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7 HOUSANDS FAIL IN
mining. Hundreds make
a living. Tens amass a
competency, but it is only
now and then one who by
a lucky stroke of the pick,
finds an enormous-fortune

David Moffat, the mining
king, says the failures are not so great
as in other businesses. It i certain that
the successes are more phenomenal.
write today not of the failures, but of
the successes, the millionaires ot Cripple
Creek. Out of this gold camp, within
five years, has come §13,000,000. The
.gold dug out last year was worth $85,-
000,000, and this year the output prom-
ises to be fullv as large. The stories I
hear of gold dug out and gold in sight
make my avarictcons mouth water, and,
like the hungry, ragged newsboy on the
street outside the confectionery store, |
press nly nose against the glass and long
for the riches within.

Take, for instance, W. S. Stratton,
who owns the great Indepenrience mine,
which has been turning out nearly $2,000
a day for the past year, and in which it
is estimated there are from four toseven
million dollars of gold in sight. How
would you like to own that? It would
be enough for yourself and your family
for ages to come. Itis one ol the rich-

A

and keeps it.

est gold mines of the world, and the

man who owns it was working five years
ago al a carpenter’s bench. Up to that
time he would have been glad, I ven-
ture, to have netted trom the work of
his bands $£50 a month, His mine last
year, it is said, produced fg60,000, at a
cost of about (o cents on the dollar,
and the ore is so rich that he hasto keep
back his workmen for fear that he will
not be able to invest the money which
he receives from the gold which they
get out. So lar he has spent his surplus
in buying other mines. and he has today
properties which, I am told, make him
the largest individual owner of gold
mines in the world. I doubt whether
he knows himself what he is worth. I
know that no one can figure upon his
possibilities. I am told that Marshall
Field and other Chicago capitalists of-
fered him $7,000,000 for his Independ-
ence mine alone, and long age he
refused an offer ol $£3,000,000 lor it. He
does not like to talk about it, and I
doubt whether an ofier of $10,600000
would tempt him, He says that the
?old is in the mine and can’t run away.
t is safer there than in the safe deposit,
and the best bank for him is Qld Mother
Earth.

And still I would not like to be Win-
field Scott Stratton. I would not ex-
c¢hange places with him for all his mil-
lions. This thought came forcibly upon
me at I sat with him in kis little office
over a bicycle store 1n Colorado Springs
the other day and watched him closely
as | listened to him. He is only forty-
eight years of age, but he looks to be
more than sixty. His halr is as white
as the duiven smow, and his naturally

I|about twenty years of age.

dark complexion has been changed to a
mahogany brown by the hardships of
his laborious career and the anxiety of
his hunt for gold. He is nervous in the
extreme, and he has, I believe, little
capacity for happiness. The story of
his life is that of a man who has devoted
himself to finding a mine, and who
alter twenty years of failure has at last
succeeded. He has succeeded by luck
and work more than by any special
ability, and though he is a man of good
common Sense, I judge you might find
ninety men quite as good out of any one
hundred carpenters that you could se-
lect. Born in Indiana, having learmed
the carpenter’s trade, he drifted out to
Colorado Springs when he was along
He began
at once to prospect for gold. He
worked at his trade in the winter to get
the money necessary to keep him ahve
in the niountains in the summer, and
day after day and year after year he
climbed the rocks and wandered over
the hills looking for mines. At one time
he had saved three thousand dollars.
He invested this in a mine and lost it.
He is a man of few amusementsand of
little intellgctual resource. He failed
again and agam, and up until 18gI he
was worth practically nothing. He had
at this time a house in Colorado
Springs, which was mortgaged, and it
was in May ot that year that he, ren-
dered almost desperate by lus repeated
failures, went to prospect about Cripple
Creek. He realized that there was
some gold in the boulders or float
which lay upon the grazing lands of this
region, but up to this time no one had
considered the rock to be worth much.

As Siratton walked over the fields he
noticed one stone, the corner of which
some former prospector had chipped
ofl. He picked up the broken piece
and sent it to Denver to be assayed. It
yielded over £300 to the ton. This was
a surprise 1o Strattom. He at once
gathered a wagon load of other stones
lying aboul the place and sent these to
the assayer's. They sold him that the
last was worth osly $10 aton. This,
however, showed Siratton that there
was gold there, and he staked out a
claim about the big boulder, and went
to work. It was the Fourth of July
when he began to mine, and he named
his ;property *'The Independence,’’ in
honor of the day. He found gold
almost from the grass roots. Thie oge
grew richer as he dug down, and, after
a short time, he found pockets and fis-
sures filled with gold. The gold did not
run regularly. Sometinies there would
be a pocket as big as the average par-
lor, and sometimes the rock comtaining
the rich ore would extend oniy to the
size of a tumbler. He sunk his shalft,
however, and ran out laterals from two
to three hundred feet on either tide. He
soun;began to find gold everywhere.
Even the rock lying on the surface of the
ground netted him a fortune. There
were some great boulders near his shaft.
He had these hroken up with dynamite,
and from them alone he got 60,000, It
was not, however, all clear sailing. At
one time the gold seemed to have
played out, and he oftered to seil the
mine for $150,000. His ofier was re-
fused, and witiin a tew days aiter this
he made another rich strike, and for

%
twenty-five days he took out ap, t
f$1,000 aday. Atpresent he hgg Zo 4
between six and seven hundred fm:
down into the earth, and there is €5
doubt whatever but that there are mrilo
lions of dollars”> worth of gold bElWee-
the levels whiclh have been alreadnp
mined. The mine seems to be growi 3
richer as it goes downward, apq i:l
refu;al toseli 1t jor £7,000,000 was in “.;:
minds ol many here a good i
decision. ' 5 busxness

A man whose income has beep
£3 a day finds it hard to jump at osg:ut
the spending of from two to three th to,
sand dollars a day. Mr. S”auonou-
present is not attempting to live u tat
his income. The litile yeilow cotta l; i
whichh he lives in Colorado Spf%n o
did not, | venture, cost niore sthayg $ S,
and the servant girl, who, with Sgo.
sleeves rolled up, came to the d ey
when I called, looked as thougp ?l;)r
mught find 1t hard anywhere to zet m:) e
than $10 a month. jyust below his i g
Stratton has another house. It hag & r:e
five rooms, and it cost in the nei.ghbn
hood of a thousand dollars. [ ap, ¢ c;r-
that he is building a house at Colm;’dd.
SErings which will cost him somethj o
like §25,000. His offices are of the py hg
unpretentious nature, and he SEclu::;"
himself in order to keep off the begga 5
For some weeks he hadto have 5 pogli Tsd
man about his home at Cripple Creekce_
keep the crowd away from him, and ht_o
private secretary tells me that he r:s
ceives about two hundred begging let-
ters a day. He is not a mean map be y
he has no ideaof the possibilitiey’ Lot
the pleasure of giving. His d'aritiesnor
far have been,purely individual, and!!o
most cases to his friends. Not lop 3 I
his driver saved his life and thay gl' lg.c'
sister by keeping the-horses ip the rouds
during an attempted run away, At t?]
end of the drive St:atton gave the m i
a check for $1,000. He has given ;in
wife, who isseparated Irom him, $50 Doos
and [ am told he frequently hanql
checks or bills to his sister, wpg live:
with him- He is sald to he Very sensgi-
tive as to being asked tor Toney, and a
friend of his tells me that hig giser
never says a word about wanting a
dollar. 1lhave heard it suggested tnat
it she did so it would not be forthcoms.
ing. She just waits and he gives herie
check for one, two or five hondred go)-
lars as the spirit moves him.

Stratton received n}ore than
last year in dividends from his g
the Portland gold mine, This ml?:?:kli:;
just back of the Independence, and its
enormous frame buildings ‘can be seen
for miles about Cripple Creek. [ts chief
owners are three men. who were almost
down on their uppers five years ago, but
who, through i1, are now enormo'usly
wealthy. Their mine produced last year
more than §$2,000,000 worth of gold, and
its president, James F. Burns, says that
if it were worked to its full capacity it
could turn out wmore than #10,000,000
this year. At the titne Stratton discoy-
ered the Independence mine Burns was
working at'his trade as a plumber. One
ol his partners, James Doyle, was then
sawing and planing as a carpenter, and
the tnird partner, Jobn Harnan, was
working on the road in Colorado
Springs, holding a scraper for 15 cents
an hour. It was Hatnan who discov-
ered the mine. His claim at the start
was not bigger than the average city lot,
but the property surrounding it, which
has since been purchased by these

$12,000



