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propheey, revealed twenty-four
hundred years ago the present con-
dition of the world and the situation
that His Church would be in when
it should be established upon the
eartly in our day. And we nceed not
fear. No matier what may hiappen,
we have no need for fear. The only
cause that will create fear in my
mind—and that feeling does some-
times assail me—is the Lknowledge
that the Latter-day Saints are not
living as they should do; that there
is division amoung them, tliat there
18 strife, that they are loving the
world and the things of the world,
and that they are placing their af-
fections upon something else more
than upon tile building up of the
Kingdom of God. When I wituess
such a spirit, I confess that I am
_assailed with fear; not that the work
of God will be endangered, not that
the purposes of God will be turned
aside; bus I fear lest the Latter-day
Sainfs, as o people, will be scourged,
beeause of the conduct of those who
profess to be Saints and bear the
nome of the Lord Jesus Christ. [f,
however, weare living as we should
do, keeping the commandments of
God and walking in the straight
and narrow path, then wu have no
need for fear. The question that [
propounded awhile ago, as to
whether these forces that are ar-
rayed against us woulkd have power
over us, can easily be nnswered If
this he our condition. If you Lat-
terday Saints in Weber County are
ail living as you should be, I can
promise you, as a servant of God,
that #le will come to your deliver-
ance in ways that you never
dreamed of, and that which may
seem to be a disaster and to interfere
with your future prosperity will be
changed into a blessing and be over-
ruled for your good. 'Thie has been
the caze in the past; it will be so in
the future
These troubles that we now have
are comparatively Iight to those
that we shall have to meet with.
But when they come we shall have
the strength necessary to rise above
them ; for as they increase, our
strength will inerease in proportion.
The forces whieh now antagonize
us are insignificant compared with
forces that we shall yet have to cope
with, and with which we shall eope
successfully.® Threatening and for-
midable ns the powers arrayed
against us now may be because
of cur wenk condition, we will find
as we grow In strength, as we gain
influence and power, the opposing
forces will also increase, until, as 1
have said, it will not only be n nation,
but it will be the whole world that
will fight against Zion and will seek
her destruction. And under those
circumstances what will save us?
Nothing will snve us but the right-
eousness of the Latter-dai\; Bainta,
and the power of God which that
righteousness wlill  bring forth.
The hour was as dark when a neigh-
borhood fought this Church as it is
today. The Proplet Joseph Bmith
and his fellow-servants had as muach
couse to feel, in the beginning, that
the work was as much in danger of
destruction then as some mny
think it is in danger of that fate now,
because they had ali they could con-

tend with, and it was just as much
a8 they could do to live. The Pro-
phet’s life was sought for diligently,
and it was only by the power of God
that he eseaped.  Afterwards, when
the Baints moved to Kirtlund, they
were swtcunded with just as many
threatening ditticulties and dangers,
and it seemed no more possible to
the unbelieving at that time for the
Chureh to live than it does to that
class today. Yet the Church did
live and prospered. So in Missouri
and Illinois, and so it has been from
that day until the present time.

Bhall we have trving hours? Yus.
Wy should we not have? Do
¥You think that you can be connect-
ed with a work that has such a des-
tiny as this and not have trouble
and difficulty, and nol seem some-
times as though you would be over-
whelmed? It would be impossible.
But, in these hours which seem to
men so dark, God has promised unto
us the outpouring of His Holy
Bpirit and the comfort which that
Bpirit gives, which makes men and
women happy in the midst of the
deepest distress and affliction. He
has promised that unto us, and it
hag never yet failed. When the
Saints have been suffering the direst
afflictions, when it has scemed as if
they would be overwhelmed, they
then have had the sustaining hand
and power of God extented to them,
and their hearts have been com-
forted, and they have been led to
ook forward with hopetul anticipa-
tion to the future. Thus it has
been, thus it is, and thus it will be.
We have got to live independent of
these surrounding circumstances
and to carry within us that peace
whicli God designs we shall enjoy.
No matter how dark the clouds may
be, or how threatening the future
may appear, it is our privilege to
have within us this peace which
comes from God. It is our privilege
to have the Holy Ghost in our
hearts-—to have, a8 it were, the
presence of God himeelf with ug, to
sustain us nnd fo give unto us the
assurance that though our enemies
are atrong and umerous and full of
threatenings, yet He is near unto
ug with His power, to assist and
deliver us aud to give unto us that
comfort and conselation which we
need.

Brethren and sisters, it resolves
itself into this, in orr case: We must
live that religion which God has re-
venled unto us—live it so that we
shall have its power withic us, so
that its gifts shall nbound and that
we shall rejoice in them. We gliould
live go that if we were in a subter-
rapenn dungeon. shut out from the
light of day, the Spirit of God and

the light of eternity -would still

come to us into that dark place and
enlighten our minds and fill us
with peace and joy. We should
live independent of external circum-
stances and in such close commun-
fon with God that the consciousness
of his power and l)resen(:e will rest
upon us every hour. Then, no
matter what may oeeur, we shall be
prepared for it, becnuse we will
know that He who is mightier than
all the armies of the earth is our
friend, and He will stand by us and
deliver us in the very extremity of
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distress and of trial. This is the
way that weshould live. Butif
we quarrel over water or over land,
orare eager to sell land and make
large prices on it, our minds run-
ning out after the things of the
world, forgetting the things of God
and that our Iabor is to build up His

| Zion in purity and power on the

earth, and allowing our minds to
become engrossed with the love of
the things of the world and strugg-
ling to gain them—if thiz be our
condition, then we are not safe and
we need to repent with allour hearts
and turn to our God and obtain His
forgiveness, so that His Spirit will
be poured out upon us in such power
that we shall know we have Hisap-
proval and blessing.

We have been talked fo about
famines, about pestilence, and about
calamities of various kinds. These
things have been predicted, and
they will come. But I sometimes
think that some of our people do not
believe the prediction about famine;
for when water becomes scarce and
crops are likely to fail, there are
some almost rendy to fight
over water. It i3 deplorable
for Latter-day B8aints to indulge
in this spirit and %ive way to thess
feelings. The Lord permits a great
many things to occur in order to
test His Saints, and I belleve that
this searcity of water will try the
Latter-day Saints more than going
to prison for unlawful cohabitation,
polygamy, or anything else that
they bave passed through the last
four years. Lt is not only trying the
men who bave had more than one
wife, but it is trying those who
have no wife or only one wife. It
is likely to test the faith of all
classes; and if this is going to test
the faith of Latter-day Saints, I do
not know but it is just as good a trial
as the Lord ean permit to come upon
ug. I do not see why we should nat
be prepared for that as well as any-
thing else. It tests the faith of the
Latter-day Baints; it tests their pa-
tience; and patience is a gift just as
much as wisdom is, or just as much
as the gift of tongues, or healing, or

prophecy. Patience is =a gift,
hope 18 a gift, faith iz a
gift, and charity 18 a gift. If

we have charity, we are filled
with the pure love of God. If we
have hope, we are not discouraged
at forbidding cireumstances,because
it nssare’ us that all things will
work together for our good. If we
have faith, we lock forward with
perfect confidence to the future,
‘Thess are gifts which God requires
the Saints to possess. If the Saints
have the gilt of patience, they will
endure Jmtiently and with forti-
tude and longsuffering the trials
that they liave to contend with.
This hot weather is apt to make us
somewhat impatient and irritable;
and when we see our trees perishing
and our crops golng back into the
ground, for the want of water, our
patience is tried.

Brethren and sisters, let us pray
to God for patience. We ought to
pray always for the gifts that are
suited to our condition and eircum-
stapces, and we need this gift es-
pecially in these days. We nlso
need charity., “Charity suffereth



