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luminous. Page 487, verses 8-20;
and page 434, verses 13-16. The
work of abridging nnd condensing
this mass of muanuscript was per-
formed by Mormon, who added to
his assiduous labor, unwearied dili-
gence and care for the preservation
of his transcript. The records. he
copied were chiefly those of Nephi,
Mosinh, Zeniff, Alma, Heleman
nnd the two later Nephis. The first
Nephi, son of Lehi, kept two sets of
plates; and the records made by
Mormon were taken chiefly from
the “larger plates? of Nephi. DPage
158, verse 5, note n. These histori-
cenl dala cover a period of one thou-
sand years; from slx hundred years
before to four hundred years after
Christ.

Next follows the translation of the
personal record of Mormon, of the
annalsof his own time. It is called
the Book of Mormon, and consists
of nine chapters. It is because f
this Inbor of abridging the records,
that the whole work is termed the
Book of Mormon.

The work ends with the writings
of Moroni, son of Mormon, consist-
ing of a brief personal history of his

_time, and an abridgment of the
Book of Ether, n record of the peo-
ple of Jared.

There Iz therefore no confusion
nor anmbiguity as to the authorship
and identity of the work or any
part thercof.

With words of soberness, and
calm appreciation of thelr import,
wa declare that we hold the Book of
Mormon to be of equal authority
with the Old and New Testaments.
That, besides being a valuable aid
to ethmnological and nrcheeological
science, it contains the plain and
simple doctrines of the Guspel,
taught by prophets, apostles, and the
Bavior himeelf. Tt has not come
to destroy the SBeriptures, nor to take
their place; but its mission is to ex-
plain and confirm them. It is a
light shining upon the darkness of
ages of apostasy; and the Bible it-
self shines out with new lustre in
ite sacred nnd venerable company;
while science, and the whole realm
of inteliigence,ave made brighter for

ita advent.
J. H. KELBON,

—p—

A TOUR IN THE WEST.

OHAPTER I,

Many of the readers of my ram-
bles in Oregon and on the Shasta
" route, were pleased to approve of the
effort to interest them concerning
localities they were not familiar
with; for this reason the following
items concerning other pointa are
offered. My last trip extended as
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| far ns Santa Barbara in semi-tropical

California, and also to Santa Cruz,
n noted watering place on the coast
opposite Monterey.

The points above mentioned are
not at present on a continuouns line
of travel, so [ will detall the short-
est trip first.

The distance from San Franeisco
to Banta Cruz ia 82 miles. The
starting point is at the foot of Market
Street, then steamer to Alameds,
four miles across the bay. A well-
constructed narrow-guage road en-
ables the traveier to make two trips
esch way daily, and fora short road
the ride has no superior anywhcre
in California for acenic interest.

Alamedn is a growing suburb of
San Franeisco—without the life and
anap of Oakland, but it is quiet, re-
tired, and rural, with numerons
beantiful homes and graceful florul
surroundings. The frack is laid on
the edge of S8an Francisco Lay to a
point nearSan Jose. Alltheavailable
land I8 nnder cultivation; miles
and miles of orchards are nawsed
through. At the time of writing
the fruit trees are in bloom.
fields of grain look greerrand beauti-
ful. Every garden spot is radinnt
with n wealth of roses and other
garden flowers, while here and
there is the famous California poppy
crowning the patches of weeds with
ita deep orange-color. The weeds in
the land of gold are often wlid
3nta which rank very high as fod-

er,

Ban Jose is a city of considerable
importance, and is the centre of the
fruit canning industry. The quanti-
ty of fruit put up in cans In this
neighborhood ls simply immense,
Loung lines of eu cilyptus trees nre
on each side of the strects, and the
nuted Monterey cypress s seen
bere in its vernal beauty.

Cosy homes peep out from dense
surroundings of tropical and semi-
tropical foliage with treea of gernn-
fums, wistarins and roses resplend-
ent with flornl benuty. One is in-
clined fo eay, verily n beneficent
Providence has done much for this
happy land that boasta the finest
fruif, the largest trees, the highest
waterialls, the grandest valleys in
the world, the greatest diversity of
ciimate, the richest soil and most
cosmopolitan population anywhere
on eartli.. A good road has been
bullt from San Jese (pronsunced
Hosay) to Mount Hamilton, distant
twenty-four miles. Upon the sum-
mit is erccted the famous Lick Ob-
servafory with ite immense tele-
scope; Lut great as it is, they have
never yet found the man in the
moon. Grent things are expected
of this instrument when all is in
working order, The unfolded mys-
teries of the starry world will {ake n
long time to fathom if the only
means of knowin%ennything about
them is what can besecn in a tele-

ut we must come back to earth.
We are bound for S8anta Cruz—on
on, through verdant fields and
flowering shrubs to Los Gatos, an-
other small town.

We leave the plains here and
climb the mountains through o deep
canyon. From Los (Gatos to the
¢ity by the sea we pass over aspur
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of the const range of mountalds
Certainly no milroad could bave cost
more to construct than this ont
must have done. One tunnel i3 8
mile nnd a quarter long, and there
are many others of great lengti-
Ench time you emerge from Ult"
dark reecsses you have a new it
traction. Deep canyons, finely”
wooded heights, benutiful streams
and rocky @liffs make up picty)
that are fuli of ];lerfect. combinatio?
to those in search of the plcturesque:
At Big Tree Station is n grouP 1
redwoods that nre si m?ly wonder fum'}
Btrunge to say that this s the LD
of redwoods on the Pacific mes
the southern end of that stupendoy
growth of this most valuable W‘;
whose immensity flls the const 1V
up to Oregon on the notth. BY
most wonderfil forethought the"z
arboreal gianta have been 8 ih
woodman’s axe, o
One of these trees Is ealled thd
Igltimt.. It is over 300 feet high 8%
is 60 feet in circumference. Other*
are nearly ag large. Each hpsa nam®
Most of the largest are hollow. 0:‘:]
the General Kremont, is co¥er™
on the inside with thou
ands of cards left by visitm:é
Bome Salt Lakers figure among t 7
number. There is n story that d
pioneer lived in this trunk*’"?’l
that severnl childrén were borp 11'»8
it (which by the way is ‘T.l“l at
roomy}), but these are yarnd fi']“
help to make plnces famous lg
the one about President YO';EB
preaching to the pioneers from * -
mf of Pulpit rock in Echo ('aﬂy(:n,
stopped onc nlght in the c"nd
modious hotel located here “wr
found that night came on soonl af of
sundown—owing to the density nt
the growth and the immense helg™
of the trecs. This must be & 1%
place for timid ple in & r:in
night with a high wind and F?
storm prevailing, wl.
Bomle) enthusinstic ndmirer of (*?els
Ingersoll has named one of the tré
Bo% Ingersoli’s cathedral, for of
redwoods have a singular “nyaie
starting up suckers on a large BC
from the edges of the mnin t.rl;:lﬂ‘;
which can be construed by fe gag_

brains into pinonacled surrounds
I think it was Bryant who oo,
“the groves were Godx fimst po
ples;” certainly these veterad
woods are suggestive of the id

efl- a
uus clo®
The San Lorenzo river rt,o mvt‘ﬁt‘

to the grove and helps :
the wh?)le scene with additw&ag
charms, for at many polntsmed_
most exquisite pictures areobtd ey
To all who love fine trees, ﬁ"]’ens,
dells, river scenery, rocky Eoce
and wondrous combinatious of et,he
folinge, thie 1s par excellenc®
place to linger at, and in fact & an°
way down to Banta Cruz 18 1 wol
orauiic revelation of nature’®
ders. : c
Whant shall T of say Sant?
The same that can be said of
tourist towns. Namely e
Main Street—filled with Btor* oo
tels nnd churches, withont ﬂinf Al
gard to being laid out at ri8 l;o
gles; streets clean, fn-ivglw Bvers-
same ns ali over Calllorpla: od; 10
body seems to be well 1X€0,
poverty ormisery in aight; very od
old penple, poplilation, honses




