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DISCOURSE

WPISTLE F. 0. BIGHAAGS,

DELIVERED

At the General Conjercnce, Sal-
urday Morning April 7, 1853,

KREPURTED BY JOHN IRVINE,

It I8 & very plensing privilege that
w& have of meetling together in
Coaference assembled in this man-
ger. I have been very much grati-
fied, interested and instructed, ae I
nm sure all the faithful bave been,
who bave been present aud phared
or partaken of the ppirit of this Con-
ference. I hope and pray that while
we shall remain logether we may
feel the spirit of jmapiratien resting
upon us to giide our minds in our
reflections and ourspeech into those
channels of communication that
shall be most profitable io the peo

e,

We have this day extraordinary
reason for gratitade and prale to
God our Heavenly Futher for the
peculiar msnifesiation of His kind-
ness and mercy to us during the
past year, not only in granting that
the earth should be frultful
in yielding abundantly for the re-
turning wanta of His people, both
for man and beast, but for the pro-
Section and deliverance of His peo.
ple from tke machinatione, and dev-
loed snd the sabtle plane of men
high in authority, who have sot
themselves to ensnsare ue, and if it
were possible, {0 hinder the work of
God—men who have thought to de-
glroy or cripple thegrert canse which
QGod has established fa the earth for
the redemption 2ud exabtatisn of
the human family, from degredation
and elu, to the mfms of intellljence
and glory in His kingdom. Burely
all Saipts who bhave been making
“tirst the kinguom of God and His
righteoueness,*’thelr aim and study,
caunot fail to have both =scen and
felt this. Itis but =znother aseur-
snce from on high of His
good pleasure in noi only bav-
Ing given unto us the kingdom, but
in pseserving the rights, the powers
and blessiogs thereuf from enorosch-
ment or invesion and from injury
By the hands of the wicked and un.
godiy.

I am reminded that the time at
my disporal this worning 18 sbort,
there belng meveral yet to address
the conference. I will, 1bevrefore,
proceed directly to call your atten-
ton tu e Eas-mge of zcripture found
in the 15th chapter of John:

Jam the true vine, and ,my Fatber is the
husbsndman.

Kwery brunch in me that beareth not frult
Be taketh away) Gud evoery branch that bear-
eth frult He purgerh 1ty that 1: way bricg
forth mere fruit.

Nuw, ¥o ate olean through the woed which
I have Bpocken UNtO FOU.

Abide tn me and I In you. As the branch
caunct beur frafcof liseif, exoept fu abide o
Lhe viiie; ne more ol ¥o, eXcapt you abide in
m:. am the vine, yo aro the branches. He
that abideth in me, and I jo Bim, Lbo same
bringetb forch much frult; for wilthout me ye
can oo nothing,

Ira man zbide mot In me, be {8 cast forth as

branch. and 18 withered; Bod men gaiher

hem, and cagt them into the Lire, Aod they
are burned. P

1t ye abide in me, and my words nbide n
gou; 3© shall Bsk what e will, and it sha!l be

One unto you.

RHereln 1s my Facber glorified, that ye bear
much fruit; 50 shali yo be my discipjes

One of the Prophets, 1 think It
was Jeremiab, eaid that the vine
was the noblest or choicest of all
the trees of the forest. The Bavior,
no doubt, in view of this general
understanding, adepled the vine to
figuratively represent the precioos
principles which He undertook toil-
lustrate In the foregoing paseages of
Beriptute, and which I wish to make
some &llusion to, in fiustration of
the importance of our being in a pro
per position to attend to our duties
faithfuily, which fs necessary for
the complote growilh aud progress
of the vine, to which we are aitach.
ed in all its branches, lsaves, fiowers
and fralta.

Christ’s Charech i3 trequently
spokeu of 88 a vine of the Lord’s
planting in the ¢arth. Onr Bavior
and the ancient Prophets Nephi,
Jacob, Zencs and others spoke of the
husbandman golng forth in the
morning to employ workmen to la-
bor in his vineyard, during the heat
and burthen of the day; and alo
sbout the eleventh hour, of his em-
ploying Jaborere to go inlo the ving.
yard and pruge it for tho last time,
I wish to remlnd you my brethren
of the Priesthood, especislly these
who are called o ceenpy impertant

werc 60 fllled with the spirit and
power of the Goapel aud of revels
tlon, that they looked into the future
and eaw In vislon the birth of Christ
and the work thal he was to J)el-
form. They also beheld our day,
and the work fn which we
are engaged. It must be
borne in mind, that we are not
working alone for our dear selves,
but for thoze coming sfter us; snd
that our work benra a strict relation
to those that have beep here and
gone before us to the ppirit world, to
whom we are as olosely related; and
without whom we casnot be made
perlect, any mores than they with.
out us,

Therefore, evety Elder clothed
with the Priesthood has a right to
officiate in ordinances affecting tbe
happiness of those who have gone
before, na well a8 of belng themeans
of bestowing blessings upon thote
who follow him; ana for the use o!
this power he will be held accounta-

the Bpirit of the Lord in the hesrta
of his people, By attending such
conferences he goes home with
more efficient instroctions to con-
vey to the people at home, and at
the haltf yearly or quarterly oonfer-
enoe over which he presides, he is
enabled to ftapart to sll who were
unable to attend, the spirit of this
generel conference.

I hoid it, ther, "o be of
the wutmcet importance  that
the Presidents of Btake: do make it
their business to eee that they as
branches abide more carefully and
more Blrictly in the vine, and that
they recelve the sap and nourish-
ment of these conferences to the
atmost capacity and carry it home
to pupport every (wig, every leaf,
and every particle of frait on the
vine, for their proper, healthy
growth sand matuzity. This prinoei-
ple la not; enly applicable o .tbe
+'residents of stakey but it 18 appil-
cable in like¢ manper in your guar.

ble.

Now let it be understoed, Jemsus
said,**I am the true vine. ”?Everybody
acquainted with the art of pruning,
knowa, that to make a tree bear the
greatest amonnt of fruit he must
trim it g0 that there wlil beno small
branches springing wp around
the roots, but that there
te one vine with all the
exp renning through it. He has
not only said, **[ am the true vine;”
but also ““ye are the branches.” If
the tree be properly trismmed the
Bap, which is the life of it, will go
from the rools through the vine to
all the branches thereof. Jesus said
in oonnection with thls, ¢every
branch in ppe that beareth not frait
He taketh away ; and every branch
that beareth fruit He purgeth it,
that it may bring forth more
fruit.”?

Let it be understood that the
bealthyy t.rifty growth of the
Jimbs, the leaves, the bloom and the
fruit all depends upon the cloce ad-
herence of the ‘‘branches’’ 10 the
‘‘vine’~~the body of Cbriet. And
&very man beacing the Holy Priest
hood must be msade conscious of
this in his experlence and clserva-
tions at one time oy another if he is

of any usee as a living brauch in this

terly conferences to every Bishop.
Iu those copferences every ward
should be yeprewented by the Bish-
op aud his Counselors, and s« many
of the people as possible should be
present to receive tbe couneels’
there given., What is the resuis
sumetimes when instructions hpve
been given by President Taylar
through the Presidents of Stakes
and ouly u [art of them were pre-
sent? Why, it is found, wben sume
importaut matter comee Rp, that
this counse]l heaa been neglected,
and thore who onght to have been
well Informed are heard to eay,
“Wby, we never heard of this be
fore.”” Why did not you hear of it?

wonld have gathered with us to
these valleye of the mountains, re-
joiced with us, and laid down hie
bones bhere, aud been one with the
people of God. But, no; he went off
bv himself, feeliug-total-y indepen-
dent of his brethren. He abode not
in the vine and brought forth no
fruit. .

If there be any among us who eay
in their heazts I received my blese-
ings from President Youoog, he
bestowed upon me all blessings, au-
thority, Priesthood and keys of
power thatl any one else has receiv-
ed, not excepiing President Tsylor
orany of the Apostles, and I have
Just ae much right to advise and
vuidd wp according to my own di-
rection as he or they bave—let such,
take warnilog by tue course’of. Ky !
man Wight, Geo, Miller and others
who have struck out Independently
and eee the snud Which their course
has led them to. Asthe Bavior
.oald, #1f & man abide not in me, be
s cas$ forth as a byanch, and Jj-
withered, and meun gather them and:
cast them inio the fire, and they
are burued.”

There s no other way for the
brethren of the Apoatles, the Presi
dents of 8iaker, the Bisbops of
wards snd for all those who etand
in autbority In the Charcb—there
is no otber way for roen to bave the
love of Christ in them, to have the
power of the Priesthood, to gruw
wiih QGod’s Kingdon, but that 1they
ablde in the vine, be one with thelr
brethren, keep fast to the trath,sud
derive their full share of therap
that comee from the roots through
the body of the vine.

Why were you not there in your
place to bear of "it, anu thus te pre.
psred to carry out the instruction
given?

Inlike manner every branch in all
the missions abroad should observe
and eecure a correct and proper ra-
presentstion in all the conferences
that are held in the various missions
wherever the Gospel s preached aud
bra: ches are raimed up. Thisis an
absolate requmirement. (dee Doc
trine and Covenants,  section 20,
verse 8l snd on.) By this means,

This is. the principle I wish the
bre.hren wouwld consider. It is &

beautifo) figure which the Bavlor
draws, aud b-autifully represents
the great truth that should be
{astened upon cur minds,
trled to fasten it u 4he Apostles
snd Priesthood of His time. % Every
branch in me that bringeth not forth
frait’ he takeith awayj and every
brauvch that beareth fruit he purgeth
it that 1% may bring furth mo.e
froit, 4 i
Then, we must look ont and see
that ' nothing offends ns; that we

and in no orther way, can the iaw of
ihe Lord go forth from Zion,and the

Church.

To this vine, in ouwr dispensatiop
there are three branches-—the First
Presidenoy—who are olosely allied
to the powers behind the wveil; and
theyare the firat to receive the
mind and will of God and commu-
nicate the same to the Choreh. This
is that splrit of revelation, the sap
that comes from the vine, that goes
to ali the branches, And not only

do we see thees three main branghes
nexi the trunk, but a Hitle further
along are twelve other branches
sgreadlng out and easch of them
shooting forth other branches,twigs,
tendriis, leaves and fruit, if they
abide ip the vine,

Now'if those branches by apy
mesns become injured, or are not in
s healthful oconditlon from any
cause—no matter what—so tbat the

free flow of the sap from the trunk

and main branches is arrested, or
retarded, the consequence is that,
the lesaer branches, the twigs,leaves
and fryit depending for nourish ment
and life upon the injured or deaden
ed limb, are more “or less aflected,
hindered jn their growth, dwarfed
in thelr development and must sp!-
fer death uniess relicved by s
healthy pruning.

I wish now to cafl the attention of
the Presidents of S:akes to the con-
sideration of this fact.

It ie the daty of every President
of n Btake to attend-the annual + nu
semi-annuml Conferences, which
are held In thie place 8o far 88 prac-
ticable, but if it should so happen
that a President nimsell could not
be present, then hochould see that
one or both of his Counselors come,
or some falfhful man of an excelient
apirit from his Biake who shall be

capable of receiving the instructions
glven, and who Is nble to communi
cate the same to his President and
to the people. And sueh a person or |
persons should be men whore duty
it shall be to stay until the Confer-
ence 1s over, attending every meet-
ing, and paying the strioiesi atten-
tlon to ali fnstruotions given and to
all Chaorch businesy transacted,
They shonld mot come hers in a
hurry to get away before the basi-
nezs of the Conference is sttended
to; they should not feel as though
they conld leave buafors recelving
all that the Preridency have to 58y
to them; so that whon they do re-
torn to their homes they may go

leading positions in the Wards, the
Biakes and coenclia of Zion that you
are the mea who were spuken ef
and written about In thelr parables.

The Prophets of thoso early days

laden with connsel and filled with
the spirit of the Conference, ready
to impart the pame to the people of
their several Btakea. The Piesident

spirit vf Zion extend 1o the most re-
mote branch of member of the
Church on the face of the whols
earth.

This i3 the prineipls. Youn breth-
ren of the Priesthood, 88 branches
of this vine, are expected Lo abide
in it, to have the fullest oconnectton
with it, and be prepared to convey
the:ap, which has bsen conveyed
to you, through ihe tinnk to the
extreme branches, the tendriie, the
ieaves and the fruit that are under
your care. Bui: unless you do this
¥Your peopie will suffer lor want of
Intelligenoce; they will have to go
chort of that spiritual food which
¥you are made the dispenser ot and
whioh you are expected to impart
for nourisbment and support, not
ouly in spiritual matters, but in
temporal things as well.

Now, there is a feeling smong
mankind—1t is a feeling that is com-
mon in the world, and it ia not
strange that some who have been
brought up in the world shounld re-
iain it—a feellng of independence, »
feellng of seif-sufficiency, a feeling
that we are capable of dolng with-
out counsel, and that we can do
this aod that as we think best. My
bretbren, the less of tais feeling we
carry with us, the safer snd better
for us and for the people we have 1o
instruol. We ghould uanderstand
our dependeazce om God and on
our brethren who are  placed
over us in the Priesthood for
that couneel necessary to sustaln us
and that will ensbie us to bear off

live in harmony with all the instru2-
tivns and counsels of the Church;
we wanl to see the sptrit of love and
power fiowiog not only through the
body, but through ull the branchea
until it reaches the utmost extremi-
ty of the vine. Notonly the Apost-
les, Beventies and High Priests, but
the Deacons snd mem bers, all who
have been baplized into Christ anu
who abide in Him.

Some of you may hsve noliced
and eeen that there are vines whoee
branches extend quiteto the topa of
the tallest trees, and that It waa
difficult to {ell such trees b.cause of
the bustaining power of the vine.
The vine bears the choiceat of all
fruits. ‘1this vine which God has
planted in these last days Is the
ghoicest and greateet of all, and .1t
will make itself manifest az such.
And we wish all those brethern who
are called to labor in the vineyard
to be in a position to attend these
conferences, especially our annnsl

he says:
as He|anying,

=
we and they are te of the gy
whole of father At.!:lrn’s famll,fr:,:.
that there ia a reapenaibility py
ing wupon: wus that s g
and that ls general. This g,
has yet to yleld great and gloy,
fruits, while ita branches mua
the earth and the fowls of hey,

SEaTEbEele, will Jodge in thy

What are.we dolng o bringfy,
these fruite? What to promosj,
growlh of this vine in the wmy
What are you Presidenta or !
doing? D2 you realiz - that ey
rafging up and profersedly ed

in the name of the Lord a nat
Kinge and Priests to Gou? Day
impress opon the bearts of §
Saints that this @ our work!
you instroct the Teachers, ang
of the lescer Priesthovod howi ¢
with the people and tsee thaity

ja pno fwiquity permitted in

midet? This {8 the kind of frlf
grows on this vine, brethreny
rhis 18 the klad of fruit that ymy
called upou nonrish, sire
l’ﬁld prétect, J".Ami‘v‘iun’l. -you
the grape mu-t net o4ly grow b
mast gain color. The frult m
fully ripsned. It1a a fruit that
a good ‘denl of warm sunny wealy
the wsanshine aof the Holy
It can only ripen iu that righi
of clmate, and that climut
right here—the ebining of they
of the Holy 8pirit aud Lthe g
st nding thereof. This naflu(
“kings and priests’ must k'
r=ared that when the Saviorges )
He will find a people resfys
celve Him! a people whotih
fg]l o(l'; the faith and thepmd|
the Goapel; a ople whost b -
shell in all’ resp?:ct]; coImport ¥4
the character of Balots of Gufji
faot, who shall be the peple i
the Apostle John spesks of wh
““They sang s new g
‘Thoun art worthy tol!
the Look, and to open them
thereof: for thoa waet slain andh
redeemed us to God by ¢hy by’
out of every kindred, tongue, &
people and natlon; and hast md
us unto our God kings and pr!eat:
and we shall reign on the ewn\n/
This was thelr eong of joy J
Joleing which was axprealiut
glory and power, exaltation g
gladness that filled their souk
There ate other Interestings
fmporiant phases of our greslw
whioh bear a striking analogy
vine and its branches, but i

My earn
18 thatl we may master this
prinoiples of the Gospel, aniw
them our own eternal
through our Lord Jesus

Amen,
—_—————— —
MORGAN STAKE CONIE

ENCE.

Thbe Quarterly Conferenced!
gan Stake was beld in Morgal
May, 19th and 20th, 1883.

conferenoe, so0 that they may hear—
and if they have not minds suffl
olently strong to remember every-
thing, to bring pencil and paper and
iake notee of wll matters that need
to e remembered and carried home
and jmpsrted to Lhe people who re—
sige ,im thelr various Stskes and
wWards, Conferences and Branches.
There i8 another beantiful illas-
tration that might be made with
regar¢ to the vine, but I have not
time save to refer to it this merning.
[tis this; if you take a vine that
ks bad growth for awhtle avd yoa
g0 carefully and dig it ap from the

the Kingdom of God in righteous-
ness.

Let me clte you to an in-
stance of & man in the early dsys of
the Church—Lyman Wight—show-
ed this kind of epirit when Joseph
Hved. It was all Joseph could do to
keep him in sutfection to the coun-
sels of the Priesthood, but he did
conform when hrought to & consid-
eraticn of hia position in the Church
40 Jopg as Joseph lived. Buot when
the Prophet Joseph died he did not
recognize the right of Apostle Brig.
ham or his brethren of the Counnil
to apteaida over him. And where
did he go? MHe etarted an ofishoot of
the Churck by himsell, and both he
and those whio followed him went
out inte the world to destruction
and to the devil together. This
the fate of those who think they
can *“‘run® themeelves and can'‘ron’
the affairs of the Church and King.
dom of God eeparately and indepen-
dent of their brethren. If he had
contipped and mbode in the vine,
and made himself one with Brig-

|

who does thig keeps nlive the fire,

warih, you will find thas there s a
very striking simliarity in the roots
Lo the appearance and character of
the branches sbove., Did you ever
notice this? Did you ever think of
I? Wel, this ia & beautiful nlustra-
tion of the order of Lke Priesthood
io the sternal wotld. The Apoustle
in speaking concerning these mat-
ters refera (o a ‘“hope we have as au
auchor of the soul, both sulev ana
steadfast, aud which entereth into,
that within the veil.” The Prlest-
hood behind the weil are all In-
terested in us, ali anxions for us,’
all ready to minlter to -us
as far and as fast se occasion!
permlits or reguirea, as the routs con-
tinually generate nourishment snd
nunfster to the brancbes or top of
the tree; so that we msy be found
efficlent in cur epheres and in our
tields of laboz, e ought never 1o
fzel that we are aione, We cannot
be slone. We cught to know we
vant. ot Hve without them, nor they
live and be glorified without us
And while this responslbllity is ex

Saturday, 18
Present on the stand:
of Biake, High Council,

Presidency of Quorums, etc.

Opening exercises,

The forenoon was occupledlt
G. Bmith, Btake President ml
hops Jno. Hopkin, Jos. R
and John K- Hall, in speakint
onr MADY caures for thankrah .
anc giving good advice and e
exhottatiou. L

Prest. Joreph F. Smith sl lf
tle %lbert. Qarrington have ot
rived. i

iy

Warda were reported
Blahops,

Prest. Joz, F. Bmith spokes
curfng our possessions; ma
lic improvements; contrite
the poor; escaping the wrat
and having our Ilabors bles
means muidplied; befng
cumepect in the fature,that #
be the land owners and not Y
ants at will,

Sunday, 108

Usnal ceremonies.

Prest. W, G. Bmith msde}
remarks In regard to the #
of thore who have pot beed
tired, and the Jack of the
spirit and feeling when com
with that requirement. o

Reading of Stake Statietin

Apoetle Carrington nlg -t
worat slavery fa that of #ip;
mway e a degree of gratitieatid
wrong doing, but no bﬂPP”:
“We may be one in doctrine Yl
io practice.”- He ex_p!nlnedi;’ 1
are, as regards body abd eplrid

bam Young and the Apostles, he

tended " to ug, we should renes tha

what our epecial misslon u-to?



