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ffortheor the irthtruth abd the gobgosgo pepselysells skishisakebake weve are na
worthy celestial glory what is therethele of anA
earthly nature even though dear to thatthit
we cannot live without so we have that which
will sustain nature and enable uaus toperto performform
the duties and labors resting upon us with
the exception named I1 do not know of any-
thing

I1 cancn let you all
ID
go ep far as I1 may iebe re-

quired I1 do not known w that I1 ever thouthoughtlit
enough of tobacco tea snutsnub or anythingany thin elseelbease
of that description to altar the natural traits
of my character myaly passions must be in
subjection to my spirit perhaps I1 am not

k possessed of such ungovernable passions as
manymanwarema pare but let our passions be as they
layfma the whole man must be the servant orof
ththatt being who giveselves us life we need to
talk with each other pray with each other
ahlaha incourageencourage each other until our spirits
have overcome all propensities to evil do
you understand what I1 havebave often taught you
2as plainly as my landagelanguage will permit me the
warfare pertaining to40 the spirits of the chil-
dren of men while in the flesh the spirit is
pure and holy uuponon its entrance into the taber
naclenacie and ootGOTgojgod by the power of his spirit
operates upon it but the flesh and no more

Jsis unholy and here are the holy and the un-
holy united which shall be the master let
theithe spirit that comes from the eternal world
which at the outset is pure and holy with the
influence godgoa gives to it master all the pas-
sions of the bodhodbolybody and bring it under subjection
to the will of christkristirist that course makes us

saintssaints
J 1 I havehaie flattered myself if I1 am as faithful
as I1 know how to be to my god and my
brbrethrenethren and to all myray covenants and faithfulfaithau
inih the discharge of my duty when I1 have
lived to be as old as was moses when the
lord appeared to him that perhaps I1 may
then hold communion with the lord as did
closesivlivioses I1 am not now in that position though
1I1 know much more than I1 did twenty tenoten orr
five years ago but have I1 yet lived to the
state of perfection that ican commune in per-
son with the father and the son at my will
and pleasure no though I1 hold myself in

readiness that he can wield me at his will
landrand pleasure if I1 am faithful until I1 am
eighty years of age perhaps the lord will
appear toto me and personally dictate me in the
management of his church and people A
little over twenty yearsears and if I1 am faithful
perhaps I1 will obobtainainaln that favor with my
fatherleather and god

I1 am not to obtain this privilege at once or
in a moment true joseph smith in his
youth had revelations from god he saw and
understood fortor himself are you acquainted

t withavith his life you can read the history of it
I1 was acquainted with him during many years
he had heavenly visions angels administered
to him the vision of his mind was opened to
see and understand heavenly things he reveal
edthe will of the lord to the people and yet
bilatut few were really acquainted with brother
josephjseph ilehe had all the weaknesses a man
could have when the vision was not upon hirrbin

when he was left to himself ilehe waswa s con-
stituted like other merlmeo and would have re
qtquirenelrd years and years longer in the flesh to
bebecomecorne a mosesallones in allail11 thingthings Forthefor the length
of time he lived he was as good a man as
ever lived in the flesh jesus excepted it was
BOso ordered that a man has to live and gain by
his experience that knowledge and wisdom
and that degree of stability in his character
that will present him favorablyfavofavorablyrabi to the heaven
ly hosts at all times and underunter all circum-
stances let us then resolve and act upon the
principle of constant improvement

As to doing any better than I1 have done I1
havewave to know more and so have you you
have done as well as you knew how this is
a matter of rejoicing to me and thoughtho h we
are still far from being perfect theuthe latteriatterfatter
day saints are not far from a deep desire to
be perfect they are far from being what
they should be but they are not far from an
abiding desire to be what they should be but
have you so trained yourselves as to be able
to say for instance that if the potatoes you
have planted yield abundantly well and if
they do not that is just as well can you
feel to say that in all sincerity can you say
after you have prepared the ground cast in
the wheat watered it and taken good care of
it and then found the crop destroyed by
blight or smut well all right can you
honestly say so if you cannot you have not
schooled your hearts to what you should havehave
done to learn that it is god alone who giveseves
the increase we can plow we can plant
sow waterwatery and tend because weire are ordained
to do these things but ho man on the earth is
orordained to give the increase

it is for us to frame our acts we shape
our lives we do this that and the other
agreeably with the best knowledge we have
but do we produce the results of our acts
we do not the lord controls the results of

s ithethe acts of all nations under heaven he
casts down a throne here and sets up another

4 yonder brings forth a nation out of obscurity
and causes the most powerfulpowersul nations to crum-
ble to dust we have this to learn and to
study and learn ourselves and to contronecontrole our
ownon dispositions and passions so that when
wee see others out of the way we can have
compassion on them and say thank the
lord we have not been suffered to go astray
and give way to our passions the merciful

f man shall find mercy when a man designed
ly does wrong he ought to be chastchastisedused for
tthatat wrong receivereceivinginginqi accodaccordingcling to hishia works
if a man does aroniwrong through

q
ignorance and

manifests sincere sorrow the wrong he is
the one whom we should forgive seventy times

i inain a day if necessary and not the one who
hasbaa designedly donodone wrong and repents not

it 19i hortor us to ed livelive thattlAtourour lives wilfo 1

come sweet and more prepreciousbiousblous than gold dr
silver and our one with trothSrdotheriotherer i

may it increase ihift all the sublimity aniahiana
heights and depths at consolation known only
to those who are truly united on the earth by
interests and bonds that are herhal

may the lord bless you forfai evermore
amen

are the latter day saints loyal to the
VU S Govgovernmentemment I1
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EDITOR OF THE DESERET NEWS

DEAR SIR it has been my desire for some
time past to write an article on the loyalty of
the latter day saints to the government and
constitution of the united states lucidlucia ar-
ticles have been written to disabuse the public
mind in relation to the policy pursued by the
church of jesus christ of latter day saints
from time to time still the hue and cry is
raised against us oiof alienation and secession
fromrom those principles and from that constitut-
ion which are as dear to the great majority
of this community as life itself

that such abadeaan idea should have gained pre-
valence and ever and anon been reiterated
from state to state and become the theme of
declamation almost throughout the whole na-
ion

nat-
ionlon is singular indeed and is one of those de-
lusions into which public opinion often lead
the multitude

I1 fearlessly make the assertion that no body
gooj peopeoplepitepile in the american union have proven
themselvesemsee ves more devoted to their country nor
evinced a stronger attachment to the liberal
and godgodlikelikeilke principles set forth in the de-
clarationcl of independence articles of confed-
eration and federal constitution than the
latter day saints

religious prejudices as past history abun-
dantly establishes have been the most bitter
deep rooted and unrelenting with which the
human heart has ever been corroded trans-
forming noble sentiments virtuous actionsactions and
the purest emotions into doctrines practices
and worship of devils did not history so ful-
ly sustain the allegation it mimightht be question-
ed that civilized and intelligent mankind
should thus be blinded but from age to age
the evidence furnished is so abundant that it
cannot be ginglngainsaysayedbayedcd

theile experience of the latter day saints cor-
roboratesro that of all relirellreligiousiouslous reformers since
the days of martin lutrenluttenluther who have all ex-
periencedperien ced in turn the sad effects of opposition
prejudice contumely and persecution but
inmanyany sects have outlived it prospered and
become popularcopular aafter wading through the
most fiery ordeals

while I1 write on this subject I1 am not ig-
norant of the fact that many have become so
envenomed against the saints that however
much evidence might be adduced in favor of
the position I1 have taken it matters not
their overthrow and destruction have beebeenn
decreed in the hearts of their enemies irrevo-
cably and however unjustifiable the means
adopted the end must be accomplished

that our belief with regard to earthly gogov-
ernmentsernments and laws in general might not bee
misinterpreted nor misunderstood 21 it was
thought proper in the infancy of the church
to write a minute and explicit article on thetha
subject which forms an entire section in the
book of doctrine and covenants

the position of the latter day saints as a
rellrelireligiousriouselous commacommunityanity is therein elearlyclearly statstateded
enjoining loyalty upon its members to every
government under which they reside while
protected in their inherent and inalienable
rights by the laws of such governments and
declaring that sedition and rebellion in every
citizen thus protected are wrong and should
be punished

does the past history of the saints corres-
pond with the above platform and have their
actions writings and teachings sustained it

the flood of testimony that might be ad-
duced to prove the affirmative would fill a vol-
ume in this communication I1 can only cur-
sorily gglance1 ance at a few items bommencommended71ed to
the consideration of those in search of true
information on the subject

in 1841 elder orson hyde a prominent
leader in the church was sent on a mission to
jerusalem after an absence of some time
from his family and country and in the course
of hihisI1 s peregrinations through europe he wrote
to his friends in america thus

1I never knew that I1 was in reality an
american until I1 walked out one fine morning
in rotterdam along the wharf where many
ships lay in the waters of the rhine sudden-
ly my eye caught a broad pennant floating in
a gentle breeze over the stern of a fine rshiphI1P aatt
half mizzenmastmizzen mast and when I1 sawavra v the wideidelae
spread eagle perched on her banner with the
stripes and stars under which our fathers
were led to conquest and victory my heart
leaped into my mouth a flood of tears burst
from my eyes and before reflection could ma-
ture a sentence my mouth involuntarily gave
utterance to these words I1 AMalit AN AMERICANamericanaAmERIamerl canaCANT

to see the flag of ones country in a strange
land and floating upon strange waters pro-
duces feelings talichwhich none can know except
those who experience them I1 can now say
that I1 am an american while at home the
warmth and fire of the american spirit layla in
silent slumber in my bosom but the winds of
foreign climesdimes have fanned it into a flame

it is said if we wish to find the true ffeel-
ings

eel
of a people pursue the effusions of their

bards scan the muse for there will be found
the innate sentiments of the heart the natur-
al overflow ingsinga of patriotism or the invectives
of disloyalty I1

onoi the deathheath ofa william if marrisongarrison pre-
sident

re-
sident of the united states in 1841 the musemouse
sang thus

why flaws that strain of deep sympathy
Coludiodiuolobiasibiabla mourns a great
what Is13 that sorrowforrow ITIs a countiescountcounti rysys grief
earths favored nation mourns her highest chief
whomho like the morning only ushered forth
then disappeardisappearedld to shinechine no more on earth

our count rys genius ever wont to soar
liasilas neternever bowed to grief like thier before
alsris true she mourad a favrifavritste washington
kurfirstnerher alfet born chieftain and a madison
munroe and adams and a jefferson
but their high offices were suppliedre
theyihei left the halishalls of congress ere they died
thythey closed their services and bad retiredrid
and in retirements soft repose

batbut this bereavement comes with heavier tread
and from the nation takes her acting headybeadyhead
whom a treefree peoples storage on high
to guide her helmbelm beneath a threatthreateningning sky
death alad an arrow at her highest trust
and laid the choice of millions in the datadnet
spread wilwllwilberdberd hopes and papalsied prospects round
and into sorrow change the festive sound
columbianColum bias willows now are bending low
our countrys tears in liberal torrents flow

weep weep columbia teartears swill grace thee nowBOW

while grief lies heavy on thy aching browbrow
weilwell may thy children now unite to spread
A wreath of sorrow oereeroer the herosneros head
unite to mourn our count rys chieftain gone

the honconordhonordorld lovd lamented harrisonharr lsonison

and bow submissive neathneata the chaE rod
I1

and humbly own the mighty band of god

in january 1846 when the whole church
was about IQ be expelled from the sovereign
state of illinois whenhen gov ford declared
that popular prejudice was so universal in that
state against us as a religious sect that to
use his own words public opinion was not
inclined to do us common justice and that he
could not protect uslis with any militia the state
might furnish and when about to pass throy
one of the severest trial of their fidelity to
their native country hear the language of the
church as published in A CIRCULAR orOF THE
HIGH COUNCIL

we also further declare for the satisfac-
tion of some who have concluded that our
grievances have alienated uaus from our coun-
try that our patriotism has not been overcome
by fire by sword by daylight nor by mid-
night assassinations which we have endured
neither have they alienated us from the insti-
tutions of our country should hostilities
arise between the government of the united
states and any other power in relation to the
right of possessing the territory of oregon
we are on hand to sustain the claim of the
united states government to that country
it is geographically ours anandd of right no for-
eign0 power should hold dominion there and if
our services are requiredr to prevent if those
survivessurvices will be ccheerfullyheer fully rendered according
to our ability we feel the injuries that we
have sustained and are not insensible of the
wrongs we have suffered still we are ameri-
cans and should our country be invaded we
hope to do at least as much as did the con-
scientiousious quaker who took his passage on
board a merchant ship and was attacked by
pirates the pirates boarded the mermerchant-
man

chant
and one of the men fell inintoto the

water between the two vessels but seized a
rope that hun over and myamrawabwass pulling himself
up on board the merchantman theile conconsci-
entious quaker saw this and though he did
not like to fight he took his jackknifejack knife and
quickly moved to the scene saying to the pi-
rate if thee wants that piece of rope I1 will
help thee to it ilehe cut the rope asunder
the pirate fell and a watery grave was his
resting place

although the contingency did nor
vertea to in the circular pertaining to oregon
still an opportunity was not wanting to prove
the sincerity of the declaration

the main body of the church in july 1846
had emigrated as far westward as council
bluffs when they were overtaken by capt
james alienallen from fort leavenworth with an
order the war department through au
g87 WV kearney then commanding the army
of the west y to enlist men as a battalion
to march to california and sustain our coun
arys flag in the war with mexico

did the church flinch or were the people at
a loss to know the path to pursue although
they were then in tents unprotect-
ed and in an indian country in a few ddaysbystys
our count rys call was responded to and of
our most efficient men were raised and muster-
ed into service and left their friends and fam-
ilies under circumstances unparalleled in our
countrys hihistorytory

actions speak louder than word

capt alienallen in writing to J C little esq
of date council Bluffs July concern-
ing his intercourse with the 1I
have been intimately associated with this peo-
plepl since the uit as my duty required in
raising the battalion of volunteers now under
myray command

in the hurry of business connected with
my immediate march from this place I1 have
only time to say that in all of my intercourse
with the mormonscormonsMormons I1 have found them civil
polite and honest as a people there ap-
pears to be much intelligence among thelandthemand
particularly with their principal men or lead-
ers to whom I1 feel much indebted for their
active and zealous exertions to raise the vol-
unteer force that I1 was authorized to ask for
foifor the service of the united states

the president of the council mr brig

ham YoungyoungieYoungists entitledentitletitieA to aymy particular thanks
all of this people are entiretyentirely patriotic ansand
they have come not only with cheerfulness
but under circumstances of great difficulty to
them to enlist themselves in the service of
their country

in my official report to the war depart-
ment which I1 shall make on my arrival at
fort leavenworth I1 will speak more fully of
the community of the mormon people and
will here say to you that I1 think them as a
community and in their circumstances beserr
ingingoffofa high considerationfromromramran our government 111 1

As it may be a matter of inquiry to know
how the battalion mustered under such cir-
cumstancescumstances acted while in the service of their
country I1 will quote the testimony of their
commanding officer

HEAD QUARTERS mission of san diego
jan 30 1847 S

ORDERobder no I1 the colonel domcom-
manding congratulates the battalion on their
safe arrival on the shores of the pacific ocean
and the conclusion of its march of over two
thousand miles history may be searched in
vain for an equal marchmar lh ofDf infantry nine
tenths of it has been throughgh a wilderness
where nothing but savages and wild beasts are
found or deserts where fforor want of waterwatery
there is no living creature there with al-
most hopeless laborlagor we have dug deep wells
which the future traveler will enjoy with-
out a guide who had traversed them we have
ventured into trackless prairies where water
was not found for several marches with
crowbar and pickax init handband we have worked
our way over mountains which seemed to defy
aught save the wild goat and hewed a pass-
age through a chasm of living rock moremort
nainalbairowrow than our wagons to bring these first
wagons to the pacific we have preserved the
strength of the mulestoules by herding them over
large tracts which you have laboriously guar-
ded without loss

the garrison of four presidiosdiosdlos of sonora
concentrated within the walls of gueson gave
us no pause we drove them out with their ar-
tillery but our intercourse with the citizens
was not marked by a single act of injustice
thus marching half naked and half fed and
living upon wild animals we have discovered
and aademade a road of great value to our country

arrivedAxrived at the first settlement of califor-
nia after a single days restjest you cheerfully
turned off from the route to this point of prom-
ised repose to enter upon a campaign and
meet as we believed the approach of the ene-
my and this too without even salt to season
your sole substance of fresh meat

liedts AAJJ smith and george stoneman of
the dragoons have shared and given valu-
able aid in all these labors

thush s volunteersvol01 teers you have exhibited some
iliiiihighgh aandnd eessentialentlaI1 qualities of veterans but
mumuchtremainhrremainsemain undonedone soon you will turn yourour
strict attention to the drill to system andadloror-
der to forms alsoalss which are all necessary to
the soldier by order of

colcoi P ST GEO COOKE
P C MERRILL adjutant

after the saints reached utah their first
deliberations in relation to government result-
ed in establishing a provisional government
andana adopting a constitution

in the preamble to the constitution it is de-
clared 11 whereas a large number of the citi-
zens of the united states before and since
the treaty of peace with thethe republic of mexi-
co emigrated toboandand settled in that portion of
the territory of the united states lying west
of the rocky mountains and in the great in-
terior basin of upper california anandald

whereas by reason of said treaty all civil
organization originating from the republic of
mexico became abrogated and

whereas the congress of the united states
has failed to provide a form of civil gogovern-
ment

ern
for the territory so acquired or any por-

tion thereof and
whereas civil government and laws are

necessary for the security peace and pros-
perity of society and

whereas it is13 a fundamental principle in
all republican governments that all political
power isis inherent in the people and govern-
ments instituted for their protection security
and benefit should emanate from the same
therefore your committee bebeg

1 leave to recom-
mend the adoption of the followingf consti-
tution until the congress of the united statestates
shallshau otherwise provide for the government of the
territoryterr it r herein after named and described
by aanadmittingicuing us into the union 12

it will be readily seen that the republican
principles of our government were thoroughly
imbued and reigned predominant in the new
colony and havinhaving mstslt eemigrated1nigrated from a
sovereign state as a fodybodyhody where they lived
in the enjoyment of the elective franchise
they elected and authorized a delegate to pro-
ceed to washington and knock at the door of
congress0 for admission into the union as a
sovereign state or for the privilege of having
a territorial charter the latter privilege
was granted in an act to establish a territ-
orial government for utah approved sept 9
1850

in the same year prest brigham young
delivered a public address in great salt lakecity at which time the infant colony was
crowded with emigrants from the variousstates en route for california gold mines I1
quote from his remarks published under date1I want to say to every man the constitu-
tion of the united states as formed by our
fathers was dictated revealed and put into
their hearts by the almighty who sits en-
throned in the midst of the heavens although
unknown to themhem it was dictated by the reve-
lations of jesus cchristyhr and I1 teftleft you in the
name of jesus christ it is as good as I1 could
evervai ask for


