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for instance, the Spanish government
holds large tracts of land, the revenues
of which have untll now gone to the
crown. Syndicates are belng formed
already to secure these lands and other
econcessiong and grants. These shrewd
financiers want them for speculation.
Hon. 1. F. Livingston, of Georgla,
who was chairman of the commlittee on
appropriations when the Democrats
controlled the House, recently said:
“I do not want to see lobbyists and
syndicates secure these public 1ands.
I agree that it would be a good thing
to parcel out these lands to the scldiers
and sallors. First, it would be a recog-
nition by the ggvernment of the work
they have done. Second, It would be
the entering wedge for better citizenship
in these Islands and form a nucleus of
cltizens that might revolutionize so-
elal conditions to the betterment of the
jslands. If the Cuban citizens should
not prove thrifty our soldlers and
gaitors and other Americans who would
join them soon would buy them out and
gradually make the islands Ameri-
n.*

Other expressions of opinlon by mem-
bers of Congress are givem, each in
subgatance the same as the foregvilng
and each showng a decided opposition
to any scheme by means of which
speculators can obtaln- control and
compel those who would like to secure
homes there to pay exorbitant rates for
them. It seems apparemt that the
Americanizing of all the government’s
new pogsessions la the fiat of fate, and
by no faster, more secure Or more
acceptable means can this be ascom-
plished than through bona fide coloni-
zatlon from the United States. Besidesr
this, we ean afford to be just, even a
little generous to the brave fellows who
periled everything that those lands
might be brought under our flag.

GERMANY AND THE PHILIPPINES.

The attitude of German naval com-
manders in the Philippine waters has
been a mysiery, and the ajd given to
August! to escape from Manila rather
iptensifies it. It should be borme in
mind, though, that German interest in
the proceedings there is Que not to any
hostile feellngs towards this country,
but to the race of European powers
for colonial possesslons fn eastern
Asla. To the overcrowded old coun-
tries expansion of territory Is a vital
question. As a matter of self-preserva.

tion they reach out for new colonies
and the rivalry iz so keen as to threat- |
ol a general struggle in which the
weaker must go to the wall

According to consular reports Just
published the inland trade of China
will soon be carried on by means of
canals. Germany, EDgland. France
and Russja are competing for the most
advantagepus places from which to
enter upon the enterprise of obtaining
the Chinese trade. The Phlllppines
are regarded as the gateway to the east
and were consequently made the place
of rendezvous of the fleets of the va-
rious nationg, eagerly watching the de-
wvelopments there since the famous na-
val battle on May 1. England and
Japan have from the beginning shown
a willingness to accord to the United
States the right of control, while the
other powers have manifested a some-
what netvous disposition

The United States Is at present in
possesslon, at least of the key to the
group, and It will devolve upon the
peace commission to male a final dis-
position of it, but the peace commis-|
slioners should bear in view that the
i{mportance of the Philippines to the
Dnited States is at least as great as to
any other power on earth.

It may be remarked in this connection

that the Monroe doctrine has no bear-
ing upon the questions at Issue. The
principle lald down by President Mon-
roe was that thi{s hemisphere should
no longer be consldered as territory open
to colonial discovery and occupation by
European powers. It was almed at the
so-called Holy Alllance, which was con-
sidering the project of assisting Spaln
to reconquer her revolted colonles in
South America, But as to the action
of this country In reference to colonies
lost by any of the old powers, the Mon-
roe doctrine is sllent. We may give
up or hold the Phillppine islands, for
instance, without In the least deviating
from the traditional polltical doctrine
promulgated in 1823 and adhbered to
ever slnce.

COMMISSION.

There are signs which seem to be
trustworthy that many if not most of
the Spanish statesmen are taking the

proper view of the situation and Intend
In a manly, honest way to make the
most of, if not actually to profit by
the overwhelming misfortunes whiech
have overtaken thelr country. This is
as gratifying to the great mass of the
American people as.[t must, {f properly
worked out, eventually be to the Span-
Ish themselves.

In a recent interview with a New
York World correspondent at Madrid,
Senor Moret expressed the opinlon that
the conditions of peace were not likely
to provoke much opposition from Spain
“in her present weary, disgusted,
dislllusioned frame of mind.” It sounds
very much lfke one who was dlsposed
to a condition of mind known as droop-
ing, yet the conclusion reached is grati-
tying enough to dissipate somewhat the
sadness of tone In which It is expressed.
Our New York cotemporary thinks it a
most significant sentence In being what
the officlals at Washilngton Justly regard
as a valuable statement of Spanish
views, showing that Senor Moret, who
wlill probably sit on the peace commis-
sion, 1s in the proper frame of mind
for truly patriotle servicce at Paris.
Spaln’s power of resistance Is gone.
She cannot haggle over our terms of
peace.

It is thereupon clalmed that no one
need be dlsquieted by Senor Moret's
remark that ‘‘there are many sub-
stantial reasons for belleving that the
settlement of the Cuban debt 18 llke-
ly to get a hearing, even with the
American goveynment,” Senor Moret
may be right in saying that “the nego-
tiations wlll last for weeks,” but the
exchange thinks It pretty safe to say

THE PEACE

"that not many minutes will be wasted

by Spaln In trying to convince us that
we ought to pay her for provoklng us
to war by oppressing and robbing the
Clubans.

Bpeculations gas to what will or will
not be done by the peacsr commlission
are of course premature and Iln great
meastire so much guessing in the dark.
Each party wlll undoubtedly contend
for every polnt of vantage which ap-
pears as a ground of controversy, and
such will be numerous. The greater
and primary questions are already set-
tled beyond recall—such matters as the
cession of Porto Rleo, one of the
Ladrones and the occupation of Manlia
figuring only in the most nominal man-
ner as &0 many things accomplished.
But there are likely to be a thousand
and one matters not zt present prom-
inent, if even thought of, that will

+arise in that department of the com-
mission’s labor relating to Cuban evacu.-

ation and subsequent manageément, and
each of these wlll have separate treat-
ment and disposition. So also as to the
Philippines, and yet !t the splrit of
Senor Moret’s utterances first above
quoted shall obtaln throughout, there
should be hbut lttle time spent upon

them or any of them. Let Spain re-
member at each and every point that
she {s utterly crushed and is having a
volce In the arrangement of affalrs re-
lating to herself, solely through the
generosity and forbearance of the
greatest nation in the world, and it Is al-
most a certajnty that she will then re-
celve more than if she persists In un-
tenable demands and irritating protes-
tations.

—_—
HONORS TO THE BRAVE,

A movement has lately sprung up
which Is galnlng Increased support

every day to revive the rank of ade
miral in the navy and confer it upon
George Dewey, commander of the
American orientgl fleet at the Phllip-
Plne islands. It Is a timely suggeston
and should not be permitted to pass in-
to desuetude. In the fitness of things
not!iing can be more At than a great
nation fully recognizing deeds of merit
and skill on the part of the defenders of
its honor and Its standing in the world,
and what one of them has donme and
dared equal! to Rear Admiral Dewey?
This is not meant mvidlously by any
means. Schley's great work at Santi-
ago, measured by the immediate results
and the wonderful judgment dispiayed
at a trying time, may even be classed
as supertor to that of Manila, where
the Spanish shlips stpod still and met
their doom; but It was as a hasty al-
beit successful dash compared with:
the deliberate and unchanging working
out of a carefully arranged plan 100K~
ing to mighty results, all of which were
accompllshed in full and in the pres-
ence of hldden as well ag visjble dan-
gers.  All of Dewey's work at that
tme and since showed the master hand
working In consonance with the clear
and balinced mind behlnd It,
" This Is only a part. The achieve-
ment of the destruction of Montijo's
fleet without loss to the destroyer, al-
| though one of the greatest victories ever
recorded In history, might have reaulted
In grave calamitles and disasters dire
had Dewey been only a fighter. As.
s500n as the apars of the Spanish ships
were all of them that remained above
the waves and the white flag futtered
fittully from the masthead at Cavite,
a newer and graver responsibility was
visited upon the American comman-
der. He was formerly a commodore
only, now In addition to that a guardlan
of the peace, a protector of the right,
a defender of all that had been gained;
In other words, the soldler to make his
victory full-orbed and permit no part
of the great achlevement to dwindle,
must al#c be a statesman, a diplomat,
|a. lawyer, a cavaller. }e must make
no breacheg of the international code:
must do and permit to be done noth-
Ing violative of the rights of our coun-
try or any other; must at onee preserve
courteous relations with and maintain
& reascnable distance between himself
and the representatives of other pow-
ers; must permit commerce, trade and
commingllng within certain limlts and
know how to restrict it to those limits
as well as how and when to punish In-
fractions of the rules; must know how
to write any kind of note, either orig-
inally or in reply, and In short, must ba
"an unfalling gubernatorial factotum.
Dewey was equal to it all. Not one mis-
take was made, not one polnt lost. Ma-
nlla Is In the possession of the Unite®
States, the Insurgents are placated, ca-
ble communication is restored and the
march of occidental empire in orlental
lands has begun.

Dewey did {t, but he is too really big
to permit all the honors to fall to him-
self. Whenever he apeaks of his
achievements, the brave men and true




