EDITORIALS.

UNDER the not altogether original title
of “*The Mahomet of the West,”” in the
Overland ' Monthly, Mres, Thomas Fitch
ventllataa her vle ws of the phenomena
% B m. Youngaud '‘Mormonism.”
Al ability and culture, it is evi-
dent !mt she has endeavored to write
frankly and fairly upon a topie of com-

manding interest, and one that is pe-

culiarly  subject to. hasty, one-sided,

bitter, lad mmtimﬂ lnaoianb t,raa.t-

ment.
Mrs. Fitch sayst

ht; A

nestion be-
fore the nnt.iun now is ng r ti,:ﬁll
s

&

affee

domestic 'de

enism,” ni
ing prmnim

and law-giver—but =& vile imj tor, a
trickster;, who practices hiaj ghl."a
| arts before . the very. walls en?
| Marking the tender . con dﬁ his
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power, self-instituted as it s, self+po
ed, and supreme with his 8 'beﬂt-h lnd
followers. But the uutinn nll.tm'
arises, Does this mnn believe in
doctrine he. promulgates? or is he t,hﬂ
vietim, of  lust, a?lricp and amt 1t,lupx
Here' are scores of uaunﬂa of ‘men
and women who J‘L nqlg believe in
ve

this religion, but by it li ]
and diﬂ by it act Ia £hl?rﬁ£u'
then—the inspirer of all this zeal, the

successful administrater, the ¢o incilor

“‘Mormons,” but a

mksblﬂ development of that *‘re-

ligio-politico system.” The
g‘t‘ﬂu nt wjl; ch the lady alludes to,

all the ladies will pr
cially

"when we say
tll:mt. it is & tampor
a

d

, & mere upon the system,

whtoh wnmnnlika assertions it is far
pf& thnu to Buumﬂfullyj

I s natural enough that the lady
should consider every other question
swallowed up im or overshadowed by

-aaa_;lu

this fa queéstiodsofor:da not the
iTy rm ofnu society, and, has
not ilton uat‘. informed Gmley that

‘'there is nnthin that a woman somuch |
it as

'J wvolent Mtl -.

ﬂ anll*h dw

L2y

Eu luvi;::;g d:nothar of beaut
ic ow. ﬁﬁnp tﬁm‘ of dbni'sa* every|

wife is happy, or ought to be; every

s e s

who doubts that any muthﬂr’:- child is
beautiful is a heathen, if not a
brute. We al aokmledga thla, bu
then the query—how is every
womsan-to become the happy wife of a

nellehn tgn‘i]iﬂ?{l the lnvlng mother
of bomtiful children? This is the great
unselved ery, unsolved outside of
“Murmnniam " and therein solved as
far a8 poﬂmb!ﬂ, but only by that ver

“l:ain.par ary, accidental, and ‘altogether
daapiurblaﬁt# us dﬁ?&lupmant '’ which
Mrs, F. rejects, and which rejactiﬂn by
this lady, reminds one of that Scriptare |
which B aks of the identical ﬂtona
which tha builders rejected becoming
the head of the corner. Indeed, we do

ks

1. ead of t.l;e names of th:;mgg; ;;,’f_
B ‘a similar nt be
prig cally chane ﬁoru'phnhnr »

seription upon the twelve gates of the
holy city, the New Jerusalem. An
all this, iat it be remembered, when
the civilizatinu the guvarnmanta, the
ethies, the manners and the customs,
the religiu -politico-socio philoauphy
and practices of the nineteenth centur
an Evg!uha systems of this world shall
away, like the baseless
fabrie of nviatun leaving not a wreck
behind. Anything temporary, accident:
al, despicable, or fusgus in that? The
lady l:a“nﬂ tpwhiu uar:;lnly ;iha duni:,
8 ve made a t mis-
m Bg X ] However, hy rauu‘;ah of the
exoellence of her meaning, she must be
freely forgiven, Indeed it is a greaf
thing for her to virtually coneede that
everything else of ‘‘Mormonism’ ex-
cepting this single develo '{)mant can be
excused npon & pinch. ‘his step is a
notable one, nnd has not been tah en by
Mrs, F. alone, fa,rm M&othar publicists
apon this con-
tinent of Ka-
world
Y8 i-that
ﬂl‘ at least unne-
' tﬂl}i and
mes;
all t.huraa
pouad or.

this development was manifest to the
world; and may we not also say it is an
au'nauﬁ that the world will by and bp
concede that even this’ nu ﬁgg
dmlopmant is worthy, been. |-
ung & more fnmbla Teception
uona .aﬂun than it hﬁa 5bb§n B

n F. anama m to moﬂvap
Bliu thinks Bdghnm Young and thous-.

d
She says:

Brigham “"Y&ung, tha prophet, th:
seer, and therefore the oracle of th

B TR St "““}; Eth

L

living: .L;A hundred and twen
thousand people are, to-day, busy reat
his id&}a 31 u&emm plang,

iyl
T el S

] m.l.gnatizar, few will d

every #omm'a;

o Lk

perfect;
il

e which shée considers fuugus.

peculiar

uess, eap-e-
?tg’ aﬁo declares
, accidental, and
ther des imbla duvalopmant, in-

him' ong and |-

people, who have, tried
ﬂystﬂm, witih the practical results and
operationg of that Jﬂwm upon the
minds and character of his pmple, it is
impossible—divested of  prejudice—Lto
{ believe thie, There anberﬂ into . the
composition of some men an unresting,
mercurial element, which sassimilates
with, but is. no part of, geniug, and is
alwnyu urging them to do something,
and not infrequently their efforts cul-

;

y
P
in-
d
Y

| tion: the  dignified

|-more than n:d ary, wmq his

minate in achievement, But possess-
ing courage, Brigham Young uses even
that cautiously. Having almest un-
limited power in his sphere of action,
he makes, 80 far a8 the material well-
being of his people is concerned, the
wpeat. and fittest use of it. Whttavar
he claims of; Divine interference, his
measures seem to be the rmult of reflee- | &
expression of &

thoughtful, ﬂumistent pund, & hana-
P executive
Ities, .are
ant, Jais observation

now-
ledge of the motives of men—th ureum;
of these faculties—rise to an intuition.
Now, for the motives of this man, there
s no neutrality argument to be advanc-|

brain, s His
peeuliarly n

altogether ill1" -~ The precian guestion is
| not whather his revelations, are from
‘Heaven, but whether he believes them
to be g0, It is late in' the century of
meauifestation 'to altogether  “dourbt
gpiritual revelation, or' to deny that
once the Spirit of the Liord may have
descended in the form of a dove. For

well, the. suecessful workings,of his ‘I RS,

ed. Either he means well;or he meaus

more than twenty years this man has
proceeded, apparently,upon & hypothe-
tical basis—for history . farnishes no
recedent—developing results with the
same pxecl&lnu ag if they were the
emansatinns of = regular law, and- de-
duecing ¢T4cts’ from causes, hit’hertn un-
tested, wita a philosophical acumen
only aqualed by the woxzderful parfaet—
ness of hissystem. -

"Even regarding this development
whieh Mrs, F. so strongly opposes, she
acknowledges that it has great merits

that it is possibly a ‘‘rational, vital
theory resting upon cnnnuientiuuu prin-
ciples, looking to the final abolition of
those iilicit practices which debauch

‘the sotl and damn the homes of at least

|

‘| says she knows, the ‘sham

of others do really believe in the, cians, and leaders in all & pheres

two-thirds of the adults of this broad
continent,” and as such is worth inves-
tigating, The lady is ready to admit
that this deapmable fungus davalnpmanf.
has eclaime to sober consideration be-

cause of its promises to abolish certain |

ysically and morally ' destructive
ractices which in spite of civilization
and Chr!atiunit.y and progress and en-
lightenmentand all thm sorts ofthin
twu-thirds, at least two-thirds, of t n
adults of this favored land indulg‘e
Now here are two very startling admis-
sions; for which we beg to alnmal
thank the lady—that at least two-t.hlrﬂu
of the men of America need reforming
in some most damning particulars, ex:
pressly and vitally affecting the other
geX, nud that the most nhjeutaunnhla
feature '~ of  ‘“‘“Mormonism"’ actually
looks, and looks promisingly, to the af-
ng of such a reformation! Mrs., F.

eould not pay a greater compliment to
“Mormonism.”  If the worst of ‘‘Mor-
monism’ will do that unspeakable
good, what glorious results may be ex-
peated from the best of it?

'’ Does not Mrs Woodhull confirm Mrs.
F.%s statement of the prevailiog “profli-
| { not in low life only, butinhigher
| circles?  Mrs., W. déel 18 againat and
tenﬂonn
liti-
foré
the yublic, who (with Greule and a
few other noble ‘éxceptions) mkb dis-
gusting revelations of their own natures |
and frank admissio %fttbél' rofliga
¢y in private, This is‘equal, at t, tc
the adn iqn of at leﬁa ﬂ'ﬁ-ﬂliﬂll 6|

_ﬁeé. Tn' tha moﬁth of tw’u

of virtue on tha t of edi

'u.léd mmy
u, I'ac ux to Mru.

- 1?1: Fax

H'

™~ '\..... [
l- s

.l-

them po a

-h

w%‘i”* ““;;ﬁ% -~

i

resulis. BShe says 1L 1S perleculy adapt-
ed to the ‘‘conditions of the poorer
elasaes,’”’ ‘it is a system of general re-
lief for the J? BShe will hardly
deny that it is equn.l]jr well suited to the
rich and the well-to-do. Bhe also ac-
kEnowledges that it is favorable to the
mriptural injonction to ingrease and
multiply, - and- to., indnatrp q:\omu y,
and domestic  viriue, .fnr p,'h;
lence  of; the  church nnplshu
ample mu:iw againgt. mfaerm that
follow : idleness, as well as Lhose im-
moral practices which almost,, every-
waﬁa elge invite depravity a.ndr desti-
on.’/
quq this nquqt}q;;a,blp dwglupm.anh%
F. eon eqa 8; truer more ho
;:.nd erefore '‘an lmprov
upon,the present tendencies of aocle
Pereeiving and frankly mkpuwladgiug
exeellences in this davalnpmant, itis a
paradox to her simply beeause her tra-
ditions, training, and prejudices lead
her to assume that it is the des inablu
fungus and monstrosity which s
it is. .The statements, however, t.hn.t lt.
justifies and religionizes sehsuousness,
and that itis a system of organized in-
dulgence, cannot be permitt-ed any fur-
ther than the same, statements can be
truthfully made concerning the divine-
4 aahblis ed insfitution of marriage.
or wherein is & man necessarily more
sépsuous with a nd wife than with
sha ﬂm, Elhuraig ﬂ there culpable in-
union with one wife than
in nninn with another?  There 13 nnna,
g;papt in imagination. . When
laws, in ﬁdm

cordance wﬂ;h divipe
lﬁ? ;capsnn
Wmﬂ’

m;m-ut

suousness or ﬂ

in either lmta.

gnt tmant ino er
t-ia fﬂ ;lﬂca.ti tm;ﬂd d{j

n on of a div

Lnnﬂn for the orderly, anﬁ

wal -regnlmd mo lishment of a
dwjnal:y - ord neficent . and
eesential urpoaa. ’Eod therefore is as
unblamab hpul‘ﬂ, erable, noble as
any act can possibly b _

Mrs. F. commends the Induntry of |

the ‘“Mormon’’ people and the financial

management of the rulers;

The conmtrnted we.a.lth however, |
of this Church of Latter-day '‘Saints will
not, in my opinion, be funnd in unpro-

| ductive accumulsations anywhere, but

unltimately, unless thwnrtad by 8

interposition, in institutions nf dua-*

try and akill in railroads and steam-

wagons, in wmlan factories and cotton
‘'mills, grist mills and paper manufac-
tories, newspapers and co-operative
stores, cattle and horses and sheep, irri-
gating-ditches, morigages on farms,
and advance fands to emigrants. In
these, and a hundred nunnamed indus-
tries, extendiu all the way from Bear
River to the Cnlurndu the accumulated
capital of the nhumh will be scattered,
CE il; is _alread & great extent, in
irrigating, fert lizln and ever-swell-
ing streams., No publie or private en-
terprise, not based upon sound finanecial
principles, can angaga the atiention or
receive the indorsemaent of the Ma-
homet of the West. No publie or pri-
vate en tar rice of a {-prnvad inerit need

go abrnnd or capital., Unlike promin-
Bnt. leaders of political rings in the East,
this man invests in power alone those
, | gains  whieh they squander in flashy
iibraries, which they never read, and in
pictures and jewels, and articles of vir-
tue, of the value and quality of whieh
thay are alike lgnumnh

Mrs. F. thinks the Mormon women
are misguided, delnded and unhappy,
but that ‘‘this Tife of theirs_is the aug
limity of he?hm*” that there is with

tificial restraint, little false-

hood, no superficial assumption, but
earnest, serious work; that thar& are n.-
tient faces, faces shorn of hope for this
life, faces stolid with despair, some
withered and weakened with earth-
work and long waiting, and a few pic-
tured with expectation and full ﬂunt-an't
—~conditions which, in some or other or
all of their varieties, are common to
all ecivilized countries, so far as we have
traveled, and to cemmunities which
have nut endured a fourth t of the
eatrmlﬂn the privations and the exces-
‘sive labors which this community has.
‘'Well do we remember, years ago, when,
w'é firat traveled thmgh pome New.

nd and other Northern States, the.

verous, parchmenty, wizened, wea-
nal-fnmd appearance of many of thein-
tants of that region
?or thought o.f upbraiding them
| m:iiir physiogromieal p.henr
mﬂ which ‘they thanm. because
we considered ‘thm might be certain

aithough wu
pb

:mlm by no means
if indeed advisedly
" The gentle Anns mﬂ‘ll‘.'hﬂw

IIIP

| such an wantuality

| tinnance are al

climatic or other causes therefor, and
. " | ply nowhere,
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Sepulchre’’ efforts and her ‘‘“Woman’s
ery’’ from Utah, are noted as failures,
proved by the fact of the granting of the
suffrage to the women of the Terri.

to

gnw as to the conclusions—what are
they ? Mus, F. deems prediction, s‘yan
concerning this dhnkad dnulupmﬁnt
hazardous nnd. five at best, for

“,Mor nnis as alread wmedad
ppplm its fo ul&u with
f.a.l ﬁo;mmmt BUCCERS, . the
lieg of the present lead !a.t a8
nown, has pmr hatn%%wumnnd-
ness, the sald .of
any other, religinu‘n.. soeclal, or political
leader now living? Mrs. K., however,

conceives that t.he element of sliccess is
not in the Erinﬂl ple, but in the man,
and that when the man passes away tha
system (will crumble, ‘e think the
element of success ia in the prineciple,
althnm t.h.a prinei la is inoperative
inn ndnn tha principle, and
the 1nut.rumnt will fail, It masay be
opportune to state that the same idea of
e omnipotence of the instrument wu
entertained when the Prophet Josep

Smith was the President of the Uhurc*h.
But his mminlﬂun proved that in
the pri the power, and God
wu \ble to raim up nnntharjnntrumant
effective ﬂi?ulop t, which He
stnlghtw did, "What 'Ho has done,
He can do q.galninl.ﬁmﬂtr ncy,
and He may be nably expected
do g0 whenever He shall deem it well
for  the amomplishmnnt of His pur-
18E the’ United
| qullun t:n:l
ﬂ wonders e n
% jnﬂnanﬁe uf mﬂ WJ
e inevitable fact of Congression In-..
terference,” unless forestalled by the
‘‘great prophetic mind,” may solve the
question; that the mines may under-
mine the institution; that its suppres-
sion wust  be accomplished by majori-
ties, though she thin athatlon bafnrn
“revolll:lon” will
direct the discontinuanceé of the de-
| velopment; that signs of such discon-
y manifest; that the
| days of the institution are numbered
nnd that it will die of punctures and ab-
sorption. Now any lady who wishes to
ldy aueh flattering unction to her soul
is at perfect liberty to do 8o, We may
simply observe, as the foreigner said of
himaalf that the institution, even with-
out express divine aa.nctinn, never has

| died yet, but it has existed from remote

ages; t.hat it is believed in by the ma-
jurit. of the world’s inhabitants; and
farthermore, that by the lady’s own
confession, the fact nf plural intercourse
is the prncl;iua of the overwhelming
majority of the men of these very
United Btntea although that fact is to
them a dnmn[ng fact, and to their vig-
tims a degrading and ruinous fact, be~
causeit is accomplished in an unmanly,
clandestine, illicit, vicious, and irre-
sponsible mmnar for the expreaa grati-
fication of masculine lust, and with the
most cowardly, deba.ﬂlng and distruc-
tive recklessness as to results, . Plural
intercourse is confessedly the rule, and,
therefore, monogamous intercourse in
the exception.

Our article is already lengthy. We
must hasten to a close. But there are
one or two other things whiuh weshould

like to notice. Murs, of civili=-
zation shedding new ]lg‘ht revealing
social practices and mnrni environs

without, to make “these men and wo-
men grow ashamed, and so gradually
relax in this featare of their old-time
faith.” How does this agree with the
lady’s.confession of such & heavy ma-
jority of people fnlluwul g damning and
debasing ‘‘social ices” in “the
moral anvirnnn without,” that this de-
velopment, even in her 'view of it, may
be a God-send for salvation, and wnrthy
of serious investigation? We have seen

| the “‘new light uf civilization,”” indeed

from our youtn up we have basked in
its refulgent rays, but we can’t say thal
we are very greatly enamored of 1[: nor
are we likely to be unless Mrs, IF, "and
Mrs. W. and others. will thurnugﬁl:lg
revise and very seriously modify ¢
showing of it, and unless our conception
of its manifest nature sball also undar-
goav material modification,

‘Mrs. F. says, ''No system based upon
the’ iods or infirmities of men can
& | have more than & tem porary existence.”’

| We are not aware that this develop-
| ment is'based upon the

IIB OF 1n=-

firmities of Mi We always thought
it was & provision for the orderly and
honorable satisfaction of feminine in-
stincts, ‘masculine huomanity payiog
feminine hmuﬂ this express defer-

‘ence—that he and his passions are sim-
sofar as union ”&:ﬁ

ﬂ onl omsan
,(hw:l on plga



