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and 1583 across the wouthern
regions ol’lthe u;rrilmry,

9 , a mew condltion of things
:ﬁi‘;ﬁcat,:::‘ljyghe old. New bloed was in-
fused in the gearcely settled parts; im-
migration increased apace; TFustiers
and highwaymen were brought to jus-
tice: the Apaches were placed on res-
ervations, and warllke bands which
broke away were hunted down and
kilied: the mountalns, rich in precious
ores were made to re-echo the sounde
of the stamp mill and the miner’'s
pick: the aagebrush plains were turned
into waving flelds of grain and or-
chards of zoiden frult, and no place
exists today where humaan life Is held
more sacred or where crimes are less

frequent than here.

in 1880
and northern

t interesting, as well as the
olg‘ehset mgzttlement in this almost
unknown land 13 the qualnt,
quiet town of Tucsonm, the coun-
ty geat of Pima county. Un-
der the Influences of our modern

many of the anclent land-
place have been meta-
monuments of lmodern
he old adobe wallsa that
?g:rﬁl;%ss'ba?tlements of the anclent
pueblo have almost entjrely crumbled
away, and in thelr place have arisen
the habitations of another race. The
eity. however, 18 not without the rem-
nAnts of a by-gone age, for some of
the jdentlcal Walls 1s stlll remaining.
and the genera.l aspect of the city, ite
narrow, irregular streets, with the
crumbling walls of the oldest adobe
dwelitngs, diffuse an alr impregnated
with musty memories and vivid con-
trasts. It is the city of ages, and not-
withstanding its years, has been im-

bued with the spirit of robust youth.
Ever since the morn of its inciplency,
when Indian chants glone blended with
the gentle zcphyrs of the 8kies, and
the dally slesta was unbroken in the
sunny silence, it has watched the pass.
ing of the uneventful years with iist-
ound around with mud-

civllization
marks of the
morphosed Into

less gaze. 1 ]

, 1ts healthful expanslon was
:?;ce:&lésgor centuries; Its dusty In-
habitants reveled in the luxury of

- ess and drew their dreamy
f:?;lxtiél;f&n from the halmy ozone of
the skies. Save when the ordeals o1
hostile Indian assaults bestirred to ac-
tlon the encompassed denizens, no
vigor of life or enterprise disturbed
the even tenor of thelr way. And as
late ag fifty years 4go the sembiance
of the town Wwas but little changed
from what 1t had been in its earliest
days,

v is one of the curiosities
otI:?nisuI;‘;lid ac;]f anclent murvels-—a' land
pregnant with the relica of a clviliza-

t since passed away, Its his-
11?1'?! lolggprlncilmlly te“::m‘lb?ld b;nsetit;e

earth, urie =
caverns of the s

of unwritten yeats,
;!;llfnu%l:‘)jce':}; the debris of accumulated
centuries. What has becn ushered into
the light of the present civilization
through archaeological research, and
deciphered from the hleroglyphics thus
obtained, must increase and forever re-
taln a profound interest in this sun-
kl'ﬁ]eed e;lla;w?_v:-]'htatory of Tucson,however,
has been divested of its chiefest
claima, The text books of geography
and history that are gscattered over the
tand bear with them much information
that is wrong, The dates and suppo-
gitions In relation to Tucson place it
second fn years to the venerable
Florids settlement, the city of 8t
Augustine, this belng clalmed as the
oldest city in the United States. It is,
therefore, not generally known that
Tucson began its “‘anclent and honor-
able' eareer thirteen years before 3t
Augustine was more than a streak of
pand shimmering {n the sunlight and
lapped by the silvery surf of the
Atlantle waves. But such was the case,
and the proof of it is contained in a
stained and time-worn document of

Tertii, =

vellum, algned by their Catholle maice-
tlea, Ferdinand and Isabella, and coun-
tersigned by the vieceroy of Mexieo and
General Coronado, who ralsed the flag
of Spain and with hia own hand lald
the foundation of Tucson. This Im-

ortant paper was lost from that time.

antil a year or two ago when It was
1lgcovered among the relics of the
inclent misston, San Xavier del Bac,
3ine miles south of Tucson. For safe
keeplng 1t was forwarded to the l-
»rarlan at Washington in whose cus-
tody it now is, The date of Corona-
lo’s expedition is recorded in popu-
ar works as having begun in Apri],

540, and the date of the vellum manu-
weript referred to 1s 1652, twelve years
ater, Accompanying the document is
in interesting account of the journey
~hich resulted in the founding of Tuc-
ion, I8 written In the round hand
of Friar Marcos Niza, Padre Niza was
L Jesult of Intellectual strength and his
wccounht has been deemed worthy of
icceptance. The record of the padres
~ho accompanied Corenado on hils ex-
)edlition says a vision came to him in
~hich he recognized the form and fea-
tures of St. Francls Xaviler, and this
~as taken by him as an order to es-
tablish a mlssion of the church.

Thus it was that Tucson became to
he. TFrom out the sun-caressed soil
‘he town sprang up in simple form, and
it its door the llght of religious life
jade  welcome to  the Indian tribes.
With its matchless situation, within a
vale of charming beauty framed
uound with mountains more than or-
linarily grand, it seems sublimely flt
‘o be the outcome of an insplration
‘rom the celestial sphere. But whether
true or false may be the story of Its
‘ounding, the mystery that long has
2idden In obscurity the date of its in-
‘eption, and has evolved from studious
ninds the suppsition that even as far
yack as 1635 Its existence began, it Is
‘easonable to conctude that, after all,
‘he truth of {ts exact antiquity has
heen obtalned. Notwithstanding,
‘hen, the credit due the Spanish con-
tuer, Coronado, wheose fertile mind re-
fuced the spiritual essence to the form
¥ tanglhle things, what shall be 8ald
3f the noble padres who set up the
iitar and lit the fires of religlous truth,
that their civillzing influence might
~ultivate the heart and mind of the
plastic Papago? Men who whilingly
mmure themselves from the pleasures
af their peers and the society of thelr
2lass and brave the dangers of an un-
known land, that it and Its people
might be subdued to the peaceful
lominion of a better civilization, are
surely benefactors in the highest
meaning of the term. This the early
Spanish fathers did, and through the
vicissitudes of nearly three hundred
and flfty years, save when the light of
life and spirituallity was extingulshed
In a deluge of blood, their successors
have continued the good work they un-
pstentatiously began,

The edifying influences of religion
suffused the rude Inhabitants of the
region round about, and Mexlcan and
Papago harmonjously pursued their
pastoral pursuits, Renegade bands
and ruthless pillagers ultimately ap-
peared, and self-protection took the
form of concentration within mud-
built or adobe walls, Thus did the
town or village of Tucson take form
and feature, nelther partaking of
beauty nor artistic design. Its per-
manence lay in the strength of its wall
and the vigllance of It8 people. And, so,
donw the vista of the years it slowliy
advanced, until, in the vindlecation of
{ts fortitude, and because of its situa-
tion, it became the commercial center
of an extensive region, With the na-
tural increase of internal and exter-
nal population, when business rivals
were unknown throughout a vast ex-
panse of country, embracing the states
of Sonora and Chihuahua, In Mexico,

'a.nd what 18 known a8 southsrn Ari-

zona as well, Tucson's Iimportance
grew, and long before the war it held
undisputed commerclal sway. For

years before the advent of the rallroad,
and concomitant with the growing
gettlement of the West, its abnnual

! trade was computed in the milllons.

No other city of equal size in the
Union could compare with it. Mer-
chandlse commanded prices exor-
bitantly high, for the cost of freighting
from great distances was necessarily
high. In these early days the products
of the mines made money plentiful, but
the coming of the iron horze, and the
continual settlement of other parts,
both creating diminished frelght ex-
penses and Increased competition,
changed completely the condition of
affaira. Notwlithstanding this, how-
ever, the status of her prosperity re-
mained unchanged.

The inspiration which led to Tucson's
locatlon was prophetic of greater
things. Because of increased facilities
and long established relationships,
she has grown and expanded In every
way, and not only as the commercial
metropolis of the great Southweat
(which she has always been) wiil she
ever remalin, but the favorite resi-
dence clity In the territory as well.

In the eariy days, as far back us
records and personal recoliections go,
the general aspeet of Tucson was ma-
terialy dissimiar to many other rude
settements of subsequent founding. As
before stated, it was enclosed with a
high adobe wall, upon the interior of
which the ends of the houses abutted,
the roofs of the dwellings sloping to-
ward the central plaza into which their
doors opened. Some dlstance from the
outer walls, but close by, a fort
afforded , some protection against the
frequent onslaughts of murderous foes.
It was built of adobe, and on each
corner were constructed towers, or
torreons, which completely enfilated
the four sides. Up to 1849, the year
when the international boundary line
betwen the United States and Mexico
was settied, the town had but lMttle
improved in appearance from what it
had always been, and not until after
the civil war did its gzneral import-
ance begin to demand a radical change
In prevalling conditions. The Ameri-
can spirit of progress began to assert
itself and Improvement began with In-
creasing commiercial enterprise. In
1871 the reconstruction of the streets
was commenced ar } from that time on
the city enjuyed a solid, healthy
growth, New bulldings sprang up in
striking contrast to the neighboring
tendajons, or shops, of squalid appear-
ance, and some attention was pzid to
architectural features in the erection
of residences as well. But even today
the remnants of the past conditions
still exlst. Tn certain quarters the nar-
row, winding, irregular streets remind
one of some old provincial town of
8pain. They are prolific of Interest to
the sight-seeing tourlst, and are elo-
quent in thelr testimony to the an-
tiquity of the “anclent and honorable
pucblo,” as the old seal used to read.
A few of the ancient landmarks of
more than ordinary interest also re-
main, chlef among which are the
meager ruins of the old wall and the
church on the outskirts of the city.
The buifldings and dwellings of the
Mexican populztlon, generally, are
mostly the same; low, one-story, adobe
structures, with barred windows and
whitewashed walls, $Slde by side the
American, Mexlcan and Papago pur-
sue the tenor of thelr way, smoothly,
peacefully and successfully, and llus-
trate the progreselve stages of modern
efvilization, The old things are passing
away and all things are becoming
new. Gas and electriclty have sup-
nlanted ‘the gleam of preasewood and
the tallow dlp; freight wagons and
stage ¢oadkes have besn constderably



