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ognize the authority of the prevailing
party without reference to our partie-
ular interests and views or to the mer-
ita of the original controversy.

But in this, as in every other, occa-
slon, safety is to be found in a rigid
adherence to princlple,

In the contest between Spain and ths
revolting colonies we stocod aloof and
waited not only untjl the ability of the
new states to proteet themselves was
fully established, but umtil the dange:
of their being agaln subjugated had
entirely passed away. Then, and not
until then, were they recognized. Such
was our course in regard to Mexico
harself,

It is true that with regard to Texas,
the eiwil authority of Mexico had been
expelled, its invading army defeated,
the chief of the republic himself eap-
tured, and all present power to control
the newly organized goverhment of
Texas ahnfhilated with its conflnes,
But, on the other hand, there is, in ap-
pearance at least, an jmmense Adispar-
ity of physical force on the side of
Texas. The Mexican republie, under an
ally Is allying {ts foreces under a new
leader and menacing a fresh Invasion
to recover Its lost domain.

Upon the issue of this threatened in-
vasion, the independence of Texas may
be consldered as suspended and were
there nothing peculiar in the situation
of the United States and Texas, our
acknowledgements of its independence
at such a crisis could scarcely be re-
garded as consistent with the pru-
dent reserve with which we have
hitherto neld ourselves bound to treat
all simfilar questions. Thereupon Andrew
Jackson proceeded to consider the risk
that there might be imputed to the
United States motives of selfish inter-
ests in view of the former claim on our
part to the territory of Texas and of
the avowed purpose of the Texans in
seeking recognitlion of independence, as
an fncident to the incorporation of
Texas in the Unilon. econcluding thus:

"Prudence, therefore, seems to dic-
tate that we should stand aloof and
malntain our present attitude, if not
until Mexico itself or one of the great
powers shall recognize the independ-
ence of the new government at least
until the lapse of time or the course of
events shall have proved beyond eavil
or dispute the abilty of the people of

that country to maintain their separate |
sovereignty and to uphold the govern-'

ment constltuted by them. Neither of
the contending parties ean justly com-
plain of this course. By pursulng it, we
are but carrying out the long-estab-
lished policy of our government, a
policy whiech has secured to us respect

and influence abroad and Inspired con- |

fidence at home.”

of Texas to the discretion of the ex-
ecutive, providing merely for the send-
in of al diplomatic agent when the
presldent should be satisfied that the
republle of Texas had become '"an in-
dependent state,'

It was recognized by President Van
Buren, who commissioned a charge
d'affairs March 7, 1837, after Mexico
had abandoned an attempt to eonquer
Ithe Texan territory, and then there was
at the time no bona flde contest going
on between the Insurgent province and
| its former sovereign.

I said In my message of December
last; "It is to be seriously considered
whether the Cuban insurrection pos-
sesses beyond dispute the attributes of
statehood, which alone can demand the
recognition of belllgerency, In its
favor.”

The same requlrement must certain-
ly be no less seriously considered when
the graver issue of recognizing Inde-
pendence s In question for no lesa
positive test can be applied to the
greater act than to the lesser while on
the other hand the influences and con-
t sequences of the struggle upon the in-
ternal policy of the recognizing state
which form important factors when
the recognition of belligerency is con-
cerned, are secondary If not pightly
eliminable factors when the real ques-
tion and whether the community
ctalming recognition 1s or s not inde-
pendent beyond peradventure.

Nor from the standpoint of expedi-
| ency do I think it would be wise or
prudent for this government to recog-
;nize at the present time the independ-
ence of the so-called Cuban republie.

Such recognition Is not necessary [n
order to enable the United States to
| intervene and paeify the Island. To
commit this country now to the recog-
nition of any particular government in
Cuba might subject us to embarrassing
conditions of international obligation
| ®¢ recognized. In case of intervention
lour conduct will be subjeet to the ap-
proval or disapproval of such govern-
ment. We would be required to sub-
mit to its direction and to assume to
It the mere relation of a friendly ally,
When it shall appear thereafter that
there iz within the 1island a EOvern-

i

ment capable of performing the
duties and discharge the fune-
tions of a nation and paving

As a matter of fact, the proper ror
and attributes of natlonality, guch ‘:ch'?
ernment can be promptly and readily
recognized and the relations and {n-
| terests of
nation adfusted.

There remain the alternative forms
of intervention to end the war, efther
as an impartial neutrai by imposing a
rational compromise between the con-

the United States with such

The grounda for such intervention
may be briefly summarized as follows:

First—In the cause of humanity and
to put an end to the barbarities. blood-
shed, starvation and horrible miseries
now existing there, and which the
parties to the conflict are either unable
or unwilling to stop or mitigate. It is
no answer to say this 1s all in another
country, belonging to another nation
| and fis therefore none of our business.
It 1s expressly our duty, for it Is right
at our door.

, Becond—We owe It to our citizens
in Cuba to atford them that protection
and indemnity for life and property
whieh no government there can or will
afford, and to that end terminate the
| conditions that deprive them of legal
protection,

Third—The right to Intervene may be
justifled by the very serlous injury to
the commeree, trade and business of
our people and by the wanton des-
truction of property and devastation of
the island,

Fourth—And whieh is of the utmost
importance, the present condition of af-
falrs in Cuba 13 a constant rnenace
to our peace, and entafls upon this
government an enormaots expense.
With such a conflict waged for years
in an fsland 8o near us and with which
our people have such trade and busi-
ness relations—when the lives and lib-
erty of gur'eitizens are fin constant dan-
ger and their property destroyed and
themselves ruined—where our trading
vessels are liable to seizure and are
selzed at our very door, by warships of
a foreign natlon, the expeditions of
filbustering that we are' powerlesa to
prevent altogether, and the Irritating
questions and entanglements thus aris-
ing—all these and others that I need
not mention, with the resulting strained
relations, are a constant menace to our
peace and ecompel us to keep on a semi-
war footing with that nation wlith
which we are at peace.

These elements of danger and disor-
der already pointed out have been
strikingly illustrated by a traglc event
which has deeply and justly moved
the American people. I have already
 transmitted to Congress the report of
the naval court of inquiry on the des-
truction of -the battleship Maihe in
the harbor of Havana during the night
of the 15th of February. The destruc-
tion of that noble veasel has fllled the
national heart with inexpressible hor-
ror. Two hundred and fAfty-elght
brave sailors and marines, and two of-
ficers of our navy, reposing {n the fan-
cled security of a friendiy harbor have
been hurled to death-—grief and want
brought to their homes and sorrow to
|the nation,

The naval court of inquiry which, It

These ar the words of Andrew Jack-|testants, or as the active ally of the |18 needless to say, commands the un-

son. They are evidence that the United
Btates In addition to the test imposed
by public law as the condition of the
recognition of the independence by a
netrual state (to-wit that the revolted
state shalll "'constitute in fact a hody of
politic, having a government in sub-

one party or the ather.

As to the first, it |s not to be forgot-
ten that during the last few months the
Irelation of the United States has vir.
tually been one of friendly intervention
in many ways, each not of itself con-
| elusive, but all tending to the exertior,

qualified confidence of the government,
was unanimousa in its conclusion that
the destruction of the Maine was
caused by an exterlor explosion, that
|or a submarine mine. It did not as-
aume to place the reaponsibility. Fhat
| rernains to be fixed,. 1In any event the

stance as well as In name, possessed of | Of a potential Influence toward an ul. | @e9truction of the Maine, by whatever

the elementa of stability,” and forming
de facto "If left to itself a state among
nations, reasonably capable of dis-
charging the duties of the“state ) has
imposed for its own governance In deal-
ing with cases like these the further con

timate pacifie result, just and honor-
able to all interests coneerned. The
| spirit of all our acts hitherto has been
'an earnest, unselfsh desire for peacs
!and prosperity In Cuba, untarnished by
differences between the United States

exterlor cause, is a patent and
]pressive proof of a state of things in
Cuba that Is intolerable, That condi-
tion is thus shown to be such that
the Spanish government cannot assure
| safety and security to a vessel of ths

im-

dition t hat recognition of independent and Spain and unstained by the blooa AMerican navy in the harbor of Ha-

statehood [s not due to a revolted de-
pendency until the danger its being
again subjugated by the parent state
has entirely passed away,

This extreme test was In fact applied
in the case of Texas. The congress to
whorn President Jaskson referred the
question as 'one probably leading to
war” and therefore a proper subject
for a “previous understanding with that
body by whom war can alone be de-
clared, and by whom all the provisons
for sustaining its perila must be fur-
nished" left the matter of recognition

lof Amerlcan eitizens,

l The forcible Intervention of the
United States as a neutral to stop the
war according to the dictates of hu-
manity and following the historical
precedents where nleghboring states
have interfered to cheek the hopeless
sacrifice of life by Intermecine con-
filets beyond their borders is justifi-
able on natlonal grounds. It involves.
however, hostile eonstraint upon both
the partles to the contest as well as to
enforce a truce as to gulde the eventual
settlement.

vara on a mission of peace, and right-
fully there.

- Further referring in this comnection
to recent dlplomatic correspondence,
a dispatch from our minister to Spain,
of the 26th ultimo, contained the state-
ment that the Spanish minister for
foreign affairs, assured him positively
that Spain will do all that the hlghest
honor and justice requires in the mat-
| ter of the Maine. The reply above re-
ferred to of the 3lst uitimo, also com-
| tained &n expresslon of the readiness
of Spaln to submit to arbitration all




