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RELIGIOUS.

Sunday Services,

Religious services were held at the
Tabernacle, Balt Lake City, Sunday,
March 20, 1882, commencing st 2
p- m., Counselor Joseph E. Taylor
prepiding.

The choir snng the hymn begluning:

Zion stands with Lills surrounded,
Zion, kept by power divine.

Prayer was offered by Elder Juseph
H. Dean.

The choir next sang the hymn:

Hea dicd i the great Bedeemer died,
And Israel’s daughicrs wept around.
The Priestbood of the Third ward
administered the sacrament.
ELDER B, H, ROBERTS

was the speaker. He presumed it
might be taken for granted that in a
congrepation so large as the one pres-
ent on thatoccasion there were more or
less of those not of the faith of the Lat-
ter.day Baints, Probably some of
them came out ot curiosity, and
bence it would be well, perhaps, for
bim to expound the fundamental

ringiples and doctrines of their

harch for tbe lustruction of those
strapngers, that they might not come
there in vain, but be made a(quainted

with some of the great princi-
plesn in which the Laatter-
dey Saintse believed, Such  in-
struction, he tovk it, would prove

equally profitaule fur the Saints, mince
it would, al least, reiresh their minds,
even if notbing new was tuwught. In-
deed, it would be extremely difficult to
teach anything new to the Latter-day
Baints. At any rate, he feit his own
inability to do so, In his researches
and Gospel studies he had often been
surprised to iud that whben he thonght
he had discovered some Dew idea it
would not be a great while before he
learned the fact that it had been
known long ago 0y Elders who were
laboring in the ministry before he was
born. Rut perhaps, under the inepira-
tion of the Holy Bpirit, one might be
fortunate enough to make new combi-
nations with the known f{acts, and

" teach the old thingein a little different
manper from what others hsad taught,
and thus create new impresgions on the
niinds of those who heard,

Amongthe people of the world the
Latter-day Sainte were regarded ss a
very bigoted clnes, very nurrow-mind-
edand very exclusive in their 1deas of
religion, e supposed that this im-
presgion aad g ne abroad in conse-
quence ot the very peculianr position
that the Church of Jesas (hrist bad
taken in relation to the revelations of
God. Neally all modern sects o de-
pominations might refer their origin
to the researches, to the genjus of or-
ganization of some man who left the
older forme of religion and estabiished
something new, to which Joubtless he
gave his own LAmMe Nr Eome name
descriptive of the circumstances sur-
rounding the sect when it came Into
existence. Thus the Methodists, fol-
lowers of John Wenley, received
their. nnme because of the precise
methods adopted in the worship des-
crived by this great reformer; the
Lutherans tvok tbeir name in the
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teriane, took their name from the style
of church government inaugurated by
Jobn Calvin and his followers; and
80 from some circumsatance or other of
this kind the rellgious sects of the day
had become known. i

In the Church of Jegus Christ It
wan quite different. This Church re-
ferred itg origin not to any man or to
the labore of any men, but claimed tv
have been founded by direct revelation
from God; and in that first revelation
which might be regarded asthe source
from whence the Cburch sprang, it
was announced to the youth-
ful Prophet Jogseph 8Smith that
the creedsnnd religions of men were
not acceptable to God, were not recog-
nized as His Church or His kingdom,
but, on the contrary, that those creeds
were an abomination in His sight; that
they bad reduced religion to a ““form of
godliness,’? lacking the power thereof,
Because the Lutter-day Saints gave
this account of their origin they were
looked upon as bigoted and narrow-
minded,becnuse they esteemed all other
religions to be wrong and their own
alune to be right.

He for one confessed there was very
much in that poeition that should ex-
cuse their friends for loocking upon them
ag bigois, as egotists, and in a measure
even Be the enemierof ali other religious
pects and denominations. It was a posi-
tion,indeed, which needed explanation
in order to take away from it that ap-
pearance ¢f bigotry which those who
lvoked only upon the purface of thinge
were very liable to attribute to them.
Yet he thought it came with an ill-
grace from the Christinn world to
spesk of bigotry, especinlly if based
upon the grouud that the Latter.day
Baints were g0 few in number in com-
parison with the great body of the
Christian people in the world.

The task he proposed to set himselr
that afternoon was toshow, if he could,
that $“Mormon’’ theology was more iib-
eral and broader than the general con-
ceptions of the Goapel of Jesus Christ,
and that while there might be a eeem-

ing ground for the charge of
bigotry against the Latter-day
Sajnts, it was only in seem-
ing. In proof of this he .de-

sired to call attention to a passage
of scripture recorded in the Bouk of
Motrmon—a book held by this people to
he of equal autherity with the Jewish
scriptures, Hence it was the word of
the Lord to them. It coutalned the

| inspired utterances of the prophets

whn inbahited this continent in an-
cient timea. The clreumstances con-
pected with the pnessage which he
would now read were very interesting.
One Alma had been traveling for sc me
years amoung the heathen of the land—
by this he meant those who refuged to
helieve im Christ, the Lamanites, from
whom the American [ndians were the
direct descendants. He had heen
blessed in hig minisiry and the Lord
had given to bim souls for his hire,
Yet when this good man compared
the few whom be had convinced
of the truth with the great
bulk who remalned uncunverted
he seemed very dissatinfied with his
Inbors, and wished in hia heart that he
had the votece of an angel that he
wight go from land to land, from
people to people, and cry out with a

same wny f(rom Martin Luther; the|voice that would make the earth to
Calvinists, usually known as Presby-|tremble, teaching the glorious prin-

ciples of palvation to bis fellow-men,
Aiter expressing the Jdesire that he had
described, this ancient Nephite pro-
phet reproved himeeif for the very
thougbtsof bis heart, and he gaid:

Why sbould I desire that I was an
angel, tbat I conld speak unto all the
ends of ibe earth? -

For, behold, the Lord doth grant unto
all natione, of their own nDation and
tongue, to teach kbis word; yea, 1n wis-
dom, all that he seeth fit thatihey should
have; therefore we see that the Lord doth
coufsel in wisdom, according to that
which is just and true—Alms xxix, 7-8,

The speaker anid be believed in that
doetrine and so did the Latter-day
Saints, who believed In the book of
Mormon. To him it was a most
glorious truth and swept away the
charge of parrow-mindedness against
them, as well as being destructive to_
the theory of bigoiry. Buppose lhey
tested this by reference to the men
who had arisen in the various nations
of the world who had been teachers of
their fellows—the founders of religion
and esystems of philogophy. In their
Jives would then be dircovered an
exemplification of those great doctrines
contained in the Book of Mormon.

Elder Roberts first took up the course
of Confuciue, the Chinese philosopher,
who he said succeeded in founding naye-
tem of philosophy rather tban religion.
This great teacher of the Chinese race
deseribed the relationship existing
among men under three heads—the
relation tetween sovereign and sub-

‘ject, between husband and wife, and

vetween parents and children. Hay
what we would about the wisdom of
Chinamen, it transpired tbat China
had had fewer civil strifes than any
western nation. He taught that the
virtues might be crystalized into ive—
frat, universal charity; second im-
partial justice; third, adherence to and
respect for =ancient custome and
usages; fourth, rectitude of heart
and mind; &- d last, but not least, pure
pincerity. It was not admitted that
this philosophy of Confucius was a re-
ligion, because it said nothing abuut
the relationship between God and man;
but he (the speaker) maintained that
an adherence to those five cardinal vir-
tues stood in very good stead of a re-
ligion and incorporated _mnearly =all
the virtues that religion enjoined. A
man who ecould arise six bhundred
years before Christ and give such a
syatem of philosophy to so greata peos
ple had a mind ot no ordinary charae-
ter. He believed it wns a work slto-
gether incompetent for natural in-
telligence to perform, anu his religion -

led bim to recopgnize Coufuclus
as one of the prophets, or wise
men, spoken of by Alma who
taught to his people the decree
of God’s laws. They might call
this man =a beathem if they
pleazed, but his religion taught

him to recognize in him a brother and
n benefactor of his race, one inspired
of God to lead men to greater Hght
rather than to drag them dewn (o
lower deptha.

What (Junfucius was to the Cbinese
Lycurgus was to the Btate of Sparia.
He,too, was aremarkable charscter.and
one who impr seed his race for ages
with the doctrines which be taught.
Solon of Athens creaied reforme very
much after the pattern of thoee estab-
lished by Lycurgue and very much
jmpfoved the condition of bis



