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8aints that if their political power
‘were resnoved from them theChureh
would be broken to pieces and
destroyed, such would not be the
case,  Although as a people we
have been deprived of this
puwer to quite an extent in Idaho,
in Ogden, in Summit,nud elsewhere,
it will be found that the present is
oue of the largest, if not the largest,
Conference ever hild here, anid
that the Saints will continue to in-
orease in numbers and faith,

The worle of the Lord in the ea-
tablishment of His Church stands
firmer today thnn ever it has stood
twefure. lts chapies nre better and
the faith of the people I8 stronger.
The brethren who bhear the Priest-
howd, from the first to the last, are
betiur entablished today in the Gos-
jl, all the experiences, changes aud
vicigsituden through which they
have |mssegyl haviug rended to
purify an stiwulate them in
the Gospel faith. Though
sometimes there may be lethargy
and ¢irelessness on the part of the
Bajuts, yet when we travel a'nonigl
them frum place to place we fin
that, with all their weaknesses and
failings, there is a love for the truth
abiding in them; and if the ocea-
slon should arise, they would be
ready to eacrifice anything in the
world in order te sustain the
Church an the priucipies of eter-
nai truth. [t is a rare thing to find
among the Latter-iay Saints one
person who will stamd eut against
the truth, who iz olstipate and will
not yield when shown to be in the
wrong.

Apostle Lyman, in conelusion,
enrnestly exhorted the Saints to be
tempernte, and te 1elinguish the use
of tobneco aud intoxicants, In obedi-
ence to the Word of Wisdom. He
pointed out the value of example in
these respects, and urged the ne-
cessity of a strict observance of the
Habbath dy.

s griimtle Mosssn Phateher
Bpoke briefly, in subatunce as fol-
lows: [ desire to express my grati-
tude for the outpouriug of the Holy
Bpirit. What has been said is in
harmony with my views I hear
testimony to their truth, Moy the
Bpirit of God continue to be impart
ed to us. These conference pgather-
tugs ure refreshing to Lhe spirit and
u delight to the soul. The people

have not ¢ome torether in vain.
They will not go awny omp-
ty. Many thoughts have
passed through my mind.

Some are of a conflicting nature.
I banve wondered what would be
A proper course for our lenders under
the present ol reumstances surround-
fig ua. If we will follow our file
lvaders as they follow Christ, our
path will zrow brighter nnd brighter
nuto the perfect Jday., We nmust not
expect the people to listen to us
unless we listen to those who lead
us, | am reminded that after his
tribulation, Joseph, who waa anld
into Egypt, obtained wealth and
power. While Ahraham was com-
paratively poor and a humble gerv-
ant of God and cheyed Him in all
things, the Lord afterwards ronde
him wealthy, 'There is no harm in
wealth, hut there is in the love of it.
When the heart ia hardened and the
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couscience seared, the danger is
great. T have thought of the course of
the Prophet Joseph S8mith, Brigham
Young and John Taylar. They
did ot devote all their time to tem-
poralities, but part of it to apirituali-
ties and a part to temporal things.
It is only when we depart from
equily and justice that the Holy
Spirit leaves us. The danger is not
In the possession of wealth, but in
oppressing our fellow heings Z. C.
AL 1. wae not organized hy ’resident
Young to enable him to accumulate
wenith, but for the substantial bene-
fit of the peaple. 8o with vther en-
terprises im which he engraged. When
I have thonght of the finaneial en-
terprisges with which our leading
brethren are associated and the
heavy burdens  thus placed
upon them, I have ceoeluded that
we whu have heen ecalled to be
ministers of salvation rhould not ro
extensively connected with finnncial
maiters. The Jeading authoritieante
empinyed from fifteen to eighteen
hoursa day, and in giving counsel
in ninety-nioe out of a hundred
red instances it I8 on temporal mat-
ters rather than thore that are apir-
ftual. [ did not come to these
mountains to accumulate wealth,
and, for one, I would rejoice to he
relicved, from this time omn, from
temporalities, and labor, in future,
exclusively in preaching the Gospel
of axlvation. The spirit of specula-
tion is abroad nmong us anid the
people make the excuse for their
course that thejr lJenders are operat-
ing in the same direction. T am will-
ing to be puided in these matters by
these who preside, and trust that 1|
shall endure.

The choir sang:

Comae. 8pirit, Come.
Adjourned till 2 p.m,
Benediction by Elder G, Rey nolds.

AFTERNOON BESBION.

Re-assenmibled at £ p. m.

Great God, ntiend while Zion singa
The joy that from Thy presence springs;
To spend one day with Thee on earth
Exceedsa thousand days of mirth,
wus sung by the choir.
Prayer was offered by Elder Rud-
ger Clawson.
singing by the choir:
Joy to the world! The Lord will come
And enrth receive her King;
l.ct every heart prepare Him room
And -mnts and angels eing.

Presideont lerenzo Spnow
sald, in substance: We have been
greatly blessed during this confer-
ence. The Spirit of the Lord has
be+sn poured out upon the spenkers
and hearers. [ feel my Inability to
say -nything particularly instructive
uniess by the dictations of the Holy
8pirit. [ feel also that you cannot
anticipate any teachingsthat will do
you good uvless you have the same
Sptrit, whieh it ie your privilege to
possess. Bo far as the past is concerned,
sinee our assembling together, the
Lord has been nxs favorable "o us as
on any shmilar occasion. It is
wonderful to contemplate the prog-
ress of the Church since ita organ-
ization, sixty yeams ago tomorrow.
Have vhe Sninta made progress as
rapidly as that exhibited by those
wimitarly eailed of Gol in past agen
during the rame length of time? 1t
is interesting to contemplate and

estimate the abjlltics we have re-
ceived from the Lord to continue
prosperous  motwithstanding the
opposing forces that have been
brought to bear upon us. No ex-
ternal power ecan Prevent us from
attaining to the high destiny marked
out fur us on the condition of faith.
fulpess. We did not lay out the
path to salvation for ourselves. 1t
was delineated by God Lefore the
earth was organized. The Lord has
seen fit to make knewn the path.
It depends upon ourselves as to
whether we coutinue to truvel on
that rond which Jends to cvlestinl
glory.

Wo need not trouble abwut the
future. Bome people expriss the opin-
ion that the Baints shall go into
captivity, by the procesa of disfran-
chisement. I do uot kmow whether
this wili be the cageor mot. If the
Lord had manpifested that this
would be a0, 1 would not sdy any-
thing about it, as it would not be
wisdom. If we had been made uc-
quainted with ihe trials through
which we have already pnssed
we would have been discour-
aged. As it is our experfence
has increased our faith. Bo
in regatd to our future. It is wisely
obscured from our view. [ kpow
what my trials have been} I know
not what they will be. bn every
emergency the Lord has glven me
neelled succor. For this [ feel thank-
ful. I have never seen the day when
I was discouraged,ns 1 could always
see glorious blessinga alead. When
we speak of future troubles of this
Church, we may be sure it will
never be placed in a condition when
the members caupot receive the
highest hiessings of the Almighiy,
according to the demands of oir.
stances.

Six hundred years before Christ
the Jews becm(:jne wilcked. Their
kings,princes an ple were given
to %d’oFl'atry. This eftended God,
being contrary to his mind and
law. They even wentso far as to
burn their children ag offerings.
The Lord told thein that their eity
should b destroye! and they be Jed
into captivity to remain in that con-
dition 70 years. But God did not
desert them. -~ He said be would
not make an end of them but they
should e punished and an end
woujy! be made of those who afRictax]
them, In their captivity they pro.
gressed. - They built houses and
cultivated the soil. Indeed there
pever was a time when the Israelitea
had greater prophets than during
their eaptivity. Note, for instanece,
the works of the Prophet Daniel and
those of the three Hebrew child-
ren, whose marvelous dellvernnece
has been handed down to us.
Awnit hasbeen so it shall be, Inevery
aituntion the Latter-day Saints can
approich God and receive hleseinge
until they reach u fulness of glory.
One siugular feature about the enp-
tivity wns thit King Nebuchad-
nezzar was converted. He was con-
vipcel! that there was no God but
the God of Israel, After Shadraeh,
Meshach and Abedunego had heen
delivered the King sent forth an
edict to the effect that the God of
these men should be respected.

Those who refused to obey this com-



