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the presence of one american wa-
rship would have accomplished two ob
ejects first it would have prevented
the loss of a single life and secondly
would have prevented spain from
staining her escutcheon with so foul a

N blot that it can never be eradicated
the arrival of the niobe proves this
for from the moment that her com
mander walked into the governors
palace the massacre ceased thereare moments when diplomacy is too
elowblow moments that mean months
aye years of history and here was
one on the action of the commander
of the niobe depended the lives of one
hundred and two human beings

before another order could have
reached santiago de cuba from spain
burriel would have had them all mur-
dered along the walls of the matadero
and their bodies huddled in the
trenches already dug for them but
where was our navy it was an en-
glishmangl ishman that stopped it the answer

f isin this they were kept away from
cuba for fear of wounding the delldeli
cafe sensibilities of men like Joveljovellarlax
and burriel spanish cavalcavallarscavalierscava lierslers dig
rifled spanish dons with inordinate
spanish pride the nearest ship that
could be reached was the wyoming
at aspinwall commanded by cush
ing what american boy does not
know him it was said that he es-
peciallyally was kept away from the
cuban coast knowing his too hasty
temperament and fighting tendencies
the consul at kingston learning that
he was there telegraphed to aspin
wall and cushing not finding time to
notify the department and ask in-
structions took on coal and proceeded
at once to santiago the account
statedfated that burriel wrote the most
arrogantAir letters to cushing he did
but the sequel was that cushing not
only threatened to bombard the town
amt said hfhe would sink anything he
found in the harbor flying the spanish
flag

braine with the juniata now came
lnin and more sailor diplomacy took
place burriel sent his prisoners un-
der cover of night to the morro os-
tensibly to give them up but really
to ship them to cientuegoscienfuegos but
braine11raine catching him at that de-
manded their return and gave the
worthyorthy general a good breezy nautical
opinion of such dastardly work tell
ing the don with the inordinate

eldellWldell that his word was absolutely
worthless meanwhile what more
bould those noble chevalierschevaliersallers do but
prepare their victims for death time
after time they knew that they
could not shoot them but then the
victims40timis were in ignorance of that and

03 goo they could have their little spanish
same they could see the poor fel-
so

te-
llow

fe-
llowso bid each other goodbygood by and
atch them suffer mentally although
abey still had strength enough to hide
iftuch from their tormentors well
chey had 63 at any rate that was a
comfort they get plenty of
AAnerican beef at the matadero but

got a fair portionport loil now the
wretcheshes were under the protection of

men of war and spanish beerbeef
tois downdow to the same price as amerlameri
cam beef burriel tsis now roaring as
fegtly as a sucking dove he dare pot
attempt to dullybully the commanders of
chime ships asan he did the american
vice consul although mr ingw most dignified way showed in his
cepuesjs how little he feared him and
aft h of the two was txehe caballeroC
afeime would not think of stopping the
officialamr fal telegrams of braine of cush

awbytW by reason of right vested in me
4amr reply to them as he did to mr

when questioned that he had
amm no attention to ahree most
vartanytant official communications be
jaubeause for the past two days I1 and

ir officials were engaged in the pious
auty of meditating on the divine mys

teries of all saints and the com-
memoration

com-
meme of all souls day asaa pre-
scribed by our holy and blessed re-
ligion 11 he had however during
those two days of religious meditation
established two courts that had tried
gen ryan nadiencanadianCa bemberaBembeta varo-
na del sol and cespedes with capt
fry and 37 others about one half cu-
bans and the other halthalf americans
and english the first group were
sshothot on the ath the day the above let-
ter was written to consul schmitt
and the second batch on the ath

the ath opened auspiciously the
niobe had arrived the shooting be-
gan in squads there were 42 to be
shot and it was one of these squads
that lorraine met demanded what it
was and upon being told hastened to
the palace and with no uncertain
voice made the ruff occupant un-
derstandderstand him in a way that sent an
aide post haste to the matadero for
one more death meant the fall of his
palace about his ears and the force of
the two great anglo saxon nations
crushing down upon spainln and just
in time he was to save a group stand-
ing against the wall a group in which
there were three americans two of
whom were mere boys from new jer-
sey that was the end of the bloody
saturnalia and now how did diplo-
macy thrive

hardly had the cable flashed the
news to spain before our ministergen sickles was in the presence of
carvajal the spanish minister of for-
eign affairs to announce the capture
of the virginius on the high seas by
the spanish manmam of war tornado and
to warn him that the Virglvirginius was
flying the american flag with ameri-
can citizens on board in the subse-
quent communication to the spanish
minister he stated the american posi-
tion first spain not having de-
clared war eteeftisted in cuba and the
united states not having recognizedrecognizea
them as belligerents the tornado had
exceeded her instructions in undertak-
ing to capture a ship under a foreign
flag in the open sea second the
united states denies the right of any
power to visit molest or detain on
the high seas in time of peace any
american vessel this is claimed and
observed by all great maritime pow-
ers

Carvajal tried BurburriellBurrlrielaels style of dip-
lomatic letter writing with gen
sickles but very quickly abandoned
it and adopted a different tone cas-
telartelar the president of the spanish rt
public was dignified and gentlemanly
throughout the controversy he as-
sured minister sickles that he had
sentept a telegram at 7 a m povnov 6 as
soonoon as he had received news of the
capture admonishing capt gen
jovellar that the death penalty must
not be imposed on any noncombatantnon combatant
without previous approval of the
cortes nor on any person taken in
arms against the government with-
outout the sanction of the executive this
was simplypimply the repetition of an order
perfectly well understood by jovellar
and burriel notwithstanding this
wholesale shooting continued until
roannoon of the ath the spanish minister
declared that the shooting ceased lm

atle receipt of the
home telegram at santiago but theterrifying apparition of the command-
ing officer of the alobe must have
beonben coincident with the placing or
the telegram into the trembling handshanda
of burriel so much for their respect
for home orders in cuba

now while the men of war watch
the spaniards at santiago rapidworking of the ablecable goes on betweensecretary fish gen sickles ministercarvajal and the spanish minister at
washington admiral polo de berne
be and we have a kaleidoscope viewof spanish chivalry and honor car

I1 A

hajela receives word from
ties that the Virg lAius kakuno

papers was therefore not-a
documented american ship
fore had no right to fly
flag but the consul at King toW
blared she did have papers thattha atey
were properly made out ad were
subsequently handed to I1 the capcaptainwu
of the tornado by capt fryefe aitojs 0 o
flying the flag mr carvajalCarvaSal ww in-
formed by secretary fishfiah shaughhgen sicklessickles that the uaunitedactedalted 1t
reserves the right to waj4e
tion and under no circumstance sWill1l ii
allow it to be decided by anyy admerearnation spain theftthe claimed hij the
virginius was discovered latilandinghg n
and munitions of war anthe cult
coast was chased off aad
miles from jamaica ialall or 0proved false I1n

on nov 14 six days after I1hlfusillade at the matadero mrmh
demanded within twelve days tae
restorationrestoraUon of the virgi I1ahei
lease of the survivors the it
of jovellar and burriel anand anfet saju
to our flag of twenty 0onee guns i tsantiago de cuba with amttut bebart
tion to all american citi r
families that were on baboard Ate6 VI
fintus at the time of her captolacaptdlA
this spain dedeclaredcAred to be
humiliating and inaam 1 64 JEWwethey had not had rufficsufficienteen tifft
examine into the facts and 9CO

ed the moderation of england aithth
our impatience the ggood ABU afpfengland were requested auf de
except on the basis of completecom I1aaion to the united states spap 4countered a similar rebuff fron k
many

spain now requested thaitha
y te iwt

matter be left to coppag
to gain time to reinforce herhi iiiwatalt
cuba and to increase her foreby the fall of cartagena V 0 waswaa
daily expected this our governmentgovern nentrefused declaring it a subject
lional honor of which she herself was
judge in the meantime 0
were loud in denunciation w tekunited states the vos detde aubiuba wngranulated the brave tars i otaoi ahe
tornado and hoped that the awodof justice would fall without arpelayupon the infamous wretches aesserve no consideration
abused spanish clemency tig forthem to feel spanish justicejustic ity r ciote4
the application of theclemency and justice the Spappah
papers those of the ministry ac velldeclared their entire approval of abo
procedure not one expression of0 re-gret or disapproval camercame fran leforeign office r

nothing having been heard aocarmr
sickles demand ataat p m of the gm
the secretary of the legation turadee placed in the hands wmcajal a note from our re-questing passports for himselfand anfamily and for the officials ab ithe 16l

I1 rationgation the italian government mad
I1 authorized its minister to
documents mr carvajal
know if hlahis note had not bentat the legation this wasM
one half hour later it imming been detaldetainedned to see if ottar gogov-ernment twould carry out to

I1 sever diplomatic relations in fohtnote spain agreed to the demands ofoeahe united states as much for thesake of quieting foreign dignity as forthe relief of her own CconscienceI1 ifsuch violations exist as is L twreason of the seizure of the clror by subsequent acts roee
will be glad to repair the iba elftpcording to its just ampo TO
proving that the reign of lalaw de lneejudgments favorablefairo rable or adversead esthe
first essential to national INloi I1

1 that the observance of law antant
born to assume a pie in rafie

senate of cultured nations


