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He returned about 11 o'clock that night aud
took me aside and said, ‘I regret to tell youn, your
dle is cost, yourdoom is fixed, you are sentenced
to be shot to-morrow meruning on the public
square in Far West, at 8 o’clock.” 1 answered,
‘shoot and be damuned.’

‘We were in hopes,’ said he, ‘you would come
out-agaiust Joe Smith, but as you have not, you
will have to share the same fate with him.” Ian-
sweored, ‘you may thank Joe Smith that you are
not in I'mIl this night; for had it not been for him,
I would have put you there.! Somewhere about
this time General Iguniphun came up and said to
me, *Colonel the decision is a damned hard one,
and 1 have weshed my
and deliberate murder.’ He farther told me, that
Generi Grabam and seversl others (pames not
recollected) were with him in the decision, and
opposed it with ull their power; that he should
move his soldiers away by day-light in the morn-
ing; that they should not witness such a heart-
lces murcer. ‘Colonel, 1 wish you well.’

I then returned to my fellow prisoners, to spend
another night ou the cold, damp earth, and the
canopy of heaven to cover us. The night sgain
preved a damp one. e

Atthe removal of General Doniphan®s part of
the army, the camp was thrown into the utmost
confusion andi consternation. General. Lucas,
jeariug the consequ2nce of such hasty and in-
considerate measuares, revoked the decree of shoot-
ing the prisoners, and determined (o take thein to
Jackson county. Counsequently he delivered the
prisoners over to General Wilson, ordering him
to see them safs to Independence, Jackson county,

About the hour the prisoners were to have
haen shot on the public square in Fur West, they
were exhibited in a wagzon in the town, all of
them having families there, but myself; and it
would have breken the heart of any person pus-
HHillﬁ an orainary share of humanity, to have
s=en the separation. The aged father and moth-
er of Josaph Smith were not permitted to see his
face, but to reach their hands through the curtains
of the wagon, and thus (ake leave of him.

When passing his own house, he was taken out
of the wagon and permitted to go into the house,
but ndt without a stroug guard, and not permitted
to spesk with bis family but in the presence of
his guard; and his eldest son, Josepl,, about six
or eight years old, hanging to the tuil of his cost,
erying, ‘father, is the mob going to kill you?'—
The guard said to him, ‘you damned little brit,
go back, you will s:e your futher no more.?

The prisoners (hen set ont for Jackson county,
gccompanied by Generals Lucas and Wilson, and
about three hundred troops for a gaard,. We re-
mained in Jackson county three or four days and
wights, daring most of which time the prisoners
were treated in a gentlemanly mapner, and board-
ed at a hotel, for which they had afterwards, when
confined in Liberty jail, to pay the most extrava-
gant price, er have their property, if any they had,
attached for the same. :

At this time General Clark had arrived at Rich-
mond, and by orders from the Governor, took on
himsell the command of the whole of the militia,
netwithstanding General Atchison’s commission
was the oldest, but he was supposed to be too
friendly to the Mormous; and therefore dis-
mounted, and General Clark sanctioned the meas-
ares of .Generul Lucas, howerer eruel; and said
he should have done the sume had he been there
himself. i

According'y he remanded the prisoners from
Jackson county, and they were (aken and escort-
ed by a strong guard to Richmond; threatened
saveral times on the way with viclence and death.
They were met five miles before they reached
Richmond, by about one hundred armed men,
and when they arrived in town they were thrast
into an old cabin under a strong guard. [ wasin-
formed by one of the guards, that two nights pre-
vious to their arrival, Geperal Clark held a court-
martial, and the prisoners were agsin sentenced
to be shot; but he being a little doubtful of his
aathority, sent immediately to Fort Leavenworth
for the military law, and a decision from the Uri-
ted States officers, where he was duly informed
that any such proceedings would be a cool blood-
ed and heartless murder. Oa the arrival of the
prisoners at Richmond, Joseph Smith and myself
sent for Geuneral Clark; to be informed by him
what crimes were alloged aguinst us. IHe came
iu and said he would see us ngain in a few min-
ules; shorily he retarned and s:id he would in-
form ws of the crimes alleged agiinst us by the
Sta‘e of Missouri.

‘Gentlemen, youn are charged with treason,
murder, arson, burglary, larceny, thelt and steal-
ing, and various other chargrs too tedious to men-
tion, at this time,” and he immediately left the
room. Inabout tweaty miuntes, there came in
strong guard, together with the keeper of the
penitentiary of the State, who brought wi h him
three commeon trace chains, noozed to-gather by
putting the small end throngh the ring; and eom-
menced chaining us ap one by one, and fusten-
inﬁ with padlocks, about two feet apart.

u this unhallowed situation, the prisoners re-
maived fifteen days, and in this situation, General
Clurk delivered us te the professed civil author-
ities of the State, without any legal process be-
ing served on ws at all, during the whole time we
were kept in chuing, with nothing but ex-parte
evidenee, and that cither by the vilest apostates,
or by the meb who hud committed murder in the
State of Misseuri. Notwithstanding all this ex-
parte evidence, Judge Kingdid inform eur law-
yer, ten days previous to the termination of the
trisl, who he should commit, and whe he should
not; and I heard Judge King say on his bench,
in the presence of hundreds of witnesses, that
there was ne law for the Mormens, and they
need not expeci any. S.id he, ‘il the Govern-
or’s extarminating order had been directed te me,
I would have seen it fulfilled to the very letter
ere this time.’
~ Atter a tedious frial of fiftcen days, with no
other witnepses but ex-

hands aguinst such cool |

ouas, the witnesses | he was a
for the priseuere were either kicked oot of doers| effered a
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or put on trial for themselves. The prisoners
were now committed to Liberty jail, under the
care and direction of Samuel Tillery, jailor.—
Here we were received with a shout of indigna-
tion and scorn, by the prejudiced populace.

Prisoners were here thrust into juil without a
regular mittimus; the juilor having to send for
one some days after. The mercies of the jailor
were intolerable, feeding us with a scanty allow-
ance, on the dregs of coffee and tea, from his
own table, and fetching the provisions in a basket,
on which the chickens had roosted the uight be-
fore, without being cleaned; five days he fed the
prisoners on human flesh, and [rom extreme hun-
ger I was compelled to eat it. In this situation
we were kept until about the menth of April,
when we were remaunded to Daviess counity for
trial before the grand jury. We were kept un-
der the most loathsome and despolic guard they
could produce in thut county of lewless mobs.—
After eix oreight days the grand jury (most of
whom, by the bye were so drunk that they had to
be carried out and into their reoms as though they
were lifeless) formed a fictitious judictment,
which was sanctioned by Judge Bireh, who was
the State’s Attorney under Judge King at our ex-
parte trial, und who at that time stated that the
Mormons. ought to be hung without judge or
Jury, he, the said judge, made ont a mittimus
wi'hout day or date, ordering the sherifl' to take
us to Columbia. The sheriff selected four men
to guard five of us.

We then took a circuitous route, crossing pra-
ries sixteen miles without houses, and after tra-

velling three days the sheriff’ and I were togeth- Ethe men of Far West determined on going to see |
er, by ourselves five miles from any of the rest  What was doing there. Accorlingly we started,
of the company, for sixteen miles ut a stretch.— | eluded the vigilance of the mob, and noiwith-|

The sherilf here observed to me, that he wished
to God he was at home, and your friends and you

also. The sheriff theu showed me the miitimus, | 10 the cilizens, safely arrived in De Witt, and
found the people as above stated.

and he found it had neither day or date to it; and
said the inhsbi'ants of Daviess county would be
surprised that the prisoners had not left them
sooner; and said he, *by God, I shall not go much
farther.

We were then noar Yellow creek, aud there
were no> houses nearer vne way than sixteen
miles and eleven another way; except right on
the creek. Here a part of the guard took a spree
while the balance helped us to mount our horses,
which we purchased*of them, and for which they
were puid. Fere we took a change of venue and
went to Quincy without difficulty, where we
found our families who had been driven out of
the State undﬂ&m extermiunating order of Gov-
ernor Boggs. éver knew of Joseph Smith’s
helding uhy office, civil or military, or using uhy
undue inflaence in religious matters during the
whele routine of whicli I have been speaking.

: LYMAN WIGHT.

Sioxey Ricpox sworn: Says—] arrived in Far
West, Caldwell county, Missouri, on the 4th of
April, 1838, and enjoyed peace and quietness in
commeon with the rest of the citizens, until the
August following, when great excilement was
created by the office-seekers. Attempls were
made to prevent tl e citizens of Daviess from vo-
ting. Soon after the election which took place in
the early part of August, the citizens of Cald-
well were threatened with violence from those of
Daviess county, and other countics adjacent to
Caldwell.

This, the August of 1838, I may date as the
time of the beginning of all the troubles of onr
people in Caldwell county, and in all the counties
in lﬁa State, where our people were living. We
had lived in peace from the April previous unti
this time, but from this time till we were all cut
of the State, it was but one seene of violence
foBowing another in quick succession.

There were at this time, settlements in Clay,
Ray, Carroll, Culdwell and Dauviess countiss, as
well a8 some families living in other counties. A
simultaneous movement was made in all the
counties where seltiements were made in every
part ef the State, which soon became viclent, and
threatenings were heard from every quartar.—
Public meetings were held and the most iaflam-
matory speeches mude, and resolutions pussed
which denouueed all the citizens of these couu-
ties in the most bitter and rancorous ménner.—
Thesa resolutions were published in the papers,
and the most extensive circulation given fo them,
that the presses of the country were capable of
gl'l'i.l'lg.

The first regular mob that sssembled was in
Daviess county, and their efforts were directad
against the scttlements made in that county, de-
claring their determination te drive out of the
county all the citizens who were of our religion,
and that indiseriminatety, without regard to uny-
thing else but their religion.

The only evidence necessary to dispossess any
tndividaal or famfly, er all the evidence requir-
ed would be that they were Mormons, as we
were called, or rather that they were of the Mor-
mon religion. This was considered of itself
crime enough to cause any individual or family to
be driven from their homes, and their property
imade eommon plunder. Resolutions to this ef-
fect were made at public meetings held for the
purpose, and made public through the papers of
the State in the face of all law, and all authority.

I will now give a Listory of the settlement in
Carroll eounty. In the preceding April, as my-
self*and fumily were on our way to Far West,
we put upat a house in Carroll county, on 2
stream called Tarkey creck, to tarry for thenight.
Soon after we stopped, a yourgerly mun came
riding uin_] who alse stopped and staid through the
night. Hearing my name mentioned he intro-
duced himself to me as Henry Root, suid he iived
in thet county at a hittle town called Da Witt, on
the Missouri river, and bad been at Far West, to
get some of those whe were coming inte that

» o form a setilemont at De Witt; speaking
ighly of the advantages of the situation, and so-
liciting my interference in his behalf, to obtain a
number of families to commence at that place, as

He

w

!

|

'that could be, was made to get the anthorilies of

might arise from the sale of property there, to
those who would aid hi.n in getting the place set-
tled. In the morning we proceeded on our jour-

ney. -

gnma few weeks after myarrival, the said Hen-
ry Root, in company with a man by the name of
David Thomaus, came to Far West on the same
business; and after much solicitation on theif
part, it was agreed that a settlement should be
made in that place, and in the July following the
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coffin, and the company proceeded on their jour-
ney, part of them_going to Daviess county, and
part into Caldwell: This was in the month of
October, 1838.

In a short time after their arrival in Daviess
and Caldwell counties, messengers arrived, in-
forming the new citizens of Caldwell and Daviess,
that the mob was marching to Daviess county,
with their cannon with them, threatening death 1o
the citizens, or else that they should all leave

first families removed there, and the settfement
soon increased, until in the Oecteber following, |
it consisted of soma seventy families. By this |
time a regulsar mob had collected, strongly armed;
aud had obtained possession of a cannoy and sla-
tioned themselves a"mile or two from the town.—
The citizens being nearly all new comers, had to
live in their tents and wagous, and were exerting
themselves to the uttermost to get houses for the
spproaching winter. The mob commeneced com-
milling their depredations on the citizeus, hy not
suffering them to procure the materinlsfor building,
keeping them shut up in the town, not sllowing |
them to go outto get provisions, driving off their
cattle, aud preventing the ewners from going in |
search of them. In this way the citizens wers
driven to the greatesl extremities, actluaslly sui-
fering for food and every comfort of life, in con-
sequence of which there was much sickness and
many died; females gave birth to children with-
out a house to sheiter them, and in conse-
quence of ths exposure many suffered great afilic-
tions and many died.

Hearing of their great sufferings, a number of |

had sentinels placed on all the

standing the
inel Xs, to prevent relief from being gen

principal rng

Duting the time we were there, every effort
the country to interfere and scatter the mob,
The judge of the circuit court was petitioned, but
without snccess; and after that the Governor of
the State, who returned for answer that the!
citizens of Die Witt had got into a difficulty with
the surrounding couniry, and they might get out
of ity for he would have nothing fo do with it, or
this was the answer that the messenger brought
when he returned,

* The messenger was a Mr. Caldwell, who owned
a ferry on Grend river, about three miles from
De Wiit, ard was an old settler in the place.

The citizens were completely beseiged by the
mobj; no man was at liberly to go out, nor any to
come in. The exfremities to which the people
were driven were very great, suffering with much
sickness, without shelter, and deprived of all aid,
either medical or any other kind, and beirg with-
out food or the privileze of getting it, and be-
trayed by every man who made the least preten-
sion te friendshipy a notable instance of which I
will here give as a sample of many olhers of a
similar kind.

There was neither bread nor flom to be bad in
the place; a steamboat landed there, and applica-
tion was made to get flour, but the captain said
there was none on board.

A man then offered kis services to get flour for
the place; knowing, he said, where there was a
quauntity. Money was given to himn for that
purpose; he got on ihe boat and went off, and
that was the last we heard of the. man or the
money. This was a man who had been frequent-
ly in De Witt during the seige, and professed
great friendship.

In this time of exiremity a man who bhad a
short time before moved into De Witt, bringing
with bim a fine yoke of cattle, started ont to hunt
his ecatlle, in order to butcher them to keep the
citizens from actual starvationy but before he got
far from the town, he was fired upon by the mob,
and na'rowly escaped with his life, and had to
return, or at least such was his report when he
returned. |

Being now completely inclosed on every side,
we could plainly see many mén on the opposite
side of the river, and it was supposed that they
were there to prevent the citizens from crossing,
and indeed a siall eraft crossed from thew with
three men in i1, who said that that was the object
for which they had assembled.

At this critical moment, with death staring us
in the face, in its worst form, ent off from all
communication with the surroundinz country, and
a.] our provisions exhausted, we were susiained
as the children of Isiael in the desert, only by
different animals. They by quails, and us by
caftie and hogs which came walking into the
camp; for such it truly was, as the people were
living in tents and wagons, not being privileged
with building houses,

What was to be done in this extremify? Why,
recourse was had to the only means of subsistence
left, and that was o buicher the cattle and hogs
which came into the place, without askinz who
was the owner, or without knowing, and what to
e is remarkable, is, that a sufficient number of
animals came into the camp to sustain life during
the time in which the citizens were thus besieged
by the mob. This indeed was but coarse living,
but such as it was, it sustained life. -

From this circumstance, the ery went ount that
the citizens of De Witt, were theives ard plun-
derers, and were stealing cattle and b Durin
this time the mob of Carroll county said that al
they wanted was that the citizens of De Witt
should leave Carroll county, and go to Caldwell
and Daviess counties,

The citizens, finding that they must Jeave De
Witt, or eventually starve, finally agreed to leave;
and accordingly preparations were made, and De
Witt was vacated.

The first evening afler we left, we put up for
the night in a grove of timber. Soon affer our
arrival in the grove, a female who, a short time
before had given birth to a child, in consequence
of the exposure, died. ‘ :

| those whose life and

Daviess county. ‘This eaused other efforts to be
made to get the anthorities to interfere. 1 wrote
two memorials, one to the Governor, ard one to
Austin A. King, cirenit judge, imploring their
assistance and in'ervention to profect the, citizens
of Daviess against the threatened violence of the
I_Hﬂh-

These memorials were accompanied with affi-
davils which could leave fo doubt on the mind
of the Governor or judge, that the cilizens be-
fore mentioned were in imminent danger.

At this time things began to assume an alarming
aspeot both 1o the citizens of Daviess end Cald-
well counties. . Mobs were forming all aronnd
the country, declaring that they would drive the
people oul of the State. .

This made onr appeals to the authoritics more
deeply solicitous as the danger increased, and
very soon after this the mobs eommencgd their
depredations, which was a general eystem of
plunde:; teariny down fences, exposing all within

'the fisld to dés!rnc!iun, and driving off every

animal they cou'd find.

Sometime previous to this, in eonzequence of
the threatenings which were made by mobs, or
those who were being formed into mobs, and tha
abuses commifted by them ot the persons and
property of the ecitizens; aa association a3z
fcrmed, called the Danite hand.

This, ss far as I was acquainted with it, (not
being myself one of the number, neither was
Joseph Smith, semor) was for mutual protection
azamst the bands that were forming, and threat-
ened to be formed for the professed ohject of
commit!ing violence on the property and persons
of the citizens of Daviess and Caldwell counties.
They had certain signs and words by which they

conld know one another, either by day or night.

They were bound te keep those signs and words
secret, so that no other person or persons than
themseives could know them. When any of
these persons were assailed by any lawless band,
he would make it known to others who would
flee 1o his relief at the risk of life.

In this way they sought tn defend each others’
lives and property; but they were strictly enjoined
not to touch any person, only those who were
engaged in acts of violence against the persons or
property of one of their own number, or one of
property they had bLound
themselves to defend. |

This organization was in existence when the
mobs commenced their most violent attempts
upon the citizens of the before mentioned counties,
and from this ascociation arose all the horror af-
terwards expressed by the mob at some secret
clan known as Daniles.

The efforts made to get the anthorities to inter-
fere at this time was altended with some success.
The militia were ordered out under the command
of Major General Atchison, of Clay couu'y,
Brigadier Gererals Doniphan, of Clay, and Parks,
of Ray county, who marched their troops to
Daviess conuty, where they found a large mob,
and General Atchison said in my presence, he
Irnk the following singular method to dizperse
them,

He organized them with his troops as part of
the militia called ont, to suppress and arrest the
mob; after having thus organized them, discharged
them and all the rest of the troops, as bhaving no
further need for their services, and all returned
home. -

This, however, seemed only to give the mob
more courage to increase their exertions with
redoubled vigor. They bheasted after that, that
the authorities would net punish them, and they
wonid do as they pleased. :

In a very short time their efforls were renewed
with a determination not to cease until they had
driven the cifizens of Caldwell, and sueh of the
citizens of Duviess as they had marked cut as
viclims, from the State.

A man by the name of Cornelius Gillum, who
resided in Clay county, and formerly sheriff of
said connty, erganized a band who painted them-
selves Jike Indians, and had a place of rendezvous
at Hunter’s Milis, on a stream called Grindstone.
I think it was in €linlon county, the county west
of Caldwell, and between it and the west ﬁne of
the Stafe.

From this place they wonld sally out and
commit their depredations. Efforts were again
made to get the anthorities ‘o put a stop to these
renewed outrages, and again General Doniphan
and General Parks were called out with such -

' portions of their respective brigades as they mizht

deem necessary to suppress the mob, oi rather

mobs, for by this time there were a number of
them. Y

General Doniphan came to Far West, and
while there, recommended to the authorities of
Caldwell to have the militia of said county called
out as a necessary measure of defence; assuring
us that Gillum had a large mob on the Grindstone,
and his object was to make a dezcent upon Far
West, burn the town and kil or disperse the in-
habitants; and that it was very necessary that an
effective force should be realy to oppose him, or
he would accomplish his object.

The militia was -accordingly ecalled out. He
a'so said that there had betier be a strong force
sent to Daviess county to guard the citizens there;
he recommended that to avoid any difficullies
which might arise, they had better in very
small parties, withont arms, so that no legal ad-
vantage could be taken of them. 1 will here
gave a short account of the courts and internal
affairs of Missouri, for the information of thowe
who are not acquainted with the same,

A grave was dug in the grove, and the next
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