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A VERY excelient piece of ‘Mormon-
ism,” and one that we can unhesitat-
ingly commend to everybody for con-
sideration and especia'ly for practice,
is the exhortation to mind oue’s own
business, one’s own proper business.
A failure to daly regard this exhorta-
tion appears to us to be one of the
great cavees of the very inferior char-
acter of much of the administration of
government in these United BStates.
It was all very well in some things
for 8 French soldier to think that
he earried a pos-ible marshsl's batouw
in his kpapsack, but if he wus always
thinking of the baton, to the gross neg-
lect or perversion of his proper daily
duties, the baton idea was a bad thing.
S0 to an American citizén the i“ea that
he ¢arries with him the possibility of
occupying the Presidential chair, or at
the very least of taking a seat io the
federal Bepate, is a very good thing if
it induees him to & prompt, carefal, sud
faithfal performanee of hie sroper cur
rent daties, bat if he is always think-
iLg of the White House or the Beoate,
the ida is a buad thing for him and
wi ree for the country, 8o far as his ip-
fl uencevxienuds,

'here 18 vwo royal road to true and
sabstantial preferment exeept by a con-
solentions discharge of present duties,
Dot &% men pleassre, nOr as eye servants,
but with sivgleness of heart towards
the geueral good, which must be cou-
sonant with the prevalence of that
which i« right. Ouly men who pursue
this ecourse are really wortay of prefer-
ment, and so far as their abilities wili
warrant ic their integrity should be re-
warded and enrouraged by pref-rment,
not too long delayed, for judicious
commendation, especially in the sub
stantial way of an iuvilation upward,
is urateful to all true and faithfal
workers, and is also a virtual censure
of those who do not labor faithfully.

It is cause for deep regret to every
true lover of his country that personal
or party favoritism has more weight ip
determining official azpointments in
this country than personal or official
integrity. BSo long as this state of
thivgs continues, official integrity will
be of a correspoudiogly low status, and
it is quite low enough, which nobody
wilil deny.

Not only are official duties neglected,
perverted, or made subservient to poli-
tical ambition, but they are made
largely tributary to personal gain, Not
merely do office-holders, as a rule, env
deavor to make their offices stepping-
stones to j;olitical exaltation, but to
personal pecuniary gain, He has come
to be cousidered a fool in his day and
generation who fails to make his fortune
while in office, so that office-bolders
have #ome rehAson to think that they
will certainly be accounted either fools
or rogues, Of these two, mogt men
would choose to have the lattter repu-
tation, and their aim is evidently di
rected that way, though unfortunately,
in the prosecution of that aim, many
of them hit both marks right in the
bull’s eye, as our readers are well
enough aware.

Itisa thing to be devoutly desired
by every true patriot, by every true
lover of his fellowman, that those
upon whom rests the high prerogative
of the besstowment,of autbority shou'd
make integrity combined with suffi-
cient ability the basis of choice, leaving
other considerations in the back
ground, which, as things go, is not
exteosively done. If it was well un-
derstood, as a settled priveiple of ac-
tion, that authority woud be with-
drawn insiaouly up.n satisfactory evi-
deuce that an official was not minding
his own official business, there would
be much more official faithfulness than
there is, there would be a most power-
ful inducement to an official to mind
his owo busivess, for he would kEpow |
that it wouid pay him to do so, aud
it would not pay him to mind other
people’s busiuess 10 the detriment ufj
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his own, Forif & man is busy with
other tnan his own business, the evi-
dence is highly preaumptive, indeed al-
most poritive, that he is proportionate
ly neglecting his own,and if he is a
public officer, he should be promptly
removed and some better man should
be put ia bis place, with the distinoct
anderstanding that his tesure of office
depends inflexibly on the same rule of
action. Were this the ecase, there
would soon be a reformation in the char-
acter of some officials with whom we
are a little acquoainted, the status of
officials in this country would rise far
the credit and
fair fame of the United States and of
various integral portious of the same
would speedily be unsurpassed by those
of any other nation. P o

OUR readers are aware, from perusing
recent ' dispatches, that Prof. Louis
Agassizand the party of scientists under
his direction, who fir the . past nipe
months have been making explorations
and investigations in the Pacide,

reasched the port of Ban Franeisco, on:

the retura trip, on the moroing of
August 31. As the objectsof the expe

dition are regarded as \mportant from s
scientific point of view, a brief sketch
of its organization, nm_i results as far

a8 Enown, may be interesting.

The party coosisted of Professor
Louis Agas«iz and wife, Dr. Thos. Hill,
Dr. Bteindachper, Dr, Wm J Whnite,
apd James H. Blake, Theobject of the
expedition was to investigate the
theory of ocsan curreats, the ich' hyn-
logy of the Pacifie, and marine science
in general, a8 its facts and peculiarities
might become apparent dariog the
voyage and exploratious ' Dr. Hill
superintende ' the investigatious relat-
ing to the temperature, transparency,
&o., of the sea; Dr. White had charge
of the chemical experiments durivg the
trip; Mr, Blake was the artist of the
expedition; Dr, Steindschner, late of
the Academy of Sciences at Vienna,
haing made a specialty of iechthyolozy,
or the life and habits of fishes, dur-
ing the voyage gave his attentiom
to this braneh of the iovestigation:;
Profesgor Agassiz bhad 1he general
sap rintendeunce and direction ef the
whole, :

The expedition was undertaken by
the invitation of the government,which
would, probably, have borpne all 1he
expeuse:s; but the members of the party
declining toscceptanything beyond the
veesel, the Hassler, with & haudsomely
furnished cabin for each of them, was
p aced at their disposal, and leavipg
Boston en the 4:h of last December,
they sailed direct for the West Iudies,
reaching 8t. Thomas on the 14th, and
Barbadoeson the 26th; thence to Per
nambuco, which they reached Japuary
16 b, and Rio Janeiro on the 23ra. Tae
expedition left the latter place Febroary
156, arrived at Montevideo on the 22ud
sandy Poiot Mareh 12, cleared the
Mstraits of Magellan Aprnl 38rd, reached
Taleabuana April 11th, Valparaiso May
5th,Caideraon the 16.h, Parada Bay 21-t,
Payta 1st of June, touched at the Gal-
lipagos [slauds and cruised in the wvi-
cinity a few days, and reached Panams
June 25th, staye | there a month, resch
ed Acapulco August 4th, sailed thence
on the same day for Magdalena Bay,
which they reached on the 13:ih, five
daye later reached San Diego, left there
on the 28th, and reached Mission Bay,
August 3ist. . |

Toe expedition is pronounced a suc-
cees, the deep sea souudings made dur-
ing its progress resulting in a lar e in
crease of Euowledge in relation to the
opugrapby of the gcean bottom; exteu-
give surveys were also made of the eas:
and west coasts of Bouth America. Rich
acquisitions to natural history are pro-
mised a8 one of the results of this ex-
pedition, a collection of some two huu-
dred curioas fishes, some of them un-

Enown to paturalists having been for-
warded to Boston. Oage of these ich-
thyological curiosities seems worthy ot
special potice, being another of those
links between the animal and vegetable
Bingdoms, which are 8o ¢ioss as tosome
Uimes puzzle even scientific men them-
selvesa to tell to which they belong
I'his specimen resembled a weed, with
numerous tendrils or braoches, and. it
was al first believed to be a marine ve-
getable; but close examination under-
the micro=cope proved that it was »
member « f the animal creation,

The photograpls of poiuts of interes:

taken durivg the voysge are numerous, |

and pronounced highly interesting.

During her peregrinations, the Hass-
ler touched at Selkirg’s Island, the bar-
ren rock on the coast of Chili upou
which the unfortunate Beoteh mariuer,
AleXxander SelBIrk, spent geveral yesrs
of solitude and misery, in the begin-
ning of the eighteenth century,

'|'gone by we bave dug two feet or more |

Tue ecClentistsa were L0 pruCeed cast
fromm Ban Fraugiseo, by rail, aud the
wor!d will no doubt soon have a full
sccount of their labors, and the pleas-
ure of learving the results of their ex-
ploratious and inyvestigations.

=i

CONSIDERABLE speculation and discua-
gion bhave been indulged in of late years
copcerning the ivflurpce of trees upoun
rainfall and moistare. BStatem~nts

have been made to the effect that where |

trees were extensively cleared away
the land became subject to lengthy
spells of aridity, which resulted 1u
comparative barrénness, and corres-
po dipg s'at men's have also been
presented copcerning the beuneficial ef-
fects of the plantivg acd culture of
forests in Frauvce and e!sewhere iv
inereaging the prevalence of show-
ers. and in brioging the land
to & higher state ' of fertility,

On the other haund counter state-
ments, some of them based upon a long
series of observations ac the Smithso
piau Inétitution, Washington, have beeu’
published, to the ¢ffect that the cClear-
ing awasy of the forests has not made
avy material differende to the annual
rainfall,

Iv is a well Enown fact that of late
years the summer rainfall and the cou-
sequent mowsture of the atmosphere
in  the Jlower vwvalleys . of 1Lhi8
Perritory have iucreased largely.
Some say that for the last two or ibree
years this. has been the case, but this
statement does uot do justice to the
‘acts, for the increase of raiu and mois-
ture in the summer o this viciuily ma)
De duted Dack ten or & duZ-u years, \
no lopger, although the 1ucrease has
Deen wore marked the last 'ew years o)
that time. For several years past the
ralns and the moisture have 1pereased
io the winter also, aud the consequence
is that suow does pot lie 1a our
streeis 80 Jong &8 furmer'y, aud
s0ome winters, the last for lustauce, our
citizenus ha.e had hittle use for sleighs,
but much aud long use for water-proof
boots. Uubrellas tvo, which once were
# drug in the market, when brought
here, and tne hardest stock our mel-
chants could briug, have of late years
come iuto eXteusive aud Irequent
use, . |

some people have attributed this in-
crease Oof raia and moisture. Lo one
thing and some to anoOther, some to the
adveut of the railroads, which will votu
hold good, inasmuch &s the iucrease
was wmanifest Jouyg before railroads bad
pevelrated within hundreds of miles of
this Territory. |

Now it is very possible that the au~
nual fall of rain, or rain and spow, is
not materiaslly affected by the presenc-
or absence of trees, though there
are some Temsous o think that i
is, Buat there is updoubtedly mueh
cause Lo conclude that the prcssuce of
(rees aud the cu-tivation of the Jland do
contribute largely to the distribution «1
the rain io poiot of  Lume, aud
to the duration of the effect o

ain and o the moisture of the
atmosphere and the svil. Auy persou
can gsoon Epow for bimsell that

this Is the ¢ase, by observiug how wery
much longer afiter rain the grouond unnp-
der trees 1emains moist than does tha
which composer the opeu plaiu, Be-
atdes, in forests the raiu does u®t ruu
away into the creeks and rivers near
30 fast as it does from the opeu plaio ol
similar declivity., The culture of the
~arth, too, has much influeuce. Cull

vated 80il draws mwoisture from the aui-|

mosphere and conde.ses it,also recerves
rain m re resdily aud retatus it Jonger
tban upcaltivated soil, givieg it ou!
again more gradually by exnalatiou
through the vegetation of plauts and
trees, 80 that the atmosphere in culti-
vated and forest regions is natura'ly
otore uniformly moist and less subject
to extremes than in treeless and uuncul-
tivated regions.

To these causes, and the blessing of
Providence,do we attribute the increase
of summer rain and atmospheric mois-
ture 1o these regions. '

Agaip, plantxtiops of trees and vari-
ous field crops, especially the taller
ouves, besides retaining the rainfall
longer, to be exhaled more gradually,
rob the hot and drying winds of mueh
of their parchiog nature, charging
them more or less with moisture, aod
rendering them more healthful aud
vastly wmore agreeable than wher.
they rush unbivdered ever the arid
and bard baked plain, In times

luto the earth in this city for a post
hole, and fouud the soil as dry as snufl
at that depth, but we scarcely thiok
that it could have been done this sunu-
Mer, yor lu auy of vur latesummers,

What do we learn from this? That

| » country should be

i

s

Cu Livatios uof Ltue 8 1 aud Lree plaube
1Dg are very beneficial atm spherieally,
apart from théir other many benefirs,
[t has been urged that one-fourth
or ope fifth of the entire area of
planted interspers-
edly with trees, If sueh were the euase
in this valley, we are well gstisfied that
the results wonld be & summer atmos-
phere of more uniform moistare and
corsquently more delightful tobreathe,
an iocrease to the geueral fertility of
the goil, an increase to the amount and
luxuriance of the various grass erops,
and an unspeakable enhapvcement of

e

the beauty of the landseape, Let
ope-fourth or one-fifth of this
valley be covered with groups o

trees and with forests, with the con-
sequent or at least accompanying in-
crease in graes and other cropa, and a.
more epchanting landseape could.
hardiy be fouud.

.

AS a result of a reconnoisance by com-
pelent euginvers, says an easterno ¢x-
chapnge, it is demoustr.ted that the
Missouri river is pavigable above the
falls, for & god clars of steamers, 275
miles beyond Fore Benten, the present
head of vavigation. A live of steam-
«re i8 to be immediately placed oo the
Upper Missouri, to run in cononectiow -
wiin the completed portion of the
Northeru Pacific Railroad, thus mak-
lug a direct eastern outlet for the eutire
tiade of Montana. -

— il -

THE Washipgton Star of August 29 said
that the C mmissiover oi Interual Re-
venue, ou his return to that eity, would
make preparativos for reducing the
force of the Internal Reveuue Depart-
me«nl, a8 provided by reeent set of Con-
gress, The pumuer of ugsessors apd

‘volleetors woulv be reduced from 230 to

80 of each, The reduction of bouded
otficers would pecessitate the increase
of assistants Bome few collectors had
already resigned, to date Javuary 1,
when vhe vew law goes toto effeci. + he
law would be ;’ppliud to Teunessee,
Kentucky, and Virginia first,

e e e e

IN the Rio Grande part of Texas, ia
tbe middle of August, the people were
suffering very much for waat of rain,
abd thousauds of ¢sttle on the plains
were dyiuvg tbrough lack of water. It
18 to be hop«d that the recent rain
storms, unu~ually heavy here and ex-
ceedingly wviolent in mapy of the
Siates east of us,extended to the thirsty
land of Texas, to the rescue of the
long horus.

—

THE diamond fields of Arizona appear
to be exciting interest and receivivg at-
tention in high qusriers, According
t0 the Washington Star of Aug. 29,
Attorpey Geaeral Wiliiame, in compli-
abce with the request of the Becretary
of the Interior, was prepsaring sn opin-
ion on the question, ‘‘Has a miner the
rigit to enter on, stake off, and work a
Cluim where diamonds are supposed to
ne ou the same conditious sud terms
upon which mining claims are entered
were gnld existe?"’ i

This is a very important question to
diamood bunters, that is, when Lhey
propose to becomas diamond diggers, or
0o muke 8 claim to land on diamond
diggivg aecount, :

. i -

OUR friend Geo. Frapcis met with an
uovceremouious reception at the Simon
Pure Democratic Convention. Te be
puat vut neck and heels was certainly
sD undigoifi-d manner of being taught
tbat his room was preferable to- his
company. What a contrast to his ad-
miring acceptauce by the women’s wo-
men of San Fraocisce, aud their bum-

per of a farewell to him as the train

left the depot with him on board on

| his return to the east !

-8
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THE Louisville convention has come
10 & fival end, which seems something
akin to a fizzle, for has not that un-
compromising assembly nominated
for President & gentleman who de-
clinea to aceept, and a Vice Presi-

dent who dec iues to be anything else,

avd even to be that unless the other
vomipated geotleman will stand up to
nis nomination? Well, perhaps it
matters little whether the gentlemen
accept or decline, so far as their chances
for the Presidency and Vic Presiden-
ey, under the Louisville nomivatiouns,
are coucerced Liet us drop one tear

jover the grave of the siraight out Da-

MOCIaCy.



