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DISCOURSE

By Elder JOSEPH F: SMITH,
delivered in the 13th Ward As-
sembly Rooms, Salt Lake

City, Sunday Afternoon,
Feb._ 9¢th, 1873.

REPORTED BY D. W. EVANS.

While preparing the Sacrament
the thought was impressed upon
my mind to make a few remarks on
the subject, although 1 will mot
promise to confine myselfto it. 1
desire to be led by the Spirit of the
Lord. |

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Sup-
per is a very important and sacred
ordinance; however simple it ma
appear to our minds,it is one whie
will add to our aceeptance before
God, or to our condemnation. -

It was instituted by the Savior in
the place of the law of saerifice
which was given to Adam, and
which continued with his children
down to the days of Christ, but
which was fulfiled in his death, he
being the great sacrifice for sin, of
which the saerifices enjoined in the
Iui&r given to Adam were a simili-
tude. . -

The Lord designed in the begin-
::Ellg to place 'befuae maln thadknuw-

ge of good and evil, and .gave
him a comandment to cleave to
xood and abstain from evil.  But if
he should fall, he would give to

| the children to the latest generation,

histories date back beyond the
days of Moses, and even beyond the
flood, independent of and agﬁu't
from the records of the Bible? The
ground taken by infidels, that
“Christianity” sprang from the
heathen, it being found that they
haye many rights similar to those
recorded in the RBible, &c., is only
a vain and foolish attempt to blind
the eyes of men and- dissuade them
from their faith in the Redeemer of
the world, and from their belief in
the Seriptures of divine truth, for
if the heathen have doectrines and
ceremonies resembling to some ex-
tent those which are recorded in
the Serip it only proves, what
is plain to the Saints, that these
are the traditions of the fathers
handed down from Enemtiun to

neration, from Adam, through

oah, and that they will cleave to

though they may wanderinto dark-
ness and perversion. until but a
slight resemblance to their origin,
which was divine, ean be seen.
Yet: this is a stumbling block to
some and there are those who en-
deavor to make on this
foundation against the work of God,
but it is absolute folly. How do
we know that the Bible accounts of
Adam and the sueceeding genera-
tions are correct? How do we
know anything pertaining to God
and his dealings with men ancient-
ly? We know many things by
tradition, naturally, by intuition.

him the law of saerifice and provide

a Savior for him, that he might be | inspiration of the Almighty giveth
brought back again into the pres- | it understanding.” There isan in-
rtake | herent
This was| him to
the plan of redemption chosen and | reme Being, who has designed and
before | created all things.

ance and favor of God and
of eternal life with him.

instituted by the Almigh
man was placed on theearth. And
when man did fall by transgressing
the law which was given him, the

Lord gave to him the law of sacrifi- |

ce, and made it clear to his under-
standing, that it 'was for the pur-
pose of reminding him of that great
event that should-transpire in the
meridian of time, whereby he and
all his posterity might be brought
forth by the power of redemption
and the resurrection from the dead,
and partake of eternal life with
God in bis kingdom. For this
rewson Adam and his posterity,
from generation to generation, o
served this law, and centinually
looked forward toa time when there
should be provided for them a
means of redemption from the fall
and restoration m death to life,
for death was the penalty of the
law tm d, whie man
was powerless to avert, the fiat of
(God being, “In the day that
thou eatest thereof thou shalt
nureliy die,” and this penalty was
to follow - upon ﬁ fl all
being as helpless and dependent
as he was in this matter, Their only
hope of redemption from the grave
and the power of death was in the
Savior whom God had promised,
who should suffer death, but being
without sin, having himself never
transgressed any law, being without
blequh, pure and holy, he should
have power to break the bands of
death and from the grave rise to
immortal life, thereby opening the
way for all who should follow him
in the regeneration to conie forth
to life aﬁn.ln |
penalty of the law, and from the
sin of tra on fo eternal life.
In anticipa
reat sacrifice which was to be of-
ered for Adam and his seed, they
offered sacrifices, more or less accep-
tably, and in conformity to the pat-
fern given, in proportion to the
knowledge of God and of the el
which they had, and their fajﬁ?;ﬁ-
ness from generation to generation,
to the days of Jesus.

They would take the firstlings of

their flocks, the best fruits of their|

fields, and those things which were

emblematic of -purit,}v’ iﬂﬂﬁ{'ﬂﬂﬂﬂ, | to the truth of religiun that the
and perfection, symbolical of him |

who was without sin, and as ¢a
lamb slain from the t’uundatiﬂn of

| also

‘“There is a spirit in man, and the

rinciple in man that leads
ith in a superior or a Sup-

_ The Bible ac-
count, being the most rational and
indeed only historical one of the
creation and the dealings of God
with men,we are constrained to ac-
cept it, in the main, as truth.
Then we behold the wonderful
works of God spread ouf before us
the Btﬂ]’?" heavens, the sun an
moon, the earth on which we
dwell, and its times and seasons, its
fruits and grains, its herbs and var-
ied productions, its fountains and
rivers, mountains, valleys and
E:ins, and the mighty deep, all

ming with life and animation;
the Jaws that govern
these vast creations, and man,

, redeemed from the|and
tion, therefore, of this |

| that they are true, that the Secrip-

the crowning work of God, on this
earth, the masterpiece, if you
please, whom inspiration teaches
us, is the oflspring of that eternal
being who is the Creator of all
things, he being the most perfect in
his organization, possessing greater
attributes, powers of reason, and in-
te nce than all other beings,
constituting him the ‘‘lord of
creation™” and the nearest’in resem-
blence to the Creator. We look at
these things-and we cannot but
come to the conclusion that this is
not the work of chance, but the re-
sult of matured omniscient designs
and purposes,that man is the son of
God, wing the attributes and
image of his Father, and in the
beginning much of this intelli-
gence, insomuch that he was the
companion and associate of God
and dwelt with him, and knew no
gin. The Lord gave him the earth
as a ion and an inheritance,
ws for his government, that
he might fill the measure of his
creation and have joy therein.

We look at these things in this
manner, and they appear rational
and true, and we are convinced

tures, the Bible and Book of Mor-
mon, are of divine origin.

But is this all we have to con-
vince us of the truth of these
thiugs, and to confirm upon our
minds the principles laid down as
the Gospel of Christ, which is call-
ed “Mormonism?” These are the
only means of knowing in reg

world claim to have, or that we
had prior to becoming acgquainted
with the doctrines of this church,

the world,” and offer sacrifices unto
God in memory
matchless and wonderful deliver-
gl_ma to be wrought out for them by
im. .
Undoubtedly the knowledge of
this law and of other rites and cere-
monies was carried by the posterity
of Adam into all lands, and eontin- |
ued with them, more or less pure,
to the flood, and through Noah, who
was a “preacher of righteousness,”
to those who succeedeg him, spread-
ing out into all nations and ecoun-
tries, Adam and Noah being the
first of their dispensations to re-
ceive them from . What won-
der, then, that we should find
relics of éhriatinuit;r, 0 {0 gpeak,

of him, and t.heI beeause it was the best light we pos-

among the heathens and nations
who Enow not Christ, apd whose|

and we were in a measure satisfied

, There are thousands of the
most int-elliﬁent and best educated
men that live, and some of the
greatest and brightest minds in
many nations now en in the
dissemination of what they believe
to be the gospel of Jesus Christ,
claiming no other means of know-
ing thetruth, than tradition and
reason, and they appear to be satis-
fied with their convietions and
fﬂjb?i:ed M illipnia] ntii;lallm :;,m ex-
n annually romulgatin
heir religion, tl'sley “Bumpass lanﬁ

and =ea to make proselytes,” with
no other ackpnow ‘i:d evidence of
the truth ot the Bible, or of the di-

vine mission of Jesus Christ, than
that 1 ha~ve cited. J45 5

But we. go farther than this,
although to my mind this mode of
reasoning is conclusive so far as it
goes,and no doubt is leftas to the ex-
istence of our Father and God, or
that he ere;_ahdhaill thiﬂgs for a ;ﬁ;m
purpose, for glory, and for
the glory and happiness of his chil-
dren, that the earth and the full-
ness thereof are God’s, although de-
for man and his use, and fi-

nally to be given to him as anever-
laﬂti’.‘;]g inheritance, when he shall,
through obedience, prove worthy of
it. But,as I said before, we go far-
ther than this—there is ‘“‘a more
sure word of prophecy, whereunto
we de well to take heed.” There
is revelation, a means of direct com-
munication from God to man, a
power which ecan rend the veil be-
tween us and God, open the eyes of
our understanding, and bring us
into ll‘nmximit}' to him, so that we
may know him as he is, and learn
from his own mouth and from the
mouths of his holy messengers his
laws and will concerning us, as an-
ciently. This is the principle by
which Adam knew God in the gar-
den where he was placed in the be-
inning. God came to him day by
and conversed with him as one
man converses with another, giving
him instruections and counsel, for
man was pure. And when he was
cast out, did not forsake him,

to communicate with him concern-
ing the plan of salvation, and gave
him the Holy Ghost to be a light in
his path through the world, made
dreary to him by being banished
from the immediate presence of
God.

Men have enjoyed privileges from
that day to thig, in proportion to
their worthiness, through every
%nsml dispensation, thereby obtain-

ng a knowledge of God for them-
selves, not being left to the tradi-
tions of the fathers and to reason
alone. From time to time the Lord
raised r::s prophets. to whom he has
appeared, either himeself or by his
messengers, as to Abraham, Jacob,
Moses, Samuel, Isaiah, Jeremiah,
Ezekiel, and all the prophets from
the beginning, revealing his will
and making known his require-
ments, so that they have had a pos-
itive knowledge given to them of
God himself.

We claim that in this dispensa-
tion this key of knowledge has been
restored to man,and we stand upon
the same footing with the ancients,
and are not left in uncertainty or
doubt, the truth of the gospel being
confirmed upon our understandings
by inspiration and revelation from
God, “line upon line, and precept
upon precept,” until we have o
tained a knowledge of God, ““whom
to know i4 life eternal.”

The ordinances of the gospel have
been restored intheir purity. We
Enow why the law of sacrifice was
given to Adam. and how it is that
relics of the gospel are found among
the heathen.

When Jesus came and suffered,
“the just for the unjust,” he that
was without sin for him that had
sinned, and was Eul?eut. to the penal-
ty of the law which the sinner had
transgressed.the law of sacrifice was
fulfilled, and in the stead thereof he
gave another law, which we call the
“Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper,”
by which his life and mission, his
death and resurrection, the great
sacrifice he had offered for the re-
demption of man, should be kept
in everlasting remembrance, for
said he, **This do in remembrance
of me, for as often as ye eat this
bread, and drink of this cup, doye
show the Lord’s death till he come.”
Therefore this law is to us, what the
law of sacrifice was to those who
lived prior to the first coming of the
son of man, until he shall come

n. Therefore we must honor

and keep it sacredly, for there isa

penalty attached to its violation, as
we shall see by reading the words
of Paul; 1 Cor. 11; 27, 30.

“Wherefore whosoever shall rat 1ihis
bread and drink t/his cup of the Lord, un-
worthily, shall be guilty of the body and
blood of the Lord.

“But let & man examine himsell, and
g0 Jet him cat o that bread and drink of
tht eup.

“For he that eaieth and drinketh un-
worthily, eateth and drinketh damnation
to himself, not discerning the Lord's

body.
“For this cause many are weak and
gickly among you, and many sleep.”’

And it is even more plainly given

in the Book of Mormon, which 1
will read. Nephi 8th chapter, 9th

V., page 471.

“And now it came to pass thalt when
Jegna had gpoken these worde, he turned

| s ey again upon the disciples whom bo

but appeared to hhnimnt his angels | 1

bad chosen, and sald unto them, behold
verily, verily I eay unto you, I give unto
you another commandment, and then I
musi gounto my Father, that I may ful-
fill other commandments which he hath
given me. And now behold, this is the
commandment which I give unto yon,
that ye shall not suffer any one knowingly,
to partake of my fleeh and blood unwor-
thily, when ye shall minister it, for whoeo
ealeth and drinketh my flerkh and blood
unworthily, eateth and drinketh dam- |
nation to his sonl; therefore if ye know |
that 2 man is unworthy to eat and drink l
EE my flesh and blood, ye shall forhid
m."”

These are scme of the injune-
tions and commandments that are
given in relation to the partaking
of the Lord’s Supper. Now let us
be careful what we do, that we
may not incur the penalty affixed
to the transgression of this law, re-
membering that the ordinances
which has given are sacred and
binding, that his laws are in force,
especially upon all that have cov-
enanted with him in baptism, and
upon all unto whom they come,
whether they embrace them ornot,
as Jesus said, ““This is the condem-
nation of the world that light has
come into the world, but ye love
darkness rather than Jlight.”
Therefore all men will be held ac-
countable for the use they make of
the light which they possess. For
this reason we are commanded to
reach the gospel'unto every crea-
ture, that those who obey and are
baptized may be saved and those
who reject it may be condemned.

I bear my testimony to these
things. I know that Jum:]llh Nmith
was and is a prophet of the living
GGod, and President Young is also a
prophet of God, and that by inspir-

ation and revelation, and not of |4

man. God bless you and help us
to be faithful, is my prayer in the
name of Jesus, Amen.

BY TELEGRAPH.
EASTERN.

WASHINGTON, 16.—The President
has signed the pension and Indian
appropriation bills.

here are on the Speaker’s table
seventy-five Senate and House
bills with amendments waiting ac-
tion. The Senate is similarly
crowded, having the addition of
others of importance, including the
House bill for the distribution of the
Geneva award. Although only
two weeks remain of the present
Congress the time is considered
sufficient for the transaction of the
requisite publie business, besides
acting on the reports of the speeial
committees, including those affect-
ing the character of members of
Congress; also the reports in the
Caldwell, Claytonand New Orleans
cases. Both branches will meet an
hour earlier than heretofore, and
will alzo hold evening sessions. The
majority of the members of Con-
gress are opposed to an extra sess-
ion unless something extraordinary
and now unforeseen shall render
it necessary.

ATCHISON.—Two men of a party
of roughs, disturbing the peace at
Sargent, were shot by a saloon-
keeper. The party went to Dodge
City, where the vigilantes Kkilled
two more.

CINCINNATL—Heavy frauds, by
the conductors of the Pan Handle
Railroad, have been discovered: one
of them has been arrested.

NEW YORK, 17.—I1t is stated that
President Grant’s southern tour will
be of the greatest significance to
the people in that section. The
President contemplates starting on
the 20th of March, and he will be
accompanied by nearly all the Cah-
inet besides many distinguished
gentlemen, Senators, members of
' Congress and others. Richmond,
Va., will bethe first stopping place.
It is the President’s purpose to
make this the initial movement in
his next administration of an at-
tempt to barmonize the people of
the North and South. He will look
into the condition of the South
secially, and into the local govern-
ment of the States to be visited. At
Richmond and other places along
the line of his visit, preparations are
being made to give him'an enthus-
iastic reception.

The attorney general has sent the
postmaster general an opinion fo
the effect that the section of the
postal act which has been construed
by the postoflice department as
warranting the collection of double
postage on unpaid Jetters, is not in
accordance with the spirit of the
act. The attorney gencral plainly
says that only the amount of the

unpaid postage can be lawfl ully col-
lected,

NEW YORK, 15.—Robert Emmet,
son of Thomas Addis Emmet, the
Irish patriot, and nephew of the
celegrated Robert Emmet, died at
New Rochelle to-day. The deceased
had long been an eminent lawyer
in that city.

The text of Judge Davies’ decis-
ion, granting a writ of error and a
stay of pmcﬁedinﬁg in the case of
Stokes, says that the exceptionsaie
of such grave importance, and there
being a doubt as to the correctness
of one portion of the eharge to the

jury, it be came his duty to give the

prisoner an opportunity to present
them. The case will go to a full
bench of the Supreme Court for a
hearing. This will probably involve
a delay of a couple of months.

The ship American Congress, he-
lnnging to Grinnell & Merturn.
sailed hence for London on Decem-
ber 7th, and has not since been
heard from. She had a crew of 21,
and a cargo valued at $72,000, Her
owners think she is lost.

WESTERN.

Los ANGELES, 15.—There was a
full board at the special meeting of
the common eouncil on railroad
matters last night. A telegram was
read from Col. Hyde, agent of the
Southern Pacific, asking the council
to perfect the right of way in the
city. Measures were adopted to
complete the survey of the route
through the city forthwith, and the
speedy commencement of the rail-
road is luvoked for.

YREKA, Cal.,, 15.—From parties
who have arrived from the front
this evening, we learn that General
(Gillem bad established his head-
uarters at Dorris Ranche. A com-
any of artillery from Fort Stevens
ad arrived at headquarters, All was
quiet awaiting the arrival of the
peace commissioners. It has rained
considerable duripg the last few
days, making the roads bad, but of
vast benefit to both agricultural and
mining interests,

Procug, 15.—A large and enthu-
siastic meeting was held at the
Court House this evening, and re-
solutions were adopted, instructing
the Representatives in the Legisla-
ture from Lincoln county to pro-
cure the passage of an act authoriz-
ing the commissioners of the coun-
t{ to issue bonds to the amount of
three hundred and fifty thousand
dollars, and exchange the same for
stock in the Palisade, Eureka and
Pioche Railroad.

SAN DieGo, 15.—The Tuscon,
Arizona, Citizen of the Sth, has the
following:

“Private advicessay that the rail-
way engineers are making fine pro-

ress on the preliminary liae now be-
ing extended up the Gila from the
Colorado River. The party is nearly
one hundred miles this side of Yu-
ma.

“About a week ago James Beatty
was Killed by a man unknown to us,
at Whitlow’s station. on Salt River.
below McDowell. The report is
that the trouble began in a wordy
dispute. Beatty made the first move
to shoot and got the worst of it, the
other not getting hurt; but he sur-
rendered himself. for examination
at Pheenix. About the same time
one Mexican killed another in a
dance house in Phoenix, as is repor-
ted. in a most cold blooded and ¢cow-
ardly manner. The murderer is in
jail at Pheenix.

““A resident on the Cochise reser-
vation says that from what he hears
and sees he is still hopeful that the
}.u'emnt- peace will be kept by that
and which so long was a terror Lo
everybody whose business made it
necessary for them to reside away
from towns, or to live in this sec-
tion.

“The Borderer has news that the
tTimnn}tiu has caused a stoppage of
the mails in Texas eastward from
El Paso.”

EUROPEAN.

PARIS.—L* Univers, a Legitimist
organ, contradicts the report that a
reconciliation has been eflected be-
tween the two branches of the
House of Bourbon; it asserts that
nothing has been done towards a
union.

MADRID, 15.—Among the meas-

ures contemplated by the ministry
are the separation of Church and
Stateand the appointment of judges
for life.
Castellar, in a despateh acknow-
ledging the receipt of congratula-
tion from the South Americans in
Paris, says they must cease to sup-
ort the Cuban Separatists, now
hat Cuba is under a Republicau
Government. *

Salteron, mimster of justice, will
present a hill for the abblition of

capilal punishipent.



