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this objection is chiefly a mis-
statement of a fact anyone who
is familiar with the historic data in
the two venerable volumes the old
testament and the book of mor-
mon will admit that the outlines
are not identical or even similar
in the old testament we trace the
history of the covenant people from
their progenitor abraham through
their servitude in and won
darful deliverance their entrance in
canaan their wars their apostasyapostacy
and its consequencesconsequence8 the second
captivity their restoration in part
and the following spiritual decline
resulting in their rejection of christ
and dispersion among all nations
but the book of mormon has a far
different history to tell here we
find a brief sketch of the settling of
america and the experiences of the
different settlerssettler who came to this
continent it tells of their growth
their wars of the punishment for
their sins and the rewards for their
righteousness

of course individuals are more or
leas alike all over the world and in
all ages 0goo are nations any
history of any nation must there-
fore necessarily touch upon points
that are common to all if we per-
use the political history of any two
countries we will find incidents of
war and peace commercial trans-
actions scientific discoveries and
many other items treated on in
both the two sacred records now
under consideration can formforin no
exception to this rule theyrhey neces-
sarily touch upon the most notable
events that happened among the
people whose history they have per-
petuatedpetuated when we therefore in
both find recorded contenticontentionsins and
extexterminating wars miracles of
various kinds convulsions in nature
such usas earthquakes darkness etc
this is so far from throwing doubts
upon the genuineness of either one
of these two book that to a thought-
ful student it is a strong proof in
favor of the authenticity of both

to illustrate this we know that
every genuine history of nations
with which we are acquainted re-
cords the building of cities the
cultivation of the soil the forma-
tion of armies and navies and
so on now suppose a man
writes what purports to be a
history of a nation that
never built a house never plowed a
field never hadbad a war never wrote
a book in shortabort in the history of
which never occurred one incident
common to incidents in the history
of other nations of this earth would
nothot common sense compel us to

stamp such a work as a mere fiction
wouldwould it be possible to mistake pla-
tos sketch of an ideal state for a
true history we think not that
the book of mormon is no fiction
but anaa authentic record of real not
invented incidents is supported by
the very fact that it deals with mat-
ter which in some respects is similar
to that with which the authors of
the oltold testament deal

it may be true to some extent that
the book of mormon presupposes
the old re and that the for-
mer could hardly navehave been written
had not the latter been in existence
first but this should not be
made a ground of objection the
new testament also has grown out
of the old scriptures without the
existence otof the oldoki testament the
new could never have been wrwritteniLten
or understood all gods works are
of that nature they depend on
each other aupsupplementlement and explain
each other and they must all be
taken together in order to be seen in
the fullam of perfection the
relation of the bookoffbook of mormon to
the other scriptures is no exception
to this well known rule had there
been no old testament there could
have been neither book of mormon
nor new testament nurnor anything
else which constitutes the dispensa
eions of god

the other objection isia thus
stated

another startling thought mustmast
strike the student of the book of mor-
mon namely that the book was re-
markablymarkably fifamiliar with terms never
to be found in the old testamentTestamont and
found for the first time in the new
testament for instance the book of
mormon spoke of our lord as jesus
christ 1 as the only begotten of the
father full of govzegrace and truth as
the goodgoad shepherd as the alpha
and omega as the lamb of god I1 as
the life and light of the world ap-

plying these terms to him in connec-
tion with a record or prophecy of a
date centuries prior to the advent in
palestine two facts arrested the at-
tention the one was that althoualthoughmh
the old testament scriptures were ad-
mittedlymitt edly the holy oracles of god they
contained no such reference to the
lord jesus

two facts are clear from this abob-
jectionjec tion first that dr duncan
overlooks what thetheoldold testament
teaches about our savior second
that he forgets that the book of
Mormormonmonasas published I1inn the english
tongue does not profess to be
the original document but a
recent translation givengiengi en to a
people familiar with all the above
terms this will re dily be ac-
ceded when we have proven that
every one of them is derived direct
from the earliest writers of the old
testament those with which lehi

was familiar before he left jerusalem
to settle on bibis continent

the name jesus or rather jesos is
nothing but the greek form of the
hebrew joshua or joshua the
meaning of the word is savior as
explained by the angel thou

call his name jesus or jeshuashua
for he shall save his people the
writers of the book of mormon
must have been as familiar with
this name and its meaning in
the hebrew arweas we are dortheyfor they
had a portion of the old scriptures
in speaking of a coming savior
they would naturally apply to him
the name joshua and the translator
would as naturally render this word
with a well known english equi-
valent jesus

the same remark applies to the
title of jesus christ this is the
greek christosChristo8 rendering of the
hebrew mashiachMashi aoh a word whichaich
has still been retained in the orien-
tal translations of the nownew testa-
ment it is certain that the writers
of the book of mormon were
familiar with this termsterm and they
could use it prophetically just as
banteldaniel does when he says dan 9
26 after three score and two
weeks shall Masmashiachhlach be cut offoffa l

luther and many translators after
him rendered this very passage

after threescore and two weeks
shall christ be cut off introducing
a well known proper noun into their
translations joseph smith we sup-
pose could do the samename without be-
ing justly censured as a fraud

but it is18 not impossible that some
form of the word christaoChrisCostoo really oc-
curred on the plates of the book of
mormon if the word as has been
asserted is derived from the
chaldean or indian chris meaning
the sun it is very likely thitthat lehi
knew it before he left jerusalem
and it might have been handed
down as a title to the savior the
sun of righteousness

t rhe only begotten of the father
is an expression based directly on
old testament passages one in
stance is sufficient for illustration
through david god says to his
sonsom thou art my son this day
have I1 begotten thee 12 Pspa 2 7

the good shepherd is a prom
anent term of the old testament
jacob in aronoupronouncingnel ng his patriarch
al blessing upon the headbead of joseph
alludes to the savior as the shep-
herd of israel gen 49 24 and
this expression must have been
particularly familiar to the descend-
ants of joseph upon this continent
A few other passages may be quot-
ed the lord is my shepherd


