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BY | able by death, while marriage both | of the SBouth; the Baptist church of | ence Is, that any other officer or| Book of Mormon clearly shows, §
gingle and plural was honorable, or-|the North, and the Baptist church | member in the Church buta Bishop | that notable parable shout the oliy
APDSTLE EB ASTUS SN[]W dained and appeinted of God, and | of the SBouth, I believe the only | was at liberty to haye more than | tree, that God has planted branch
) | provision was made for the protection | Christian church in America that|one wife. Forif he intended it to|of the house of Israel not only

DELIVERED
In the Tabernacle, Salt Lake City,
Saturday Morning, (in Gene-

eral Conference) Oclober
Tth, 1882.

REPORTED BY JOHN IRVINE.

I belleve it was in 1856 that the
Republican party was organized;and
at their first convention held in
Philadelphia, they incorporated im
their platform thenoted plank, “the
twin relle of barbarisra—slavery and
polygamy,
to rid the coun
For 16 years they hav
cessantly $o this en

| and rights of each wife and her ofl-

T

gpring. But our Christian siates-
men are offerlng premiums, for li-
centiousness, and are seeking fo

| make odious the honor and purity of

marriage. This is all wrong. They
are In error in the view they take of
it. If their bishops, priests, poten-
tates and religious teachers would
betake themselves to the task of
first seeking the light of heaven
upon this question, and would then
strive to enlighten our statesmen

did not, over the slavery question,
split the blanket, divide its property,
its franchises and ecclesiastical or-
anization, was the Ron.an Catho-
church, who ized the ne-
ceseity of a united body under one
grand head. This dlvision of sects
prepared the hearts and minds of
the people for the deadly conflict
that ensued.
On the subject of the other twin
relic, there appears no such division.
Both the North and the South and

and the people of the United States

" and pledged themselves | p
try of these two evils. | the sexes,
e labored in-| honorable marriage
d; but they |increate in the earth, instead of en-

pertaining to social ethics and the
of heaven in the union of
and seek to encourage
and honorable

know not the thoughts of the Lord, | couraging licentionsness and child-

nor understand His counsels,
.ertheless, they are His servants to
execate his purposes, and they

Nev-

doubtless have & desire fo accom-

lish sll that he designs with regard |
them. Have they succeeded in |

strangling the ftwins? So far as

slavery is concerned
ceeded in abolishing
jous forms in which it
the Southern States; but still it
ists and is likely to continue to

they have sue- | faught this social
it in the ocbnox- | ter-day Saints, and to the more de-
prevailed in | vout,wise and
ex- | of Israel, as hundreds can testify,
ex- | have testified, and are able to testify

fat, in a modified form, while wick-| to-day, yet it was necesssary

murder, they would thereby secure
the favor of Heaven and the perpe-

| taity of His blessings upon them sas

a nation and people.

The Prophet Joseph Bmith, the
year before he was glain, testifled
of these thinge; and although he
system to the Lat-

prudent of the women

in in-

edness exists upon the earth, Afri-| troducing it and facing theopposition

cang and white men are in bondage, | and the

not in the same form as that in

which the southern slaves were held | And while his name was before the

rejudices of the age, to
wisely in these instructions.

before the war, for the extreme ex-| people of the Uniled Btates as

cesses perpetrated under
tem, in many particulars,

great wroogs to mankind, and very
grievous in the sight of heaven and

of right thinking people.

And

changes were determined in the
nfind of Jehovah, and have been ef-

fected.

a8 being
polygamy

SYNONnAmous
of oriental

tian nations; this
shown in the law of 1862,
the Congress
design

The authors of this republi-
can plank have taken polygamy as|ofthe government of the United
taught by the Latter-day Saints|States; he also
with the| mons upon the subject in Nauvoo.
na-|and in tals the  _Prophet coun-
tions, and the bigamy of the Chris-|selled the

to consist in the marriage rather
than in the cohabitation; following

the old English siatutes of the New | the anti-slavery men were
England States on the snbject of [do, couneelled t¢hat this
classing our aystem of mar-|C

bigamy
riage 1:' ith

criminal by the English statutes | fected
ajsrtatutea of the Northern |ty and peace; thata fund should
there was
The | tion, for the abolishment of slavery;

and by
States; when in reality
very little, if any, similarity.
bigamy of England and the Ameri-
can States consists

that sys-|a candidate for the Presidency,
were very | and national questions were being]
discussed pro and con by the Latter-
day Saints and throughout the na-
political societies of
the time, Joseph Smith took ocea-

sion to issuea pamphlet containing
polluy

tion by all the
I

his views on the powers and

ing

war against the institution, as

hange, the modification of

ona ci
be created,a’sinking fund of the na.

and to negotiate with the States in

in erlme and de-| behalf of the slave-owners, for the

ception, the betraying and wrong- | gradual emancipation of the siaves,

ing of two innocent and unsuspec

t- | their owners t0 be reasonably com-

ing women. While the corrupt, ly- [ pensated for the freedom of their
ing, deceiving, unprineipled husband servants, and in process of years to

was feigning vittue and integnity,
both viclating their confldence by

lying and deception, and by violat- |

ing all the duties and obligations of
marriage—the daties that the father

owes to the wife and children and|the northern
But the fact that | southern

also to the State.

change the status of the mnegro,
make his labor free, and place him
in a condition to be educated and
elevated; and still maintain the

states with the
ptates, . Thus it was

our Jaw-makers took this view of our | that the true policy and counsel

social system when they
law, eshowa how

riag

Saints. The republican party had this |
tywhen they

view of the case,no doub
first ﬂnnuunce& this noted plank,

Farther experience and knowledge | question. The few statesmen that | house, how shall he rule
> ple of the Unitgd made ] ekl e

States has, in some measure, chang- | of the

among the

this | of heaven to our nation was mani.
poorly and ill they | fested and spurned.

comprehended the system of mar-|of the north, the anti-slavery agita- | Bishop should be the husband of
e 8 taught by the Laftler-day

The extremists

tors heeded it not; and neither
party approached the subject with
any earnest defermination to eflect
an honorable settlement of this

itions in the Con

%}'D

ted States leoking to this

ed their view upon thissubject, and | result,to the accomplishment of the

they have attempted to sha
legislation acco
recent law of Congress,
the Edmunds law, they have espec
ially, in the amendment they
adopted to the law of 1862, classed

l\ygamy with biga and ensacted
ggnalt.ies against bo

pe their | liberation of the slaves, gettling this | a Bishop should ha

ingly; and in the 2 fn ve one wife only,
Enown as
.| whether they

have | his advice, or whether the same | househ

uestion on the basis proposed by
e FProphet Joseph Bmith; but
were influenced by

t that moveduponJoseph,moved
upon these statesmen—there

:&I

And stil)| wvere some that made advances

further, they made it a continuous | looking to the accomplishment of

offence, by providing penalties for [ the object in this way—but it

cohsbitation as well as for the mar-

ringe; for cohabitation, however, the

penalties consist of light fines and
short imprisonment, but for mar-
riage, heavy fines and long imprison.
ment. This is the view n by
our Christian Stateamaen in relation
to the moral agpect of this gqueation,

Anciently when God’s laws
vided a government for ancient
Israel, marriage was honorable both
plnral and single, as all students of
the Bible know full well.,
same time adultery was punished
by death. From the days that King
Abimelek attempted intimacy with
Sarah, whom he supposed
be eligible to marry, but afterwards
found her to be the wife of Abra-
ham; from the time that the
ange! of the Lord warned him that
be would be & dead man if he pels

tol

l

L

At the | ing

|

Was
not generally received or favored, or
it. was deemed impracticable. At
all events the sequel proved that the

opposing elements warred against
each other, culminating i;s that

great fratricidal war which resulted
in the shedding of too much blood,
and the impoveriching of one-hslf
of the nation.

Prior to this, however, the union
and fraternal feeling that formerly
existed had been gradually weaken-
in the various religious organ-.
izations of the nation. All the Jead-
ing churches of the nation had di-
vided at what was known as the

ed some ger-
as

in which it

ing to

el

this

that which was made | system of labor in the south, be ef-
ple of honor, equi-

faith of the nation and the faith of

gress | of God. Now this scripture, taken

Mason and Dixon line, the line|

religious sects of whatever name
or belief, are united in the denunci-
ation ot the Latter-day Bainte, and
the system of marriage introduced
by the Prophet Joseph Bmith. This,
a8 I have already =aid, is founded
partly in their ignorance with re-
gard to the true spirit and nature of
the doctrine faught by the Prophet
Joseph Smith, and believed in by

the Latter-day Saints., As 1 have
alr said, they have classed it
| with e bigamy of England and the

American BStates, and they have
classed it with Orifental polygamy.
For it is known to all students of
history, to all that are familiar with
the conditions of the nations at the
raaet!lt tlm? and thih his tor)l* of na-
tions in past ages, that polygamy
{bas been the rule—I will not:ay
that 1t has been the rule among the
common people of all nations, but
polygamy has existed, and has been
toa ter or less ex-

tent, so far as its practice was con-
alstent with the conditions of the
mple of the various nations, it has
‘been the rule from time immemori-
al; and there has never been a time
in the history of the world when it
hes not been common and iz-
ed among the nations of the earth,
with the exception of modern Eu-
rope. The Christians of our time
| claim the prevailing system of mar-
riage in modern Europe and in the

people of the United | United States, as the result of
is clearly | States in relation 10 the manner of
by | disposing of the vexed guestion of
of the Uniied States, | slavery, which he
ed for its suppression, the |evil—that is,, the formg
term bigamy being used instead of | existed in the United States, which
polygamy. The offence was made | should be abolished; but rather-than | that had been recognized and ac-
ceed to its abolishment by wag-

Christianity. To this I reply, that
neither Chrlst nor His Apostles
| ever uttered one word in condemna-
tion of that system of marriage
that waa in vogue in their days, and

knowledged in the house of Israel
from the days of Abraham until

be a genersl prohibition,why should
he conflne it to the Bishop, why did
he pot make it generai? 1t is sheer
sophistry on the part of our sectari

an friends and [groundlees assertion
that menogamy, {0 the exclusion of

the American cootinent, but
other disiant portions of the gl
where He nourishes them. Andgy,
Bavior tells us in one of His graph
parables,that the kingdam of heay,

lygamy was Introduced into
urope by the primitive Christians;
for that system of marrisge was in-
troduced prior to the estavlishment
of Christianity in Europe, by the
Roman empire, and became the
form of marriage in early times
when, as history alleges, men were
more numerous in Rome fthan
women. And the earlier settlers of
Rome were political refugees, 1ene-
gades and scape-graces from sur-
rounding nations, and were under
the necessity of making raids upon
their neighbors to procure wives;
snd it became a matter of necessily
and for mutusal protection, to limit
the number to one. 1t was the
Roman state thst limited the num-
ber of a man’s wives to one, and not
the Christian chureh; and this being
dore, it was perpetuated. And his-
tory teaches us that undér that mo-
nogamic system, Rome bzcame the
most licentious of all nations. I1do
not intend to enter into sn argu-
ment in favor of pelygamy; my spir-
it rather leada me to impress upon
the Latter-day BSsints the chsrae-
ter of this great social question
and fthe duties and respon-
gibllitles that rest upon us 2as a
people, principles that have eman-
ated from heaven; obligations that
we cannot ignore, aud duties that
we cannot shirk., For God Ehas
get his hand {ogather Israel, accord-
ing to the Prophets; God has set
His hand to establish His Zion; God
has set His hand to build His King-
dom in the earth, according to the
prediction of the holy prophets;
God is determined to work a work
that enall be a marvelous work and
a wonder,which He has commeoced
and will carry on to completion in
His own peculiar way.
stretched out, and it will not return
vold—it will not fail to accomplish
the thing that it hus commenced to

tablish to Himeself a holy nation, a
kingdom of priesis, a liar peo-

Christ.
the fruit of polygamy, so far as the
flesh was econcerned. And nowhere
is there to be found one word in con-
demnation of this system, or any-
thing intimating that He intended
to change the then existing rela-
tions of the sexes; but while He, as
well as His Apostles snd the
ancient Prophets and Patriarchs de-
nounced adultery and formication
they recognized and sustained hon-
orable marriage whether single
or plural; and every form
of ilicit intercourse with
of the sexes was condemned by the
primitive Christians, as well as by
the Prophets and Patriarchs of old.
The only passage of Scripture that I
have ever heard quoted as appear-
ing to limit the early Christians to
single marriage was the saying of
one of the Apostles, 8t. Paul to
Timothy, in which he said that a

one wife, having faithful children
and one who knows how to govern
his own house, for, said he, if he
knows not how to rule well his own

as a whole, evidently shows that
his object was not to intimate that

but he intended to make this im-
pression, that he must be a man of
family, one that had experifence in
old affairs, one thatunder-
stood all those tender relations ex-
isting between husband and wife
and parent and child, one that had
shown himeself a wise and discreet
father, one that was capable of
guiding his own house and of lead-
ing his family in the ways of recti-
tude and of controlling them in the
fear of God; for execept he is able to
govern his own houre, how could it
be expected that he could govern
the Church of God, Now, if in this
respect a Bishop had proved him-
self a wiee and diseree: father and
| husbamd, a man who kilew how to
rule well his own family, this was &
qualification recommending him as
a suitable person to be trusted with
the office of a Bishop. And how
much more saitable would he be
for that position if he were perfeotiy
able to govern two or more wives

separaling the free from the slave
States. We had the humiliating
spectacle throughout the land, of

the Methodist church of the North,
and the Methodist church of the

and to rear theirchildren in the fear
of God? The very fact that a Bishop
must be the husband of one wife, if

In fact Christ Himself was)

Je csmposzed of the blood of Israel.

e has declared that in the Ilast
days Ephraim ghall be His firathom;
them He would gather ether,
and upon them He would place His
holy Priesthood, and them He
would use as Hls servants and as
His instroments to push the people
together from the ends of the earth.
For Moses, while blessing the tribe
of Joseph before his death, says:
““His§ horns are] like the horns of
unicorns, and wilth them shall he
push the people together from the
ends of the earth; and they are the
ten thousands of Ephraim and the
thousands of Mannasseh.” Speak-
ing of the fribe of Judah,Jacobsays:
““The sceptre £hall not depart from
Judah, nor alawgiver from between
his feet, until Shiloh ecome.” Now
the motto or insignia of Judah was
the lion, while the unicorn was that
of the heuse of Epbhraim; and in the
days of Rehoboam the kingdom of
Israel was divided; snd Jeroboam
an Ephraimite reigned in Samaria
over the ten ten tribes, whilst Reho-
boam continued (o reign over the
kingdom of Judah, which included
the tribes of Judah and Benjamin,
and fragments of other tribes that
remain with them. After a time
the ten tribes so far cerrupted their
way that the Lord gave them into
the hands of their enemy. The king
of Asyria who made war against
them and carried them captive;into
his own land; he took the nobility
and the more wealthy portions of
tke people, and planted them in dis-
tant portions of his empire far to the
eastward, and sent back his own

ple to marry with the poor that
e had left in the land of
Isrgel, and thus grew up that
mongrel race that were after-
wards known as the Samaritans,
But Esdras tells us that Israel after
they were led into captivity,planted
in the far east of the Asayrian erns
pire, took counse] amon< themeselves
and began to repent, a: d they said
among themselves in ouncil, Let
us call upon the Lord, :ndegee if He
will not lead us into a country where
we msy dwell together, and Eeep
the commandments and judgments
which He gave unto our fathers,
which we never Ekept in cur. own
land. And God heard their prayers,
and {he Lord led them, and they
journeyed, a year and a kalf’s jour-

we admit the correctness of the

views of our Gh:hﬁs.n friends in !

ney to what he called the north
country,and God divided the waters

is arm is

perform, 1t is to rsise up and es-| Ten Tribes, and the Ten lost

is likened to Jeaven hid in thy,
measures of meal, tlll the wi
was leavened. Now, one of {he
mesasures of meal in which the Jy
ven was deposited, was the peopl
Israel in Palestine; another,
of meal in which the leaven
posited was upon this Amerk
continent; and third measurn,
meal in which the leaven was |
sited was among the ftriba,
srael whom the Father led ou
the land into a country yet &
discovered. And this leaven wy
work until the whole should be |
vened. And this the Savior cle
explained in that saying fto}
| Jewe: ‘““And other sheep I hy
which are not of this fold; th
also I must bring, nad they#
hear my voice; and there shal
one fold and one ehepherd.” W
the Savior showed hime.lf to
Nephites on the American cn
nent, he quoted tbhat sayihg,
eald unto the Nephites that il
were the other sheep referred
And He still told th« m that He
other she¢ep that were notof
fold either, to whom also He wa
show himself, and among w
would minister., Aund the time
come that Lheyishall begather
cne, when there shall be one
and ove shepherd. And He e
manded the people that they sha
write the things that He ta
tbem; Loth those at Jerusalem
those upon this continent were
manded to wriie what they saw
heard. Auod he gave the Nephi
to understand that when He sha
show himeelf to the other tribes
Israel whom the Father had
away, that they also should
and the time should come wh

3

Jews would have the writings«
Nephites, and the Nephites w
have the words and writings of §
Jewe, and both the Jews and Ng
ites would have the writirgs of

would also have the writings of
Jews and Nephites} nay more
the time would come when all i
people of God ehould be gathered!
gether in one) and the things il
write shall also be gathered to
in one; and there sball be one
and one shepherd, and {k
shall we see the three me
ures of meal sll leavened |
gether. And let me say, there il
power in the United States, neith
is there in Europe, nor in the wh
wi?rl]:d that mt ;Jinder the
plishment of @ purposes o
Almighty, which are outlined!
the predictions of the Prophets,
The Boock of Mormon conts
the fulness of the everlasting G
pel—the record of the ancient ¥
phites, translated by the Proph
Joseph Bmith by the gift and p
of God in him—that we may
to & knowledge of the principles:
the Gospel in simplicity and in p
ity. It makes clear many darks
ings of the Jewish BSecriptures,:
they have come down to us, |
gsheds a flood of light over the Bibl
it contains the key of knowleds
and understanding; and it is mo
precious than all Lbe works of mu
ern times, and is worth more, A
the youth of Israc] should read s
become familiar with it, and com
pare it with the Jewish Scripture
there is more to be learned out of il
my young friends, thai ia calculate
to prove of real worth and blessing
to the soul, than can be acguired a!
all the universitier, colleges and
schools of science and art of modern
times, And in saying this, I 8a]
nothing prejudicial to sc¢lence, ni
anything in the leasl degree to di
courage the acquisition of zclenc,
but ths more forcibly to impres
upon the minds of the youthd
[srael everywhere not to negled
those thinga which are fth
weightier matters —the holt
Scriptures, *the Book of Mo
mon and the revelations of God #
contained in the Doctrire and Cov
enants; for the fear of the Lord i
the béginning of wisdom. And!
knowledge of the only trae and liv
ing God, and of His purposes eor
cerning us and our being upon th
earth, the object of our creation,sn!
tkat which is designed concernin!
us both in time and in etemily
is of paramount importance, and d
greater value than anything the!
can be bestowed upon mortal man
I'he greatest of all the gifts of God,

is the gilt of efernal life; and eter




