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believe it was in 18581856 that the
reaurepublican party was organizedzebandnd
at their first convention held in
philadelphia they incorporated in
their platform thenoted planar the
twin relic of barbarism slavery and
polygamy and pledged themselves
to rid the country of these two evilsevill
for 16 years they have labored in-
cessantlyceiscels to this end but they
know not the thoughts of the lord
nor understand his counsels nev-
erthelessertheless they are kishia servants to
execute his purposes and they
doubtless have a desire to accom-
plish tillall that he designs with regard
bothemto them Havhave etheythey succeeded in
strangling the twins so far as
slavery iais concerned they have suc-
ceeded in abolishing it in the oknox
iouslous formsforma in which it prevailed in
thetho southern states but still it ex-
ists and lato likely to continue to ex-
ist in a modimodifiednnedfled form while wackwick-
edness existsestate upon the earth afri-
cans and white men aaroinaro in bondage
not in the same form sans that in
which the southern slaves were held
before the war for the extreme ex-
cessesclases perpetrated under that sys-
tem in many particulars were very
great wrongs to mankind and very
grievous in the sight of heaven and
of right thinking people and
changes were determined in the
mind of jehovah and have been ef-
fected the authors of this republi-
can plank have taken polygamy as
taught by the latter day saints
caas being bynosynonymousnamous with the
polyfolypolygamygainygarny of oriental na-
tion

nat-
ions and the bigamy of the chris
tian nations this iais clearly
shown in the law of 1662 passed by
the congress of the united states
designed for its suppression the
term bigamy being used instead of
polygamy the offenseoffence was made
to consist in the marriage rather
than in the cohabitation following
the old english statutes of shenew
england states on the subject of
bigamy clasciasclassingsliMbilm onnout as55 stem of mar-
riage with that which waswaa made
criminal by thetha english statutes
and by the statutes of the northern
states whenrhen in reality there wabwas
very little if any similarity the
bigamy of england and the ameri-
can states consists in crime and de-
ceptioncapception the betraying and wrong-
ing of two innocent and unsuspect-
ing women while the corrupt ly-
ing deceiving unprincipled husband
was feigning virtus and integrity
both violating their conconfidenceenceonce by
lying and deceptiondeceptions and by violat-
ing all the duties and obligations of
marriage the duties that the father
owes to the wife and children and
also to the state but the fact that
our lawmakerslaw makers took this view of our
social system when they passed this
law egowaahola how poorly and illIII they
comprehended the system of mar-
riage BSas taught by the latter day
saints the republican party had this
view of the ameno doubt when they
first announced this noted plank
further experience and knowledge
among the people of the united
states has in somebome measure chang-
ed their view upon this subject and
they haxohavo attempted to shapeshapo their
legislation accordingly and in the
recent law of congrocongress known aaas
thetho edmunds law they have espec-
ially in the amendment they have
adopted to the law of 1862 classed
polygamy with bigamy and enacted
penalties against both and still
further they made it a continuous
offence by providing penalties for
cohabitation asnta well as for the murwax
niage for eDhabitationcohabitation however tbthea
penalties consist of light fines and
short imprisonment but for murmar

fines and long imprison
ment this iais the view taken by
ouroar christian statesmen in relation
to thetho moral aspecthect otof thisthia question

anciently when gods laws pro-
vided a government for ancient
israel marriage was honorable both

and single as all students of
the biblobible know full well at the
same time adultery waawas punished
by death from the days that king
Abimelek attempted intimacy with
barshsarah whom he supposed to
babe eligible to marry but afterwards
foundjound her to babe thetho wife of abra-
ham from the time that the
aangelancelngel of the lord warned him that
bsho rwouldouid babe n dead man it hghe per

slatedelated from that timetimetoto thothe coming
of the savior adultery was punish-
able by deathdeaths while marriage both
single and plural waswaa honorable or-
dained and appointed of god and
provision was made for the protection
and rights of each wife and her off-
spring91ningring but our christian states
menmou are offering premiums for if

and are seeking to
make odious the honor and purputpurityity of
marriage this la allail wrong they
are in error in the view they take of
it if their bishops priests poten-
tates and religious teachers would
betakebetaque themselves to tho tashetaste of
first seeking the light of heaven
upon this question and would then
strive to enlighten our statesmen
and the people of the united states
pertaining to social ethics and the
purposes of heaven in the union of
the bexessexes and beekseek to encourage
honorable marriage and honorable
increateincrease in the earth instead of en-
couragingcouraging licentiousness and child
murder they would thereby secure
the favor of heaven and the perpe-
tuity of his blessings upon them as
a nation and people

the prophet joseph smith the
year before hohe was slain testified
of these things and although he
taught this social system to the natlat
ter day saints and to the more de
voutvont wise and prudent of the women
of israel as hundreds can testify
havehavo testified and are able to testify
todayto daysday yeyett itt was necessary in in-
troducing I1it and facing the oppose tion
and the Pprejudicesre of thetho age to
proceed wwiselyI1my in these instructionsinstructionsiona
and while his name was before the
people of the united states as
a candidate for the presidency
and national questions werevero being
discussed pro and con by the latterlatten 1

day saints and throughout the na-
tion by all the political societies of
the time joseph smith took occa-
sion to issue a pamphlet containing
his views on the powers and policy
odtheof the government of the united
states he also preached some ser-
mons upon the subject in nauvoo
and in the prophet coun
selled the people otof the united
states in relation to the manner of
disposing of the vexed question of
slavery which he recognized as
evil that Is the form in which it
existed in the united states which
should be abolished butbui rather thanohan
proceed to its abolishment by wag-
ing warwax against the institution as
the antl slavery men were trying to
do counsellercounselledcounselled that this desfreddesireddesi
changoschange tuethe modification 0 this
system of labor in thothe south be ef-
fected on a principle of honor equi-
ty and peace that a fund should
be fund of the na
blonttion foror the abolishment of slavery
and to0 nnegotiate with the states in
behalf of the slave owners for the
gradual emancipation of the slaves
their owners to be reasonably com-
pensatedpensated for the freedom of theirthein
servants and in process of years to
change the status of the negro
make his labor free and place him
inalnain a condition to bobe educated and
elevaalevaelevatedted and still maintain the
faith of the nation and the faith of
the northern states with the
southern states thus it was
that the true policy and counsel
ofheaven to our nation was mani-
fested and spurned the extremists
of the north the antiantl agita-
tors heeded it not and neither
party approached the subject with
any earnest determination to effect
an honorable settlement of this
question thothe few statesmen that
made propositions in the congress
of thetha united states loosinglooting to this
resultresulttoto the accomplishment of the
liberation of the slaves dettling this
question on the basis proposed by
thothe prophet joseph smith but
whether they were influenced by
his advice or whwhetherother the same
spirit that
also upon these statesmen there
werewore someboma that made advances
looking to the accomplishment of
the object in this way but it was
not generally received or favored or
itaas deemed impracticable atall events the sequel proved that the
opposing elements warred against
each other culminating in thatgreat fratricidal war which resulted
in the shedding of too much blood
and the impoverishing of one half
of the nation

prior to this however the union
and fraternal feeling that formerly
existed had been gradually weaken
ing in the various religious organ-
izationsizatlonsions of the nation all the lead-
ing churches of the nation had di-
vided at what was known as the
mason and dixon line the line
separating the free from the slave
states weve had thetho humiliating
spectacle throughout the landlaudlandofof
the methodist church of the nornonnorthth
sad uiatho methodist church of thothe

south the presbyterian church of
the north the presbyterian church
of the south the baptist church of
the north and the baptist church
of the southbouth I1 believe the only
christian church in america that
did not over the slavery question
split the blanket divide itaits property
its franchises and ecclesiastical or-
ganization waswaa the bonanhonanbonhon an catho-
lic church who recorecognized the ne-
cessity of a united body under one
grand head this division of sects
prepreparedlared thetho hearts and minds of
the people for the deadly conflict
that ensued

on the subject of the other twin
relic there appears no such division
both the north and the bouthsouth and
religious sleetsfleets of whatever name
or belief are united in the denunci-
ation otof the latter day saints and
the system of marriage introduced
by the prophet joseph smith thisthia
as I1 have already said is founded
partly in their ignorance with re-
gardgard to the true spirit and nature of
the doctrine taught by the prophet
josephjoeeph smith and believed in by
the latter day saints As I1 have
already said they have classed it
with the bigamy of england and the
american states and they have
classed it with oriental polygamy
for it Is known to all students of
history to all that are familiar with
thothe conditions of the nations at the
presentresent time and the history of na-
tions in past ages that polygamy
has been the rule I1 will notay
that it has been the rule among the
common people of all nations but
polygamy has existed and has been
recognized to a greater or less ex-
tent BOso far as its practice wagwas conconi 1

alstedt withwilh the conditions of the
people of the various nations it has
been the rule from time immemori-
al

Immemorlmori
a and there basbaa never been a time
in the history of the world when it
has not been common and recogniz-
ed among the nations of the earth
with the exception of modem eur-
ope the christians of our time
claim the prevailing system of mar-
riage in modern europe and in the
united states as the result of
christianity to this I1 reply that
neither christ nor his apostles
ever uttered one word in condconacondemna-
tion

emna
of that system of marriage

that waswaa in vogue in their daydaysa and
that had been recognized and ac-
knowledged injn the house of israel
from the days of abraham until
christ in fact chrict laimjaimbelrself was
thetho fruittruit of polygamy so far astaeas the
flesh wabwall concerned andand nowhere
is theretothere to be found one word in con-
demnationdemnation of this systemf or any-
thing intimating that he intended
to change the then existing rela-
tions of the sexesboxes but while he as
well as hishib apostles and the
ancient prophets and patriarchs de-
nounced adultery and fornication
they recognized and sustained hon-
orable marriage whether singleeingle
or plural and everyevely form
of elicitillicit intercourse with
of the sexes was condemned by the
primitive christians as well as by
the prophets and patriarchs of old
the only passage of scripture that I1have ever heard quoted as appear-
ing to limit the early christians to
single marriage was the baying of
one of the apostles st paulraul to
timothy in which hehebaldsaidbaid that a
bishop should be the husband of
one wife having faithfulfilthfulfui children
and one who knows how to govern
his own house for baideaid heyheshe if he
knows not how to rule well his own
house how shall he ruletteruleruie the church
of god now this scripture taken
as a whole evidently shows that
lililihis object was not to intimate thata bishop have one wife only
but he intended to make this im-
pression that he must be a man of
family one that had experience in
household affairs one that under-
stood all those tender relations ex-
isting between husband and wifewire
and parent and child onoone that hadbad
shown himself a wise and discreet
father one that was capable of
gulguiguidingdirig his own houbehouse and of lead-ing his family in the wayaways of recti-
tude and of controlling them in the
fear of god for except he laIs able togovern his own house how could itbe expected that he could govern
the churellchurch of god noarnow irinif la thishisrespect a bishop had proved himahlm
beiraselfa wleewite and discreet hrandfatfhtfather andhusband a manchoman who kildew how to
rule well his own fkrfarfamilytilly this warwas a
qualification recommending him as
u suitable person to bobe trusted with
the office of a bishop and how
much more suitable would he bobe
for that position if liehe were perfectly
able to govern two or more wives
and to rear their children in the fear
of god the very fact that a bishop
must be the husband of one wife if
we admit the correctness of the

c01 our christian rends injn

this regard shiehwhichwhich however we do
not by any means the logical infer-
ence Is that any other officer or
member in the church but a bishop
was at liberty to have more than
one wife for if he intended it to
be a general prohibition why should
he confine it to the bishop why did
hohe not make it general it Is sheer
sophistry on the part of our sectary
an friends and groundlessground lees ahternetertion
that menogamy to the exclusion of
polygamy was introduced into
europe by the primitive christians
for that system of marriage was in-
troducedtrod prior to the establishment
of christianity in europe by the
roman empire and became the
form of marriage in early times
when as history alleges men were
moromore numerous in romehome than
women and the earlier settlers of
rome were political refugeeseess renelene
gades and graces from sur-
rounding nations and were under
the necessity of making raldaraida upon
their neighbors to procure wives
endond it became a matter of necessity
and for mutual protection to limit
the number to one it was the
roman state that limited the num-
ber of a mamsmana wives to one and not
the christian church and this being
donedoco it was perpetuated and his
tory teaches us that under that

system romehome became the
moatmost licentious of all nations I1 do
not intend to enter into an argu-
ment in favor of polygamy my spispir-
it

r
rather leads me to imbres upon

the latter day the charac-
ter of this great social question
and the duties and respon-
sibilitiesties that rest upon wa aaas a
peoplepeoples principles that have eman-
atedate from heaven obligations that
we cannot ignore audand duties that
we cannot shirk for GodgodelasgodhanGodEhashashaa
set hishia hand to gather israel accord-
ing to the prophets god hasba set
his hand to establish his zion god
has bateat his hand to build his king-
dom in thothe earth according to the
prediction of the holy prophetprophets
god laIs determined to work a wawork
that en allail babanbaaa marvelous work and
a wonderwondererwonderrwhichaich he has
and will carry on to completion in
hlahia own peculiar way his arm is
stretched out and it will not return
void itft will not fallfail to accomplish
the thing that it habhas commenced to
performperforms it Is to raise up and es-
tablish to himself a holy nation a
kingdom of priests a peculiar peo-
ple camposeoaamcamposea of the blood of israel
behasha has decideclaredaredaxed chatinhat la thethelasttastlast
days ephraimEphrsimalm shall behishia
them he would gather together
and upon them hohe would place his
holy priesthood and them he
would use as hiahla servants and as
his instruments to push the people
together from the ends of the earth
for moses while blessing the tribe
of joseph before his death bayssays
hiss horns are like the horns of

unIunicornsCOMS and with them shall he
push the people together from the
ends of the earth and they aroare the
ten thousands of ephraim and the
thousands of mannassahMan 11 speak
lnaink of the tribe of judah jacob saysmys
the sceptre shall not depart from

judah nor al er from between
his feet until shiloh come now
the motto or insignia of judah was
the lion while the unicorn was that
of the heueheme of ephraim and in the
days of the kingdom of
Israibraisraelisraeliselaseiaswas divided and jeroboam
an Ephralmite reigned in samaria
over the ten ten tribes whilst nehokeho
boam continued to reign over the
kingdom of judah which included
the tribes of judah and benjamin
and fragments of other tribes that
remain with them after a time
the ten tribes BOso far corrupted their
way that the lord gave them into
the hands of their enemy the king
of asyria who made war against
them and carried them captive into
his own land heretookbetooktook the nobility
and the more wealthy portions of
the peoplespeople and planted them in dis-
tant portions of his empire far to the
eastward and sent backbaek hlahia 0onnownwn
geiplepeople to marry with the poor that
hea had left in the jandland of
israel and thus grewgrow up that
mongrel race that werewore after-
wards known aasa the samaritanasamaritansSamar itans
but esdras tells us that israel after
they were led into captivIty planted
in the far eastcast of the Aeassyriansyrian em-
pire took counsel among themEthemselveselves
and began to repentrepents a d theythoy said
among themselves in bounellounellcil letlat
us call upon the lord andund eeezee if he
will not lead us into a country where
wowe may dwell totogethergethers and keep
the commandments and judgments
which he gave unto our fathers
which we never kept in t ur own
land and god heard their prayers
and thefordthetho lord led them and they
journeyed a year and a baimakalts jour
neydeytoto what hohe called the north
coun god divided the waters

before thernthorn and he planted thelthen
in a land by themethemselveselves and tiktin
book of mormon clearly shows 4
that notable parable shout the ollolialiw
treetre that god has planted brancha
of lethe house of israel not only oa

the american continent but on04

other distant portions of the gloglob

where he nourishes thomthorn andoandoh
savior tells uaus in one of his krail
paparablesrabies that the
lais likened to leaven hid in thivtbt
meameimeasures of mealymeal till theth iciiti
was leavened now oneono of theth
measures of meal in which the 14q
ven was deposited was the people
israel in palestine anotherjuanm
of meal in which the I1leaveneaven waiwas 6
posited was upon thiothis abekameriamerl
continent and third measure
meal in which the leaven wak
posited was among the tribetribet
israel whom the father led out
the land into a country yet to

discovered and this leaven watWM

work until the whole should be h
and this the savior clencler

explained in that saying to Jfe
jewsjewe andifandy other sheep I1 hjh
which aleaie not of this fold th

also I1 must bring nadadd they da
hear my voice and there
one fold and one shepherd wiewin
the savior showed himmahimetelf totto t
Nephites on the american coitcon

nentneut he quoted that saying ti
saidbald unto the Nephites that tkth
were the other sheep referred
and he stillaull told thtasam that hscWother sheep that were not of tiktin

fold either to whom also hohe wdworl

show himself oudond among khoma
would minister aadand the time it
come that theybehall be gathegatheredrad irilri

one when there shall be onen ittfit

and oneove shepherd and he coicoa

banded the people that they shoel

write thothe things that he taugtautan
them both those at jerusalem a
those upon this continent were eljelfaa
banded to writeto what they sawnbawn
heard and hohe gave the nepal
to understand that when he shod
show himself to the other tribestribu
israel whom the father had k

away that thythey also should veiwei
and the time should comecoma when a
jowsjowa would have the writings4 ofiloak
Nephites and the Nephites woivoi
have the words andnod writings of ft

jewsjewe and both the jews and neilkepi
itesitea would have the writings of 6
ten tribes and the ten lost
would also have the writings of a

jews and NepNophites nay more thtb
thetho time would come whenthen all a11

people of god should bobe gathered
sethergather in one and the things tt
write shall alsoalao be gathered boget
in one and there shall be one idfd
and one shepherd and th
shall we beeeee the thicethree mame
uresurea of meal all leavened tk

gethergather and let me say there isi
power in the united states neith
is there in europe nor in the radwid
world that can hinder the accoe

ment of the purposes of a6
almighty which are outlinededledi
the predictpredictionsfonstons of the Propprophetsheti j

the book of mormon contocontu
the falness of the evereverlastinglating oil

pelpol the record of the ancient si31

philes translated by thejosephjoseph smith by the gift and pompow
of god in him that we may codcos
to a knowledge of thothe principleplespies
thetho gospel in simplicity andslid in yapa

ity it makes clear manmanyy dark ala
ings of the jewish scripturescriptures i
they have come down to usup I1

sheds a flood of light over the bibbih
it contains the keyhey of knowknowledglediidelled
and understanding and it is mamen

precious than allnil thothe works of mci
ernam times and is worthasworth more adwll
the youth of israel should read ai
become familiar with it and codcorf
pare it with the jech h scripture4

there is more to be learned out of iit

my young friends thalthai lais calculatecalculiteited

to prove of real worth and
to the soul than can be acquired at
all the universities colleges and
schools otof science and art of modemmodern
times and in saying toils I1 gaygaj
nothing prejudicial to ficBejencenlences illlil
anyanythingthinsthing in the least degleedegree to fouflu
courage the acquisition of belenon
but thetha moyemoyo forcibly to imbres
upon the minds of the youth 00
graelisrael everywhere not to neglestneld
those ahinga which are thith
weightier matters the hothol
scripture 1 the book of mot
monmonandand thothe revelations of god dtf
contained in the doctrine and covcoicov
anant for the fear of the lord 1X

the boginningbeginning of wisdom and
knowledge of the only true and bvbi
ing god and of his purposes co
corning us and our being upon titthi
earth the object of our creationad
that which is designed concern izi
us both in time and in eterna
laIs of paramount importance and 0
greater value than anything thathat
can be bestowed upon mortal muroan
rhefhe greatest of all the gifts of godgi
Is13 tilithe gift of eternal life and eter


