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and stated that as a rule those who
could be called Latter-day Baints
were doing about as well as they
could do for the establishment of
righteousness.

Apostle Abraham H. Cannon
dwelt with great force on the spirit
of gathering, remarking that the
Lord designed and even commanded
His people to ‘‘gather together,?!
and not to sep irate or seatter abroad.
When the time came for the Saints
to go out or return to Jackson Coun-
ty the Lord. through His chosen
pervant on earth, would let us know.
SBome say that we must go into
bendage in order to be released by
vin Moses that 18 to arfse and deliver
ue.”’ . We have had our Musess,
and they bhave Jed us out
of bondage, and we  have
our Moses ftoday. If we would
but hearken unto his word
and do what the Lord requires of us
we will not go into any other bond-
age. If we, even now, were to ob-
gerve the revelation given to [’resi-
dent John Taylor in 1882, we need
have no fear. If we were to repent
of our sins and wrong duing all
would be well with us. The world
has no affiliation for ug, they do not
befriend us but rather seck our over-
throw and destruction. In too
many iustances those profess-
ing to be Latter-day Baints have
given the weapun into the hands
of our enemles here and they have
and are scourging us severely. Let
us love and sustain ench other, fear
God, and keep our skirts unspotted
from the blood of this generation.

Elder Elias Morria said that the
Latter-day Saints did ot seem to
have a friend in the whole world.
If they did, thouse who were such
were afraid  to arise and
say n word in eur behalf. Has
nny one gotten up at any time and
taken our part when we have been
in the midst of sutfering, privation
and tribulaution? No, they seem to
be affraid to saya good word. Then
let us 4o what we can to sustain and
encourage each other, and leave the
others severely alone.

President A. M. Caunon delivered
the closing remarks and urged upon
all to live lives of purity and mani-
fest before God that we are His peo-

le. The way to do this is to glorify

is nnme in all things.

He announced that the Stake
Conference would commence on the
first Bunday in March, and that this
meeting would adjourn for one
month.

WASHINGTON LETTER.

There is considerable sensation
in the District of Columbia over
an eoffort on the part of some
of the religious people to intro-
duce a law for the specinl obser-
vance 0f the Mabbath day. Con-
gress has been asked to pass this
law, which incorporates a provis-
jon that no labor whatever shall
be performed on the Babbath day,
but il contains a clause which ex.
cepts “acts of religion.** This phrase-
ology is causing a great deal of
discussion, and people are inquiring
what will be deemned an “‘act of re-
ligien;?* and it even goesfarther

than thig, for they ask what kind
of religious worship do the Bunday
law-workers intend shall be pro-
tected by the national Bunday law?
If theanswer ig, “All kinde of re-
ligious worship,’? then the guestion
arises, ““Will it protect such as the
Chinese in their noisy demoustra-
tlons??? And it is thought Ly some
that the courts, 1n onse the law
should pass, would bave to deter-
mine what was religlon and what
were the acts not consistent there-
with, and that they would be very
apt to limit it down to acts which
are in nnison with the Christian re.
ligion only. This, it is claimed,
would be an establishment of relig-
ion within the meaniug of the Con-
stitution, and consequently void.
The following petition, which 1
anpex in print, has been presented
to Cougress to prevent the passage
of such a law in the Distriot of
Columbia, and this is followed by
certain reasons, published in the
Sentinel of New York City, and
which will be suggestive to your
readers, with whom the question of
religious freedom isof such vital im-
portance at the prescnt time:

To the Honorabdle the House of Repre-
sentalives of the United States (Du-
plicate to the Senate):

*We, the undersigned, adult resi-
dents of the District of Culumbia, 21
years of age or more, hersby respect-
fully, bas earnsstly petition your hon-
orable body not to pass any biil in
rogard to the observance of the Sab-
bath, Lord’s Day, or the firat dagr of
the week as a day of rest ol wora IP;
nor to favor any legislation that wlll
directly or indirectly give preference
to the principles, institutions, or ob-
servances of any one religion above
another; that the rights of all the peo-
ple may forever remain without in-
fringemeiit, according to botb the letter
and the spirit of the First Amendment
to our National Constitution, as our
fathers established it.”

Reasons why every American oiti-
zen,levery Christian and every person
ahould sign this petition:

Every Amerlcan citizen should sign
it:—

1. Becanse Congress in asked and is
endeavoring to pass a bill requiring
and regulating the observatice of S8un-
day as a day of rest and worship.

2. Because Congress is forbidden b}glr
iha Constitution to make any suc
aw.

3. Because every American cltizen
ought to respect the Constitution, and
to do all he can to get others to respect
it.

Every Christinn shouid si;.l',n it:—

1. Because the Sabbath—the day of
rest—is the Lord’s day, and Jesus
Christ has forbidden Christians to
render civil government that which
is the Lord’s. Matt. xxii:21.

2. Because the Word of God has for-
bidden civil government having any-
thing to do with anything that pertains
mémlug's relations to God. Rom. xlii:
1

'3 Because evary Christian ought to
respect the word of Jesus Christ, and
to (;)(?all he consistently can to seo that
ctvil government respects it by keep-
ing within the limlts whieh the Word
of God hag set to the jurisdiction of the
civil power.

Every person whother he he an
American citizen, or a Christian, or
both, or neithor, ought to sign this pe-
tition.

1. Because religious interference In
civil things, and civil interference in

religious things, are both-a most dan-
gerous lnvasion of the dearests rights
of man.

2. Because 30 eminent an authority
ags Dr. Philip Schaff says, what it is
casy to abundantly prove,that Sunday
lawa are a conrecting 1ink in the unjon
of Church and State; and no loyal
American citizen, no true Chrlstian,
no man that s loyal lo mankind,wants
any union of Church and State in the
United States.

It is thought by some in the dis-
cussion that extremists will even try
to compel people to read neo books
butthe Bible, and go nowhere but
to church on Sabbath day, and iIf
persons were found to have ridden
in a street-car (which is supposed
to do nothing only religious scrvice
on the Sabbath day), and should
fuil to attend church, that they
might be prosvcuted. It appears
that Senator Blair presented this
bill in Congress, upon the petition
of over two millions of people, and
that it is favored, of conrse, by the
moet radical religionists of the day;
but it is opposed not so much k-
cause it may become a law of the
District of Columbia, where no one
is compelled to reside unless they
want to, except Presidents of the
United States und the highest offiei-
als, whe do as they please anyway,
but because it may be made s na-
tional law all over the country.

A great many clapped their hands
with joy when the confiscation of
the “Mormon” Church pruperty be-
came 4 Jaw who are now tearing
their hair for fearthat Congress may
listen to the same influential power
to deprive them from walking in a
park on Sunday, or of reading a
Hunday newspaper instead of the
four Gluspels. It is when our own
toes are pinched that we feel the
weight of eppression. Religlous
liberty is a good thing to talk about,
but we are pot always willing to
accord it to ethers; and Artemus
Ward hit it when he said, ¢“That
some people thanked God for the
privilege of worshiping Him ae-
cording to the dictates of their own
consciences and of keeping every-
body else from dolng the same
thing.” If the “Mormon®’ leaders
had flung the Pnssages of scripture
at Congress which are being thrown
around loose here, on the guestion
of Babbath Lreaking and Sabbath
keeping, they would have been con-
sidered in rebellion, and another
company of artillery would have
been sent post-haste to protect the
Union. C. W, BTAYNER.

WaASHINGTON, D.C., Jan, 17, 18910,

OUR CHICAGO LETTER.

I have just finished reading the
report of A. L. Thomas, Gover-
vor of Utah, to the Becretary of
the Interior, duted October 20th,
1889. He says the foreign-bern
Mormon population has been in-
creased by 16,094 emigrants since
1880. He makes no allowance for
deaths or resignalions. He proba-
bly concludes that Mormons, like
office-holders, never die, and few re-
sign. The Mormon emligration for
1889 he seta down ut 1,308—na very
modest fignre compared to the entire
immigration of 1889.




