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important as anvthing else, for us to know
ourselves to understand ourseclves, to tring
ourselves up to a mark, and see if we are
ready and know whether we ecan yield our
stubborn will or n-t, and if we can yield to
the dictation of the servants of God, and if
we are willing to be subject to that which is
wanted If we are, then we shall unfhratand
what Jesus says: “If any man will do my
will he shall know of the doctrine wheth-r it
be of God, or whether I speak of myself.”
We should all nnderstand that that kind of
teaching that was true in the d ys of the
Apostles is true now. The Savior said, “My
sheep har my voice, and [ know them, and
they follow me: and I give unlo them eternal
life: and a stranger they will not follow, but
will flee from him: for they know not the
voice of strangars.” One of the Saints said,
“-Ye have an unction within you, and have no
need that any teach you, except the unction
tbat is within you.”” If we knaw how to fnl-
low the dictation of the Spirit of God, then
we ghall have the light and intelligence of
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yield fo ourselves? Why not,if we arethe
men we profess to be, be on hand, show our
willingness at all times to do what is required
of us, seek the spirit of the Lord, for when
we get that we will be willing to yieic to its
dictates. It is very easy to submit to law,
and doubtless we should all be ready enough
to submit if the Almighty should come and
speak to us face to Pace; he chooses to sprak
b{ his messengers, to them we must yield
obedience. Jesns said,in his day, what is
true in this, ““he that receiveth you receiveth
me, and receiveth him that sent me, and he
that rejecteth you rejecteth me and rejecteth
him that sent me.”

Drethren, may God direct ns and help us to
keep the commandments of our Father; I ask
it in the name of Jesus Christ: Amen.
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heaven continnally. Then we shall bave that
apirit which will enable us to know for our-
selves in regard to correct principles, and
strive to improve in all things, and not be
inclined to follow a stranger. There is a
kind of a certainty in regard to our principles
that has not been found anywhere else. No
people upon the face of the earth are blessed
to the same extent as this people, It is our
privilega to have knowledge of all doctrines
and principles that are tawught, and if we do
not have this knowledge we are living below
our privileges. It is said in one of the reve-
lations that the voice of the people is the
voice of God; thisis because they are taught
alike, they are tanght correct principles, and
when thev are united, then their voice in re-
gard to any principle becomes the voice of
¢iod, for it bringa us into connectisn with him
and his Spirit. Yearemember what was sa‘d
i1 apcient times bv John the Apostle: “And

there are three that bear w 'n=*ss in earth, the

spirit, and the water, and the b'oo ' and these
tiree agree in one.”—I. John, V. Chap., 8th
verse. |

We are also told in the same chapter that

there are three that bear record in hraven }

Now if you will examioe these things care-
fully you will find something that it is in-
teresting. For instance, one of the wi nesges
in heaven is one that is a witness on the earth,
even the spirit, arid when we are in the ros-
session of this witpess, having received it by
the laying on of hands, we have a Lope and a
connection that reaches within the veil.  We
have the principles of eternal life made known
unto us and our children, and we are heirs of
God and of Jesus Christ our L rd. When
this gospel found us we had forsaken God,
apd the whole of the religiof§ world had
broken off from the truth, and they had formed |
another league, got in possession of other
hopes, of another spirit, hence the feelings the
nervants of God have when speaking of these
things. _

Our brethren are and have been too guilty
of dabb ing with the wicked, instead of feel-
jug that they are Elders of Israel, nobles of
the earth and that they are above those little,
contracted, narrowed-up influences. This is
about the kind of feeling that we ought to
have. What 8 there in the woild that should l
attract our attention? Their gold and silver
and clothing are all well enou:h;, but have we
not got them here? Yes, they are all here
we are here, and all that we have got to do is
to pursue the even tenor of our way as the
Lord waunts us, and instead of being servants
of the world let us be servants of God, and
instead of beinz dic'ated by the world let us
Le dictated by the Lord and be und r the in-
fluence of the Spirit of God, having that intel-
ligence, power and wisdom in our possession
that is necessary for us to have as Sa nts of
the living God that we may be harmless in
the midst of th s perv rse generation, and
that we as Elders of Israel may d mean ou--
gelves aright, and preserve ourselves Liumble
and faithful in the sight of heaven.
even be ready to do anything that is requied
of ng, that the Almig ty may feel towards us
aa he did toward« Abraham of o'd. *“ I knoax
him,” said the Lord, ‘*be will command his
house and his childrey aflter him.” Then
what have we to do? We are the Saints of
the livi g God, and let us bow down and wor-
ship him, and by our obedience to the prin-
ciples of life show that we are the servants of
God without rebuke.

How is the world going to be redecemed
think you? If the kingdom of God is ever
built up the Almighty will have to dictate
thinzs himself. Through what medium will
he do this? Is he going to send his angels to
gatber the people? He has got thousands of
them, but he has his own way of doing things
and that is throgh the pri-sthood. If we
are teachers we think faithful pe ple ought
to listen to us; il we are Bishops we of course
think that the people ougbt to respect our
council, and if Presidents we are anxious to
see the people cbedient, if so is it no- right for
us to listen to tbose that are over us? All

eople in this government should list n to the
Ennd, for that is the orderof God. Itis all
very mnice; it is a beautiful theory; everybody
un-er our rule must submit, our wives and our
¢ i dren must yield obedience; we all admire
the beauly and order and harmeony of the
church of G d until it comes fo touch us, and

Let us | of life and salvai n

of what they are now »

It appears in the cconomy of heaven that
there are a variety of girts. G ris differ, as de-
scribed by the Apostie to the Corinthians, in
the 12th chapter of his First Epistle. H-
says: “For to one is given by the Spirit the
word of wisdom; to another, the word of
knowledge by the same spirif; to another,
faith by the same sprit; to another, the' gift
of healing by the same spirity to another, the
working of miracles; to arother, prophecy:
to another, di-cerning of spirits; to amether,
divers kinds of tongueg; to another,the inter-
pretation of to-gues; but all these worketh
that one and the relfsame spirit, dividing to
every man severally as he will.*»

These gifts are verv apparent in the organ-
ization of this people. We possess a great
deal of zeal, and sometimes it has proved to
be not according to knowledge., For instance,
‘he third number of the Evening and Morning
*tar, which way published in Lidependence,
Jaekson ecounty, Mo., by W. W. Phelps, held
out the doetrine rather strongly that about

| nine or ‘en years would be sufficient to wind

up the whole matter of the warninz of the
wicked nations and the gathering of the
Saints preparatory to the coming of the Mes-
siah. ' So zealous were rome o* the Elders at
that time, and so certain that the Lord would
shortén his work, that we expecte! long be-

fore thi« to see the millennium n full blast;
and yet, although these anticipations have not
been fully realized, the work has progressed
A8 rapidly as it possibly cou'd without doin
injury to itself. In order that this may be
properly understood i may be well to consider
the material of whie¢h this chureh is com-
posed. - Its doctrines bave Leen taught to
every nation, kindred and tongi.e where the
Elders bave had an opportunity of preaching
to the people, and those who bave from time
to time embraced the doctrines of the Saints
have been gathered together, bringing with
them all manner of prejudices, notions and
whims, and if too great a body of such ma-
terial had been hu ried .y brought together it
might have been impossible, (though some

people say there is nothing ilmpossible with

the Almighty ) but still I think that it might
have been impossible to hold such an incon-

gruous mass of materials together.

Wien the Elders were scattered among the
rentiles to preach repentarce and baptism for
the remission of sins, many would say how
wond rfully these men preached! What smar
men they were considered by t ose who heard
them! ‘These-men acjuired t'e ingenu ty and

the tact by wh clhi-they handled the seriptures

sidered by the world to be very learued and
talented men and some of themn are known
yet by the sobriguet of *Walking Bibiel?
And all these men i their way aze shiniug
and brilliant items of talent and wisdom; a
comparatively ignorant man, if he is humble,
can go and preach the gospol, and proclaim
by the power of tlie good spir t the principles
An ignorant man, who
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wilh such ability that they were actually con- |
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irich. You pass through this Territory to-day
and you strive t find the man or woman that
|cannot get bread for supper. You ecannot do
it. You find the man or woman Lhat is desti-
tute of clothing, if you can. Such destitution
does not exist. You may search the world in
| vain for a similar people, ant you will find
that a people 8o universaily comfoitably situ-
ated do not exist; and yet,these are the people
who were so poor, who have been several
times robbed and plundered of all they pos-
sessed, and who then came inte the most
desert country in the world, and here they
have acquired this abundance which sur-
rounds everybody. A polity has been in ro-
duced that benefits everybody,instead of leav-
ing us to lay our own glans, and be at the
sbrine of wickednees and corruption. When
a poor han.comes to 2 Bishop and says, 1 am
bhungry I want some bread. The Bishop, like
a father, says: “Well, what can you do? We
must find you some work, we must show you
how to manage in this country so that you
can get a living.” Tie Bishop might take
the old gentile plan, give the bungry man a
dollar, which he would spend and do nothing
to provid: more, and fhus be will Ye kept
eternally poor, but instead «f this he finds
bim work, the man’s way is opened, and, in a
shert tine, he is rich, for he is able to live
from his own exertions. Herein is tnanifested
the wisdom of heaven, which should be in the
breast of every man in Zien, and it also shows
the wizdom of that head which God has placed
to gnide us and make us a gelf-sustaining in-
dependent people.

f we go down inlo the Siates nmow we find
them engaged in a war, and Isuppose that
the language that is gencrally denominated
the King’s English, fails to tell the extremes
of fo'ly, wicke luess, corruption and degrada-
tion that brought this war on. Tongue can-
not tell it, the languige we speak has not got
wor.'s enougli to describe 1t accuratel..
Frien's and brothers are killing each other.
[t a~tual ¥ seems as thou b the vengeance o'
God was poured out upon hLem, and -ever
timme that either party suffer a defeat that
party is filled with increased rage and veu-
geance, and they thirst for each other’s
blood. Such are the facts in the case,

sweep the earih with the brsom of destrue-
tion, and-in that day the wicke ! would slay
the wicked. [ cannot tell how fast things
will co, but I feel astonished when [ s-e ho«
the work hiss prozressed since its commence-
ment in the year 1830, You go into a corn

g | field where the stalks Eruw too rapidly ang

you find thein weak, an

a very slight wind
will br ak them down.

You look at the

you will perceive t 2t they immediately fall
| to piece~, It w 8 so0o with the Mahomed:zn
yempire; it -welled in eightyy ars from a soli
tary wanderer to.anempire constituling about
i a third part of theihen icbabited globe, It is
,nm 8o with.ne,  This people-is nising grada-

ally. You cayfind men who have gone forth
and baptized their hundreds, but few who
have bap ized stihetr thousands, and if all the
numbe 8 that have been ba tized inte thi-
cburch sine~ 1's i st organ zation weré added
togethier I.do not suppose thar there waould bs
less than a million, and but few of these have
remained {0 Lhe present tiuv e, the rest have
butlt up cities for ‘he gentiles,and have popu-
lated suc'i'towns as St. Louis, San Fr ucisco,
and in fact al.vost alf of tve cities of Califo:-
Inia and the western States. The rest are
still laboring to buili up Zion, to spr:ad
abroad t e fuluess ' f the everlasting gospei
and to save al who will give he-dto itgteac -
ings and the dictates of the Holy Spir t, while
those who caynot ‘‘bear the seive of variety”
are occasonally leaving the ¢ urch and going
again to wallow in the wicke:ness of the
world, Thereis now and then one. w Il go ofi
and cove back azain, and they profess. to be
good brethren. They put me in miud of an
anecdote. A wealthy parishi ner sent bis
negro servant Jack to carry a sucking pig to
his pareon as a present for a Cliristmas roast,

zoea fo:th [iom nation to nati n to declare

tue truths which God in his mercy hasr -
veal d, generally goes forth in hum lity and
faith, and, by di 'gence and perseverance, he
picks up and gathers into the church men of
evely imaginable tradi‘io , of every h .bit, of
every custom and of every nation; after which
they go and make each man th ow away part
of his foolish traditions just 2s fast as possi-
ble, a d teach himm true principles instead
thereof; make the p ople l.ve together in a
city,a county a d a State, and all pall to-
gether, as one well-organized community.

Now I know really that we ought to be
ashamed of our iguorance, and yet br, MusSer

the Western States, Really, if we are not we
ought to be ashamed of ourselves. We bLave
had wiser ‘each re, and not only have we had
good tutors, but we Lave had practiea les-
SON8.

Mr. Trumbull, member of Councress from
Illinois, made a remark ata meeting during
the Mormon war, to this effect: “| have been
te Nau oo; I was there when the Mormons

of the United Siates were as intelligent and
industrious and as thrifty as the Mormcns
were then, they would be a long way a-head
Lyman Trombull is

we are the only people exempt. We are very
apt to show that we like a little «f our ewn
way, and that although God’s government is
very good for others that we o not like to
be iaterfered with so wmueh, If this be our
‘feel'nz why do we act bypocritically? Why

considerable authority upon this subject, he
was Secretary of State in Illino s when we
lived in Nauvoo, and no particular friend of
ours. It we have not advanced as much as
we might have done we bave scattered the

truth abroad, The wisdom of onr Pres dent |

has taken the poer from the distant nations of

gxact of others that which we will not do or ‘

has told us Lthat we ar- a great deal a-head of }

while on his way, Cufly was called into 2
publie bouse by one of his comrades to have a
drink, and wiile yua#iing uis ale, some of lis
mischievous friends took the pig out of the
hag.e' and placed a puppy in its stead; Cuffy
then went on bis way aud presented the bas-
ket to the paison, saying, “Sir, massa has
sent you a present of a fine pig for a C.rist-
mas roast,’ the rev, gentleman pleased with
the prospect of a fine dinner, ?uuke:l in the
iaiket, and exclaimed, “pig, you black ras-
cal, it is a puppy; tell your master not to in-
suit me by s nding me a puppy.” Cuffy, on
his return lLiome, called atthe ale house ror
another glass, when his comrades slyly ex-
ctanged the p‘g for the pupps; when Jack
got home, his master said, ““what did the
parson say for the fine pre.ent I sent him?”»
“Parson said the pig was a puppy, that you
inoJt him to send bim a puppy > “Bring the
basket to m-.”” He opened it, and exclaimed,
“it is a yig, you black villain* Cuffy in as-
tonistment, and unable to account for what
he saw, cried out, *Massa, I believe he can

be a pig or a puppy just as he likes.” This is

were there, and if the ivhabitants and ¢ tizens ljuat the character of those men that act in

this way, they can be pigs or puppies, Saints
or apostates, just as they like, and 1 do feel
that if such men will leave and stay away we
twill be comtented with what we canraise
independent of all those who are wandering
abroad and triing to shake hands with the
devil. DBut I find that those who stay here,
and do their duty and strugglete fulfil counse),
will increase in all that is good, while the
otbers — pig and puppy—will all go to hell to-
gether. I know that we are very pious,

the earth, brought them here and made them jand for want of betler understanding
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Tha prphet said the Lord was about to!

. o,
gress of nations when they grow too rapidly,”
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make mistakes in referénce to blessinge,
' —Jo<eph used very often to get up and bless
the rnngrrgatbﬂ in the name of the Lord;
President Youns.does so sometimes in a very
emphalic manner, but are these blessings ap-
preciated?
Now I do not care how much wealth you
pour into the la 8 of men, unless there is in
their bosoms the Spirit of God they are un-
happy. You may also fill a womar’s lap wi'h
ricies, *urround her with every imaginable
comfort, and if she has n t the Spirit of the
Almighty within her, and the spirit of con-
tentment she - iil b+ miserable. It is so with
all of us; unless we have the spirit of con-
tentment in our hearts we are miserable, and
unless we can enjoy that spirit which brings
happiness, inspires the sonl and makes a
he ven in every home, we shzll be constantly
uneasy. Watch the men who have gone
abroad; if bey become digcontented the spirit
of the Most Iligh leaves them, but if they do
not get uneasy ani uupselt] d in tbeir minds,
they have no fear of death, but they rejoice in
he enjoyment of the Spirit of the Lord and
the spirit o! mercy, then the light of revela-
tion, peace, happiness and contentment are
and for ever will be their portion. 8o will it
he with all of us. These are the blessings of
the Lo d unto his faithful peop'e. If a man
has all the wealth in creation, and has heaped
upen him all the honors and powers that the
world can give, his soul is discontented and
miserable, unless be po:sesses (he spirit ol
Christ. |

I recollect reading in Se rs’ History of
India of “an English cnvoy, se t on a mission
to Delhi about ten years before (he emperor’s
death, on being introduced into their imperial
,resence, was sur;rised to see a little old
mn, with a long 81l ery beard, dress«d in
plain white muslin, standing in the midst of a
group of omrahs (Indoo noblemen) whose
rich robes, sparkling with jewe!s, formed a
striking ountrast tothe unostentatious appear-
ance of their sovereign.”” This Aurung-Zeb
was rem.fk ble for the sinplicily of his
babits and manners which he constantly
maintained amid the eplendor of the most
{ magnificent court in ‘he wo'ld. H- diel at
the advanced age of eighty-nine, in the filtieth
year of bhis reign, The very wealth and
riches that were around him were misery to
nim, and the crimes that had put the other
claimants to his throme into the grave, made
him, in the mids: of splendor miserably miser-
able,
‘ Brethrem, study to be con ent, and when we
wantto see it we cauw’t go off .0 California and
zélL some more epices and rome things Lhat
we caunot get bere; to suriound ourselves
with swect-meats, let us jost remember br.
Musser’s remark —“Sh ke our head.”  Em-
hatjieally, No, 1 love Zion b.iter than all
things else, |

Now tue facts are, the comforts of life de-
pen upon t e manner good tiings are used,
Yon mqy get e choicest of this world s
yoous; Idoy? care if the wealih of the world,
- used to get the most delicious dishes for
4 wan to live up n,in a short tive they be-
come sickening and nauseous and are actually
ugarious to the h man system, Those who.
ive in this way become weak and cfominate,,
and finally rendered entire'y useless. For my
own pdart, 1 81y give me the good wheat and
zood p ain living, then I shall'Lave strength,
and stand a good chance for good health and
g lile. ' ' '

There was a United States Judge died here,
and just before his death he said: *I have
abused ev rything that s go d, and know no-
thing that is good.” This is the condition of
tie world. But with proper exercise and
care, and the common ftoed ihat is p:oduced
within ourselves, is sufficient for us, and it is
calculate  to s evelope the mini and body of
van, and to lay a fou dation for a race of
men that sball 1ule the world. Now this is
no wild chimera of the brajn, for we are lay-
ing the foundation for the redemption of the
buman race; we are laying a foundation to
wmake a fraternily of brethien, and to secure
to each and all happines: and peace. The
Lord himself bas laid the foundation; and if
Ay man wants to goaway fro o here, let him
20, but let him remember that he will be un-
happy wherev.r he is. '
May the Lord biess us and enable us to in-

berit a spirit of contentment, that we may in-
berit celestial glory: Amen,
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Toe SHAMROCK —The legend why this
p'ant was chosen as the national emblem of
the Green 1 le is perhaps as little known a3
the identity of the plant itself. It is this: —
=t. Patrick, unable to make his bearers com-
p ehend the meaning of the word Trinity, deg-
pairingly cast his eyes on the greund in pray-

r for some means » hereby ““he might enlight-
en the Geutiles,” when, espyiug the little
trefoil shamrock at 1is feet, he plucked it,
and, holding it ‘wp on high, pointed to the
three Jeaves on one stem a-« the emblem of his
loctrine, to the easy comprehénsion of his
| listeners. It is no dowubt one of the two
British species of oxalis, as the Trefolium
or Dutch clover was not introduced to
‘reland at that - arly period.

e . . k. - ’

_ANTIDOTE FoR STRYCHNINE —-The Sydne
N. S, W., Herald says: A currespgndei&
mwentions that a sheep dog, belonging te Mr.
Martyn, J. P., «f Mururundi, having acciden-
‘ally eaten s'rychnine, a dose of arsenic was
administered to abbreviate the animal’s suf-
‘ering, but, ntrnnﬁe lo say, it bad 2 contrary
flect, and the doz recovered. The same
pecu’iarity was observed on two geveral occa-

| slons.




