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S COMMENTS.

THE WiR WITH SPAIY

Letter on the Subject from the First Presi-
dency 1o Governor Wells— Lalter-day Saints
Should Respond with Alacrity to the Gov-
ernment’s Call,

Executive Office.
Salt Lake City, Utah, April 28, 13898,
To the Editor:

I am in receipt of theaccompanying let-
ter from the First Presidency of the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints, which I should be pleased to
have you publish,

Very respectfully,
HEBER M. WELLS, Govenor.

Office of the First Presidency of the

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
-day Salnts,

y Balt Lake City, Utah,

t 2 April 28, 1898

"Hon. Heber M. Wells, Governor of the
State of Utah:

Dear Governor—We have read with
much interest your proclamation to the
people of our State, in which you call,
in response to the proclamation of the
Preslident of the United States, for the
-enlistment of 500 men to furnish Utah's
qguota of the 125,000 voluntcers called
for by the Presidemt to serve In the
:army of the United States for two
“years.

The people whom we represent are
lovers of peace, and would do anything
in thelr power, consistent with honor
and the patrlotic duty which every citl-
zen owes to his country, to avert war
and its dreadful traln of consequences.
RBecause of this feeling we have been
led to admire the course which haa
been takén by Presldent McKinley
throughout this Spanish imbroglio, and
-we have hoped that his efforts to pre-
.serve peace between the two countries
would result in success.

But war has been declared, and we
have It to meet. Our citizens are called
upon to enlist, and Utah is asked to
furnish cavalry and batteries of artll-
lery approximating 600 men.

We trust that the citizenz of Utah
-who are Latter-day Saints will be
found ready to respond with alacrity
to this call which i made upon our
There was a time In the paat

State,
when we were called upon, as a re-
niglous organization, to make a far

greater sacrifice than this, under cir-
<cumstances that were exceedingly
painful. Then there was no hesita-
tion; but upwards of one-third of the
men of suitable age formed a battal-
ton of 500, ieft the camp and vol-
unteered to take part in the Mexlcan
war., In illze manner there should be
no hesitation now; and we sincerely
trust that your, recruiting officers will
find our co-religlonsts as ready now
40 enlist and march to the defense of

thelr country as their fathers were in
the days to which we rcfer.

Trusting that you will be emlnently
succeasful In raising Utah’s proper
quota of volunteers, and praying that
the Almlghty will protect our nation In
the hour of trial and assist us In our
battles for humanity and right, we
remain. Very respectfully,

WILFORD WOODRUFF,
GEO. Q. CANNON,
JO8 F. SMITH,
Flrst Pregidency of the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints.

FIRST FIGHT WON.

A stirring item appears In the tele-
graphic columns of the “News' today,
rendered more 50 because of Its de-
parture from the class of information
we have previously recelved. Since the

troubles leading up to the war and the
war itself began, the events reported
have hardly kept pace with public
antlcipation, while the fact that hos-
tilities had really commenced made the
majority of people anxious to hear of a
decislve engagement somewhere. Cap-
tures have become commonplace by
reason of {frequency, the shifting of
fleets, squadrons and ships were only
notes of preparation tending to sharpen
the appetite instead of appeasing it
and all other things in that connectlon
became insufferably tame. The average
reader had got to exclaiming, as
Hamlet did to Laertes, "I pray you
pass with yvour best vlolence.” Well, it
is to be hoped he has found gratiflca-
tion to some extent at last.

According to the accounts furnished,
the Spaniards have succeeded in draw-
ing our fire and In getting a foretaste
of the flighting quality which ia arrayed
against them. At Matanzas yeaterday a
shot was fired from the fortlfied posi-
tion of the Spanish; It was aimed at
the big bhattieship New York, but did
no cxecution whatever. Drawing nearer
s0 a8 to get & good range and thereby
giving the enemy a better chance, the

'New York and the two others compos-

‘ing the blockading force returned the
compliment with interest in the shape
of a fusilade of bombshells. Quite an
active fire was kept up for about
elghteen minutes, at the end of which
time the fortifications were In ruins,
every shot from our side having taken
effect. No fatalities are so far reported,
but it 18 hardly probable that, with
g0 much destruction accomplished, no
one was hurt; Indeed. it is believed that
many BSpaniards were kilied.

Another ‘dispatch glves the Spanish
aide of -the:affalr as recelved at Madrid.
It was that the fight lasted an hour
and the Americans were compelled to
retreat! That they did withdraw ia
equlivalent to saying that a man goes
home When he Is through with the busi-
ness of the day. The SBpanlards began
the fight and the Americans closed it.
having sllenced everythinc on shore
and placed the forta on either slde of
the bay completely hors du combat;
then, waliting In vain a reasonable time
for the Spanish to resume offensive
operations, the ships went back to
where they were originally sent and
from whence they had not emerged but
for being called forth by the necessi-
ties of the case.

It was a complete American victory,
Fall the more gratifying because fore-
shadowing the kind of work our forces
wlll do when once they are ‘''turned
loose.” It should he remembered that

no general nrders to fight except In re-

ply or retaliation have yet been lssued-
when such are glven out, there will he
some hard fighting or some fast rup.
ning. and perhaps both, between the
American coast and that of Spaln.

THE CAPTURE OF BSHIPS.

Ho far the damage done to shipping
as a result of the war is chiefly on the
Spanish side, But posslbly the news go¢

the explolts of the enemy does not reach
us with the same precislon aa that of
a more &greeable nature. The Unitegd
States has quite a large mercantile
fieet. It Is estimated that about sevep.
ty-five salls are due to pass the Cape
Verde Islands or the Canaries at thig
time, and it would be strange shoulg
not some of these fall into the handg
of the enemy.

The bulk of our merchant marine ig
engaged in the coast trade. Officla] rg.
ports glve the number as 22,633 vesgely
with a tonpage of 4,769,020. The tonnage
of the Atlantic and Gulf coasts ig g .
647,769. There are 6599 steamboats, of
which 1,776 fioat in the lakea. New York
state owns a fleet of 4,557 vessels apq
Maine 1,871 Steel and lron vessels pum.
ber 1,023, of 1,207,222 tons burden. Em.
ployed in this carrying navy uare 72,000
seamen, 22,500 of whom are Amer[ca'n.s

In view of the possible damage Bpan.
Ish privateers or auxiliary cruiserg
may do to this shipplng, it would seem
to be of utmost importance to capture
all the coallng statlons and bases of
supply and to take enough of the yaq_
gels of the enemy and their cargoes to
pay for the eventual losses of the
American merchant marine.

UUR RESOURCES MUST DE FOSTERED,

The public mind Is 30 nearly monopg-
lized by wars and rumors thereof that
other matters arc doubtless In many

cases recelving less attention than they
ought. It is quite excusable to take
the fullest Interest In our troubles
with Spatn and every development that
occurs, as well as to watch and he
posted regarding the more or less g|n.
later actions of some of the other na.
tions; but it by np means follows that
local and material intereats are to phe
pernitted to take care of themeselveg
for this means that they would {pn-
evitably fall to the ground, some of
them to Tiae no more,

Utah 1l one of the wealthlest states
4n its natural resources, developed anpd
undeveloped, In the Union. What it
can do and Is doing as a producer of
the things most needful to man s by
no means a problem or even an unde-
termined quantity; and reasoning
from this and gulded by new develop-
menta which are of dally ocCurreace,
It is quite justifiable to say that but
a very small fraction of our State's
possibilities In the directlon spoken of
are known or even estimated. These
gifta of nature are for the sustenance,
the improvement and the upbuilding
of our race, but unless the hard hand
of labor, directed by sklll and backed
by enterprise, be applied, such intended
benefits might as weil have no ex-
{stenee at all. It is not what we have
‘but the use to which it is put that
counts to our profit, and while all or
a considerable portion cannot be util-
1zed or even brought forth all at onde,
it remalins & fact that much more than
is done could be, and thia too without

| ruch for many years,
]

drawing very largely on what we =al-
.ready have In possesslon.

One pressing need that has been
and {8 even
now as decldedly In a statu-quo con-

i dition as when the project was in its

infancy. Is the butlding and equip-
ment for tmmediate service of a rail-
way to Deep Creek. Qccasrionally a
apasmodle start is made, Some new
ground is broken, some expense {which



