
THE

sunday services
religiousreligions servicesservice were held at the

tabernacle salt lake city sunday
march 20 1892 commencing at 2
p in counselor joseph E taylor
presiding

the choir sangbang the hymn beginning
zion stands with hills surrounded
zion kept by power divine

prayer was offered by elder joseph
HR dean

the choir next sang the hymn
he died I1 theabe great redeemer died
and israels daughters wept around

the priesthood of the third ward
administered the sacrament

ELDERELDEB B HR ROBERTS

was the speaker he presumed it
might be taken for granted that in a
congregation so large as the one pres-
ent on that occasion there were more or
less of those notdot of the faith of the lat
ter day saints probably some of
them came out of curiosity and
hence it would be well perhaps tor
nm to expound the fundamental
principles and doctrine of their
Cchurchhurch for the instruction of those
strangers that they might not come
there in vain but be made acquainted
with some of the great princi-
ples in which the latter
day saints believed such in-
structionst he took it would prove
equally profiprofitabletaule for the saints since
it would at least refresh their minds
even if nothing newDOW was taught in-
deed it would be extremely difficult to
teach anything new to the latter day
saints at any rate hebe felt his own
inability to do so in his researches
and gospel studies he had often been
surprised totb find that when he thought
he had discovered some new idea it
would not be a great while before he
learned the fact that it had been
known long ago by elders who were
laborilaboring in the ministry before he wasvas
born njbutut perhapschaps under the inspira-
tion off tbabee volyholy spirit one might be
fortunate enough to make new combi-
nations with the known facts and
teach the old things in a little different
manner from what others had taught
andad thus create new impressions on the
mindsmainds of those who heard

among the people of the world the
latter day saints were regarded as a
very bigoted clawclasa very narrow mind
ed and very exclusive in their ideas of
religion he supposed that this im-
pressionprea sion bad g ne abroad in conse-
quence ofat the very pecullarpeculiarcullar position
that the church of jejesusqua christ had
taken in relation to the revelations of
godclod nearly all modern sects or de-
nominations might refer their origin
to the researches to the geniusgedius of or-
ganization of some man who left the
older forms of religion and established
something nownew to which doubtless he
gave his own name or some name
descriptive of the circumstances sur-
rounding the sect when it came into
existence thus the methodists fol-
lowers of john oteley received
their name because of the precise
methodsmethode adopted in the worship des-
cribed by this great reformer the
lutheransLuth erans took their name inin the
same way from martin lutherlather the
CalvinistSj usually known as presby

te rians took thelttheir name from the style
of church government inaugurated by
john calvin and hisbis followers and
so from some circumstance or other of
thisthie kind the religious sects of the day
had become known

in the church of jesus christ it
was quite different this church re-
ferred its origin not to any man or to
the labors of any men but claimed to
have been founded by direct revelation
from god and toin that first revelation
which might be regarded asaa the source
from whence the church sprang it
was announced to the youth-
ful prophet joseph smith that
the creecreeds and religions of men were
not acceptable to god were not recog-
nized as his church or his kingdom
but on the contrary that those creeds
were an abomination in his sighteight that
they hadbad reduced religion to a form of
godliness lacking the power thereof
because the latter day saints gave
thisthin account of their origin they were
looked upon as bigoted and

lecausebecause they esteemed all other
religionsreligionsi to be wrong and their own
alone to be right

he for one confessed there was very
much in that position that should ex-
cuse their friends for looking upon them
as bigots as egotists and in a measure
even as the enemenemieslesofof all other religiousrel ivious
sects and denominations it was a post

needed explanation
in order to take away from it that ap-
pearancepe arance of bigotry which those who
looked only upon the surface of things
were very liable to attribute to them
yet he thought it came with an illIII
grace from the christian world to
speakk of bigotry especially if based
upon the ground ththatatthethe latter day
saints were so few in number in com-
parison with the great body of the
christian people in the world

the task he proposed to set himself
that afternoon was to show if he could
that mormon 1 1 theology was more itlibb
oraleral and broader than the general con-
ceptions of the dospel of jesus christ
and that while there might be a seem-
ing ground for the charge of
bigotry against the latter day
saints it was only in seem-
ing in proof of this he de-
siredsired to call attention to a passage
of scripture recorded in the book of
mormon a book held by this people to
be of equal authority with the jewish
scriptures hence it was the word of
thisthe lord to them it contained the
inspired utterances of the prophets
who inhabited this continent in an-
cient times the circumstances con-
nected with the passage which he
would now read were very interesting
one alma had been traveling for seme
years among the heathen of the land
by this he meant those who refused to
believe in christ the Lama from
whom the american indiansindiana were the
direct descendants he hadbad been
blessblessedeci in his ministry and the lord
had given to him souls for hisbis hire
yetchenyet when this good man compared
the few whom he had convinced
of the truth with the great
bulk who remained unconverted
liehe seemed very dissatisfied with hisbis
labors and wished in his heart that he
hadbad the voice of an angel that he
might go from land to land from
people to people and cry out with a

I1 voice that would make the earth to
I1 trembletrem bk teabteaching the glorious prin

caples of salvation to his fellow men
after expressing the desire that be had
described this ancient pro-
phet reproved himself for the very
thoughts of his heart and hebe said

why should I1 desire that I1 was an
angel that I1 could speak unto all the
endsend s of the earth 1

for behold the lord doth grant unto
all nations of their own nation and
tonguee to teach his word yea in wis-
dom all ththatat he seeth fit bey should
have therefore we see that the lord doth
coupelcounsel in wisdom according to that
which is justjuet and true alma 787 8

the speaker said hebe believed in that
doctrine and so did the latter day
saints who believed in the book of
mormon to him it was a most
glorious truth and swept away the
charge of narrow o against
them as well as being destructive to
the theory of bigotry suppose they
tested this by reference to the men
who hadbad arisen in the various nations
of the world who had been teachers of
their fellows the founders of religion
and systems of philosophy in their
lives would then be discovered an
exemplification of those great doctrines
contained in the book of mormon

elder roberts first took up the course
of confucius the chinese philophilosopherropher
who be said succeeded in founding a sys-
tem of philosophy rather than religion
thisa great teacher of the chinese race
described the relationship existing
among men under three heads the
relation between sovereign and sub-
ject between husband and wife and
between parents and childrenob ildreD sayBUY
what we would about the wisdom of

it transpired that china
had had fewer civil strafes than any
western nation he taught that the
virtues might be crystallized into livefive
first universal charity second im-
partial justice third adherence to and
respect for ancient customs and
usages fourth rectitude of heart
and mind a- d last but not leastleas pure
sincerity it was not admitted that
this philosophy of confucius was a re-
ligion because it said nothing about
the relationship between god and man
but he the speakeropeaker maintained that
an adherence to those livefive cardinal vir-
tues stood in very good stead of a re-
ligion and incorporated nearly all
the virtues that religion enjoined A
man who could arise six hundred
years before christ and give such a
system of philosophy to soBO great a peo-
ple had a mind of no ordinary charac-
ter he believed it was a work alto-
gether incompetent for natural in-
telligencetelli gence to perform and hisblis religion
led him to recognize confucius
as one of the prophets or wise
men spoken of by alma who
taught to hisbis people the decree
of gods laws they might call
this man a heathen if they
pleased but hisbis religion taught
him to recognize in him a brother and
a benefactor of his race one inspired
of god to lead men to greater light
rather than to drag them down to
lower depths

what confucius was to the chinese
lycurgus was to the state of sparta
heroo was a remarkable
one who imar seed his race for ages
with the doctrines which he taught
solonsoloa of athens created reforms very
much after the pattern of those estab-
lished by lycurgus and very much
improved the condition of hisbis


