RELIGIOQOUS.

Sunday Services.

Religious services were held in
the Tlabernacte, Balt Lake City,
Sunday, March 30, 1830, commenc-
ing at 2 p. 10, Counselor Joaeph E.
Taylor presidiug.

Fhe choir and congregation sang
the hymn beginning:

We thank Thee, O God, for 8 Prophet,

To guide us in theas latter daya.

Prayer by Counselor John W.
Young.

The cheir saug:

Again we meset around the board,
+)f Jesus our redeeming Lord.

The i’riesthood of the Fourteenth
Wani officiated iu the alministra-
tion of the Bacranient.

ELDER DAVID H. CANNON,

of 8t. George, was called to be the
tirst speaker. He paid the Latrer-
day Saints were frequently referred
toas being a peculinr pecple. One

of their peculiarities is their belief |Baints have a special migsion.
that God has revealed His will in | VArious ayes and various nations
this age, and has organized His| God bas moved ugon pevple to pur-

C urch and seot forthh His Gospel
for tile sulvation of mankiud. The
Saints believe in the principle of
gathering, and have miinly assem-
bled in one locality. This is regard-
ed by some as having a tendeicy
hustile to the interests of the peaple
of the nation; but auy one who in-
vestigates the effects of this gather

fng together can easlly see
thuat there i8 mnv hostility in
1it. -The people are collected to-

gether that they may be better able
to promulgate the Gospel and to
perform ordinances that they con-
slder pecessary for the living and
for the dead. This spirit of the
gathering is one that comes upon all
who joiu the Church, even whero
the principle has not been preachesd.
They desire to unite with the body
of the Church, and, buving doue 8o,
the bond of uuwwn with their bréth-
ren abd sisters is mueh stronger
than before they received the Gos-
pel. The Spirit of God inspired
those who obeyed the Gos el mes-
sage tu devote their energies to guth-
er with the Chureh i to press for-
ward in a life of faith nod purity, If
there have been any who have heen
baptized who have pot been thus
ingpired, it i< because they have uot
been sincere in their professions, an 1
in,a comparatively btrief time their
course has given the evideuce of it.
The eclouds seem to lower at
times about the SBaints, but there is
oo reason for ust) be disrouraged.
Ou the contrary, there is every rea-
Bon for us to feel encouraged, for the
Liord is manifesting by the signs of
the times that He is about to Lring
to pass -the woudrous work of
which He has spoken in ¢ounection
with preseut couditious. I have
witnessed the fulfi.ment of many of
the pre lictions of His Prophets, and
L expect to see miny more, though,
after the Prophet Joseph was niar-
tyred, it appeared to many as if
about the end of “Mormonisin®? had
come, Butthe Lord coul-t not fail
to fultil His word, and He raised

up men to perform necegsary dyties. | ana blessings. Joseph Smith did

|among all Christendom. The pro
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The work, instead of beiug hin-
dered. moved forward with in-
creased power. It will be the same
in  the outcome of the situa-
tion in  which Wwe uow are
Though we may be called upon
to pass through narrow places, yet
there i8 & bright future before us.
The way is belng prepared for the
comiug of our Lord Jesus, to reign
as Lord of lords and King of kings.
L would advise those who seck to
destroy the Saints to pause and con-
sidur the lessons of the past. 1f God
is with us, the puny arm of flesh
can saccomplish nothing that will
hinder this work. 7o ine thisis the
brightest day I have ever seen in
the history of the church., | know
that we have the Gospet of Clirist—
the power of God unto salvation,
May we live faithful aid be entitled
to the reward of such is my prayer
for all.

C\)QNSELOR CHABR. W, PENROSE

was the next speaker. He testified
tu the restoration uf the Gospel in
this dispensation. The Latter-day
In

form missions, and they have been
a blessing to mankind in folfilling
those missions. We are called to be
Saints, to listen to His voice, to fol-
low the inspiration of His Spimt
and labor for the salvation of the
living and the dead. We have re-
ceived the Gospel of the Kingdom,
w hich Jesussaid should be preached
in all the world before the end
should come. He told of the
tribulations which shoull come
on  the earth, and espe-
cially of His second ecoming,
He said that in the latter days the
Gospel of the kingdom should be
preached in all the world and then
should the end come. We are called
to preach this Gospel as a witness of
His coming to reign oo the earth.
Jesns seut out His Aposties with a
special mission, to preach the Gos-
pel to all uativns. They fulfilied
that mission, baptizing those who
believed, and laid hands on them
that they mixght receive the Holy
Ghost. But these Apostles were
degpised.and their testimony was re-
ceived but. by few. They were|
persecutell, and put to dJdeath, seal-
ing their testimody with their
Livod. Darkpess followed the rejec-
tion of the Gospel. This is set forth

in the first thiee chapters
of the Revelations of Haint
John, We know by history

what has heen, aud we know what
is the condition of the world today,

fessed Christian world is (ivided as
to doctrine, and there are hundreds
of different sects. Even the Pope
while, elaiming to hold the keys of
Peter, doues not claim to be an A pos
tle and a revelator He dare not
coute with “Thus saith the Lord.*
He claims to be a bishep, which
Peter never wns.

The Church of Jesns Christ Jiffers
from all others of today, Itis not an
organization like them, but is a res-
toratiou of the old Church; it is the
everlasting Gospel again revealed to
man  with afl its powers, gifts
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not orgauize it by the knowledge he
had of the Scriptures, but gave only
that which God gave to him. Jesus
Christ established the Church; by
His power it is protected and made
trivmphant. Qut of this Church
will grow the Kingdom of God, ¢s-
tablished by His power, and not Ly
the power of man.

The Lot has promised these who
obey His Gospel that they will re-
ceive a testimony of its truth, aud
will obtain the blessings that attend
its reception. The Bainis received
this Gospel, aud tlie testimooy of
the Holy Ghost rested npon them.
They knuw that they have ebeyed
the will of God. By the Holy 8pirit
they are united, aud labior together
for the one great work. No one is
dependent on the other, bnt the
testimony ¢comes to each, individu-
ally. The gifts that attended the
Saints anciently also attended the
Latter-day Baints. The Janie are
made to walk, the deaf to hear, the
blind to see, the sick are healed,
and the Holy Ghost rests npon the
Haints, enabling them to bear per-
secution, and to be faithful to the
truth. The Prophet whom God had
raised up was slain in cold blood,
when under the pledged protection
of the State of [llinvis. He was uot
slain for any wrong that he had
committed, but for the truths He
taught.

The people were driveu, and they
cametothese valleys,wherethey hiave
been engaged iu turning the dusert
inwagarden, The Lord calls His
people to come out uf the world. The
SBainte have come out with this pur-
puse, to walk in truth and righteous-
ness, There are some who have
followed the ways of Babylon. But
they have in the main followed
their calling, and are engaged in
trepnring for the coming of the

ord Jesus, They have borpe
trials. They have stood poverty,
persecution, imprisonment and ad-
versities. They have to be tried with
the allurements of wealth, and this
seems to be the greatest tempta-
tion. But the Church will
remain intact, and in the main they
will seek first the Kingdom of God
and His righteousmess. The trials
we have had give us experiences
that are pecessary. The tribnla-
tions are to try us, whether we will
pursue the straight and bparrow
path. They are to gualify us to be-
come a part of tile greatest govern-
ment in the history of the world.
Now it is the Church of Christ, as
it was organized anciently, set up,
maintained and inspired by God
Almighty. The testimony of His
gervants is the testimcny of Jesus,
and their word is His word. Whoso
regriveth them receiveth Christ,and
whoso reJecteth them  rejecteth
Christ.

These servants of the Lord are in
our midst. We uare associzted in a
work set up by God. We shoulid be
willing to be guided by good coun-
sel, There is nothing that is co-
ercive or comnpulsory. We are not
compelied to obey any particular
cornmand; every soul is free. But
we are nnder ¢ovenant to obey the
commanpds of Go, and if we do not
do so, He is not bound hy the
covepant, No maltler how great



