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the authority of the prevailing
efty without reference to our parpartleticc-
alar interests and views or to the mer-
it14 of the original controversy

fiutbut in this as inia every other occa-
sion safety is to be found in a rigid
adherence to principle

in the contest between spain and theth
revolting colonies we stood aloof and
waited not only until the ability of the
new states to protect themselves was
fully established but until the dangel
of their being again subjugated had
entirely passed away then and not
until then warewere they recognized such
was our course in regard to mexico
lerherselfself

it is true that with regard to texas
theahe civil authority of mexico had been
expelled its invading army defeated
the chief of the republic himself cap
aured and all present power to control
the newly organized government of
texas annihilated with its confines
fiut on the other hand there is in ap-
pearance10pe at least an immense dispar-
ity of physical force on the side of
texas the mexican republic under an
ally is allying its forces under a new
leader and menacing a fresh invasion
to recover its lost domainupon the issue of this threatened in-
vasion the independence of texas may
be considered as suspended and were
there nothing peculiar in the situation
of the united states and texas our
acknowledgementsAcknowledge ments of its independence
at such a crisis could scarcely be re-
garded as consistent with the pru-
dent reserve with which we have I1

hitherto held ourselves bound to treat
alf similar questions thereupon andrew
jackson proceeded to consider the risk
that there might be imputed to the
united states motives of selfish inter-
ests in view of the former claim on our
part to the territory of texas and of
thehe avowed purpose of the texans in
seeking recognition of independence as
an incident to the incorporation of
texas m the union concluding thus a

prudence therefore seems to dic-
tate that we should stand aloof and
maintain our present attitude if not
until mexico itself pr one of the great
powers shall recognize the independ-
ence of the new government at least
until the lapse of time or the course of
events shall have proved beyond cavil
lorbr dispute the abilay of the people of
that country to maintain their separate
sovereignty and to uphold the govern-
ment constituted by them neither of
the contending parties can justly com-
plain of this course by pursuing it we
are but carrying out the long
dished policy of our government a
policy which has secured to us respect
and influence abroad and inspired con-
fidence at home c

these ar the words of andrew jack-
son they are evidence that the united
states in addition to the test imposed
by public law as the condition of the
recognition of the independence by a

state to wit that the revolted
state shalla constitute in fact a body of
politic having a government in sub-
stance as well as in name possessed of 1

the elements of stability and forming
de facto if left to itself a state among
nations reasonably capable of dis-
charging the duties of the state has 1

i

imposed for its own governance in deal i

luging with cases like these the further concan
t hat recognition of independent

statehood is not due to a revolted de-
pendency until the danger its being
again subjugated by the parent state
has entirely passed away

this extreme test was in fact applied
in the case of texas the congress to
whom president jakson referred the
question as one probably leading to
waelwar and therefore a proper subject
for a previous understanding with thatbody by whom war can alone be de-
claredblaredclared and by whom all the provisionsprovisons
farar susustainingaWning its perils must be fur-nished19 shed left the matter of recognition

off texas to tiethe discretion aiof the ex-
ecutive providing merely for the

of at diplomatic agent when the
president should be satisfied that the
republic of texas had become an in-
dependent state

it was recognized by president van
buren who commissioned a charge
daffairs march 7 1837 after mexico
had abandoned an attempt to conquer
the texan territory and then there was
at the time no bona fide contest going
on between the insurgent province and
its former sovereign

I1 said in my message of december
last it is to be seriously considered
whether the cuban insurrection pos-
sesses beyond dispute the attributes of
statehood which alone can demand the
recognition of belligerency in its
favor

the same requirement must certain-
ly be no less seriously considered when
the graver issue of recognizing inde-
pendencepen dence is in question for no less
positive test can be applied to the
greater act than to the lesser while on
the other hand the influences and con-
sequences of the struggle upon the in-
ternal policy of the recognizing state
which form important factors when
the recognition of belligerency is con-
cerned are secondary if not rightly

factors when the real ques-
tion and whether the community
claiming recognition is or is not inde-
pendent beyond peradventure

nor from the standpoint of expedi-
ency do I1 think it would be wise or
prudent for this government to recog-
nize at the present time the independ-
ence of the so called cuban republic
such recognition is not necessary in
order to enable the united states to
intervene and pacify the island tocommileconi this country now to the recog-
nition of any particular government in
cuba might subject us to embarras sine I1

conditions of international obligation
so recognized in case of interventionourr conduct will be subject to the ap-
proval orgr disapproval of such govern-
ment we would be required to sub-mit to its direction and to assume to
it the mere relarelation of a friendly eaallyly
when it shall appear thereafter thatthere is within the island a 9govern-
ment

overn
capable of performing theduties and discharge the func-tions of a nation and having

As a matter ofaf fact the proper formsand attributes of nationality such gov-
ernment can be promptly and readreadilyllyrecognized and the relations and I1in-terests n

of the united states with suchnation adjusted
there remain the alternative formsformaof intervention to end the war eitheras an impartial neutral by imposing a

rational compromise between the con-testantste or as the active ally of theone party or the otherAs to the first it Is not to be forgot-ten that during the last few months therelation of the united states has vir-tually been one of friendly interventionin many ways each not of itself con-
clusiveclu sive but all tending to the exertionof a potential influence toward an ul-timate pacific result just and honorable to all interests concerned thespirit of all our acts hitherto has beenan earnest unselfish desire torforand prosperity in cubaciuba tw
differences between the united states
and spain and unstained by the blood
of american citizens

the forcible intervention of theunited states as a neutral to stop thewar according to the dictates of hu-manity and following the historical
precedents where states
have interfered to check the hopeless
sacrifice of life bybv internecine con-
flicts beyond theirtheft borders is justifi-
able on national krgrounds it involves
however hostile constraint upon both
the parties to the contest as well as to
enforce a truce as to guide the eventual
settlement

i
the grounds for such interventiontlm

may be briefly summarized as follows
firstinfirst in the cause of humanity and

to put an end to the barbarities blood-
shed starvation and horrible miseries
now existing there and which the
parties to the conflict are either unable
or unwilling to stop or mitigate it isin
no answer to say this is all in another
country belonging to another nation
and is therefore none of our business
it is expresslyespre asly our duty for it Is right
at our door

second we owe it to our citicitizenszelis
iniii cuba to afford them that protection
and indemnity for life and property
which no government there can or will
afford and to that end terminate the
conditions that deprive them of legal
protection

third the right to intervene may be
justified by the very serious injury to
the commerce trade and business of
our people and by the wanton des-
tructiontruc tion of property and devastation of
the island

fourth and which is of the utmost
importance the present condition of af-
fairs in cuba is a constant menace
to our peace and entails upon this
government an enormous expense
with such a conflict waged for years
in an island so near us and with which
our people have such trade and busi-
ness relations when the lives and lib-
erty of our citizens are in constant dan-
ger and their property destroyed and
themselves ruined where our trading
vessels are liable to seizure and are
seized at our very door by warshipswarship of
a foreign nation the expeditions of
flfilibusteringll11 bu that we are powerless to
prevent altogether and the irritating
questionsquestionsandand entanglementsentangle ments thus aris-
ing all these and others that I1 need
not mention with the resulting strained
relations are a constant menace to our
peace and compel us to keep on a aerni
war footing with that nation with
which we are at peace

these elements of danger and disor-
der already pointed out have been
strikingly illustrated by a tragic event
which has deeply and justly moved
the american people I1 have already
transmitted to congress the report of
the naval court of inquiry on the des-
tructiontrutrucatiotionn of the babattleshipttiesblam maineatne I1inn
the harbor of havana during the night
of the of february the destruc-
tion of that noble vessel has filled the
national heart with inexpressible hor-
ror two hundred and fifty eight
brave sailors and marines and two of-
ficers of our navy reposing in the fan-
cied security of sa friendly harbor have
been hurled to death grief and want
brought to their homes and sorrowborrow to
the nation

the naval court of inquiry which itis needless to say commands the un-
qualified confidence of the government
was unanimous in its conclusion thatthe destruction of the maine wa
caused by an exterior explosion thatof a submarine mine it did not as-
sume to place the responsibility thatremains to be fixed in any event thedestruction of the maine by whatever
exteriorexter lot cause is a patent and im-pressive proof of a state of things incuba that is intolerable that condi-
tion is thus shown to be such thatthe spanish government cannot assuresafety and security to a vessel of thethamerican navy in the harbor of ha-vana on a mission of peace and right-fully there i

further referring in this connectionto recent diplomatic correspondence
a dispatch from our minister to spain
of the ultimo contained the statement that the spanish minister forforeign affairs assured him positively
that spain will do all that the highest
honor and justice requires in the viatmatter of the maine the reply above re-
ferred to of the ultimoultima also celt
bained an expression of the readiness
of spain to to arbitration all


