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NATURE'S TE DEUM.
Decey In the woods Iheor op anthem ringing,
Along Lhe mossy aisles where shadows lie;
It {s the matin hoar, the choir is singing
1ta sweel To Deam to tha King on high.

The stately tiees acem quivering with emotion,
And trambio tn an eestacy of masic rare,

Agp If they feel the surrings ot devotion,
Tonched by the dalnty fl agers of the air.

. The grasses grow enraptared as they listen,
And join thelr ver 1ant voices with the chulr,
And up theirtiny blades that gleam and glisten
As thrilled with fragrant faneies of desire.

The brooklet answers to the calling river,

Aad sapging slips giway through arches dim;
Tis heart runs @ver, and it mast deoliver

Unto the Eing of xinzsits hig 1d bymn.

A shower of melody and then a flatter

of many wings, tho birde are pralsing o,
And in harmony, of s3ng they niter

Thetr thank Inas to Him, th:lr Master true.

In tearfulpess 1 listen and admire

fThe great To Denm nuturs kneeling aings;
Ab, sweet iadeed 18 God's majestie cholr,

W hen atl the worid 1o one pore anthe™o ringe.
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REMARKS

Premdent George Q. Cannon
Mﬂdgtbgache Stake Conterence, held a’t
Iagan, Sunday Afternoon, Nuvem-

&er 18, 1891,
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[REPORTED BY ARTHUR WINTER.]

i have listened with much attention
and deep 1nterest 1o the remarks which
have heen made in our hearing by
President Woodruff. I am glad that
he has had the opportunity of meeting
with you oD thia oceasion, and has feit
to speak as he bas done, because [ be-
lieve that his remarks will have a ten-
dency fo remove many doubts and
queries from the minds of the Latter-
day Saots. That which he has said
and that whieh hae been done go to
sustain with great clearness the ne-
cesslty of thu teachings which have
been conetantly given to the people of
this Church concerning the manner
in which they shouid live—that they
should live so as to have a living testi-
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mony within themselves regarding the
teachings that they receive, the coun-
sel that is given, and the course that
is pursued. From the beginning of
the (Church in these days we have been
under this necessity. The work
of our God hss nnt heen accord-
ing to the ideas of men. Everything
conpected with 1t, it may be said, has
| come in contaet with preconceived
| notions, There is scarcely a move
| that has been made inthe Church that
bhas not couflicted with traditiopary
ideas and the views that men enter-
talned concerning tbhe course that
should be pursued. It wasso in regard
to the ordinances that were adminis-
tered. It was so in regard to the
| gathering. How much thai doetrine
of gathering ¢nne in copflict with
men’s ideas! “Why eannot we wor-
ahip God inour own land and among
our own people, just ag well as to break
up our homes, separate ourselves from
ourkindred,abandon our native places,
alld go 10 some far distaut place that
we have never seen, and of which we
; koow but little, there to worship
God?** How could people believe any
|such thing as being necessary unless
| they lved so as to have the testimony
of the Bpirit of God within them
that it was requisite for them to
|take such a step? Those that fived
| near fo God did receive that testimony,
and, like Abraham of old, they broke
up their old associatiovns and went joy -3
| fully and without repining to the place
which God had desigpated, through
His servants as the place of gathering.
It has been almust an impossibility to
keep men and women from gathering,.
[ know that wherethisGospel has goue
and there has been a restraining intiu-
ence exerted to préevent men and wo-
men from gathering, they have felt
as though they were being punished,
and they could not content themselves
in the land where, before they em-
braced the Gospel, they expected to
live and die. The Lord pot only re-
vealed this doetrine, coming so much
in contact with old habits and views, !
but He revealed many other doctrines,
the object apparently Leing t3 make
this people different from every other
people upon the earth.

fn the tirst place we gathered to Ohio'l

and then to Missouri. Now, the hopes
of the Latter-4day Sajuts were greatly
excited over the wor is of the Liord con-
cerning Missourl, and they supposed,
when they weunt to Juckson county,
that they were abowd to lay the found-

ation of a Stake of Zion that would
pever be thrown down, and that Zion
would arise and shine in her beauty and.
in her strength, and become the joy of
the whole earth, They were led to
expect that such would be the results

from the tone of the words of the Lord.

The Lord acts with us as we act with

our children, to some extent. He does
pot tell us everything, I suppose that
if the early Elders of this Chourch

could haveseevn all that we had to pass

through and the length of time that

would elapse before the redemption of
Zion was achieved, they would bave
fainted by the wayelde apnd have felt

that human pature could notendure

such trials. [ know, in my eariy recol-
lections of the teachings of the Elders,

they imagined, judging from their re-

marks, that it would be only a few

years before Zion would be redeemed.

W hen we were coming to these valleys
[ bappencd to be present when some

of the Twelve Aposties were talking

concerning the future, and the recol-

lection ot that conversation is in my

mind now; and I know that, though

they were inspired men and filled with

revelation, they did not conceive, as

we now cab oconceive, of the events

that would take place befyre Zion

would be redeenied. It was necessary,

seemingly, according to the mind of

the Lord, that they should be encour-

aged with the hope that their efforts

would result in complete triumph.

At one tirae it was expected that we
should bhave o complete revolution in
the manner of managing our financial
atfairs. The Lord gave revelations—
some of the most preciousthat are cons
tained in the Bock of Doctrine and
Coveuanis—concerning the order of
Enceh, ant a plan was devised by the
Almighty, the most perfectof anything
that ¢an be imagined, for the redemp-
tiun of the inhabitants of the earth
from the evllse under which they
groaned—a system of stewardships,
that whenever it is carried out will cor-
rect these evils that we witness; and the

' Flders were encouraged to enter upon

that. Great promises were made to
thein respecting the resultsthat should
follow their acceptance of these reve-
lations and the coapeel contained
therein; nnd a great muany sanguine
persons supposed that it woulil be a
very little while until that plan wounld
he in fult operation, and the poor would
be relieved; for it is a feature in the
revelations that God gave (v the
Prophet Joseph Smith that frequent
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