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and stated that aa a rule those who
could be called latter day saintssaint
were doing about as well as they
could do for the establishment of
righteousness

apostle abraham H cannon
dwelt with great force on the spirit
of gathering remarking that the
lord designed and even commanded
his peoplepie to 14 gather together
and not to sep irate or scatter abroad
when the time came for the saints
to go out or return to jackson coun-
ty the lord through his chosen
servant on earth would let us know
some say that we must go into
bondage in order to be released by
acaa moses that is to arise and deliver
us we have had our mosess
and they have led us out
of bondage and we have
our moses today if we would
but hearken unto his word
and do what the lord requires of us
we will not go into any other bond-
age if we even now were to ob-
serve toethe revelrevelationstion given to presi-
dent john taylor in 1882 we need
have no fear if we were to repent
of our sins and wrong doing all
would be well with us ther world
has no affiliation for us they do not
befriend us but rather seek our over-
throw and destruction in too
many instances those profess-
ing to be latter day saints have
given the weapon into the hands
of our enemies here and they have
and are scouringscourging us severely let
us love and sustain each other fear
god and keep our skirts unspotted
from the blood of this generation

elder elias morris said that the
latter day saints did not seem to
have a friend in the whole world
intheyif they did those who were such
were afraid to arise and
saymy a word in our behalf has
any one gotten up at any time and
taken our part when we have been
in the midst of sufsufferingtring privation
and tribulation no they seem to
be alfraidaffeid to sayasay a good word then
let us do what we can to sustain aika
encourage each other and leave the
others severely alone

president A M cannon delivered
the closing remarks and urged upon
all to live lives of purity and mani-
fest before god that we are his peo
ale the way to dodorthisAthis is to glorify
88illsis name in all thinthingsgs

he announced that the stake
conference would commence on the
first sunday in march and that thisthia
meeting would adjourn for oneolae
month

washington LETTER

there is considerable sensation
in the district of columbia over
an effort on the part of some
of the religious people to intro-
duce a law for the special obser-
vance of the sabbath day con-
gressgress has been asked to pawpass this
law which incorporates a provis-
ion that no labor whatever shall
be performed on the sabbath day
but itil contains a clause which ex

acts of religion 1f this phrase-
ology is causing a preatgreat deal of
discussion and people are inquiring
what will be deemed an act of re-
ligion and it even goes farther

than this for they ask what kind
of religious worship do the sunday
law workers intend shall be pro-
tected by the national sunday law
if the answer is all kinds of re-
ligious worship then the question
arises will it protect such as the
chinese in their noisy demonstra-
tions and it is thought lyby some
that the courts in case the law
should pass would have to deter-
mine what was religion and what
were the acts not consistent there-
with and that they would be very
apt to limit it down to acts which
are inin unison with the christian re-
ligion only this it tois claimed
would be an establishment of relig-
ion within the meaning of the con-
stitutionution and consequently void

the following petition which I1
annex in print has been presented
to congress to prevent the passage
of such a law in the district of
columbia and this is followed by
certain reasons published in the
SendsentinelnAst of new york city and
which will be suggestive to your
readers with whom the question of
religious freedom is of such vital im-
portance at the present time
to the honorable the househouke of bearerepres-

entativessenta tives of the united states du-
plicate to the senate
we the undersignedundersignerunder signed adult resi-

dents of the district of columbia 21
yearsears of age or more hereby respect-
fullyfoully butbat earnestly petition your hon-
orable body not to pass any bill in
regard to the observance of the sab-
bath lords day or the first dayda of0fborelithe week as a day of rest or worshipPnor to favor any legislation that will
directly or indirectly give preference
tolo the principles institutions or ob-
servancesservantesservances of any one religion above
another that the rights of all the po-
pie

peo-
ple may forever remain without in-
fringementfringergementneilt according to both the letter
and the spirit of the first amendment
to our national constitution as our
fathers established it 11

reasons why every american citi
zenevery christian and every person
should sign this petition

every american citizen should sign
it

1 because congress is asked and is
endeavoring to pawpass a bill requiring
and regulating the observance of sun-
day

san-
day

sun-
da

san-
dada as a day of rest and worship

Y2 because congress isin forbidden bdby
the constitution to make any sksuch
law

83 because every american citizen
oughtou ht to respect the constitution and
to 50do all he can to get others to respect
it

every christian should sign it
1 because the sabbath the layday of

rest is the lords day and jesus
christ has forbidden christianschristians to
render civil government which
isia the lords matt

2 because the word of god has for-
bidden civil government having any-
thing to do with anything that pertains
to mans relations to god rom xiii
11910

8 because every christian ought to
respect the word of jesus christ and
to do all he consistently can to seeam that
civil government respects it by kkeep-
ing within the limits which thefhe Wwordod
of god has set to the jjurisdiction of the
civil power

every person whether he be an
american citizen or a christian or
both or neither ought to sign this pe-
tition

1 bemusebecause religious interference in
civil things and civil interference in

religious things are both a most dan-
gerous invasion of the dearests rights
of man

2 because so eminent an authority
as dr philip says what it is
easy to abundantly prove that sunday
laws are a link in the union
of church and state and no loyal
american citizen no true christianchriatian
no man that is loyal to mankind wants
any union of church and state in the
united states

it is thought by some in the dis-
cussion taht extremists will even try
to comcompelI1 peopleale to read no books
but the laibreand go nowhere but
to church on sabbath day and if
persons were found to have ridden
in a streetcarstreet car which is supsupposedrosed
to do nothing only religious service
on the sabbath day and should
fail to attend church that they
might be prosecuted it appears
that senator blair presented this
bill in congress upon the petition
of over two gilliommil liona of people and
that it is favored of course by the
most radical religionists of the day
but it is opposed not so much be-
cause it may become a law of the
district of columbia where no one
is compelled to reside unless they
want to except presidents of the
united statesstates and the highest offici-
als who do as they please anyway
but because it may be made a na-
tional law all over the country

A great many clapped their
with joy when the confiscation of
the id mormon church property be-
came a law who uteare now tearing
their hair for fear that congress may
listen to the same influential power
to deprive them from walking in a
parkark on sunday or of readingsreading a
sunday newspaper instead of the
four gospels it tois when our own
toes are pinched that we feel the
weight of oppression religious
liberty is a good thing to talk about
but we are not always willing td
accord it to others audand artemusAr
ward hit it when he said that
some people thanked god for the
privilege of worshiping him ac-
cording to the dictates of their own
consciences and of keeping every-
body else from doing the same
thing P itif the Mortmormonnow leaders
hadbad flung the passagesw of scripture
at congress wrifewhichh are being thrown
around loose here on the question
of sabbath breaking and sabbath
keeping they would have been con-
sidered in rebellion and another
company of artillery would have
been sent posthastepost haste to protect the
union C W
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I1 have just finished reading the
report of A L thomasthom gover

of utah to the secretary of
the interior dated october
1889 he says the foreign born
mormon population has been in-
creased by emigrants since
1880 he makes no allowance for
deaths or resignations he proba-
bly concludes that mormonscormonsMormons like
officeholdersoffice holders neverdie and few re-
sign the mormon emigration for
1889 besetshe sets down at 13681868 a very
modest figure compared to the entire
immigration of 1889


