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women who had attended upon Jesus, She
went to the sepulchre and found that the
body of her Lord and Master had bsen
taken away, andshe could not find it. She
tfurned around, full of grief and anxiety
about 'him ‘whom she laved, and saw a
personage standing beside ber, whom she
supposed to ‘be ‘the
tnquired of him what t
the body of her ‘Lord.
whom she addressed herself, but she did
not recognizo him at first;and failed to Ao
said, *Mary," then she recognized his voio
L] 7 yn she recogn VO
and person, and, as was very mnatural
under the circumstances, in the excess. of
o
but st ‘back, and forbade ber, in
those remarkable words: ‘‘Tomch me not,
Mary, for I have not yet asecended to my
Father; but go to my diseciples, and tell
them that I ascend to my Father and totheir
Father, to my God and to their God.”
This was the third ;day after 'his eru-
cifixion,” snd during this time he had
not sascended to his  Father, and h
did - mot: want to be touched, rhe did
not want mortal handg put. upon: him.
When I quotéd this to this gentleman, said
he,**Where was he then,during this pericd?
If hedid not ascend to. his Father, and if
the paradise to which the thief went with
him, was not heaven, then where was he?"
I then guoted to bim the words I first read
this 'afternoon, 'If -Christ also has onca
suffered for gin, ele.’’ :
Here Peter ﬁivﬂ-tha explanation, and it
is a8 n;;ﬂ.n and unmistakable as langupﬁa
can e it. Jesus died on the e
was crucified and put to death in the flesh,
as the Apostle says, and afler being put to
death he went and preached to the spirits
which were in prison, spirits which were
disobedient in the days of Noah, kaving re-
ted Noah's testimony, and they had
incarcerated - in prison for some
twenty-five hundred Eﬁaﬂ!. He was en-
in this labor while his body lay in
the tomb, and hence, when Mary saw him
after his ranm:rﬂut.fuu and aftempted to
embrace him, be axid, “Touch me not,
Mary, for I have not yet ascended to my
Father,” &ec. & iahe ,
Now by this, I.do not mean to infer that
after his crucifixion, when his spirit had

left his body, he got outside the presence of |

his father, for the presence, power and eyes
of God are everywhere; but he did not as-
ecend to his immediate persounal presence
until after bis body was resurrected from
the tomb, And in further confirmation of
the view which I am endeavoring to set
forth r.% ou, the Apostle Peter, continuin

this su Ect, as I read to you from the 4

chapter of his first epistle, says, “For for
fhis cause was the sgmpal
them that are dead, that they might be

jad acoor to men in the flesh, but
e qo God - in the Bpﬁ'{b." ;-
Who told

ive according to
“Ah,” says one, ‘‘dead in sin 1"
youso? hat right has any man to put
such an interpretation on the Seriptures?
The declaration here is as plain as
can make it, “The gospel was préached also
to them that are dead,”” &e., confirming
whal the Apostle had said in the previous
chapter, that Jesus was ev in preachs
ing the gospel fo the &pirifs in prison
wgﬂo, as 1 bave said; his body slumbered
in the tomb,

Now do you seo and eomprebend any-
thing of the long-suffering and mercy of
God unto the millions who have been born
and died on our earth in ignorance of the

ospel of Jesus Christ? Do you compre-

end the great plan of salvation, or a

ortion of that great plam which God our

gayvenly Father has devised for the re-
demption of all his children? Shall we say
that God’s work is confined to this short
probatien of ours, that his labor for the
salvation of his children and the plan that
he has devised are contined to: this brief
space that we call time, ershall we say that
God’s plan of salvation extends overall his
ereatures and throughout all his creations,
and that if men don’t bave opportunities
here of understanding it, they will have
that opportnnity héreafter? This, is set
forth in these chapters with greaf plsin-
ness, and so0 as to leaveno doubt upon the
minds of tbose who are disposed to accept
the Scriptures as they read. Of course,
where men have traditions and pre-con-
ceived views and ideas concerning these
matters ti:n:ge are likely to eling to them
and reject truth. They would rather
believe that ninestenths of the buman
family would be consigned to endless tor-
ment than aceept the idea that God is a God
of 'merey, and that the plan oi salvation
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which be has devised is all-sufficient ind
extends to all grades, conditions and ecir-
?umganuu, in whieh his creatures are
ound, /'y | |
This doetrine was revealed to the Latter-

| day Saints through the Prophet Joseph

Smith, 'We were as. ignorant of it and of

the meaning of these es as anybod
else previous to the establishment u’f this
Church. Amongaother doctrines that were

taught and revealed to the Prophet Joseph,
was this which I have endeavored to set
forth briefly before you. I have not dwelt
‘upon it at length, but it was taught in

great plainness to .the Prophet, and he
taught it to the people. . The Prophet Mala-
Juedict.u that before the
gﬁeat and terrible day of the Lord com
the Lord will send Elijah, the Prophet, an
he will turn the hearts of the fathers to the
children, and the hearts of the children to
the fathers, lest the Lord come and smite
the earth with a curse, You can read this
in Malachi; aud when the Latter-day Saints
‘beard this gospel, and became acquainted

ardener, ‘dod ‘shé |
¢y had done with |
It was Jesus to |

, she'rushed’ forward to clasp him; |

preached also to

with the fact that it was necessary for men
and women to be baptized for the remission
of their sins, their hearts immediately
‘yearned for their ancestors. I have heard
‘hundreds of persons who have joined this
Ghuruh_ﬂaﬂ. “*Oh, that oy father, mother,
brother, kister, husband, wife; children

father 'or grandmother had , ,hurd
‘this doctring as the elders teach it! ' How
‘gladly they would haye embraced it! How
‘their hearts d have warmed towards
{this gospei! They lived in anticipation of
gomse such ﬂﬁ’ frine as Lhis; they were not
'satisfied with'the creeds of men, or with
Ch&lqﬁ:ntty n;atagighti Tha]; ?uto& Ltl?

18, g m?,_.aq, essingw of the gos

, that they dould have lived ‘an Ihagai-d
the tgﬁcl;inegg tbat we now hear, that God
hafs_rateat_ d from the heavens, t‘:a ancient
aud pure gospel, with the Holy Ghost and
tho iﬁa,thgmnﬂ “Oh, how their hearts
would bave been gladdened to have heard
these glad tidings! Thus were the hearts
of thechildren turned towards the fathers,
and I doubt not the hearts of the fathers
were turned towards the ehildren,

There was an anxiety among the people
in this church for many vears, in relation
to what would becume of their accestors
and the world" at large who were not ac-
quainted with the gospel, until the Lord
condescended to give a révélation in which
this doctrine was explained. 'By turning
to the first epistle to the Uorinthians,  you
will find there that the Apostle Paul, in
reasoning upon the resurrection, advanded
an idea which is not generally understood.
Inthe 15th chapter dand 20th verss of that
epistle the Apostle uses'this langtage:
“Else what shall they do which are bap-
tized for the dead? 'If'the dead rise not at
all, why are they then baptized for the
dead?” |
- Now, among other arguments which he
brought forth to convinecs the Corinthians
that there'was such a thing as a resurreocs
tion he appeals to the fact that there was
such a doctrine as baptism for the dead in
the church” and practicéd by the former
day Saints, and to enforce the doctringhe
uses the words I haveé read, one of thé most

werful arguments that he could adduece
n favor of the resurrection, How useless
it would be for men and women to be bap-
tized for the dead, if the deae rise not at all:
but tha dead do rise, and the SBaints sare
baptized for them. I might purﬂrhrﬁ&a
his words and reason upon them in ‘this
way. The dead are baptizad, for wo are
baptized for them, and they do rise or else
all our labor ‘would bé 'it’ vain ‘in 'going
forth nnd.bgib%{g baptized for them. ' Now,
here isa rine that has been hidden,
True, it 1s only ﬁ--!ﬂﬁi allasion, But it is
sufficient to show that there ‘was in the
ancient church sach a doétrine believed in
m:d» %racucs& by the Sdints of God. )}

o . . .
be born of the ‘watér and the Spirit; sus-
pose that Jesus went and preached tothe
spirits in prison, and among the rest to

e thief who was on the cross when he

tto paradise, as you explain the gospel,

w could he, in the spirit world, be born
of the water and of the Spirit?” A very
serious question, but here is the ex a-
tion; those who are alive inthe flesh can

o forth and be baptized for them. *‘What!

e baptized for the dead? And will that
sland?” I would ask those who object to
this, how it is that the death of Jesus, the
Son of God, aftects our salvation? Hoe acts
for us vicariously; by his vicarious atone-
ment he redeems us from the effects of the
transgression of our first parents. As in
Adam all die, 80 in Christ shall all be made
alive. Death came into the world by
Adam. Adam did not die to redeem the
world, but Jesus came forward,vicariously,
as the Savior of the world, and died to re-
deem us from Adam’s sin, Through his
death Adam’s sin is atomed for., In like
manner, Malachi says, in speaking of the
Prophet Elijah coming before the great and
terribld day of the Lord: *‘‘The hearts of
the fathers shall be turned to the children,”
What for?  Because the children ean act
vicariously for them; *‘and the hearts of
the children shall be turned to the fathers,”
because the children will feel after their
fathers; they will search for their genealo-
gies, and learn of their ancestors, and they
will go forth and perform ordinancesin
the flesh for: thelr dead, which thedead
can not rm for themselves, and act
vicariously for them, and so fulfil the say-
ing ofthe Prophet Obadiab, wherehe says,
‘*T’here shall be saviorsin the last days on
Mount Zion.” They shall stand’ as minis-
ters of salvation, ere shall be saviors in

"but says one, *how can the dead’

il - - Lomalch g . b g

the last days, acting in a lesser capacity,
it 1s true, but still somewhat in the capa-
city of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ,
for their dead. Not atening for the origi-
nal sin, not shedding their blood, but go-
ing forth and being baptized for them and
receiving the ordinances of salvation in

- iy o Tl

| their behalf.

I know that this doctrine is new, and to
many startling; it comes in contact with xll
their {:araj udices. But I would ask the
Christian world how mankind are to be
saved? Can you substitute anything
better than this? How are the millions of
heathen who have died in ignorance of the
name of Jesus to be saved? How are our
ancestors to be saved, whu,livinfnnd_dying
inthe long nightof darkness which prevail-
| ed through Christendom, never had the

privilege of hearing the gospel in its ful-
ness?  “Oh," says one, ‘‘saved by the
goodness of God."” Yes, but how shall we
elude the words of Jesus where he says,
“Fxcept a man be born again he can not
see the Kingdom of God;” and “Excepta
man be born of the water and of the Spirit
he cannot enter into the Kingdom of God?”
It is very easy for men in their traditions
to say; ‘“Well, our way sui'sus,because we
have been accustomed to it.”” ' But if we
accept these traditions es binding, bow
shall we set aside the wordsof him who
spoke as pever man spake, him who was
without guile and whose words were fruth
and holiness? How shall we set them aside?
We can not, and rathér than attemptto do
80 I would accept them as true and divine
and practice them, even though it reguire&
thesacrifice'of my tradificasand prejudices,
To my mind tmn  is sométhing kKein
the gospel of salvation, 'I'éan seo beauty
‘and r.huv)i"iﬁﬂx of God in it,' T understen

from. this tbat there is'd plan of salvation
capable of "saving ‘all “mén; that though
thereis a space between death and the ress
urrection, during that space the spirits of
those who died without the gospel can be
preached to, and ¢an recelve the pel ot
the Lord Jesus Christ, though they died in
ignorance of it. :

A great many have wondered how it is
that the Latter-day Saints are so'anxious to
bave temples built, We built a temple in
Kirtland, and afler we had built it we were
compelled to leave il and flee to Missouri,
Wa laid the foundations of two in Missouri,
one in Jackson c¢ounty, the other in Cald-
woll county. That in Caldwell was not
laid nuntil after wo were driven from there,
A revelation was given through Joseph
Swmith, I think on the 11th of July, 1838,
that on the suceeeding 26th of April, the
foundation stone of the temple should be
laid in Far West; and the Twelve Apostles
should take their departure from that cor-
ner stone, and cross the ocean to preach the
gospel,ln Euarops. Now,said the mob,“There

eing a date fixed to this revelation, if Jo-
seph Smith never was a false prophet be-
fore, we will make him one now,”and they
turned and drove the Latter- daySaints from
Missouri, and made it worth & man's life
to go back tkere, if he was a Mormon,
They drove every one out of Missouri, un-
der A ban of extermination, in the winter
previous to the time set' for the fulfills
ment cf this revelation. That was in the

ter of 1838 9; and there were but

few left, and they were in peril of their
lives all the time, Josepb, Hyrum 'and
several of the leading elders were in I}rlmn,
and itseemed as though the words of Joseph
would fall to the ground that time, at any
rate, President Young
of the Twelve Apostles; he with others had
to flee to Quincy, and he proposed to his
fellow uipoa‘,t,laﬂ- that they should go up to
Missouri, fo faifill that revelation, Father
Joseph él‘nith, father ' of the Prophe

thought that the Lord would take the wil

forthe deed and It would not be necessary,

Eﬂ felt as though there would be great
an
brethrens’ lives would be in peril.
many of the other elders felt the same, but
the Byplrltmtod wupon President Young and
his broth;rﬁhAptgﬁi €8, nud&' they dbitnw
to go, an go and, according to

rovg:fltion, thﬂzy laid the corner stone in
the town of Far West. They laid it in the
midst of their enemies; they sang their

songs, ordained two of the Twelve, and, if

I recollect right, two of the Seventies, and
then 'shoek hands with the Saints ¢
bade them adieu, and took their d

for Europe, thus fulfilling the word of Ged
ven nearly a year previously t the
‘which the enemies of

m%hot Joseph, a
the Kingdom of God said should never be
falfilled. :

That foundation stone was laid, and the
Saints,as I said, fled into Illinois;and there
laid the foundation of a temple at Nauvoo,
Illinois, the finest building then in the
western country, and the admiration of
everybody., The Saints ereeted it in the
midst of poverty, destitution, sickness and
dezth, and, I may say, with the sword or
rifle in one hand and the trowel in the
other, their enemies surrounding them on
every hand, They had slain Joseph and
Hyram, and attempted to destroy others
of the servants of God, and they were
continually burning and destro ng the
houses and property of the Saints, ‘and
were determined to expel them from the
State, But in the midst 'of these tribu-
lations the Saints continued their labors
until that temple was roofed in, and ‘until
within its walls they could attend to the
ordinances for'the living and the dead.

Again they wére driven, and again they
took ﬁ&tﬁ:’w line of march,’and :ﬁ- came
out to this desert eoufitry,and 'we laid
the foundation ofanother temple,a few hun-

|in. the layin

was then President

January 31
dred yards: . building;sand this
winter we bave | foundation of an-
other at St, Gao.rgre, in the southern part of
this Territory.  The masens and laborers
are down there, endea ' 'to push it for-
ward to completion as fast as possible.

Why is it that wve are'so anxious fo build
temples ? It is that we may attend to ordi.
nances necesesary for the salvation of the
living -and the dead; that we may be bap-
tized for our ancestors who died without
having the privilege of hearing and obey-
ing the gospel, @ not only believa that
we should be baptized for them, but we
also believe that where our fathers and
mothers have died, having been mar-
ried only according to  the practice of
the world, ,thafr should be married  for
time and eternity; aod, in the temples
erecled by the Saints to the name of the
Most High, we shall act for them in this
respect also. We belisve, notonly, that we
sbould be married for time and eternity,but
that they should be also, We believe in the
eternal nature of the marriage relation, that
man and woman are destined, as husband
and wife,to dwell together eternally, We be-
lieve that we are organized.as we are, with
all. these affections, with all this love for
oat‘;h other, for a definite purpose, some-
thing far more 1 ag than to be extin-

uished when death shall overtake us, We

elieve that whem a8 man and woman ere
united as husband and wife, and they love
each other, their hearts and feelings are
one, that that love is as enduring as eter-
nity itself, and that when death overtakes
them it will neither extinguish mor cool
that love, but that it will brighten and
kindle it to a purer flame, and that it will
endure throug eha;nit{;e and that if we
bave offepring they will be with us aad our
mutiual associations will be one of the
chief joys of the heaven to which we are
hastening, If I have loving wives and
children, who could contribute to our hap-
piness 8o much as we could to each others',
they to mine, I to their-? Shall we be sep-
arated and I be no more to them and they
nomore to me than strangers? How un-
natural the thought! 'God has restored
the - ‘everlasting priesthood, by which
ties ean ‘be formed, eonsecrated and con-
summated, which shall be as enduring as
we ourselves are enduring, that is, as our
spiritugl nature; and husbands and wives
will be united togsther, and they and their
children will dwell and associate together
eternally, ard this, as I have said, will
constitute one ofthe chiefl joys of heaven;
and we look forward to it with delightful
anticipations,

Brother Woodrufl, in bhis remarks this
morning, ke of the blessing that the
Lord prom Abraham, that as the sands
on the seashore, or the stirs that gle
the firmament are innumerable, so should
his seed be. How is this to be effected?
Why, by the eternal union of the sexes, by
the eternal union of Abraham with those
who were his family in his life, Strange
as this doctrine may seem, it is neverthes
less amply sustained by these divine
Seriptures, in which Christendom all pro-
fess t believe.

-~ 'Now, we redar temples in order that we
maﬂl be baptized, in the fouts which will
tha

t

those temples, for our dead, in order
t we may go forward and act vicariously
them, in the ordinance of baptism, and
on of hands for the, Hol
Ghost, and theén in other ordinances, whic
shall preparethem to dwell with us and us
with them, eternally in the presence of
If you read the 20th chapter of the Reve-
lations, you will see that the Lord revealed
to John that there shall be a thousand
years' rest, a millenninm, or millennial

for

| era, when the earth shall rest from wicked-
| ness and when knowledge shall cover it as
_ | waters cover the deep; and when one man
r in ‘tbe undertaking, and that the
A good

shall not beve to say to another, “Know ye
the Lord?” but when, according to the
words of the Propnet, ‘‘all shall know him
from tho least even unto the grpnt&at;"

‘when God'’s will shall be written in the

hearts of the children of men, and they will
understand his law, The f’rophets have
spoken of such a day, and in the chapter
to which k' bhave alluded, the 20th of
Revelations, the = Lord . .speaks, of
it in plainness to his servant John
the . Revelator, setfing forth that  there
shall be a sand years’ reston theearth,
durlng w “Christ shall reign in’ the
midst of his Saints, and when there ghall
be nothing to hurt or des in all the
holy mbuntain of the Lord; when the
lamb will lie down with the lion, the cow
with the bear, and when the whuia animal
creation will dwell tegether in peace, when
swords shall'be beaten into ploughshares,
spears into pruning hooks, and when the
nations shall learn war no more, whén men
shall plant and eat 'the fruit thereof, build
and inhabit, and when none shall d'e-prlva
them of the fruits of their labors.

I quote these pasages as they occur to my
mind,  Yon are all familiar with' them.
They will be fulfilled, and there will be a
thousand years’ rest, during which period
Satan will be bound, and when thesead of
the righteous .will increase and cover the
land. In that glorious od everything
on the face of the earth will, be beautifal ;
discase and crime, and all the evils that at-
tend our present of existence will be
banished ; and during that period, ad God
has revealed, the occupation nfgln'tgﬁnpla
will be to lay a foundation fi ® Ire-
demption of the dead, theé unnumbered
millions who lived and died on the earth
without hearing and obeying the plan of
salvation,



