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wotld pay the patiopns]l debt msany
times over, or would render sill the
workingmen’s fam!lles in the Unlon
oomparatively independent.

No wonder vur American Fork cor-
respohdent wants to kopow what is
underst od by the leiter she received,
particularly it she took the matter
periously. If en effort were made tu
carry oul the scheme, loog before
No. 20 was resched evely man,
woman and child in the coubtry
would have received a leiter nnd seot
oul three, so the **obaln*’ s sure to be
broken. The trick ! an old vne, and
it is eaid was originated Yyears sgo,
when & requeet emanated from =
stamp-furnlabing bouse whiob bad a
copiract with the government. Al
that time, however, tbe limit 1p the
request wae No. 10,

An tothe value of cancelled stamps,
practically there Is pope, except to
some dealers who sell *‘collections,”
abDd poepibly lhey mey augment their
supply from ““Misa Browus.?” Antolhe
offerlo cure a cripple, that may be
tot down ae s boeX, Recwotly tbe
Chblcago papers bave contalned requaeats
t hal no more letters of the olase named
be sent to & young lady In 1ilinois;
but we do bpol pow remember
the pame. It wae sald sbhe wue belng
made the victim of a oruel practionl
Joke of the “cancelled stamp”® order,
aDd that life bad become hurdenesome
because of the daily arrival of but-
dreds of letters. A potker sobeme that
is worked in thle way is the securing
of addrerses, particularly ol young
people, for the purpose of diatributing
among them literature of Ao iojurl ue
character, No eensivle boy or girl
should have anytbing to do with
“oapcelied stamp? communications,

PHILOSOPHY AND THE GOSPEL,

An loteresting and Importanot prob-
lem of modern philosopby ia the con-
aolousners of man ¢f nworal odligation.
Every rutional being feels that there
are certalo things he ought to do and
others that should pot be dope; he leele
under obligation to do what he per.
ceives to be *right’” and to refteln from
whatis “*wroog,' wbether bils actions
are actually guided by tbhal rule or
not. Wheunce thie unjversal submis-
siop, in the abstract at Jeast, to the rule
of rectitude? This Je ut present the
central question of ethics,

It 18 comparatively easy to account
for the development of the sense of
motal

obligation 80 far as ex-
perience goes o wooount for it
In the child aesociations  of
idess sre formed between ectiops

und the consequencea lollowine, and »
disposition is oreated in favor of those
actione whigh result in pleasure, This
I8 furtber moulded by the acthoritative
commands that govern in the hnme,
the ocburoh, tbe state, snd the rewards
or punlshroents held out, Thus u sepnre
of cuiy {u tubtened on the mind, and it
is finully perfected by the discovery
that avery enactment of law bas for its
nole objeet the well-heing of these from
whom obedlence 1s vnaoted, nnd when
this fact is recoguized submlsslon foi-
lowe, not to avold arbitrary punish-
ments, not to galo promieed rewards,
but hecause of the justics and goodness
of the laws themue) ves,

With sli this admitted, bowever, the

explapation of tbe origin of the feel-
ing that we oughbt to do what is right,
ls yet to find. Fear of the conwme-
quences may Iindeed detaln moral
agents from performing certain acts
otberwise looked upon es desirable, but
this fear oabnot orfgipate a sense ol
obligalion to conform to the diotates of
righteousnese. The snbouncement
that obedience to certain luwas Is to be
rewarded in this life or bereafter, and
that dleobedlence i» t> be punlished
may Jodeed wawaken [feellDgs of
bope or fear aod lead to
agtions 10 accordnoce with these fpel-
{ngs, but by tbat means love of duty
for ite own eake oan Dever be gebper-
ated ip the humen beart. Experlence
demonetrates thie fully.

A tbhorou,h conwiderstlon of the
problem in uall ite pbaees leads modern
thinkers to ackpowledee the futllity of
nooounting fur the origin of this won-
derful peculiarity of human belngs.
To the question, Wby ougbt [ to do
rigbt? the wliimate apwwer ls: Be-
cauee it 1a right, but no furtber socount
for ita rource can they give. The
origlu of 1it, like the oonscious-
nees of belor, i Incommenicable
to otherr, *] ougbt to do what Is
tizbt?® is an ultimate, sell-supporting,
self-authentioating experience, ohars
acierietio of buman nature as such.

This frank sdmission of philosephy of
ita Inabiiity to mccount lor one of tbhe
most lmporlant facts regarding human
nuture {8 valuable furthe pursuit of
the inquiry on snother and eplirely
difterent line. Phliosopby paturally
endesvors to lrace the origlu of the
characteristice of bumab beings ae far
Leok asto what it copeidera the begin-
ning--the childbood, infsncy. If 1t
faile ip wecoompllehing ite objeot, it is
hecause it does not go fer eoough. It
pbilosopbhy could penetrale beyond
that Bnd trace the conditiops under
which buman epirita exisled hefore
their entravoe upon thie earth, many
[ucts, Dow mystérious, would appear
perlectly olear.

The gention now under diecusalon is
oD a parvliel wilh the jaquiry
shout the orlgin of the idea ot n God,
eaid to be found unlvereslly smong
men. Numerowus philosophers cou-
tebded that it was an Ipoate idea, m-
possibie tu acoount for, while others
argued that npno conception of a
Bupreine being was eve! lormed ex-
cept through elahorate reasoning,
The Gospel of (Jurist svivad that
question satiafactorlly by sbowing that
man existed before his eotrapce upon
the earth, und that he came here with
a pitong impression of the Father
whiope presence He for the time hejpg
bad left. The lollowing eweet licea
of tke immorial post were truly ip-
apired:

In Thy holy habjtation
Did my spltit once reside?

In my Hirst primevai chlldhootd
Was I nurtured near 1hy side?

They suggest the true avlutlon of a
question witb which philosepby long
eirugyled in vain, In the same way
the dootrine of Lhe pre-exintence of the
buman spirit will be found to sconunt
for that obligation whiobh man feels to
do right, It ls B divine quality
which he bas inherited, and whioh, as
long as 1t 1s pot tolally destroyed by
wrong'doing agalpst the protests of this
feeling—tbi® coveclunce—makes re-
demption porsible,

When the Qoapsl wae preached in

the beginniog of oor era, It was conf.
dently given to the world as g
“‘pbilosophy?? of God, Graduslly 4y
wabp investigated nnd found to he aj}
that wae claimed for it. The Gospel
reslored 1o thie nge olalme hg
same bigh boror. Az lItse pripgj.
ples  bepoma onderslood 1t wyj)
be found to offer & solution to all the
important questlons with which phijj.
orophy ie pow oopoeroed., Withomt {y
tbers wij) always be gaps impoesible g
bridge in the road along wbich men
week for wisdom; with its sld Lhese
aifficulties will be overcome and pep.
feol kopowledge attained, ap far g
perfection ls puesible in this stage of
our exlstence.

FOR SHORTER HOURS.

There hnve bsen some higbly copy.
mendable fealures developed in the
eftorie of laboring men snd mechanicy

{n all oivilized eountries lo reduce tye
number of hours o » working day o
that which would be copsistent wigp
their general wellare and development
meutally, pbyslcully aod spithtuslly .
By these procesdinge; the eigbi-hoyp
vey has been - recognized in manp
pluces and departments of labor gg
beibng o fitting proportion of the time
when a man may hbe requirod 1o
work for an employer; the
remsinlog sizteen bouts belng pe.
garded as nevemrsary for rest ang
otherdemands copeistent with the wel].
belog of . the individual. Wherevep
the eight-bour dey bhaes been made (o
prevail,the arrangement seems to have
been suited In many waye to its pur.
pose ln practice as well e in theory,

HBome people, however, are always
wapling A ohange from existing copaj-
tiogs. Mapy who thought the eight-
hour eyatem would be goud now com-.
piain  thst It gives too muoh
time for laborers to loal ar.und
wnluoone or other places nol gpp.
dugive Lo their wellare; they
fotget the henefite conferred on work-
ingmen who are potloafers,apd who are
tbe ones really eotitled 1o the advan-
tages of the system and proflt therehy,
So aleo tbere some who now are neiiat.
ipng for a still further reductionin work-
iog time, ‘“Eigbthoursare too long,?”
they ory; “make it six!”

Of this latter olaes are the member-
ahip ot the Obicagobricklayers’ uoion.
The aititode of this organization is the
more notable because it wans the agency
which firat obtained the elght.houp
day in Cbioago. Tbebricklayeras of
the Windy City bad been members of
tbe Internustioval union, but the )atter
body was not eufficiently deglalve
in ite aotlon om the raduction
to eight bours, e0 the OChiongouns
withdrew, apd started oul ip the
movement themwslves, achieving suc.
cers. ‘The latter patt of this month
the [nlernstionei unlon of hriok.
layern holds ite convention st New Or.
leans. The Culcago union bas ap-
pointed a committee to attend tbhat
convention and to propoe® A reunlon
with the International organization,
the conditlon belng that the latter will
adopt the poitoy of making six hours
a dny’s work. If thie propositlon la
nol sccepted (altbough tbhereare pavera)
leading union men whbo belleve it will
be), the Ubiecago bricklayers will make
the move on tbeir own accouut, trust-



