among whom are
many Elders and Saints who formerly
labored and lived upon these isles of the
sea.

Al the present time New Zealand is
clothed and adorned with the beautiful
mantle and the decorations of Spring;
everything connected with this season
of the year seems to smile and bid us
welcome, inviting al] to freely partake of
the joy, happiness and life which it de-
sires to ipstillinto all hearis. At present
no signs of that dreadful epidemic
know as spring fever bave been seen; on
the contrary, the majority of the inhabi-
tants here are as the busy bee—hard at
work from early miorn till night throws
her mantle over the toilers, and then
they realize the time has come to rest.

From fanous Waikato to equally fam-
ous Laranaki is perhaps the most im-

portant journey undertaken upon this
the north island of New " Zealand, as the
former place is where 1he Wjaori king
Mahuta resides with his chiefs and fol.
lowers; the latter place being the home
of the two lamous Maori prophets, Te
White and Toliu. Elders George
Bowles and Parley A. Waters having
recently traveled the above route, the
following is submitted.

A short time ago the wriler visited the
king's village to gain audience with him
and to ask permission to hold meeting
with him and his people. 1 was greeted
by two ancient tully tattoced natives,
who politely informed me, that the king
would be in attendance shornily; after a
briet chat with the two above mentioned,
Mahula was announced. | arose to
meet him, and was greeted in Maori
tashion wilh the exception o! the hongi
(nose rub ) King Mahuta is a good
looking man, apparently well versed and
acquainted with both European and
Maori etiguette, 15 intelligent but a little
reserved Unlike his father the former
kitig, he 15 nol tatooed, is of fairly Jight
complexion for a Maori, I should judge
by his appearance that his weight is 185
pounds and he is five feet ten inches in
height. A {friendly chat f{followed, in
which I made known my desire, The
answer was partially a disappointment,
it being that there was no suitable house
at present, but the one now being built,
would no doubt be available tor holding
religious meetings when completea
There was no alternative but to accept
the forementioned. However ,a few
questions on the gospel asked bv the
ki g were answered to his entire salis
laction. One especial question was con-
cerning the blessing asked upon food.
[ inlormed him as to the plan adopted
by thie Szints he was delighted, saying
he had never heard fram otber ministers
ol the different churches such a good,
and in his opinion, correct one.

Up to the present the king has not
united himself with any particular de.
nomination. He is of a tairly critical
nature; from reports the Church of
England are very desireous of convert-
ing him and his {ollowers to their {aith,
but from past actions of said church
against this people. {(Maori} they will
find it extremely up-htll work. There
are whispers afloat that the king has
issued instructions to his people to take
good care of the Mormon Elders when
they visit among them. The Elders of
this district have already enmjoyed the
hospitality of his people, which we be-
lieve is the outconie of the kings in
structions.

On the 23rd of September last,the be-
forementioned Elders left Waikato for
Parehaka im the Laranaki district. As
we travel southward we diverged hom
the main road to visit a number of
pahs {villages) and lay betore our dusky
skinned friends the revealed principles
of life and salvatian. We were warmly
welcomed by the msjority and were in-
vited to preach, quickly availing our
selves of such golden opportunity,

Qur road led through portions of
country which pen and paper fail to
describe, on account of the choice gifts
which nature bas kestowed upon those
secluded spots \We gazed enraptured
upon the beauty of the scene—beauties
which is alone found in ancient forests,
where as yet the woodman’s axe has
not- been weilded, and man has not
penetrated its thick undergrowth and
stately trees,  Although surrounded

with these beauties of nature, let not the
reader imagine that the track we travel
is as beautiful. Not so, as seemingly
we ¢limb constantly up and up into the
very clouds. In places we led our
horses, as it required all fours lo reach
the 1op. One would imagine that our
horses were of circus fame, {rom the
agility they exhibited in ascending and
descending.

Having met a Maori named Whataj
traveling our way, his extra horses he
was willing 1o let my companion ride at
intervals and so give him an opportunit
of resting. My horse was twefold in the
field to take notice of any difficulty aris-
ing [rom an extra long day's travel.
Such journeys are second nature to him,
as he has carried the Mormon Eliders on
their journeys fron1 year 1o Yyear.
When nearing our destination on a cer.
tain day, Elder Water's horse diveiged
from the track. The next moment jt
was almost hid from sight in the sof
black mud of the swamp. The order,
extricating himself, made for ‘‘terrg
firma.” After some delay and labor we
pulled the hotse out. The picture that
slood before us, horse and rider wel]
covered with a good thick coat of mud,
only lacked the snap-shot.

Qa and on we traveled each day unp.
til oo the 16:h of October, when we ar.
rived at ‘our desired destination
Parehaka. Parehaka is situated aboug
two miles inland trom the west coast of
the Norih Island, lying 200 miles north
of Wellington (capital of these isles)
and about joo south of Auckland (form.
er capital.) When nearing the lown.
ship the road divides leading to Le
White and Tohu respectively. Ng
seated in a large room used for pathey.
ings on the I17th of each moath {which
by lhe way is the 18th with them) Ag
is usual in Maaridom, we were soon in.
vited to partake of reireshment. [ en.

uired as to their customs, rites &c ,ang

uropeans are seen in that town, al.
though a number of hne European
residences are here and there, amon
the many of Mao!i design, numberin
229 in all. Just back of the low ridge
which surrounds the path, standg
niajestically Mount Igmont pyramidicag}
in shape, its snaw-capped peak towerin
8,500 feel above sea level. The {ulj
view can only be obtained when the
weather is very clear and cloudless.

Te White is the most prominent gt
the two so-called prophets, his fame
having spread far and near. If reporis
be true, the various sectarian ministers
cannot hold their own against him, it be-
ing his custoni to talk in parables which
they are unable to interpret. We were
welcomed by Te While’s son-inlaw
Waitara, and were soon coniortably
was informed that they mnever ask g
blessing upon the food. We were
granted permission to please ourselves,
and therefore asked the Lord’s blessing
upon the bounties of life set before us,

It was notlong before we were in.
formed that Te White was approaching
the house. Arriving at the door, we
arose to meet him, greeting each other
and hongi. A short chat followed, then
all were called to supper, blessing was
asked, at the close of the same. Te
White addressed the company and ex-
gressed his opinion concerning the

lessing asked; once again it is in favor
of the Mormon , Elder. \Vhen supper
was over all returned to the room.

The time arrived for usto state our
desire in visiting him. In doing so we



