
THE DESERET WEEKLY
the patent it laIs now in the united
states supreme court and will neces-
sarily perish through inanition noth-
ing to live on it thus amounts to a
postmortempod mortem victory for tbthee monopoly

we are advised that another tele-
phone patent will expire next year
Cbutut even then the field will not be
open torfor free competition while
what toie known as the berliner patent
continues in force the opportunity of
others to compete with the bell com-
pany will be limited emil berlinerBerli oer
applied in 1877 for a patent on a micro
photahoi e transmitter the bell telephone
Isi of high utility as a receiver the
berliner microphone is an excel-
lent transmitter and the two form
a complete system the berliner
Juveninventiontion was bought by the bell
companycompan in 1878 the application
for a patent was suffered to remain in
abeyance for nearly fourteen years
during which interval it is charged
that the drawings and models were
surreptitiously altered finally in 1891
the patent was issued and unless court
proceedings are more successful than
they gereinwere in the bell case half the
telephone invention will remain pro-
tected by a patent until 1908 it should
be known in this connection how-
ever that the government has a suit
anpendingdlng coset aside this patent for seve-
ral r ason sand congress will be asked
for a special law giving the casecame pre-
cedence in the supreme court penpend-
ing

d-
ing which the free telephonic compe-
tition which many looked for with the
expiration of the bell patent is not
likely to be enjoyed

A LEGAL QUESTION

the is requested to answer
the following question

itif a9 man after being disfranchised by
the edmunds tucker act takes advan-
tage of the late amnesty can he be ap-
pointed to fill a vacancy in the board of
an incorporated town when he is not a
registered voter

yesyep if be Isia otherwise qualified
his right to register brings him for
the purpose named within the re

of the law whether beas
in fact registered or not it is some
WIDEthine like the casecape of a man having
property on chihh he has paid no taxes
through the failure of the assessor and
collector to call on him or because he
moved in alterafter one and before another

ment and collection the courts
hold that bobe is a taxpayer within the
meaning of the law

FORGETFUL AND HASTY

the herald must havehare been taking
a bath in a lethean spring or surely
in itsite zeal to adecapitate the entire arrayI1

of federal officials in this territory it
would not have run counter to its
previousions statement as it did inim yester-
day mornings issue the list of those
men whom stalks the heads-
man

ht ads
311 as our would

fain have us believe with the
dates when their terms olof office will
run out are not the same as they were
a few months ago immediately after
the great election aben the spoils of
the democratic victory were being
parceled out before the field was takertaken
the list was not correct then as88 bbown
by the NEWS at the time and it tois notdot

correct now but it does not agree with
itself assituatedsita ted very few items in the
latter case even approaching correct-
ness the heraldherad notably cut off gover-
nor thomas chief justice zanes add
secretary sellsbells official lives by nearly
halthalf a year andaad in consideration of
the presidents promise to appoint no
successors during such life this is a
matter of some little importance at
least to them

the political feature of the case is
nothing at all to this paperpacer neither is
the personnel so long as the office
holders are impartial faithful and
capable it matters not whether their
names are brown or jones nordor
whether theyy are democrats republi-
cans populistslists or independents the
political shading of any man or meas-
ure does not amount to much here at
present where other things are para-
mount before going far and wide
with a political mania following as
we may say the changes of the moon
in our desire to secure new in
which to place the govern-
ments commissions let us see
to it that sill11ll the fences
which guard our material well being
are in place and in order it did not
occur to anybody to ask what mr
greens political preferences were be-
cause we presume nobody oaredcared par-
ticularlyticul arly the plant which we lookloofe
for at his hands willwid be no better
because be is a democrat and no
worse because he is a republican it
is not a political matter at all neither
as we of utah ought to look at it tois the
other we have beerbeen the recipients olof
good bad and indifferent treatment
from both democrats and republicans
more of either from the latter per-
haps because they have been in power
longer and we have been able to find
out to our complete satisfaction that it
is notdot so80 much the political principles
of meumei as the men themselves that we
have to depend upon with the
present officials there is but
little fault to be fund there
has been more or lesslees friction at times
with nearly all of them but we
natural result of friction is eventual
smoothness both sides losing so much
of their rough and superfluous surface
as makes it otherwise undoubtedly
there will be changes sooner or later
and within a twelvemonth perhaps the
entire list will show new faces iuin the
positions very well we will make
the newcomers welcome and endeavor
to instantly recognize every point of
merit neither exaggerating nor dis-
counting it because of the politics of
the one in whom it appears

meantime let us not hurryburry those
who are here away prematurely we

do it if we wanted to but the
NEWS want to even if asaa
our seems to think their
presence is an evil it tois still better to
remember the shakespeareanpearean precept
and retain the ills we have than fly to
others that we know not of

TO WRITE THEIR OWN HISTORY

the united confederate veterans Is
the name of a southern society whose
object is the perpetuation of the history
of the south from that sideaide of the line
A meeting of the society was recently
held in new orleans and an adjourn-
ment taken to Atalabama

in july at which time the historian
will be chosen it waswag also decided
that each camp or division should
appoint a special secretary whose duty
it would be to take care of historical
papers and documents lieutenant
general E kirby smith presided
nicholsoncholsonNl of the lousiana state uni-
versityversity acted as secretary and protprof
alonzo hill of tuscaloosa and gen
D S lee of mississippi were the
other memembersbers present by special
invitation colonel william preston
johnson of tulane university par

in the deliberations the
defects of recent histories oroi the united
states were pointed out and the fol-
lowing resolutions explaining the ob
eject of the work were then adopted

first to devise and suggest the best
plan of securing a general history of theethe
united states which shall be non parti
sanan 1 but shall give special prominence to
southernou thern literature and the causes which
led to the war between the states the war
itself and the period since the war

second to select such of existing
school histories as are truthful and just
in their statements in reference to the
causes and facts of the late war and
recommend the same for use in all our
schools in order of preference if possi-
ble and practical

third to designate such existing text
books of the history as are objectionable
in the sense of their being unfair and un-
just in their statement in reference to the
causes and facts of the late war

it also decided that histories and
other school books that deal fairly with
all questions north and south be
used in places of instruction that the
achievements and motives of the
southern people be made known and
perpetuated from all this it seemaseeing
that the ex confederate while will
ing that both sides have a hearingbearing ateare
impressed with the idea that they oancart
and will tell the story of the south
better than others have told it for
them

eucharistic CONGRESS

jerusalem is every year and par-
ticularlyticul arly at fastereaster crowded with pil-
grims9 rime from catholic untriedc who
come to worship atac the traditional
sacred places but this year the
city of david will receive auan unusually
large crowd of devotees owing
to the fact that the so called
congress is to convene at that place
travelers from almost all parts of the
world will meet on this occasion and
their meeting is likely to be a memor-
able one

the eucharistic congress is an
assemblage of catholic clergymen and
layjay members who met for the pur
Pposeose of partaking of the lordlordsIs supper
the idea was first conceived by a
couple of french ladlesladies the first
sasacramental congress was held in
lille others followed in avignon
fribourg liege toulouse paris and
antwerp leo XIII has especially
expressed his delight at the idea of
having one convene in the capital of
the holy land the delegatesdeede gates will
start iromfrom marseilles on april
they will spend five days in rome
and on arriving in the holy land
they will journey on to nazareth the
sessions orof this congress will be held
in jerusalem and will be presided over
by the patriarch of Jerusajerusalemiem most
rev piali


