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reflect upon and consider all these things?
Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ. bo
can object to Him? When His character is
set forth in its true light what fault can be
found with Him? I have no question, as

they saw a great many defects in the Savior.
I would just as soon believe that the igno-
rant wicked can see no defects in the char-
acter of a modern prophet as to believe that
the Jews could see mone in the Savior. I

I FEEL to bear my testimony to the truth
18 far as we have heard it to-day, and to all
truth. We have been hearing of the gos-
pel of life and salvation, a subject which
should interest the whole human family as
soon as they can become acquainted with
it. The subject, of salvation should occupy
the thoughts and reflections of every in-
telligent being. The salvation and re-
demption wrought out by the Savior is for
us,—it was purchased for us. The charae-
ter we have been hearing of is our Savior
and Redeemer,—the Savior of the whole
world of mankind, and of all creatures

ertdining to the earth, and the earth itself,
or all will be redeemed by the blood of the
Son of God. We should have a in
this, and we can say truly that we have a
part in it. Whether it will benefit us as it
might, depends upon our own thoughts,
reflections and actions,—upon our obedi-
ence to the requirements of our Father ‘in

reading some of the writings which have
been preserved and handed down by the
Jews, which contained their description of
the Savior’s character, and certainly, no-
thing could be more ridiculous; and I re-
mamimr

Inf to the Prophet Joseph' about these
‘thiogs, T said: to him: “No matter what

to say worse about a modern prophet than
the Jews have said about the Savior;” and
that the character of the Redeemer preseni-
ed no defects whatever to the eyes of those
among whom Ke lived, is what I would
not say. I may say, however, that men
who did not believe in Him looked through
prejudiced eyes, and hence they were un-
able to view Him in -His true light; and no
man who has ever lived on the earth was-
more ridiculed and traduced than He was,
But when we, that is the Christian world,

an individual, but that the Jews believed | the voice of an an

have had the privilege, in my life time, of |

they say about you, I will défy mertal man |

ERET NEWS,

whether Hes

of the Lord Almighty
e

fulfilled; then if we believe on the

ground,

contained in a gold, silver or marble vase,
and then wet the forehead of the child or
the adult, and call this baptism, where can

that, on one occasion, when talk- | be the harm in going down into the waters

of baptism as Jesus did, and as the eunuch

buried with Christ in baptism? I can not
see the least harm in it. Then if we are

sins, we are certainly safe with it. If we
are safe without having hands laid upon

are certainl

sale with it; if we are saved
without hav

g the gift of faith to heal the

| sick or cast out devils; we are assuredly
saved with, Then where is the danger of

those who believe on the Lord Jesus Christ
and keep His commandments?
The cry of the Christian world is “The

heaven to secure to us life everlasting, | read an aceount of His character and doings,

The Father has done all He can do on His | not the least blemish or defect is seen: it

+ He has given His onl otten Son: | might be different however, if He waral
e has sent g;ht into lhﬂy"i:'):ﬁﬂ; He be- | here in our midst. SUPPE'BB that He
stows His spirit upon the cbildren of men; | 0r His Apostles were to walk through |

He lights up the understanding of every |

Christendom, preaching the
n that lives, that ever did ar ever wiil

1 with-
out purse or scrip, do you tﬁgﬁe that if

Bible, the Bible;’” but who will believe it?
who will believe that Jesus is the Christ,
that He is the Son of God and the express
image of His Father? But afew will believe
these things, and Jﬂt the salvation that
Jesus has purchased will reach the whole
human family and save, in a kingdom or

they tried to gain admission to the pulpits
in the churches or places of worship which
have been erected in their honor, and called
the churches of the Savior, or of St. Mat-
thew, John, Paul, Peter, Bartholomew and
80 on, that they could gain admittance? Let
reason, and enlightened by the con-
duct of the people answer, and it will give
the negative at once to every building of
this kind erected in Christendom; so a¢
as my knowledge extends this would be
the result except among the Latter-day

ive upon the earth. Christ is thelight that
lights every man that comes into the world,
e have this light, will we improve on it?
In my reflections on the 1l of life
and salvation and the theories of the child-
ren of men I have contrasted the various
beliefs, faiths, ordinances and operations of
gopla who profess to worship a Supreme
ing. Notonly the Christians; for I do
not know of any nation on the earth but
what hassome object which it worships as
supreme, and to which it renders adora-

tion, This is the case even with the | Saints. Perhaps some may sa that I have
heathen, although they worship gods |00 much faith in the prophecies of God, in
which their own hands make. No matter | the latter day work, and in the adminis-

tration of individuals that now live and
have lived on the earth in our day. Be it
80, no matter tome. I am here to testify
in the name of the God of Israel that for
| many years past there have been men
travelling through the langth and breadth
of the earth who ess the same power
and authority as that with which Jesus en-
dowed His Apostles when He told them to
go into all the world and * h the
pel to every creature, and he that believeth
and is baptized shall be saved, but he that
believeth not shall be damned, and these
signs shall follow them that believe. In
my name they shall cast ouf devils, heal
the sick, speak with new tongues,” &e.

I am a witness here, to-day, that these
sayings and Jarumiaaa have been fulfilled in
these latter days as much as they were in
the days of the Savior, Have the dead
been brought to life? Yes, or those who,
to all appearance, were dead, and this is
so to my certain knowledge. But were
they dead? No, they were not, What did
Jesus say to His disciples and those who
followed Him to the grave of Lazarus,
when they were mourning and bawa.ﬂinf,
and beaaquhingaﬂim: to any the word on 1}'
and it should be done? Jesus said *“He is
not dead, but sleepeth.” So it has been in
these latter days. To all appearance life
and breath. had departed, bat they yet
lived, and some who, under such ecircum-
stances, were restored by the power of
God, are living still, 8 eyes of the
blind have been opened and the ears of the

‘deafl unstepped; the lame have been made
to leap, and foul spirits have been cast out.
Has this been the case in every instance?
Not by any means, neither was it in the
days of the Savior. They who have faith
receive these blessings ifthey live according
to the spirit of the holy gospel.

Is thers nniharm in preaching and ‘be-
lieving in such doctrines, and realizing the
blessings? I often ask myself this ques-

about this, they are ignorant; but that spirit
that dwells in the children of mm;}:emmtgta
them to worship, adore, to seek r that
which will better their condition and make
themselves happy. This is the condition
of all the inhabitants of the earth, whether
Christian or Pagan;-although the innate
tion to render homage to some in-
visible a})owar as the Supreme Rauler is
modified and diversified according to their
varied traditions. The effects of tradition
ire 88 visible among Christians as among
neathens; and these traditions, as well as
our own superior intelligence, lead us to
regard the worship of the heathen as non-
sensical, and we may say ridiculous, We
can have no faith in this; we see no propri-
ety in bowing down to gods made with our
own hands, whether they be gods of gold,
silver, wood or stone, This would be folly
in the extreme fo persons who believe in
the New Testament; we say we will wor-
ship the Being who has redeemed us, Him
who created us and all things and who
rules and governs all things according
to His good pleasure whether in heaven or
on anrti. But will we worship according
to the directions that He has given? Will
we believe the doctrine that Jesus has left
on record in the New Testament, or will
H}? ];eliara in something that varies from
S

We see that Christendom is full of reli-
gion; in fact the world is full of it, no mat-
ter where we go. I haye been brought up
to believe on the Lord Jesus Christ; T am
taught to believe in Him, haps i1, mdyl
fa.renta before me, and the nation in whi

was born and brought up had never
heard of His name, I would treat it with
as much indifferenee as the heathen do
when they hear of it; and yet if men did
but understand the light of Christ that is
Within them it would prompt them, univer-
sally,to adore and admire, we will say
the God of nature—Him who has created
and formed the earth and all things it con- | tion, but I fail to see harm or impropriety
tains, including us who, in the image of | therein. I knew that somesay we can be
our Creator, dwell upon and inhabit it. | saved without a Savior. If parties like to
I say that, did we all understand this light | believe this, all right; but if we can be

ist, possessed by every human being | saved without, we certainly

when born into the world, it would prompt | Some will say we can be saved without be-
us to worship the God of nature; and did | lieving in baptism; ?er{ well, we surely
we heed it as we ought we would not be | can be then if we do-bell
likely to come to the conclusion that there
is no personal God.

Among the remarks made here' this
morning was one worthy the notice of

every intelligent being, and that was that | elder of Israel ldy his hands upon us an
if we donot understand the mysteries of | say “receive ye the Holy Ghost,”’ there is
the being of our Creator, shall we deny it? | not the least harm in it; it is conferring a
Shall we deny the existence of that which | blessing. ‘I desire to bless you,’” says the
we do not understand? If we do, we would | elder, “‘and if I had power I would bless’
want to keep an iron beadstead to measure | you; and according to the faith in me I do
every person according to our own mea- I dispense the Holy Spiritto you.” Iiisa
surement and dimensions; and if persons | blessing pure as the angels in heaven. If
were too long we would cut them off, and | I an' to the sick, ““be healed and blessed,”
if too short draw them out. But we should | or bid foul spirits, pain, feverior any dis-
discard this principle and our motto should | ease whatever, ‘*depart,” it is a blessing to
b, we will let every one believe as he | the patient and there is not the léast harm
E!usea and follow out the convictions of | in it in the world. And now, suppose the
1Sawn mind, for all are free to choose or | elders of this church have power to say,
they are free to serve God or to | “Receive ye the Holy Ghost,” and the
dgn{Y m.  We have the Seriptures of | Holy Ghostis given, is there any harm in

divine trath, and we are free to believe or

deny them, But we shall be brought to

having hands lald on for the reception of
the Holy Ghost as with; if we can be saved
without we certainly can be with. If a

ref

can be saved without these things we cer-

udgment before God for all these thin s, | tainly can with, so we are on sure ground,
and shall have to give an account to Him Su&pﬁﬂe that we can be saved without
who has the ﬂcfht to call us to an account | do

for the deeds donein the body. '

can with, |

Ghost fell apon

it? Not the least in the world; and if we | nelius sent to Jo

in some place where they will enjoy to the
extent of their capacity, those who reject
not the gospel and despise not the Savior.
Those who set at naught the counsels of
God are the only ones the gospel will

not reach and save in a kingdom. But
who will go into the celestial kin dnmg
on o

Those who obey the gnafal of the
God, and then walk in all humility before
the Lord and keep His commandments in
all things. They are the ones who will
enter In at the strait gate. Jesus said
“Strait is the gate and narrow isthe way
that leads to life,””—that is our translation,
the original is, ‘‘that leads to the lives,”
“and few there be that find it; while broad
is the gate, and wide is the way that leads
to destruetion and many there be that g0
in thereat.” Mani will there be who will
miss receiving the blessings and being
caught up with Christ in the air, and being
saved in the presence of the Father and the
Son,thatnow anticipate enjoying the glory,
excellency and exaltation which God has
prepared for the faithful.

The enquiry arises with a great many,
“What are you going to do with all the
rest of the human fam‘i:ﬁ' are you going to
send them to hell?” I will answer the ques-
tion as Jeseph once did when a person ask-
ed him, *will everybody be damned except
the Latter-day Saints?’’ “Yes,”” said Jos-
eph, “and many of them, unless they take
adifferent course from what they are now
taking.”” Who will be saved in the celes-
tial kingdom, and go into the presence of
the Father and Son? Those only who ob-
serve the whole law, who keep the com-
mandments of God,—those who walk in
newness of life, observe all His precepts
and do His will. Are we going to send all
the rest to hell? Not the sectarian hell,
pardon the expression. The wicked, we
are told, will be turned into hell, with all
the nations that forget God, and that is
very true. But where is hell? Read for
yourselves, What ishell? Read for your.
selves. You may call it hell, hades, or the
world of spirits, It is where Jesus went
and preached to the spirits in prison, All
who have not received the el, who
have not had the advantages resulting from
strict obedience to the ordinances are there
subject to the evil power, to the prineiple
of death. ' There will they reside who have
denied the Lord Jesus Christ; but they will
be resurrected dnd will receive their bodies
again; but blessed and holy is he on
whom the second death hath no power.
On many it will bave power; but what pros
portion of the whole human family from
the days of Adam to the last born on the
earth will become angels of the devil and
will reap the wrath cf God and endure it
for ever and ever, it is not for me to say;
but none will, save those who have sinned
against the Holy GLost. 'Who is able to-
do this? that is the question. I will tell

eve in it, Some | you of one man who could have commit-
say we can be saved just as well without | ted this sin,

We read in the days of the apostles of a
certain man named Cornelius, a devout
man and one who worshipped the Lord ac-
cording to the light he possessed. As he
was once prayinE in his house, the Holy

im, and he and his house-
hold rejoiced exceedingly. What was the
word of th Lord 4o Cornelius under these
circumstances? = Wasit ‘““You are saved,
you are just right, you can build up
churches, you can show the people that
they ‘ean be saved, and can receive the
lE[«:mgLi (rhost without the laying on of
hands?"’ = No, the word of the Lord to
Cornelius was; ‘“‘Send men to Joppa,
and call for one Simon, whose surname is
Peter: he lodgeth with one Simon a tanner
whose house is by the sea side: he shall
tell thee what thou oughtest to do,””> (Cor-

p and just before his
messengers raachoga, the house at which

Simon lodged, he had had a vision in
which a sheet descended from heaven in

g precisely as the Savior has told us, | which were all manner of beasts and creep

safe without baptism for the remission of

What shall we belieye then, when we | we most certainly shall be by observing | ing things
what He has leit on record for our salva-
tion. But He has said that not one jotor | sald ‘‘not so Lord, for I have never eaten
tittle of His word or of the law shall pass
without being fulfilled; and it is no matter
s by His own voice, by
gel, or through His faith-
ful servants here on the earth, all the words | Jews only, and ‘
will cartainlioha the idea that it was not for the Gentiles;
rd
Jesus Christ, and comply with all the re-
quirements of His gospel we are on safe

Ifit is acceptable in the sight of Heaven | gospel.
for a minister to dip his finger in water
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of the earth:; and a voice said
‘““‘Rise, Peter, kill and eat.” But Peter

anythiog common or unclean.’” And the
volce said unto him: “What God hath
cleansed, that call not thon common.” At
that time the gospel had been given to the

Igatar and his brethren had

but this vision was as much as tosay: 1
want to open your eyes and show you that
the Gentiles as well as the Jews are to re-
ceive and ticipate in the blessings ofthe
ust as Peter awoke from his
vision there came a rap at the door and the
messengers of Cornelius enquired for him,
and made known to him thbeir errand,
and he and some of his brethren went
down and conversed with Cornelius, and
while doing so the spirit of God rested on

did? " I say where is the harm in being | them so powerfully that they glorified God,

The Jews who were with Peter commenced-
““Take care Peter, we do not . like this: we
do not understand that the Gentiles are to
have the gospel. The Savior is the Savior

of the Jews; Jesus was the King of the

us for the reception of the Holy Ghost, we | Jews only and not the King of the Gen-

ti'es.”” Peter commanded them to be still, .
Said he “Do you not see the pouring out of
the Spirit just as on the Day of Pentecost,
these people speaking with new tongues
and prophecying;’ and said he, seeing that
this is the ease, ‘*Can any man, forbid water
that these should not baptised, which
have received the Holy Ghost as well as
we,” Cornelius, if he had rejected the tes-
timony of Peter, would have been led to
reject the Holy Ghost which had fallen
upon him and been lost.

This was an instance in which the Holy
Ghost was given before baptism; there
may be other cases in these days, but if
parties are thus favored of the Lord, the
outpouring of His s irit:frumpts;thamto
send for an elder of Israel thatthey may
be baptized for the remission of their sins,
I do not know that it is recorded that Cor-
nelious received a remission of sins before
baptism. The quotation has been read
here from the scriptures that, except a man
be born again he can not see the kingdom
of God; and unless he be born of the water
and of the spirit he ean not enter it: that is,
no man can see and understand the king-
dom of God unless the spirit reveal it to
him. When-a person receives the Holy
Ghost, he begins to read the Bible under-
standingly. Itis a new book to him, Is
this fortunate or unfortunate for him? I
will say it is fortunate for those who receive
the gospel as preached by the Latter.day
Saints, when the spirit of the Lord rests
upon them. Such an individual will say :
‘““The Bible is a new book to me, bless me:
I never read the principles understand-
ingly in my life before ; I could not under-
stand them., I never read the New Testa-
ment, nor comprehended the character of
the Savior and His teachings to His deci-
ples as now; although I have read the
scriptures hundreds of times they never
were plain before.”” The spirit may rest
upon many and reveal to them the wonder-
ful things of God ; but when it does it will
prompt them to obey the commands

of @ Lord Jesus, Is this the
fact? It is, Well, we will say it is
very fortunate for those who receive

this gospel and the spirit of it in their
hearts, for‘it awakes within them a desire
to know and understand the things of God
more than they ever did before in their
lives, and they begin to enquire, read and
search, and when they go to the Father in
the name of Jesus He will not leave them
without a witness,

When we go to the nations we say: ““Re-
ceive ye the gospel, treasure it up in your
hearts; the spirit is ready to testify to you
at any moment; are you ready to receive
the spirit?’”’ No person need wait; when-
ever the spirit within him yields obedience
to the still small voice that wispers: ‘‘This

is the way, walk ye in it,”” that spirit is

ready in a moment to teach,

guide and di-
rect the way of life and salvation,
If there is darkness, it is the result ofour
own organization and intelligence being
beclouded and far from the things of God.
We listen to the continual promptings of
the Man of Sin when he says: “Do not you
submit to the Lord, do not inquire of the
Lord; do not ask for the Spirit ef the Lord;
do not go to the Father in the name of Je-
sus, or 1f you do go, be very carefu! how
you go, Let reason take the stand with
you, let the words of your petitions be dic-
taled by the reason that is within you, then
you will be very sure mot to ask in the
spirit of meekness! No, you should not
yield your manhood to any spirit to ask for
things you need, or that you may be led,
guided and preserved in the way of truth.”
These are the promptings of the devil;
but when the spirit in man yields obedi-
ence and brings the flesh into subjection
the Spirit of the Lord is then ready to whis-
per to the individual *this is the way, walk
ye in it;’’ and such individuals can go on
their way rejoicing, regardless of those who
cry, ‘“Lo! here is Christ,”’ or *Lo ! there 1s
Christ;”’ for the Spirit will teach them that
Jesus is the Christ and that the Bible is
true. It may not all have been translated
aright, and many precious things may have
been rejected in the compilation and trans-
lation of the Bible; but we understand, from
the writings of one of the Apostles, that if
all the sayings and doings of the Savior had
been written, the world could not contain
them. I will say that the world could not
understand them, They donot understand
what we have on record, nor the character
of the Savior, as delineated in the scriptures;
and yet it is one of the simplest things in



