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The presence of one American war-
ship would have accomplished two ob-
jects. First, it would have prevented
the loss of a single life, and secondly,
would have prevented Spaln from
stalning her escutcheon with so foul a
blot that it can never be eradlcated.
The arrival of the Niohe proves this,
for from the moment that her com-
mander walked into the governor's
palace the massacre ceased. There
are moments when diplomacy 18 too
slow, moments that mean months,
aye, years of history, and here was
, one, On the action of the commander
of the Niobe depended the lives of one
hundred and two human hbeings.
Before another order, could have
reached Santiago de Cuba from Spain,

Burriel would have had them all mur-|

dered along the walls of the matadero
and theilr bodles huddled in the
trenches already dug for them., But
where was our navy? It was an En-
glishman that stopped it. The anawer
is this: They were Kept away from
Cuba for fear of wounding the dell-
cate sensibilltiea of men like Jovellar
and Burrlel. Bpanish cavallersl Dig-
nifted Spanish dons, with inordipate
Spanish pride! The nearest ship that
could be reached was the Wyoming
.at Aspinwall, commanded by Cush-
iIng. What American boy does not
know him? It was gald that he es-
pecially was .kept away {rom the
Cuban coast, knowing his too hasty
ternperament and flghting tendencles.
The consul at Kilngston, learning that
he was there, telegraphed to Aspin-
wall, and Cushing, not.flnding time to
notify the department and ask in-
atructions, took on coal and proceeded
“at once to Santingo. The account
atated that Burriel “wrote the most
arrogant letters to Cushing.” He did,
but the sequel was that Cushing not
only threatened to bombard the town,
but said hg¢ would sink anything he
found in the harbor flying the Spanish
flag.

Braine with the Juniata now came
in, and more sallor diplomacy tock
place. Burriel sent his prisoners un-
der cover of night to the Morro, os-
tensibly to give them up, but really

to ship them to Cienfuegos; but
Brajine. catching him at that, de-
manded their return, and gave the

worthy geperal a good breezy nautlical
opinfjon of such dastardly work, tell-

ing the "Don with the Inordinate
pride” that hls word was absolutely
worthless. Meanwhlle, what 1more

could those noble chevaliers do but
prepare thelr victims for death, time
after time. They knew that they
ecould not shoot them, but then the
victims were In ignorance of that, and
g0 they could have their little Spanish
game, They could see the poor fel-
lows bid each other good-by, and
wateh .them suffer mentally, although
they. still had strength enough to hide
much from thelr tormentors. Well,
they had 53 at any rate. That was a
comfort. They didn't get ‘“plenty of
Ameriean beef' at the matadero, but
they got a fair portlon, Now the
wretches were under the protection of
their men-of-war,  and “Spanish beef’
ia down to the same price as "Amerl-
¢can heef.” PBurtrlel 13 now roaring as
gently as a sucking dove. He dare not
attempt to bully the commanders of
those phips 28 he did the American
vice-conaul, although Mr. Schmitt in
the mosat dignified way showed in his
replies how little he feared him, and
whieh of the two was the Caballero.
He would not think of atopping the
official telegramg of Braine of Cush-
ifng "by reason of right vested In me,"”
—nor reply to them as he did to Mr.
Schmitt when questioned that he had
pald no attention to three most im-
portant offlcial communications be-
eause “for the past two days, T and
my officinls were engaged in the plous
duty of meditating on the divine mys-

teries of Aijl Saints’ and the com-
memoration of All Souls’ day, as pre-
seribed by our holy and blessed re-
ligion.” He had, however, during
those two days of religious meditation
eatablished two courts that had tried
Gen. Ryan (Canadlen) Bembeta, Varo-
na, Del Sol, and Cespedes with Capt.

bans and the other half Americans
and Engllsh. The first group were
_shot on the 4th, the day the above let-
ter was . written to Consul Schmitt:
and the second batch on the Tth.

The 8th opened auspiciously, the
Nlobe had arrived, The shootlng be-
gan in sqliads. There werec 42 to be
shot, and it was one of these squads
tikat Lorraine met; demanded what it
was; and upon being told, hastened to
the palace, and with no uncertain
voice, made the ruManly occupant un-
derstand him in a way that sent an
alde post haste to the matadero; for
one more death meant the fall of his
palace about his ears and the force of
the two pgreat Anglo-Saxon nations
crushing down upon Spajn, and just
Iln time he was to saVe a group stand-
ing against the wall, a group In which
there were three Americans, two of
whom were mere boys from New Jer-
sey. That was the end of the bloody
saturnalla—and now how did diplo-
macy thrive?

Hardly had
news to Spaln before our minister,
Gen. Bickles, was i{n the presence of
Carvajal, the Spanish minister of for-
eign affairs, to announce the capture
of the Virginlus on the high seas, by
the Bpanish man-of-war Tornado, and
to warn him that the Virginius was
flying the American flag, with Ameri-
can citizens on board. In the subse-
quent communication to the Spanlsh
minfster, he stated the American posl-
tion! Flrst—8pain not having de-
clared war existed in Cuba, and the
United States not having recognizea
them a8 belligerents, the Tornado had
exceeded her Instructions in undertak-
ing to capture a ship under a foreign
flag in the open sea. Second—The
United States denies the right of any
power to visit, molest, or detain, on
the high seas, in time of peace, any
American vessel. This 15 clalmed and
¢hserved by all great maritime pow-
ers.

Carvajal tried Burrlel’s style of dip-
lomatle letter writing with Gen.
Sicklens, but very quickly abandoned
it, and adopted a different tone. Cas-
telar, the president of the Spanish re-
publie, was dlgnifled and gentlemanly
throughout the econtroversy, He as-
sured Minister Bickles that he had
sent a telegram at 7 a. m,, Nov. 6 as
soon as he had recelved news of the
capture, admonishing Capt. Geun.
Jovellar that the death penalty must
not be imposed on any non-combatant
without previous approval of the
Cortes, nor on any person taken In
arma agalnst the government, with-
out the sanetion of the executive. This
was gimply the repetition of an order
perfectly’ well understood by Jovellar
and Burrlel. Notwithstanding this,
wholesale shooting continued until
noon of the 8th. The Spanish minister
declared that the shootlng censed Im-
mediately upon the recelpt of the
home telegram at Santiago, but the
terrifying apparition of the command-
Ing officer of the Nipbe must have
been “coincldent with the placing or
the telegram into the trembling hands
of Burriel. 8o much for thelr Teapect
for home orders in Cuba.

Now, while the men-of-war watch
the Spaniards at Bantlago, rapid
working of the wable goesa on between
Secretary Fish, Gen. Sickles. Minister
Carvajal and the Spanish minister at
Washington, Admiral Polo de Rerne-

the cable flashed the

be, and we have a kaleldoscope view
of Bpanish chivalry and honor. Car-

Fry, and 37 others, about one-hal{ Cu- |

- : T

vajela receives word from- Chiban @i~
thorities that the Virginius bad fho-
papers, was therefore mnot-a regular
doeumented American ship, andithéte-
tore had no right to fly thel AméFican
Nag, but the consul at Kingston de-
clared she did have papers; that they
were properly made out! and we
subsequently handed to the lcapitaln
of the Tornado by Capt. Frye. AF'to
flying the flag, Mr. Carvajal wak'-%n-
formed by Secretary Fish, thétigh'
Gen. Sickles, "that the Uhited States.
reserves the right to declderthat q}' eg-
tlon, and under nd clreumigfances ' wilk
allow it to be decided by'gp" other
natton.” Spain then claime® E'{ia]j’,*'.he
Virginlug was dlascovered lariding ‘'men
and munitions of war on’the Chban
coast, was chased off, ahd' diptired 28
miles from Jamaica,—-all of Which- was
proved false, i g

On Nov. 14, six days after the
fusillade at the matadero, 'Mr.
demanded within twelve-: days “the
restoration of the Virgitius, ‘the ra-
lease of the survivors, the pu'ngﬂﬂé' t

a8t
cklen

of Jovellar and Burriel, and 'th¢ g
to our flag of twenty-one gu t
Santiago de Cuba, with ,tﬂ}l repard-
tion to all Amerlcan cltizens, o ‘theﬁ
tamilies, that were on bodrd the _¥I
ginfus at the tlme of her captiife:’
This Spailn declared to be, "afbl L
humillating and inadmi lhjle:'.‘s-‘lxt
they had not had sufficlent tife to
examine.into the facts, and ¢ triu!- -
ed the moderation of England with
our impatience. The gocgi affices ”of
England were requested, but deéeilded
except on the basls of complete rap
ation to the United States, Spaip. en-
countered a similar rebuff from Ger-
many. 3 .-

Spaln now requested that the whoie
matter be left to arbitration, .hopjng
to gain time to reinforce her. ships.at
Cuba, and to increase her |agid- forge
by the fall of Cartagena, which was
daily expected. This our, government
refused, declaring it a subjeet,of,;na-
tional honor, of which she herself was
judge. In the 'meantime fhe pross
were loud In denunclation of the
United States. The Vos de Cuba con-
gratulated the “brave tars';of,. the
Tornado, and hoped '“that the sword
of Justice would fall withont -ﬂelay
upon the Infamous wretches: who, de-
serve no conslderation.” *{They, have
abused Spanish clemency, 'tis dime for
them to feel Spaniash justlce;. Note
the application of the two words
clemency and justice. The Spanish
papers, those of the ministry as-well,
declared thetr entire approval of - the
procedure. Not one expression of ‘re-
gret or disapproval came from the
foreign office. ;.

Nothing having been heard of: Mr.
Blcklea’ demand, at 2 p. m. of the 26th
t{m secretary of the legation, Mr.
‘Adee, placed in the hands of Mr.:Qar-
vajal a’' note from our minister re-
questing passports for himseif ‘apdhis
“family ard for the offictals at: the <lé-
gatlon. The Itallan govermment Mad
authorized its minister to reeelve:-the
documents. Mr. Carvajal; wishedr 2o
know if his note had not been irecetwred
at the legation. This was received
one-half hour later, it evidently "hhv-
ing been detalned to see 'if‘onr:gov-
ernment would carry out Its'threat to
sever diplomatie relations” Tn ®his
note Spain agreed to the demands of
the United States “as mwugh for the
seke of quieting forelgn dlé‘:my as for
the .relief of. her own co ignee 1f
such violations exist, ap ié.'_c?:(l‘méd‘ hy
reason of the pelzure of the _Y'lrp;i u=
or by subsequent acts. * “& ' = he
will be glad to repair the ‘wrong, fe-
jcording to {ts just Impoﬁan ., thia
{proving that the reign of law,'be tﬂe
 Judgments favorable or adverse, Is the
firat essentia! to national hqnqr, And
that the observance of law, anfl not ob-
stinacy born to amsume n pmcénln’ He
senate of cultured nations.”




