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THE EDITOR’S COMMENTS.

ILLEGAL NATURALIZATIONS,

Prior to the close of registration, and
at a time when political managers
were rushing through the ccurts large
numbers of more or less doubtiul

maturalization cases, the NEwS depre-
©ated the precipitancy with which the
latter were belng disposea of, and sug-
gested a more careful inquiry into
them. That the suggestion was well-
timed is abundantly substantiated by
information that comes to us [rom a
source which we regard as being of the
most trustworthy character. If the
facts are as staled, and we have every
reazon to believe that they are, a
gross abuse of the naturalization lawe
has been effected, and a sitvation 0!
great gravily has been created by over-
zealous ana unserupulous political
workerse,

In a city of this Territory where
gessions oif the distriet court are held
with considerable regularity, a score or
more olforeigners are said to have beep
naturalized and registered, not one of
whom was eligible undzr the law; ina
‘bateh not one bad been in the United
States longer than three years, and
some not longer than one year; in sev-
seral if not in most instancee, the first
gapers had pot been taken oul;a num-
‘ber of the applicunts were unable to
speak English; and one, whose name
48 on the registration list, is not yet
twenty-one years old, Now,every one
of the fore/gners refeired to committed
gperjury. But what is still more sur-
priging, each of them produced two
‘witnesses, who had previcusly been re-
garded as honorable and reputable
mmen, who swore to the sane [alse
statementis,

It is understood that party workers.
on the opposing eide to which these
pewly-made eitizens are said to
belopg have expressed a delermination

‘to prosecute every vne of them for per-
jury shoul& they wattempt to cast hal-
lote. A good deal of feeling has been
worked up, and friends of the natural-
ized men are fearful that serious trou-
ble may result to the latter. The evi-
depce with which to sustain a prosecu-
tion against them is declared to be
woverwhelming, and they are at the
merey of their political opponents, and
the officers of the law. Onpe of them
is reported to have made a confession
-of the essential facls, and states that
his countrymen were deceived as fo
the requirements of the naturalization
lawe, and were prevailed upon by
political managers to testify as they
-did in taking cut their papers, They
areof a respectable and honest class,
and have come to Utah to make
homes. But they appear to have been
duped and placed in jeopardy, all to
increase the chaunces of party succese,

'T'his is & scandal that cught to excite
the indignation of every citizen, re-
gardlesg of politics. The natursliza-
tion laws are plain enough, and the
only reasonable complaint against
them Js that they are too broad. There
is no excuse, legal or morsl, for their
abuee in this instance, If the facts are
-as stated, a great crimme has been com-
mitted, and the righta of all the
witizens of our ecommonwesalih

have beeu feloniously invaded. It
would perhaps be regretable to see
men severely punished for doing what
they had been led to believe they had a
perfect right to dc; but if prosecutions
are to be ipstituted, every bonest eciti-
zen will hope that the weight of the
law’s veugeance may fall on the men
who manipulated the affair, not slight-
ing the witnesses who tesufied to the
eligibility of the candidates for natural-
1zation,

Probably a judge is jostified in ad-
mitting an applicant to citizenship
who is vouched for by two wituesses
that are regarded as men of truth and
veracity; but it dcoes seem 10 us that
when an aiien is obliged to have an
interpreter while being exsmined, it ia
a suspicious cirecumst.pce, and there is
au ¢flluence of precedents on the
recorus ol the district courts )p this
Territory wherein the judge bas, on
his own motior, departed from the
atereotyped citecuism, medea close in-
vestigation, aod rejected theapplica-
tivn if the result was not entirely satis-
factory., No dlstriet judge ought
willingly to allow his eccurt to be
manipulated by political workers,
much less ought he to be willing to
let a reputstion attach to it implying
that political jobbery can be accom-
plished in it,

THE INDUSTRIAL SITUATION.

Under the heading, ““Local Business
QOutlook,”” the Chicago Dispaich of the
19th inst. has an editorial article, giv-
ing filgures reiative to the industrial

situation in tbat city, which certainly
have AN encouraging appearauce,
though there is a perceptible political
flavor associated with them,from which
~uch statistics ought to be entirely free.
The industrial condition of Chicago is
an index to that condition throughout
a vast area, and as the figzures puarport
to be official, a value attaches to them
which 18 increased by the decideuly
cheerful conclusion to which they lead.
They are subjoined:

There are about 2500 manufaeturing
firms in Chicago, employing, approxi-
mately, 200,000 Lands.  Of this number
Mr. Gruenhut selected 140 representative
firms in protected industres, includin
all lines of trade, and persoually secure
from the superintendents’ official state-
ments of the number of men employed
now, the number employed during the
World’s Fair season, and the number
employed dnring the period of industrial
depression, which began to affect manu-
factaring trades in June and July and
reached its height in August, 1893,

The following figures are interesting:
Number of employes in May, '03....69,024
Number of employes in Aug.,’93....38,005
Number of employes Oect. 1, '04.......L3,455

This shows that nearly two-thirds of
the employes in protected industiries
were dropped when hard times came. It
proves that business has again improved
until today nearly all the employes dis-
charged in '93 have been re-employed.

it should be remembered that the large
number of employes in ‘93 was pnrt,ialfy
due to the influence of the World’s Fair,
which gave to all lines of business an
artificial boom.

Mr. Gruenhut adds: ‘‘Chieago is in
good shape for the coming winter. Last
yeéar we had an army of the unemployed
pumbering fully 100,000. This army has
disappeared. A large portion of it has
foundp employment; the remainder has
scattered and left town. The loeal work-
shops and factories are busy. There are
a few exceptions, but the figures prove
beyond any question that business is
healthy and increasing.”

Bpeaking locally,it may be saia that,
while the situation is not such as to
relieve the well-to-do from the neces-
sity of aiding the unfortunate, it is far
better than it was a year ago. While
there are idle men, and families who
will be destitute unless they recelve
ald in excess of their own resourcee,
the number of such eases is small 1n
comparison with last fall, Further-
more, there 18 more employment now
than there was then, home manufac-
turing ipstitutions, as a rule, ranning
to their full eapacity, This vreates a
state of aflairs which aftords great
rellef. - There has been a very general
adjustment of domestic economy to
meet existing eonditions, crops have
been heavy, the prices of almost all the
pecessaries of life have been much
reduced, and the situation as a whole,
i this city and Territory, is not by
any means as gloomy as it was a year
ago,

FOR UNION OF CHURCHES.

The conference for the purpose of ar-
ranging, if possible, a union between
the Roman Catholic church and the
various anclent Christian organiza-

tions in Aria, was opened Wednesday,
Oct, 24th, at Kome, his holiness pre.
siding. Reference to this important
movement, in which the present
ncumbent of the papal offi ce hags laken
the initiative, has been made on pre-
vious oceasions in these columns. The
dispateh concerning the openiug meet-
ing contains but few detalls, but it ap-
pears, from the account of the partiei-
pantg, that no representatives of east-
ern dissenting churches were present,
two Catholic patriarchs of Syria and a
delegate representing the Maronite
patriarchs being the only ones men-
tioned, except the cardinals represent-
ing the western division of the
church, Full details must be awaited
before the success or the import-
ance of this conference can be esti-
mated.

The Maronites are a peculiarChristian
sect of very ancient origin located
chiefly on the western ueclivity of
Mount Liebanon,but spread all over the
surrounding country as far as Aleppo
in the north and Nszareth in the
south. At present they number about
150,000 souls. In the 12Zth century
they recoguoized the authority or the
Roman chureb, and renewed the
contract of unfon in a following cen-
tury. In tbeir faith and practices
they difter somewhat irom Rome,
Thus they administer the sacrament
in both embleme. In their liturgy
they use the ancient Syriac language
instead of Latin, and their olergymen,
it married before their ordination, are
permitted to continue their martial
relations. They also bave some
festivala and saints not known by the
Roman church, Their chief ecolesi-
astical head is a patriarch, who, how-
ever, acknowledges the supremacy of



