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THE €LORIOUS FOURTH.

QCELEBRATION PROCEEDINGS AT
LIBERTY PARK AND OTHER
PLACES,

By 10 o’clock, the hour announced
for the commencement of the exer-
cises at Liberty Pa'k, the large
grove, especially in the immediate
vicinity of the grand stand, was
thronged with a great concourse of
people. The number, by the time
the proceedings were well under
way, was estimated at belween 10,-
000 and 12,000, The stand, near
the northeast corner of the grove,
was appropriately decorated for the
'oceasion, with the stars and siripes,
while small flags with the names of
all the States and Territories
were attached to adjacent trees.

While the company was assembl-
ing Croxall’s gilver band, the Bixth
Infantry band, and Beesley’s mar-
tial band played appropriate airs,

Gen. M. M, Baine, chairman of
the executive commitiee,made some
opening remarks and introduced
Governor Eli H., Murray, President
of the day. The Governor express-
ed himse!f to the effect that he had
no douit that the assembled people
would accept with pleasure the ex-
cellent programmme prepared by the
committee, the rendition of which
would not only do honor to the day
we celebrated, but also to ourselves,
‘He then successively announced
-each part of the proceedings, the
first of which was the playing, in
‘fine style, of ‘““Hall Columbia,” by
ithe Bixth Infantry band. The
opening prayer was offered by Rev.
R. G. MoNiece. B

Prof. T. B. Lewis read the Decla®
tion of Independence, his clear and

‘unconquerable

life, liberty and the pursuit of hap-

| was declared by

prowess, wlose
strength lies not alone in brawny
arms and innumerable hosts—but in
the sentiments, principles and gran d’
institutions upon which it is build-
ed, into which its life is rooted.
‘*“We hold these truths to be sell-
evident that all men are created
equal; that they are endowed by
their Creator with certain unaliena-
ble rights; that among these aie

==

piness,

“That to secure these rights gov-
ernments are instituted among men,
deriving thelr just powers from the
coneent of the governed.”

Never before nor since have such
beautiful and comprehensive truths
fallen from the lips of men; never
since nations have lived and man
has kept a record of events, have
thoughts, ideas and gentiments been
formulated that stirred and fired and
determined men to deeds of valor
like these.

These 8¢lf evident truths filled
full to overflowing the hearts of our
forefathers; upon this their souls
fed, for this they lived and rather
than be driven from this thelr for-
tress of truth, of right, of justice,
they would die, for to them
it was Dbetter to die for the
right than, living, be oppres:ed by
the wrong.

These principles were no‘, how-
ever, wholly original with those of
our noble forefathers who drafted
the Declaration of Independence.
The germ of the rentiment which
they developed into a perfect growth
had taken gsion of the hearts
and lives of their mariyred
forefathers a century _before it
their mnoble
sons in this sacred instru-
ment. And to understand this

|

|' the irre

and fully appreciate how thor-
oughly it had taken root in those
early days of martyrdom for truth,
we need but to read the history of

those times, when the people were
ruled-by an unrelenting theocracy,
which deprived the citizens of every
ivilege which was in the least an-
gonlstic to the ruling tyrant an

powerful delivery of which was his followers=.

greeted by s strong burst of
plause at its conclusion.

That fing, patriotiec song, the|backs upon their native land, thus
was de.|Tuled and oppressed, and facing

“‘Star Spangled Banner,”
lightfully sung by Mrs.

ringing plaudits,
-and Measre, M. Croxall and M. Ol-
€en, played a fine accompaniment.

Judge C. C. Goodwin read a poem | fires that were continually burning

composed by him expressly for the
occasion. Want of space precludes

its being given here. It i8 & very | sake of escaping martyrdom that

Careless, | o1 4 death—set out for a wilder-
who was in excellent wvolce, her | pess

performance being rewarded with | Before = them was
Prof. Careless | 1and and an almost trackless ocean;

Do you wonder that men and wo-

8P*| men of those days were found who

were willing to, and did turn their

gtorms and privations—starvation

the reas,
an uitried

away beyond

but dark and awful as it was, an
looked to them, it was not =0 cruel
and pitiless a3 the lurid, smoking

and smouldering, the funeral piles
of those they loved. »

d | nations, and the Mistress of the SBeas,

commenced to paythe price that
must be paid before they could ob-
tain the prizé for which they sought
—but they were not despondent — for
they possessed hearts and souls that
glowed and burned with the|
living fires of freedom, fires
which could never be guenched,
but with adversity, famine and
death, only grew and blazel the
brighter. Fallure to them was a
word unknown: victory or death for
Liberty’s seake, was their battle cry,
and #0 they and their sons and
daughters through the long, weary
years pressed forward toward the
goal with that grand determination
that can only be inspired by duty to
ﬁ(:iu?i’s eelf, duty to country, duty to
od.

SBeparated from their mother coun-
try and g0 far away from crowned
heads, and titlss, and thrones, they
began to loze respect for them; and
having governed and defended
themselves so0 well, they com-
menced to talk of independence.

Epgland Jooked on amazed, but
sib!le conflict was at|
hand. There was no place for a
throne, no place for the palace of a
king, prince or royal family in this|
great western wiiderness, dedicated
to free government and to liberty.
These principles which had tsken
pos:ession of them who, through so
many years, had breasted thestorm, |
slood like an impregnable fortress to
shield and protect the young nation,

Better to them was the sbrill war |
whoop of the merciless savage—the
crackling flames that burned and

consumed their homes — aye
even the gight of 1their dead
and dying wives and children,

as they lay upon the blood-drenched
floore of their little cablns in the
wilderness, than the monarchica
oppres-ion of the old world. With
such willing hearts and strong
kands to hold up the banner of hope,

and fan the fires of freedom, there |

nﬂlilld be no question about the re-
gult, |
England was then the strongest of

but there was & Iand away in the
wildernees of the New World that
she could not conquer., BShe might
take away the lives of her citizens,
but the beacon firesof liber!y would
still blaze and burp, and with

alone but to the vigilant, the active,
the brave.”

This was the situation of affairs
when England ordered her troops
to at once destroy the stores of am-

unition and IHPPH“ at Concord,

hey attempted it, and on the 19th
day of April, 1775, the guns of Lex-
ington called a new born naticn to
regenerate the world. The rubicon
had been passed, there was now no
escape. To be defeated was but an
ignominous death, to be victoricus
was life and everlasting honor.

The principles for which they
contended and thegentiment, “‘Give
us liberty or give us death,” was to
them a cloud by day and a pillar
of fire by night, and by it they
were led from the fleld of Lexing-
ton, where a pation was baptized in
the pure blood ef freemen—through
that midnight darkness of despair
at Valley Forge, where, but for
God’s overruling providence, in
which they alone trusted, they
must have gone down forever; on
and on through terrible scenes ol
carnage, sacrifice and death, out
into that glorivus light of victory
which broke upon them on that
cloudle:ss day at Yorktown, and es-
tablished for them and for us, and
forever, a nation free and indepen-
dent.

On this the anuiversary of that

immortal 4th of July, 1776, when
there was given to this nutfon and

to the world that divine-inspired |

document which has been read in
your hearing, the Declaration of In-
dependence, it i8 not only our right
but our duty to talk over the events
which culminsted in the establish-
ment of ihis nation. _

To-day we should gather around
us our children and tell them the
story of the great struggle for free-
dom, that they may know and real-
ize what the liberty they enjoy snd
the possibilit'es that are vouchsafed
to them, cost. Let them know and
understand that these ceremenies
by whieh we celebrate this ocur
nation’s birthday are not idle

| and meaningless; teach them that

they livein a country where merit
and true worth is rewarded, and not
royal blood; teach them that becaure
of the re:ults of the struggle for in-
dependence; which to-day we re-
member with glad hearts the possi-
bilitics are rendered alike to all

tongues of fire speak to all the na-
tions of the earth, this our senti-
ment which would vever die, but
grow brighter and stropger as time
counted off the years: ‘“All men
are created equal, they are endowed
by their Creator with certaln un-
alienable rights, that among these
are life, liberty and the pursuit of
happiness.”

The trial ef self-government haa

But it was not entirely for the

meritorious production, with the|they fled their native shores, but it

genuine poetic ring,
figures introduced being remark-
ably fine, while the sentiment is
elevating throughout. Its effect
wase glightly marred, however, on
account of the somewhat defective
reading of Mr. Goodwin, but some
of the very best writers and poets
. bave been unable to do elocutionary
justice to their own creations,
‘‘Nearer, my God, to Thee,” was
feelingly played by Croxall’s band,

The orator of the day,Judge P, T, | longing desire for another and a

"Van Zile, delivered the following
ORATION:

To-day we, as & nation, are stand-
ing upon the outer boundary of
.another year’s march, and looking
‘baek through the more than a cen-
‘tury that has passed, are reflecting
qupon the grand achievements of
-other years, with their difficulties
. .and trials, stopping here and
‘there as we, an memory’s wings,
‘retrace our sleps, to breath in the
-sweet fragriance of the flowers that
:are blooming by the way side,
mourished and fostered by the beau-
‘tiful sentiment of freedom and
-.qual rights; and with the history
of America that is slready written
before us, we try here to into
the future and discern, if we CaNn,
«apon what grounds the camp fires
-of 'the coming years will be lighted,
and what is in store for us.

Upon such an occasion, ruled and
-governed, &nd posseesed by such
thoughts and reflections as only
have place in the heart of a true
American citizen what can be g2id?

It seeme to me that the most elo-
qquent oration I could pronounce at
such 8 time would be simpiy to
stand here and point to the history
of this grand country, the birth of
‘which we to-day celebrate.

A nation whose grandeur is not

$old alone by her vast domains angd

gsome of the| W28 that they might enjoy, and

have, and realize liberty from op-
pression, that they might breathe
izhadpure air of freedom in a free
and.

Thus the watchword and guiding
siar of those of our forefathers who
flrst took possession .of American
soll was—ireedom, freedom to think,
freedom to acl, freedom to worship
(God, as oppseed to dictation, oppres-
sion and tyranny. It was t
early pioneers flceing from oppres-
sion and martyrdom, and those who
followed, filled as they were with a

different government, where they
mightforever shake off the yoke and
break the shackels of oppression
which bound and bore themm down,
they and their fathers—that first

lanted and nourished the seeds of
iberty and free government in
America. -

Scarcely had (heirships got fully
under way, guided by the star
of hope, which to them never
set, but stood like a pillar of fire in
the western horizon—than they be-
gan to feel and understand that gov-
ernments were made for men, not

men for governmenils, and that
they had no need of crowned heads
and royal blood, but that they could
govern themselves. And while they
were yef upon the waves of old At-
lantic far away from their northern
country, in the cabin of the good
old May Flower, with none other
th.an themselves and the omnipo-
tent presence of the great God of
Heaven gnd earth, who rules alike
upon the land aud the seas, o wit-
ness it, they made a solemn compact
which became & part of the govern-
ment of the early eolonies.

And now, standing upon the rock-
ribbed cosst of an unknown wilder-
ness to which they had fled—they
eould only look back through the
dreary, terrible past, and into the

ese |

proven go great a success, and thelr

fondest hopes seemed 80 possi-
ble ' to be realized thai they
were unwilling lJlonger (¢ pay
tribute te useless royally. And

when England persisted in taxation
which could not be bLoine, and
spurned with contempt their peti-
tions asking for relief, these brave
men aroze in their might, and with
one accord answered back to their
mother country. Zhese colonies are
and of right ought to Dbe
Jree and independent Siales, and |
with this utlterance, accompanied
with a refusal to longer pay tribute
to King George and England,comes
the crisis, Oppressive and insult-
ing measures were passed by the
English Pariiament{, and when dis-
regarded by the colonists, British

* whether it be the child of the mil.

| toward them, but with justice for

lionaire of high birth, or the ehild of
the poor man of humble psreniage.

But while we remember wita
pride and gratitude, the giand re-
sults and brilliant achievemeuts of |
our illustrious forefathers in their
struggle for liberty, with chsrity

those who following have preserved
to us a nation, we must not for-
get that when they had wrenched
from England her acknowledgement

of their Independence, and estabiish- |

ed for themselves a government;
though they had fought for freedom

{and equal rights, and had broken |

the shackles from their own limbs,
they sallowed them to fall upon and
be riveted to the limbs of others.

America wasnot what she boasted
to be, the land of the free—all men
within her borders did not enjoy the
the unalienable rights, that they
h«d declargd was the privilege and
right of all men-—life, liberty and
the purscit of happiness,

Upor the fair fame and name cf
America there was left a foul ani
ugly stain, and it grew and spread,
and almost overshadowed her, until
it assumed euch proportiors snd

troops were quartered upon our
shores to enforce obedience to the
mandates of royalty. Depredations
were committed, intimidation was
resorted to, but all to no avail.

Our forefathers saw the black
dread storm cloud of war fast
gathering; its mutteriugs spoke no
uncertain language. And when it
seemed to envelope the whole land
within its dark and terrible shadow,
and was ready at any moment to
burst upen them tney began to
gather ammunition and munitions
of war, and as best they could pre-
pare for the re=ult.

And as we stand here to-day look.
ing back upon those scenes, what a
Eiﬂt-l]l."ﬂ is presented to us;on the one

and we see the hrill%ant, well
organized, well equip army of
England-—comparatively speaking a
host backed by astrong government
with inexhaustible resoureces—on
the other a handful of men without
organizatlion, without arms, except

as they couid pick them wup
here and there, withou! money,
Leoking at it by the lJight

of these fact we c¢an but exclaim |
what an unequal contest,hiow hop:-
lecs the chances of success, 135t
how true the sentinen! that fall

dark’ and awful present, but to real:
izs and know that they had hardly '

from thelips of the immortal Henry,
“The victory is not to the strong

slavery—that had been fostered
{and protected by {he govern-
ment we bad taken within our

strength that it threatened the
destruction of the nation,

We had grown to be powerfu), but
in excusing and concillating the
monstrous institution — American

bosom the viper that was with its |
peisonous fangs to rend wus; and
while basking in the apparent sun-
shine of and security, the
thunderbolis of a civil war were
lﬁurls.tj qj:?t:h our v;rymmidut by the

an oge wWho in the past had
been our brothers, i

The events of that terrible ctrug-
gle are gtill fresh in the memory of
most of you. Yeu heard the call
coming vp from the nation’s capital
for the bhelp of strong arms and
brave hearts in that hour of peed,
And, Obh] how it aroused the whcale
nation from her Jethargy!

The appeal came home to
loyal heart individually, and most
glorious was the response,

Who can describe the rally?
Young and old, from the city and
couuiry, ruahed to the nearest ren-
dezvous, and offered their services to
government, aud the stieets of our

every

——

trade, were born into & new life; ang
now resounded to the '
squadron.

He wbo had been the
pride and the object of the
fondest hopes, with his Jife in j;
hand, went forth to battle for ),
right, and if need be to sacrifice y
upon his ecountry’s alt The
faced clerk and school boy left
counters and deske, their yard stig,
and their bocks, and marched aw
to the fleld, shoulder to =
with the brawn acsd muecle of tj
country.

The farmer boy lelt the land
plowed, the mechanic dropped
saw and hammer, the minister j¢
the sermaon half finished, toe lay
yer lald aside books and biiefg, gy
all rushed to their country’s rescy
while old 2ge, with faltering slepy
| came to utter “God speed.”

Day after day,month after moulh
year after year, we walched ay
prayed and fought, quo'a &
ter quota was filled, and yg
bade farewell to some of the brave
and the rest. And oh what pay
ings these years of struggle eaw, ]
I speak the experience of any of yg
my brave fellow soldiers when Iy
that the flercest battlcs were fougl
within your own breast, as' you n
ceived the last farewell from they
near and dear to you, snd left they
standing almoest motion less, etricke
with grief and anguish?

But for four long, weary years yg
witnessed these partings in you
very midst, and in many, ch hy
masny cases, when there was 1o b
no more m:eting this side eteinit
until a wall of anguish as ended §
heaven in ;iteous accents. Hn
long, oh Lord, how long! But wi
can pronounce a fitting enlogy u
our fallen comrades, Ah, howv
is our recolleetion of them. Inow
Imagination we can follow then
now in the - rendezvous, now i
camp, on the march, at the fion
on the battle fleld, where amid i
din of battle they go down to
no not.down to desth, but up tu
glorious immorlality, as to wus phy.
slcally asleep, aye de:d, but in w
hearts, snd the hearts of their coum.
trymen, to all the grand priociple
of truth, justice anu liberiy., Ailw
and not only now, but forever aud
f, ever.

““When the yaar: of earth are over and th
caresof earth ara douoe; ,

When the reign of time Is ended and eternity
begun,

’Whan the thunders of omul clegee on our
wakened senses rol),

And the gky above shall wither and be
gathered |'ke a scroli;

When among the lofty mounta'ns and acns

The gublime, celestial bagler shail riag ou
the reveilie,

Then shall march with Drighteat laurels ao
with proud victorious tread,

To their station8 up in heaven, our gra
army of tho dead.”

But the eulogy is not to be giva
slone to the brave soldiers of th

war, for there were a thow
and “Florence Nightingales” g
over this broad land wh

not only gave their sons, the
brothers, their liusbands to batl
for the right, but they themselse
might be reen almo«t in the ven
thickest of the fight., Obh! [ e
never forget the bruve- hearted Chrk
tian-spirited women of the wa
how have seen them standin
over the brave soldier boys, both i
field and bhospital, now telling then
of the Christ that died on Calvan,
now staunching the blood from somt
rﬁ}:utly wound tll:l‘l;a must soon pa

possessor up higher, to re mu
tered into that soldlery around the
throne of the Great Eternal, Ob
women of America, thy memory
will ever b> bright in the history o
your much loved eountry, and
dier bos s of 61,

Thy mission was a mission of love
and you performed it not enly in the
name of liberty and equal rights bul
in the name of humanity.,

But thank God these days of ear
nage have passed away, and ou
country is not only free but her in-
stitutions in bLelng protected have

{ been purified, and to-day ehe is ir

deed the land of the free, for then
is not within her wvast domain §
serf, a bondman or 8 slave. Th
once divided we are now s unitel
Eeopla, None of whom do nota¢
nowledge, and would not toﬂ
carry at the head of the ten th
and ions who are man
to the musie of the Union that
old emblem cf freedom for all
But I have not spoken of Ametrica®
reatest achievements, nor cap I8l
s time In detail, but mus
not for zet that while her brave son!

principal cities, which but & short
time before had been disturbed

only by the peaceful pursuits of!

aud daughters have established
here upon our soil these noble in-

especially in the hearts of the #)-
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