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did ountfit and took with him to Winter
Quariers four families bealdes his own.

Signed, Mrs. Ssrah A.Tharston Grant,
now of Qakley, Idsbo; Mra. Juolia K.
Thurston Arthurs, of Scotield, Emery
conpry, Utah; Mra. Caroiine R. Thurs-
ton Fry, ot Ogden City, 347 Eighteedth
Rtreet; Klrs_ Cordelia Thurston Smith, of
Ogden City, 2335 Quinoy.
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-ABUU I SECKED URUVERS.
JEBESE
A Bprioeville correspondent cends
to the Nxws the following:

adly tell me if the anthorl-
Ile‘;n})lfyoo:rkéhufcb forbid the nnion of
members with secrer orders, awx the
foaming a soclety] for instance. Pleass
state if it is forbidden or ooly advised
not to join, or if they bave uo interest in
the Ipattefr. In the eveni of their ob-
jecting, kindly tell me Lhe reasons for

the saame. D. P.F.
Ho iar se any_attitude the asuibouri-
ties ot 1pe Cburch ussume upon
any malter, that 18 made known t.
the members of the Chureh by the
direct expression of these officers,
either In tbelr discourses, over their
own slgnaturee 1o published addresses
or nolices, of throogh through the va.
rious presidiog authorities td whom it
in communnlioated (o be dellvered to
the Saints. ADYy member of the
Charch ueslring tv know the attitude
of upy Opureh autborities, local or
general, as such, may asoertain it hy
direct spplioation to the cfflcer whose
vlewn he wishes toobtaln, All mem.
bers of the Churoh have [ree socess to
al) Charch suthoritles in their partic
tion-
ﬂig:)ju';i:d:‘(: relates to the polley of
Members of the Church joinlog secret
sociutles, the INNEWS ORD slate this,
ifom the publio eXpressiona of the
bigbest authorities in the Church and
irom the stendafds ol Churob dootrine:
That members of the Chureh are for-
bladen to join wecrel osth-hiund
focieljes, OF avy Ofganlizition that
comes woder the hesding of secrei

compinutiops ns descrlbed in the
Buok of Mormen. Tbe resson for
belpg thms forbidden fs  because

the [,ory condemu® Buch orgasiZa-
tlons, henpce 0O Chureh member
Who poeecuses the apirit ol nisreligion
wil] desire to unite Wwith them. The
Princlple relating to tnese secret oath-

bound organizations isnel forth clearly,

in man laces initbe Book of Mor-
mon, fo': Igatuncu. in the eightb chap-
ter of the Bouk of Ether 1t Is recorded
that & ocertaln Indivisual “did admiu-
ister unto tnem the 0athe which were
given by them of old, who aleo Bought
power;’? and It {s forther sald;

And it came to pass thet they formed &
Becret combinalton, even as they of old;
which combinatlon ia most abominable
and wicked above all, In the ajght of
God; for the Lord werke.h noi in secret
combinations, neither deth He will that
mun should shed blood, hut in all things
bath forbidden it, from the beginning of
map, : 3

ine Prophet Moronl goes oo to
describe the purpoess of snch secret
combinations as nrre referred to, saye
that they bad cnused the destruction
uf the Nepuites and their predeceesora,
and predicis that any psuple or uation
which sbouly upho!d those organpiza-
Lijons rhould be destroyed, since tue
design ol esoch #ucielies, asphown in
their eflect, o tu overthrow fresuvum
smong mueovkind, Hence the care
with which every lover of Ireedom

should avold apy friendly aescciation
wilh encb recret combinations.

It is poluted outthal there are other
secrel orders which do not partake of
the ohjectionahle obaracteristica of
those deacribed in the Book of Mormouo,
Qur correspondent meolions a soglety,
but we do nol publish the name, since,
kpowing nolbing of the intsrior work-
Inge of the order, we do nol wish eVan
by implication to cast any etigma upen
It, or upon any moclety Lhal may be
purely benevolent in character, We
might remark that the badge of secret
oathe tuat cover ulterior deslgns ia not
apsentisl ts henevolent mocieties; yel
every organization has a right to keep
its lawin] sociely business from Lhe
gaze of tue puhblic il It se desires, nnd
only a Paul Pry disposition wounld
seek to lesrn of affalrs with which it
bee no more concern than with the
family maitera of other peoble.

But it is udvised that Church mem-
bers refraln from secret orders general-
l¥, lor the reaeon that the Church
dootlines and organizition compre-
bend all that is necessary for its mem-
bers. Ifthere are developments in the
way of the masociatlon ol Indivivnals
in societies that have not been reached
as yet, there is ample room for them
withiu the Cburch; bence there isno
ocoasion (o go ouistde, and Lo
doso iv to lgnore the opportunitles
provided lo the Cbhurch. The Gospei
belog perfect,emhraces all that I good;
and the mission of the Chuarch i this
age ia to teach the fulnees of the Goe-
pel.

The separstion In effeot and mean-
iog which our cofrespondent seems (0
make between ‘‘forblddiog’’ and **ad-
vieing’’ is & distibction without &
difference. The *“forbidding? and **ad-
vislng?’ referred to are hased unon the
ssme [oundation—the law of God. The
presumption tbat 8 thing may be for.
bidden, and because this comes ia Lhe
chape of & direct order a disregard of it
would be an offense, yet at the same
time autheritative advice may bs Ig-
nored becanwe in that forw it is less
lisble to be right, js A grave mistake,
The order snd the advice emanate
from the samé wounroce, and Are equal
in effect se far ma thelr righteouaness iu
concerned. And no Bunt entitied to
full fellowehip will procved jn a course
thet ls either forbhiddem or advised
agninet by the Ohuron suthorities act-
ng io their « Melal capacity In direct.
ing the nftairs of the Churoh,

PROSPECTIVE FLOODS,

Anpeoormous quantity of enow has

talleu this wipter In the mouotains
east of tnls cily, nod it is nigbly
probahle thai lands lyibg in. the soutlh-
wentern portlon ol the corporate Jimite
will he flooded when the ereason for
ulgh water arrivers The present pros-
pect in that cooslderahle uamage will
result, 1he discossion of thie subject
which occurred lo the City Couancil
last evening was upportune, and that
body ought io take prompt measures to
averl the threatened danger.

It will he observed from the report
of the Clty Counell’s proceedings that
City Engineer Kelsey recommendeu
that 8 canal be dug irom Eighth
Bouth setreet northward oo Mighto
Wesl to Flret Bouth, tbence west one
block to Ninlh Weest,nnd thence nortb
wloDg the last named street to Njyoth

North, which wonld take it to Hot
Sprioge lake; or at least adralo ditch
trom Firet Bouth to Ninth North,Coun-
cilmea Allen introduced a resolution
tavoring the latter echeme, Mainly ow.
ing toa legal question a9 10 whelher the
Council had a right to order the canal
dug without actioa by the bosrd of
pubiic worke, the malter was referred
to a committes with Justructions f) re-
port at the next mesting of the Qoun-
eil.

The NEWS nooounces f[tsell as
squarely opposed to the nhorler ditch
project, which is intended to bepefit
only the peaple north of Third SBouth
ptreet, while the greater dapger lius
to the south of that Iine. The reason
for our objection 1s that the proposition
e an uofair discriminatioa agalnst the
peiple south of Third Souib atrest.
What i3 the reason for abandooing the
residenta of the whole soulbwest of
the ¢ity, from Third Bouth to the clity
timite, to the greater danyer and in-
jury, mnd relleving valy those to the
porth? We do Dot hefleve the lalter
wotully endorse tbe nunfairness to theie
esoulberu nelghbire. The nrgent necvs-
pity of the situatlon {a that the eontire
iouthwestern part of the ¢ity he pro-
tected from high waler durlong the
next tws modthe,

The fatulty of scome of Ibe things
thal were doue hy the Qlty Council
daring the ‘“hoom?’ is well illustrated
in coonection with the canal ques-
ti)n. Bix years ago, at the instance ot
real estate speculntors, the Qouneil
caueed to be filled up a canal whjch
e¢Xsaotlly paralleled the route recom-
mended hy the olly eogineer, and
which Ilay one hiock easst ol Lthat route,
Iita entire leagth. Had not that canel
been destroyed It would have served
the purpose of the one propoeed, in
every respeot,

Other canals, io the sonth and west
parts of the c¢lty, in the sama
spirit of fatullty, and agajpst the
warnioge and expostulatiens of propees
LY owners,at whoee ¢Xpenpge they werle
orlginally coostructed, have heeb
filled up by order of the Clty Counell.
Theee oanals Were intended by thowe
who dug them toc mct mss & protection
agaioet fl rode; mod it ia & ecTiowe Quue-
tion if the municipality 18 not linole
forthe damsage thal may result from
their destruotion.

Wae repest, the Oity Connctl shoula
agtl promptly in thie matier; so ladesd
should the couoly commissionsrs.
Drainage Irom the southwest part of
the ity shouid be provided in time to
meet the emergencies of the high
water season, Which fs very close,
Even now the water 1o nearer Lhe sur-
ace of the suil lo thset region tnan it
hus beed fof maDy yeusrs, snowing that
when spriong afrives there can be lltile
or no dreionge hy percolation, and
that exiensive Jdistricts are likely to be
totally rubmerged abless the surpluos
waters afe carried off by sultable
chabopels.

Presumably the county would have
enlarged and extended tu the luke
thhe surpius oapal, bad it ot bheen for
difficuitice encountered o copnection
with righta of way, This canal wouid
he the best protection agajust fljods
that cotld he provided, at ressonahle
cost, for the lower part of the oliy, and
svery obstacle in the way of its com-
pietion to Lhe lake, aod of jte enlarge-
ment to & sufficient capacity, snould

be removed as voon &8 possihle,



