336

been counting strongly on the de-
crepitude which usually attends
such advanced yenrs keeping Glad-
stone practically out of the fight
henceforth, must have experienced
something like an awakening after
a long and dreamy sleep. It doubt-
less seemed to them aas though the
Grand Old Man was undergoing
reju venation, or that a special herit-
age of his early vigoer had been
hegueathed by Providence in order
that the Inter statesmen might
have some relish of what
their predecessors had to undergo
time and ngain. It was certainly
an astonisher, and the differences
in the nastonishment was made
manifest on one side by the pro-
longed and deafening cheers and
on the other by biank dismay. It
was undeniably the ense that it was
a complete triumph for Mr. Glad-
stone and his supporters, and no
better evidence of this can be had
than the fact that the only response
made was brief, ineffectual and
without demonstrutions of approval.

The juncture, considering thc
turn affairs have taken before the
Parncll Commissten, war a most
happy one for the Home Rulers, and
was improved to the fullest extent.

THE CONTEMPT CASE.

AN OBSERVANT render perusing
the report of what occurred March 1
before the Bupreme Court would
find no difficulty in bring-
ing the entire picture of this
somewhnt celebrated cace before
his mind’s eye, and analyzing
its points. Mr. Baskin, who ap-
peared in behalf of the trustees,
seoemed at a great disadvantage.
His statements to the Court can
scarcely be dignified by the title of
*‘an argument,’’ as they wera pro-
fusely diluted, He was “‘weary,
stale, flat and unprofitable.”” He ia
nothing unless e I8 fiercely antag-
onistio. Yesterday he had the ap-
pearance of being imbued with the
fdea that such a course would not he
prudent. Doubtless his *‘reading
lesson” of a few days before,
imposed upon him by Judge
Judd, was running .through
his mind. Mr, Baskin’® menin]
obfuseation seemed to be 80 dense as
to render him unable to perceive
that Judge Judd yesteriday offered
him a way out of the diffienlty in
which his clients had become in-
volved through being ndjudged
guilty of contempt. The associate
Jjustice ypt only made a hole out of
which, the trustees and attorneys
might conveniently creep, but al-

most greased the plank along which
they might readily slide. To a
mind in a eondition of ordinary
clearness the Judge’s intimation
that the proper thing to do was to
withdraw the paper which had the
signatures of the trustees at-
tached, and which embodied
the contemptucus matter that had
brought down upon them the wrath
of the Court, amounted to this:
“Now, the Court is disposed to be
lepnient and to Jet down your clients
as easily as possible comporting with
the dignity of thig tribunal. Here
is a way by which yun can give the
Court this opportunity. Why don’t
you accept of this ofter, which al-
most amounts to n proporition??’

Mr. Baskin innocently remarked
that such a thing had not“‘occurred??
to him! Thia ia fearful. It might
have ffoccurred” to anyboldy in n
condltion of mental clearness, if he
wished to purge the respondents of
the contempt of which these people
had heen adjudged guilty. But the
peculinr feature connected with this
affair is, Why it did not “cccur” to
him at tho moment when it was
suggested by the Judge. It finally
“pecurred’” to Mr. Baskin that hie
had nothing more to say, and he re-
sumed his seat.

Judge Zano then proceeded to
make a plea for the trusteca. Hia
cbwervations presented an anomaly,
He mixed himself up with his
clients interminably, so as to ren-
der ithlmost impossible to untwine
them. At one moment it would
appear as if the trustees had been
doing what had becn offensive to
the Court, and nt another he would
insist that ‘“the language was not
theirs,”>” the implication being that
it was his. Thus he kept ahifting
from one foot to the other until it
became difficult to tell upon which
he was standing.

Now, it ia evident from the posi-
tion taken by him, tbat he wasunder
a mental eloud as well ns his associ-
ate attorney; otherwise, he would
have nccepted of the proffer of the
Court delivered to NMr. Baskin
through associnte justice Judd, and
withdrmwn the offensive paper, If
he was not thus befogwed, then he
lkept on making hissingular remarks
for the purpose of engaging in a
grame of what he himself designates
as “gnap and bite!” His effort to
show canuse why his clients should
not be punished for contempt re-
minded one somewhatof an incident
which happened in the British

‘HBalt Lanke C(City.

THE DESERET WEEKLY.

The Speakerdecidedthat he should
withdraw the objectionable lan-
guage and apologize; and the apol-
ogy wns to this effect: I stated
that the honorable gentleman wag &
great mseal, and £ am sorry for il

Judge Zane was apparently anx-
lous to get o few cxtra blowa nt Mr.
Dyer, but it was evidently very
difftcult for him to accomplish this
without giving the Court a sanguin-
ary nos¢. He made n thrust at the
Marmshal—rather than the Receiver
--on the tithing question. He stated
that the “government did oot be-
Heve in tithing,” and yet Mr. Dyer
had rented the old premises known
as the General Tithing Store, giving
the constructive and bona fide pro-
prictors an opportunity to continue
tho business.

Judge Zane will not attempt to de-
ny that although the government
may not believe in the doctrine of
tithe-paying, yet it has showna pow=
erful disposition to grab it after it 18
paid. But thiz feeling on the part
of the Governmont bears no com-
patison with a similar genjus exhib-
ited by partics no farther away than
Vary likely the
Government does not believein pay-
ing tithing; it is even questionable
whether it believes in repentance
and baptiam by immersion in water
for the remission of ains. Yet these
two principles, like tithing, are
strietly seriptural. If the Govern-
mont does not choose to accept of
those doctrines, perhaps 1t will be
admitted that it has ne right to pro-
vent others from accepting them a8
erthodox.

The siHiness of this petty and con-
temptible iden uttered by Judge
Zane is, in our opinion, wlolly un-
worthy of a man of honer and in-
tefligence. More than this, it Is ab-
solutely childish, and furnishes an
evidence that the gentleman who
spoke it has reached n condition of
mental flabbiness that is deplorable.
Does he presume that if the premi-
eg in question had not been rented
to the owners of the proporty—for
they are the constructive and only
proprietors—that that high-handed
and dishonest cutrnge would have
prevented the people who desire t©
pay tithes, as a religious ordinance
from carrying out their view#
in that respeet? Surely such
consummate rubbish as this was
never presented before n court
of justice at any time in the annals
of the jurisprudence of thie country
untl) this late date, when it is done
by n man whe, at the same time
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called another a *“great rascal.”’
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But this 1s not the part of Judg®



