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REPORTED BYiry JOHN IRVINE

it is a very pleasing privilege that
we have of meeting together in
conference assembled in thistilia man-
nernerncr I1 have been very much grati-
fied interested and instructed asaa I1
am buresure all the faithful have been I1
who have been present and shared
or partakerpartakenpar taken of the spirit of this con-
ference I1 hope and pray that while
we shall remain together we mayway
feel the spirit of inspiration resting
upon us to guide our mindaminds in our
reflectreflectionsfonslons and oura into those
channels of communication that
shall be most profitable to the peo
piefie

we have this day extraordinary
reason forfon gratitude and araiepraie to
god our heavenly father for the
peculiar manifestation of ulauis kind-
ness and mercy to us during the
past year not only in granting that
the earth should be fruitful
in yielding abundantly for the re-
turning wants of his people both
for man and beast but for the pro-
tectiontec tion and deliverance of his peo
plopio from nimulm machinations and dev
ices and the subtle plans of men
high in authority who have sotset
themselves to ensnare us and if it
were poepossiblebiblebibie to hinder the work of
god men who have thought to de
btroystroy or cripple theethoethetho gresterestreut cause which
god has established in the earth for
the redemption and exaltationexultation of
the human family from degradationdeg
and blubiu to the realms of
and glory in hlahis kingdom surely
all baines who have been making
dirstfirstbrat the kingdom of god and his
righteousness their aim and study
cannot fallfail to havohave both seen and
felt this itillsIs but another assur-
ance from on high of his
good pleasure in not only hav-
ing given unto us the kingdom but
in preservingpie serving the rights the powers
andanu blessings thereof from encroach-
mentmentoror invasion and from injury
by thutho hands of the wicked anttanci un-
godly

I1 am reminded that the time at
my disposal this morning is short
therethure being several yet to address
the conference I1 will therefore
proceed directly to call your atten-
tion to a of found
in the chapter orof john

I1 am thetha true vinevice andayantlanti my father latholathela the
huahusbandmanbandman

every branch in me that bearett not fruit
be takejih away and every branch that bearbean

fruit he purged itiit that 1it maymaydrinbrIng
lonhforth mere frumfruit

now ye are clean through thotha word which
I1 have aspoken unto you

A bide in mema and I1 in you As thetho branch
cannot bear fruit of itself except it abide in
the vine no more can 50joi except you abide in
me

i cmam thetho vinelvine ye aro the brabranchesnobes he
that arideth in me and I1 in him the same
bribrngethinseth forth muchmuon fruit rocfor without moyemoje
can co nothing

ifa man abide not in megmelme ho laIs cast forth as
branch and Is whwitheredheredhared andaud men rathergather

hem and cast them into tletho metire and they
anaarb burned

it 3 e abide in me and my words abide inyoujiyou ye shall 0 o will and it shallshail be
dono antonouunto youyouNou

herein is my father glorified that bobearye doardoan
much fruit so abail yo bo myy disciples

one of the Propprophetsbets I1 think it
was jeremiah saidbald that the vine
was the noblest or choicest of all
the trees of thothe forest the savior
no doubt in view of this general

vine to
figuratively represent thetho precious
principles which hohe undertook ttoil0o ja
Julustratestrate in the foregoing pastags oiof
scripture and which I1 wish to make
some allusion to in illustration of
the importance of our being in a pro
per position to attend to our duties
faithfully which Jsis necessary for
the complete growth endand progressrs
of the vinevide to which we are attach-
ed in all its branchesbrancheaj leaves flowers
and fruits

Chrlschristts church is frequently
spoken of as a vine of the lordelonds
planting in the earth oar savior
and the ancient prophets nephi
jacob zenos and others spoke of the
husbandman going forth in the
morning to employ workmen to la-
bor in hibhis vineyard during the heatheatand burthen of the day and also
about the eleventh hour of his em-
ploying laborers to go into the vine-
yard and prune it for thetho last time
I1 wish to remind youyon my brethren
of thetha priesthood especapeespeciallybially thosethebe
who are called to occupy important
leading positions in the wards the
stakes and councils of zion that you
are thetho men who were spoken of
and written about in their parablespara blea

the prophets early days

were so filled with the spirit and
power of the gospel and of revelsreveis
tion that they looked into the future
and saw inid vision the birth of curdt
and theth work that he was to perer
form otheythey also beheld our slayday
and the work in which we
are engaged it must be
borne in mind that we are not
working alone tonfon our dear selves
but for those coming afafteratterter us and
that our work bears a strict relareiarelationtiou
to those that havehavel been here and
gone before us to the spirit world to
whom we are as closely related and
without whom we cannot be made
perfect any more than they with-
out us

therefore every elder clothed
with the priesthood has a rightelght to
officiate in ordinances affecting the
happiness of those who have gone
before as well asaa of being themeans
of bestowing blesblebblessingsaings upon those
who follow him and for the useube orof
this power he will be held accounta-
ble

now let it be understood
saldbaid am the true vine everybody i

acquainted with the art of pruning i

knows that to make a tree bear the
greatest amount of fruit he must
trim it so that there will be no smallemail
branches springing up around
the roots but that there
tobe one vine with all the
eapsap running through it he has
not only baidsaid 1I am the true vinevinc
but also ye are the branches if
the tree be properly trimmed the
bap which tois the life of it will go
from the roots through the vine to
all the branches thereof jesus said
in connection with this beveryI every
branch in me that berreth not fruit
he away and every branch
that bearett fruit hohe purleth it
that it may bring forth more
fruit

let it bobe understood that the
healthy thrifty growth of the
limbs the leaves the bloom and the
fruit ailnil depends upon the closeelope ad-
herence of the dranchbranchbranchests to10 the

vine the body of chrit and
every man bearing the holy priest
hood must tobe made conscious of
this in his experience and observa-
tions at one time or another it he Is
of any use asaa a living branch in this
church

to this vine in our dispensation
there are three branches the first
presidency who are closely allied
to the powers behind the veilyell and
they are the firstgnat fo receive the
mind and will of god and commu-
nicate the same to the church this
Is that spirit of revelation the sap
that comes from the vine that goes
to all the branches and not only
do we soesee there three main branches
next the trunk but a little further
along aroare twelve other branches
spreading out and each of ththemam
shooting forth other branches twigs
tendrils leaves and fruit if thetheyy
abide jnin the vine

now if those branches by any
means become injured or01 breare not in
a healthful condition fromfr in lityillyany
cause no matter what so that the
free flow of the sap from the trunk
and main branches Is arrested or
retarded the consequence is that
the lesser branches the aves
sudend truitfruit dependdependingIn g for nourishment
and life upon the injured or deaden
ed limb nrcaro more or jessless affected
hindered in their growth dwarfed
in their development and must suf-
fer death unless relieved by a8healthy pruning

I1 wish now to call the attention of
the presidents of stakes to the con-
sideration of this fact

it ia thothe duty of every president
of a stake to attend ibe annual t no
bemisemisemiannualannual conferences which
are held in this place so far as prac-
ticableti but if it should soeo happen
that a president himself could not
bo present then hodhoehould seebee that
one or both of mihis counselorscounsmors come
or some faithful man of an excellentspirit from his stake who shall betol
capable of receiving the instructions
given and who laIs able municate the same to his president andto thetho people and such a person orpersons should be men whose dutyit shall be to stay until the confer-ence is over attending every nicemeett-

aing and paying theth strictest attenL

tion to all instructions given and tot0all church business transactedthey should not comocoma here lain a11hurry to get away befarobefore the buslmiel
ness of the Conferconferenceenc a is attendedto they should not feel as thoughthey could leavo before receiving
all that the presidency have to sayaaysato them toco that when they do re-turn to their homes they may goladen with counsel and filled withthe spirit of the conference readyto impartampa the bamesame to the people ofthe ir several Sta keeafeea the eleselebpresidentdentidentwho doeadoeg kepakeps alayovlfif11 ve the nirefire

the spirit of the lord in the hearts
of hlahis people by attending such
conferences he aeagoeb home with
more efficient instructions to con-
vey to the people at home and at
the half yearly or quarterly confer-
ence over which huho aebaee he is
enabled to impart to all who were
unable to attend the spirit of this
general conference

I1 holdhoid it thenthee lo10to be of
the utmost importance that
the presidents of do make it
their business to eceeee that they wa

branchbranchests abide more carefully and
more strictly in the vine and that
tinyliny receive the sapcapup and nourish-
ment of these conferences to the
utmost capacity and carry it home
to support every twig every leaf
and every particle of fruit on the
vine for their proper healthy
growth and maturity this princi-
ple laIs nonottonlyonly applicable to0 the

residents ofbf beakes but itluslosJs appli-
cable in like mannermannen la your guarquar-
terly conferences to every bishop

luin those conferences every ward
should be represented by the bleb
op and bli coucounselorsribric elors andiandaand a many
of the people as possible should be
present to receive the counsels
tbtherera given what JsIs the result

when instructionseions hilvehave
beenblen given by president taylar
through the presidents of stakes
and a partlarticartart of them were propre-
sentsentbent why it Is found when somebome
important matter comes up that
this counsel has been neglected 3

and those who ought to have been
well informed are heard to sabayeay

wbwhy e never heard of thibthia be
fore why did not you hear ofjofhit
why were you not therothera in your
place to hearbear ofir ana ihusthus tebe pre
pared to carry out the instruction
given

in like manner every branch in all
the missions abroad should observe
and securerenranraaa correct and proper re-
presentation in all the conferences
that are held in thevarious missions
wherever the gospel is preapreachedelfed audand
braibral ches bireare battedratted up this is an
absolute requirement seeeleedee doodoc
tridetrine and covenants section 20
verse 8101 and on by this means
and in no other way can the law ofoi
the lord KOgo forth from zion and the
spirit lfif zion extend 10 the most re-
mote branch or member tfof the
church on the face of the whole
earth

this is thothe principle you breth-
ren of the priesthood as branches
of this vine are expected to abide
in1I it to have the fullestf connection
with it and be prepared to convey
thapthe ap which hashag been conveyed
to you through hethe trunk to the
extreme branches the tendrils the
leaves and the fruit that are under
youryoun carecate bui unless you adothisdo thisthib
youryoun people will suffer lorion want of
intelligence they will have to go

of that spiritual food which
you are made the dispenser of and
which you are expected to impart
for nourishment and support not
only in spiritual matters but in
temporal thingsthin 9a as well

now there is a feeling among
mankindmankin ditit Is a feeling that iscom-
mon in thetha world and it is13 not
strange thatthat somebome who have been
brought up in the world should re-
tain it a feeling of independence a
feeling of seifbelf sufficiency a feeling
that we are capable of doing with-
out counsel and that we can do
thisthib and that as we think best mymv1brethren the jesslebs of this feeling vwee
carry with us the safer and better
for us and for the people we bhaveave to10
instruct we should understand
our dependence on god and on
our Prbrethrenethren who are placed
over us in the priesthood for
that counsel necessary to sustain usua
and that will enable us to bear onond
the kingdom of god lain righteous
nebsness

let me cite you to an in-stance olof a man in the early dybdays of
the church lymanbymanlyman wight show-
edd this kind of spirit when joseph
lived it was all joseph could do to
keep him in subjection to the counconn
belsbeis 0 the priesthood but he did
conform when broughbroughtttoto a consid-
eration of his position in the church
so long as J osephjoseph livedjived butchenbut when
the prophet joseph died he did not
recognize the right of apostle brig
ham osor his brethren of the council
to preside overovier him and where
did be go he started an ofiahoot of
the church by himself and bothotbothh he
and thosethoss who followed himalm went
out into thetho world to destruction
and to the devil together thiathis ie14
tiiethe fate of those who think they
cancans runcunrun themselvesand canimnem
the affairs of the church and king-
dom of god separately and indepen-
dent of their brethren itif he had
continued and abode in the vine
and made himselflf ono with brig

hsunhan young and the apostlesw he

4

would have gatheredgathera d with us to
these valleys of the mountains re
joicey with us and laid down hishla
bones here and been one with the
people of god butbat no he went onoft
bv himself feeling toatytotal y indepen-
dent of his brethren he abode not
in the vine and brought forth no
arult

if there be any among usua whomho haysay
in their hearts I1 received my bless-
ings from president young he
bestowed upon me allail blessings au-
thoritythority priesthood and keys of
power that any one eleelseeie has receiv-
ed not excepting president taylor
or any of the apostlesapostle and I1 have
just as much nightright to advise and
build up accoraccordingding to myiny own dtdl
remrew fonion as he or they have letiet such
take warning by the coultiscauree of ly
man geo miller and others
who have struck out independently
and beethebee the fundund which thelltheli course
has ledjed them to As the savior
baldsaldsaid 6ditdict a nuanman abide not in mee he
Islik caticattca foch asaj a blanchbianchbialblaibj anchich andilylimlir
withered an afianemam anandd
cast them ininista 0 thethq 91 arid they
are burned

there a no other way forforlinetiietifelife
brethren of tbthe apostles the
densdeur of stake the bisnobiano ps aff
wards and for all those whowh0 hianaland
in autnutauthorityborityhority in the charch there
is no other way for men to have the
love of christ in them to have the
power of the priesthood to grgrowjw
wathwith gods Kinkingdonidon but that they
auldeabide in the vine be one with their
brethrenbrethtenren I1 keep fast to the truth kudhud
derive their full share otof the tap
that comes from the roots through
the body of the vine
this is the principle I1 wish the

brethren would consider it is a
beautiful baurefigure which the savior
dramdraws and beautifully represents
the great truth that should be
fastenedfattened upon our minds as he
tried to fasten it upon the apostles
and priesthood of uisnis ume every
branch in me that bribringettobrin ngethketo nounot forth
truitfruit he away and every
branch that bearett fruithe purleth
it that it may bring forth moie
frufrntruitfruitft

then we must look out and theehee
that nothing offends us that nwewe
live inia harmony withalwith ajlall theIn
lions and coucounselsniels of the church
we want tobeeto see the spirit of love and
power flowing not only through the
body but through all the branches
until liit reaches the utmost extextremi-
ty

remiromi
lyofof ththe evinevine not only the A post
lesleb seventies aultanit high priests but
the deacons bad members all who
have been baptized into christ anu
who abide in himsome otof you may have noticed
and seen that there are vines whose
branches extend quite to the tops olof
the tallest trees and that awasit waswab
difficult to fellfeli such trees bbecausecause of
thuthe sustaining power of the vinovine
the vine beansbears the choicechoicestit of all
fruits this vine which god has
planted in these last days is the
choicest and greatest of all and it
will make itself mauffmanifestastpst asan buchsuch
and we wish all those brethern who
are called to labor in the vineyard
to be in a position to attend these
conference especially our anneal
conference so that they may hear
and if they have not minds bufilbumsum
clentry strong to remember every
ahng to bring pencil and paper and
take notes of all matters that need
tocabebe 1remembered and carried home
and impimpartediarted to the people who re-
side in their various stakes amand
wards conferences and branches

there isjis another beautiful illus-
tration that might be made with
regard lo10 the vine but I1 have nonot
time save to refer totolttoilit this morning
it is this if you taketako a vine that
barbadhas had growth for awhile addsod you
go carefully and dig it up from the
barthearth you willwili nindanuand that there is a
very strikingilig similarity in the roots
to the appearance and character otol
the branches above did you evereyer
notice this did you ever think of
it well this is a beautiful illustra-
tion of the order of the priesthood
jain the eternal world the apostle
in speaking concerning these mat

refers to a hope we have as an
anchor of the boubonsoulboul both burobure and
steadfast and which ententerethereth into
that within the veilveli the priest-
hood behind the veilgell are all in-
terestedte in us all anxious for us
all ready to0 minister to us
as far and as fast rz occasion
permits or requires as the roots con-
tinually generate nourishment and
minister to the branches or top of
the tree soBO that we may be found
elB in cur spheres and in our
fields of labor we ought neneverhevertovertoto
feel that we are alone we cannot
be alone we ought to know we
haulottOtlot livlivee without themthum nor they
live and be glorified without usua
and while this responsibility is exeyl
tendeddunnodunnato apppus we should reum tha

s
and they are parts of the g Mkwhole of father adams famtamfamilyllyod
that there leis a responsibility 11taiing upon us that isii grac

and that laIs general this vbya
has yet to yield great and glork
fruits while itsita branches nuts
theeartthe earthhandand the fowls of hestheby
the bugeiaangelasugingeliieili wwillwiliiliiii lodge in tientiek
what are we doing to aringtonbringtonbrbringingtoNfo
these fruitsfruitt what to promote n
growth of this vine in the eukemd
what are you Prealpresidentsdents orof 84bt
doing da you realia 4 that youkfonyon
raising up and professedly
in the name of the ard a nulanatio
kings and priests to godgoa di j
impress upon the hearts of 4

saints that this is our work
you instruct the teachers and 04til
of the lesser priesthood howbow t 4
with the people and t beesee that UK

laiii no iniquity permitted in txtin

midatmidst thisghislaIs the kind of truitfruit
grows on this vine bretbrethrenhrentt
thiathis is the hindkind of fruit that awl
called upon to nourish strength
andabd protect and douldont you hoha
the gragrapepe mut notnotOoalylllytily grow bulidl

must gain color the fruit
nullyfully ripened itisit la a fruit thattishating
a roodgood deaideal of warm bunnybudny
the sunsbunssunshinehine 4q the holy oftoid
it can only ripen in that rightie
of climate and that eilcilmitimili
right here the shining of hiibighei
of the holyhoir spirit aldnud the au

thereof this ngoa
kings and priests mutmui kshi

zrearedared that when the Savl
he will find a people resrea
belve hemf a people
bulloffull of the faith and tharel
the gospel a people

in allau respects comport aft1
the character of saints ofagidoGUid k

I1 tietffact who shall be the people tith
the apostle john ot vhvix0bebelajabaj ibbeythey bungsung anewaneg honbon
saying thou art worthyworth totowtoutiltit

the bookboob and to open thenthe a
uhethetthereal tocsor thou h
redeemed us to god by thy th
out of every kindred tongue cz
people and nation and huthasi nilall
us unto our god kingssings andsad priestpries
and we shall nelenreign onorl teinteenth tuvtut A

this waswaa their bong ot01 oyevystavyv tA

joicine which was
glory and nowenpowergwen exaltation 1c
gladnessgladnesj thatthit filled their souls

there are other interestingInterest intids iz
important phases of our greatgrest ft
which bear a striking analogy kiidl

vine andnod its branches butbui I1 ccas
take time to dwell upon themithem
lest I1 wrong those who babeji
addressadifadilressrees you I1 think
said enough to call your
the subject and the spirit raffilfit
you to pursue it my eareatearnestniki
is that we may mastaimaster thiathis ded
principles of the gospel anist
them our own eternal rdra

through ouiour lordluord jesus Ctt
amen
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