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than In the summer time is generally
approved. Let the county schgols fall
into line, too.

GIVE THANKS UNTO THHE

LOKD.

Thanksgiving day In the history of
the American nation often has marked
the culmination of great evemwts, but

never more so tham this year. As
pointed out in the President’s procla-
matkon, “few years ln our history have
afforded such cause for lhanksgiving
as this. We have been blessed by
abundant harvests, our trade and com-
merce hrave been wonderfully increased,
wur publle credit has been Fmproved
and strengthemed, all sections of our
common coumiry have been brought to-
gether und knibted into closer bonds of
natkonal purpose and unlity.”

Iy addition to this the war clouds
have ‘heen @ispersed, and 1in the bright
Hght of peace, the American people
stand forth in glory among +the na-
tions of the earth as the victorious
champlions of the cause 0f humanlty
and the dispensers of justice. It is Im-
possible wo review the events of this
year without profound gratitude to the
suypreme Ruler of nations for the manit-
festations of His power 1n the achieve-
ments of American patriots and heroes,

It is eminently proper to have a day
aset apam on which especlally to re-
member and ackmowledge the poodness
and mercy of God. The sipnificance of
sisch a day should not be allowed o
become lost. Ft 'would be a good deal
hetter to0 go back +0 ithe old-fashioned
notions of “thanksgiving” than to con-
vert the day dnto one of sport amd
rowdylism.

To a great many of ocur readers the
contemplation of God's dealings with
His people In the past is a source of
Joy and spiritual strepgth. As In an-
cient times the devoted worshlper at
the altar of Jehovah was directed to
see I the wonderful works of the Al-
mighty during past dribulations a
pledge of future victories and flnal tr-
umph over all epmity, so the faithful
Satnt In every age will find in past ex-
periences encouragement and strength.
It they, figuratively speaking, have
seen the waves of the sea fall back be-
fore them; the hard rock give water,
and sweet manna gather during the
night: if they have deen the intended
curse of Balaam turn into a blessing
and the armies flee before the invisible
hosts of heaven, they cannst but look
fne the future with perfect tranquility
and peace, a3 long as they remaln
falthful to their God. They know for
themselves that ‘happy i3 he that
hath the God of Jacob for his help,
whose hope Is In the Iord, his God;
which made heaven and earth, the sea
and all that therein 1s: which keepeth
truth forever.” They know tthat ‘“the
Lord shall reign forever, even ithy God,
O Zion, unto all generations.” Psalm
146.

A RUPTURE OR A CONCLUSION?

The news from Paris, 5o far as re-
ceived, is of importance. It I3 jn effect
that the United States commissioners

have oifered the Spaniards $20,000,000 as
a sedtlement in full for the cession of
the Philtppines; this to be tn lieu of all
things else, indemnity for public or
private losses since the ourtbreak of the
last Cuban insurrectlén 4o be waived,
and In short all things Involved In the
dispute to be closed up and out with the
ceasion and the payment. One week’s
time is glven for 8paln’s reply.

This would seem to be deflnite enough
and poluting to a satlsfactory and an
early conclusign of the commission’s )a-
bors; but on the heels of the dispateh
noted conies a bulletin announcing that
President Rlos, of the Spanish commis-

sjoners, hasg refused to continue 'thel
negotiations. Whether this means that
he Is acting on hlis own account and
will take no further personal action, or
that he acts In behalf of his colleagues
as well as himself and thelr officiat la-
bors are at an end, s not yet known;
if the former, it may not be a matter
of much concern, but if the latter it
i3 very slgnificant, and may precipilate
new and grave issues Into the situation,

If the Spanish peace commlssioners
refuse to continue the negotiations, they
must take the ground that the offer of
the United States regarding the Philip-
pines is unacceptable. In thls coun-
try the offer is generally considered a
liheral one.

By the peace protocol, our government
evidently acknowledged the fact that
Spain’s rights in the Phllippines were
different from those In the West In-
dian islands, and that it would be the
business of the commissioners to
define those rights, as well as those of
the United States. Qur commissioners
have done 80, and the result s that
Spafn has been offered a large sum of
money ae an equivalent for her fmprove-
ments in the archipelago. In view of the
fact that 8pain actually has lost con-
trol over the islands and that she can-
not hope to hold them against the na-
vlves, and certainly not against any Eu-
ropean power that may take a fancy to
them, the proposition of the Uthited
States to buy them at a reascnable
price must be considered a llberal one.

The position of the Spanish Peace
commissioners, however, 1s a most dif-
ficult one. They must take Spanish
unenitghtened publle opinlan into con-
sidermalion and make a brave stand,
possibly to save themselves. The final
outcome will be the acceptance of our
terms.

The Cuban debt Iz entirely different
from the Philipplne question. With re-
gard to <Cuba the Unifed States has
boirnd itself not to assume sovereignty,
and' can, consequently, not assume fi-
nancial responsibilities. Besides, our
government having waived it8 undenia-
bie right to enforce a war indemnity
canhot be expected to wesume a debt,
which would mean ¢o pay an indemnity
‘o the vanquished mattom. On this point
there can be no discussion between the
representatives of the two countries.

MThe next question is, what will 8pain
do? Are the negotiations to ‘be con-
tinued through the French minister in
Washington? Or, does the 8panish gov-
ernment prefer to sign the terms of
peace after a bombardment of the
Spanish coast clities by an American
squadron? Spain seems to have forgot-
ten the Maine entirely, but she should
not also forget that her own interests
demand peace on almost any cendition.

NO “"MOHRMON" CONSPIRALY.

Rumors have been circulated in Ore-
gon that Mormons are preparing to es-
tablish heavy settlements in that state,
and that the La Grande sugar factory

heginning of such a scheme. These |
i-i::u]):sglre dgnied in an artlele publish-
ed in the Portland Evening Telegram.
The “News' has been requested to pub-
lish the article, It says in part:

“phig undertaking at La Grande is
one of great Interest and value, not only
to that locallty, but to the whole state
of Oregon, and not only is It unfair to
its promoters but it is injurious to the
interests of the state to endeavor to
prejudlce the public mind agalnst men
who come |nto Oregon to prosecuirte im-
portant industrial enterprises on any
rellgious grounds.

“Mormons will never come Into Ore-
gon, or into any part of Oregon, in such
numbers as to constitute any political
power, or any noticeable power, clvilly
or socially. That Is, we shall never
have in Oregon any distinctlvely Mor-

mon communlties. But men who are
Mormons In thelr religlous falth, or
known as such, may Ww: or may become
important alds In our industrial devel-
opment; and men who can do such
things as have been set on foot at La
Grande ought to be welcomed in Ore-
gon, no matter what thelr religlous as-
soclations may be, If Mormons come
into Oregon and buy land, grow wheat,
rear sheep and cattle, and In other ways
add 1o the productive wealth of the
stale, they will do good; and there is no
reason to fear that we shall get too
many of them.’"

We have no further information re-
garding the enterprise referred to, but
the wiews of the contributor to the
Evening Telegram can be indorsed.
People who come into any siate with
Industrial enterprises ought to be en-
couraged, no matter what their religlous
views are, as long as they are law-abid-
ing citizens. It is the element that llves
on strife, and consequently is Interested
In stirring up strife continually, that Is
the enemy of any community.

DEAD TOGETIER.

John W. Keeley, the inventor, who
died In Philadelphia on the 18th, was
clther the most unsubstantial among
the vislonarles of ihe.day, a cunning
Impostor, or 4 man of such profound
thought and vast research that the
children of men could not keep pace
with him. Of his alleged discoveries
the only one that became consplcuous,
and It almost enbtirely by the volumin-
ous newspaper comment and prodding,

what was known as the Keeley
motor. This was claimed to be a prin-
ciple by means of which a high degree
of propulsive pressure could be ob-
talned through a wvolatile ether ex-
tracted from cold water, and upon it
many years and thousands of dollars
fromy the credulous and speculative who
were “let in on the ground floor” were
apent.

The first public exhibition of the
motor took place on the I0th of No-
vember, I874, before a gathering of
sclentists and investors, who then ad-
vanced $100,006 ta enable him to perfect
his plans and make a practical appli-
cation of the principle then apparently
made partly manifest. Since that
time work has gone on wlth tolerable
steadinesas. One design after another
was taken up and discarded untfl some-
thing like I30 all told had been thus
digposed of. The Keeley Mator com-
pany wa$ incorporated, and when
funds were needed, as they seemed to
have been very frequently, {t was only
necessary €0 levy an assessment, the
ground having previously been pre-

ared by means of an exhibition dis-
closing some new feature or additional
stage ol progress.

50 it went on to the end, and but for
the recent complete substliution of a
new principle entirely would have been
somewhat monotonous toward the last.
The vibratory forces. of the alr were
to take the place of the occulted
power resldent jn water—probably diaq
80 830 far as the world knows or results
showed—for the motor never performed
any work or returned o cent out of the
vast sums of money expended upon if,
or at least upon its inventor. Among
the victims who were most prominent
waa the well known society woman,
Mrs. Bloomfield Moore, who [nvested
heavily in the enterprise; and whether
she l10oked with regret aor approval up-
on the Imprisonment of Keeley, whieh
took piace in 1888 for contempt of court
in refusing to disclose his secret, is
not known.

Undoubtedly there was something in
the discovery made by Keeley, and al-



